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LIFE MEMBERSHIP

THE SITA board and the member
ship have approved the provi~i0J?'s

for reinstating a life membership m
the SITA. Life memberships were
available during the first year after
founding, when two life member
ships were paid, and then the cate
gory was dropped. Mter muc~

discussion and several proposals, It
is available again, a part of the Asso
ciation's bylaws.

The primary benefits of ~ife mem
bership, beyond the commltment of
the life member to the purposes and
programs ofSITA, is to help bU.ild.an
endowment fund so the AssoclatlOn
will have resources in perpetuity. All
moneys received for life member
ships are restricted and may not .be
spent, while the income from the m
vestment will service the member
ship during the life of the member
and continue to support SITA con
tinuously after the life of the mem
ber.

For young people (and life-mem
bership gifts to children and gra~d

children are encouraged), the life
membership will also be a long-term
saving for the member (less than an
nual dues over a period of many
years). For older members, it is a
commitment to SITA as well as a
public statement to potential mem
bers that the member believes this
Association is worthy of support.

The board approved a life mem
bership fee of $885 (payabl.e over
three years if desired), the mcome
from which will service the member
ship and provide, depending on in
terest rates, some additional annual
support to programs. ~n the .year
2005 the life membershlp fee wlll go
to $1:000. Please consider taking ad
vantage of this introductory offer
and boost your membership category
to life. A special insert in this issue
makes this an easy task. Several
members have already done this. A
listing of all life members is included
in an insert in each issue of WT.
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FEBRUARY 1S. 2003
SFTA RESEARCH GRANT

APPLICATIONS DUE

ZEBULON M. PIKE EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL, SFTA PROJECT
ZEBULON Montomery Pike led an
exploring expedition from St. Louis
to the Rocky Mountains in 1806, on a
mission to discover what was in
cluded in a portion of the Louisiana
Purchase, as Lewis and Clark had
done 1804-1806. Pike was captured
by Spanish troops and taken to
Santa Fe and Chihuahua as a pris
oner before he was released to return
to the United States in 1807. His
published report of that expedition,
in 1810, sparked renewed interest in
trade between the United States and
New Mexico, inspired some traders
to attempt to open that trade (which
remained closed until Mexico won in
dependence from Spain in 1821), and
provided important information on
geography and how to get from the
Missouri Valley to Santa Fe. In other
words, the Pike Expedition was a
major factor in the opening ~f the
Santa Fe Trail and the creatlOn of
valuable commerce that followed.

The SITA board has committed
the Association to take leadership in
the celebration of the Pike Expedi
tion Bicentennial, and a special com
mittee is organized and will meet in
November to begin planning for the
celebration. Articles about Pike will
appear in Wagon Tracks, special
events will be organized at selected
points to commemorate the .2~Oth

anniversary of the Expedltion,
possibly a seminar with scholarly pa
pers and a Pike reenactor can be
scheduled, and new research about
Pike and his trip to the Southwest
will be encouraged (perhaps a new
book pulling the latest scholarship
together about the subj~ct can be
commissioned). Anyone Wlth sugges
tions or who is willing to help with
this project, please contact SFTA
President Hal Jackson.

PIKE'S COLUMN
[Beginning with this issue and run
ning until the close of the Pike Expe
dition Bicentennial activities in
1807, this column will be a feature of
Wagon Tracks. It will contain docu
ments, articles, bibliography, and
notes which tell the story ofPike, his
expeditions. and related topics. Sub
missions are solicited for this col
umn, and suggestions are welcome.
The following is a footnote found in
Kansas Historical Collections, VII
(1901-1902): 279-281, showing a con
nection of the Pike family to Larned
and other interesting information
about the family. To understand
some references in the following, it
will be helpful to know that that
Brigadier General Zebulon M. Pike
was killed during the War of 1812
while leading an attack against the
British at Toronto on April 27, 1813.
This footnote is reprinted as origi
nally published in 1902.J

MRS. Sarah Sturdevant, living at
Larned, Kan., is a niece of Lieut. Ze
bulon M. Pike. She is the daughter of
Pike's favorite sister, Maria Pike.
Her first husband was named Jo
seph Warden. Her second husband
was a Presbyterian minister. They
came to Kansas in 1875, located at

(continued on page 11)
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PRESIDENTS COLUMN

RENDEZVOUS 2002 is now his
tory and what fine history it was.
Everyone I spoke with raved about
the high interest in the talks, the
very well-led field trips (Leo Oliva
and David Clapsaddle-leaders), and
good camaraderie. Our hats are off to
Ruth Peters and her organizing com
mittee for a job well done.

The SFfA board met on Thursday
morning before Rendezvous. The
board addressed the life membership
issue and passed a positive resolu
tion (again) dependent on member
ship acceptance of the modest bylaw
change necessary for the Association
to have life members. The modifica
tion was accepted and we have a life
membership category. Won't you
consider becoming a life member?

The board was pleased to hear of
some mapping progress and hope to
have even more accomplished by
spring. The National Park Service
(NPS) has been very helpful in sup
porting SFfA mapping efforts.

The Education Committee re
ported that a workshop for teachers
is planned in spring at Lamar, Colo
rado. This is intended as a pilot proj
ect with more workshops to come in
summers in subsequent years.

One of the most important issues
brought to the board's attention was
a proposal to adopt Zebulon Pike as a
founder of the SFf. The board
agreed that Pike pioneered and pub
licized the SFf. Since September I
have arranged a planning meeting
for a modest Zebulon Pike Bicenten
nial. The first meeting of the commit
tee is to be held in November and I
will keep you abreast ofour progress.
We hope to include an article on Pike
in each Wagon Tracks until the Bi
centennial concludes in 2007.

SFfA membership has declined
since 2001. I am making every effort
to address this situation. Letters
have been sent to elapsed members
and people belonging to local chap
ters and not the SFfA. Additionally,
we are placing an advertisement in
True West (circulation 90,000) to co
incide with an article they are run
ning on the SFf in their February is
sue. I hope all of these efforts result
in turning the tide in membership.

The time is fast approaching for
chapters and individuals to consider
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: <oliva@ruraltel.net>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

projects in which the NPS might be
invited to participate. The deadline
for application for these cost sharing
grants is January. Please call John
Conoboy at 505-988-6733 if you
think you have a project the NPS can
support. John is very willing to dis
cuss your idea with you and even
help you write your proposal. Don't
let these opportunities escape!

Finally, we have a new board
member from Texas, Robert Kincaid.
The board welcomes Robert and
looks forward to his contributions.
We still have an opening in Colorado
(to fill the seat held by the late Mary
Gamble) and one in Oklahoma (to fill
the seat vacated by Dick Poole). I en
courage you to think of people in
your area who love the Trail as much
as you do and have time and interest
to serve the Association as a board
member.

Please feel free to contact me any
time if you have questions about the
SFfA or have ideas that might bene
fit our Association.

-Hal Jackson

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
The Symposium Committee seeks
proposed presentations for the 2003
Symposium in the Kansas City/
Independence area. Programs will be
offered during the mornings of
September 25, 26, and 27. Program
proposals are due by April 1, 2003. A
one-page summary of the topic is
sufficient. The committee invites
subject matter that reflects a variety
of Trail issues as well as research
findings that highlight the im
mediate Missouri/Kansas area.
Please include biographical in
formation. Send proposals to John
Atkinson, 1113 Safari Dr, St Joseph
MO 64506, phone (816) 233-3924, e
mail <atkin@mwsc.edu>.

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome. but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the trea
surer (address below).

Membership Categories
Life $885
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341, <oliva@ruraltel.net>
President: Hal Jackson, 45 Calle
del Norte. Placitas NM 87043 (505)
867-1742, <halitojackS@aoL com>
Vice-President: Anne Mallinson,
964 NW 600, Centerview MO
64019 (816) 230-7228, <SFTAMRO
@aoLcom>
Secretary: Michael Olsen, 5643
Sonnet Heights, Colorado Springs,
CO 80918 (719) 559-1955, <Olsen
Miguel@aoLcom>
Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550 (620) 285-2054,
FAX (316) 285-7491, <trailassn@
larned.net>
2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Anne Mallinson, see above under
vice-president.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704, <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>
Directors:
John Atkinson, MO (816) 233

3924
Helen Brown, KS (620) 697-4597
Clint Chambers, TX (806)-791-

3612
Dub Couch, CO (719) 254-3000
Faye Gaines, NM (505) 485-2473
Robert Kincaid, TX (940) 684-1531
Nancy Lewis, MO (816) 229-8379
Richard Louden, At-Large (719)

946-5513
Ramon Powers, At-Large (785)

478-9526
Mike Slater, OK (580) 327-5249
Joanne VanCoevern, KS (785)

825-8349
Stephen Whitmore, NM (505) 454-

0683
Vacancy, CO
Vacancy, OK

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www.santafetrail.org>
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MARY GAMBLE

SFTA board member Mary B.
Gamble, 87, wife of the late Leo E.
Gamble, died August 30, 2002, at
Topeka, KS. Leo died July 14 at
Springfield, CO. Mary was a native
of Cimarron, KS, and had lived in
Oklahoma, Colorado, and Kansas.

She had worked for the Dodge
City Daily Globe and Dodge City
Public Library. She was a charter
member of SFTA and served several
terms on the board. She had been ac
tive in the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter,
writing the chapter reports for
Wagon Trads. She was a member of
the Daughters of the American Revo
lution, and she and Leo had helped
maintain all the Santa Fe Trail DAR
markers in the state of Colorado.

Mary was a genealogist and col
lected glass and American Indian
and Hispanic arts and crafts. She
was a great friend of the Trail.

Mary is survived by three sons
and their families. She is missed by
her many friends in SFTA. Memori
als may be sent to the Springfield
United Methodist Church or SFTA.

ARTHUR CLAY HODGSON I
Arthur Clay Hodgson, 95, of Little

River, KS, died October 13, 2002. He
was a longtime supporter of the
Santa Fe Trail and a member of
SFTA for several years. He practiced
law until he was nearly 90 years old,
being one of the most respected at
torneys in the state of Kansas. The
Kansas Trial Lawyers Association
named him ''Trial Lawyer of the
Year" in 1975. Art spent a lifetime in
public service. In 1941 he played the
role of Coronado in a pageant com
memorating the 400th anniversary
ofthe famous expedition to Quivira .
He was president of the Kansas
State Historical Society in 1997. He
was a strong supporter of the Rice
County Historical Society, Kansas
Corral of the Westerners, Fort
Larned NHS, Kansas State Histori
cal Society, and SFTA.

Art Hodgson had a rare devotion
to justice and fairness, and his sense
of humor was legendary. Sympathy
is extended to his wife, Annie, and
their children and families. Memori
als may be sent to the Rice County
Historical Society, Kansas State Hi&
torical Society, or SFTA.
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SISTERS OF LORETTO ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION

THE 150th anniversary celebration
of the arrival of the Sisters of Loretto
in Santa Fe, held in Santa Fe, Sep
tember 20·21, 2002, was a resound
mg success.

Marc Simmons, Santa Fe Trail
historian, was true to his reputation
as an informed and entertaining
speaker when he spoke Friday even
ing to an audience of some 500 per
sons. His description of ''The Santa
Fe of 1852," which the first four Sis
ters of Loretto faced at the end of the
Santa Fe Trail, presented a colorful
description and prompted many
laughs.

Alice Thompson, of St. Louis,
whose search for the 1867 burial site
of her great aunt in Kansas has been
in recent publications, followed Sim
mons on the panel. Mary Jean Cook
of Santa reported about discoveries
she has made relative to the builder
of the Loretto Chapel stairway.

The weekend celebration opened
on Friday evening with a musical
history performed by a chorus of 75
in the Cathedral of St. Francis of A&
sisi. The original script and music
featured members of the Loretto
Community from across the country
and students from two high schools,
St. Mary's Academy, Denver, CO,
founded in 1864 from Santa Fe, and
Loretto Academy, EI Paso, TX.

The audience that packed the Ca
thedral gave the performance a
standing ovation. A reception fol
lowed at the Inn at Loretto, which is
on the grounds of the original Our
Lady of Light Academy which
started in January 1853.

Mayor Larry Delgado presented
President Mary Catherine Rabbitt
with a memorial plaque designating
the weekend of appreciation to the
Loretto Sisters who pioneered educa·
tion in New Mexico, including some
of the first public schools.

During the weekend the books,
Beyond the Adobe Wall by Patricia
Jean Manion SL and Loretto: The
Sisters and Their Santa Fe Chapel
by Mary Jean Cook (available
through Last Chance Store), gave
many their first introduction to the
early legacy of the Sisters in New
Mexico. Marc Simmons wrote the in
troduction or foreword for each book.

Wagon Tracks

SFTA RESEARCH GRANT
APPLICATIONS DUE FEB. 15

SFTA invites applications for a lim
ited number of grants to be awarded
from its Scholarly Research Fund
early in 2003. The grants, in
amounts up to $1500, may be used
for supplies and materials, research
services (literature searches, com
puter use, clerica1 and/or technical
assistance, and copy fees) and travel.
They may not be used to purchase
equipment.

The purpose of the Fund, estab
lished by the SFTA Board last year,
is to stimulate significant scholarly
research on the Trail suitable for
publication. Consideration for these
grants is open to anyone whose ap
plication fulfills the procedures es
tablished. All applications are re
viewed by the SFTA Scholarly Re
search Committee, whose members
currently are Harry Myers, Leo
Oliva, Mike Olsen, and Steve Whit
more.

Applications are due to the Com
mittee by February 15, 2003. Grants
will be awarded on March 15, 2003.
Awards are for one year, until the
following March 15. Funds not ex
pended in that time revert to the
Fund. A report is required from the
grantee at the end of the year. Re
cipients may receive as many as two
consecutive awards.

In its first year of activity, 2002,
the Research Committee granted
one award, to Topher McDougal, a
graduate student in Geography at
the University of New Mexico, for a
project entitled ''The Mora Grant
and the Confluence of the Santa Fe
Trails." We hope to receive more ap
plications and make more awards in
2003. For an application form and
further instructions, please contact
the Committee Chairman, Stephen
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rte, Las
Vegas, NM 87701, (505) 454-0683,
<whitmore@newmexico.com>.

NPS TRAIL EXHIBIT
The Santa Fe National Historic

Trail traveling exhibit is available
from the National Park Service for
use by chapters, museums, and oth
ers along the Trail. Comprised of
eight linked panels (two high, with
four on top and four on bottom), the
exhibit displays photographs, illu&
trations, and text about the Trail's
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Search team In Finney County, August 12, 2002, I to r: Carolyn Johnson, Jesse Scott,
Connie Rlchmeler, unldentlfled, Pat Baughman, TIm Wenzl, two unldentlfled, ranch
neighbor and son, Allee Anne Thompson, Clark Davenport, Dave Edwards, and
kneeling In front. Jimmy Tancayo. Photo by Alice Carmody.

history and significance. The exhibit
can easily be unfolded and set up by
two people. The cost for use is ship
ping and insurance.

For more information or to re
serve the exhibit, contact Sharon A.
Brown, Interpretive Specialist, Na
tional Park Service, National Trails
System Office, PO Box 728, Santa Fe
NM 87504, phone: 505-988-6745,
fax: 505-986-5214, e-mail: <sharon_
brown@nps.gov>.

WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER
TRAIL SEMINAR, MAY 3

THE annual WetlDry Routes Chap
ter Trail Seminar will be May 3,
2003, at Fort Larned NHS, in con
junction with the annual meeting of
the Fort Larned Old Guard (seminar
in the morning and Old Guard activi
ties in the afternoon and evening).
The theme for this seminar is "The
Mexican War and the Santa Fe
Trail."

Arnold Schofield, historian at Fort
Scott NHS, will open the seminar
with an overview of the war, the
Army of the West, and its use of the
Trail.

Francis Cuppage, M.D., will speak
to the medical aspects of the First Il
linois Volunteer Infantry in the war
as they marched over the Trail to
Santa Fe. He will draw on diaries of
three separate soldiers with the regi
ment, including Dr. Thomas B. Les
ter, who enlisted as a private but was
appointed acting assistant surgeon.
Lester later became the second phy·
sician in Kansas City in 1854. He
was the uncle of Dr. Thomas B. Hall,
who edited and published the diary
in Medicine on the Santa Fe Trm1
(1971). His son, Dr. Thomas B. Hall
III published a second edition of the
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book in 1987 (still in print and avail
able through Last Chance Store)_

Leo E. Oliva, WT editor and
author of Soldiers on the Santa Fe
Trail, will conclude the seminar with
the story of the Indian Battalion, or
ganized in 1847 to protect the Trail
from Indian raids during the war
with Mexico.

The seminar will include a catered
lunch. Mark your calendar now and
plan to attend this seminar. Details
of the Old Guard annual meeti ng
will appear in the next issue.

SEARCH FOR NUN'S GRAVE
by Alice Anne Thompson

[SFTA member Alice Anne Thomp
son, St Louis, is the great-grand niece
of Sister Mary Alphonsa Thompson
who died and was buried along the
Santa Fe Trail in 1867. The search
for the gravesite continues. If anyone
wishes to participate in this project or
would like more information about
geo-forensics research, please contact
Alice Anne at 12836 J Portulaca, St
Louis MO 63146, (314) 434-3982.]

THE search for the burial site of
Sister Mary Alphonsa Thompson
continued August 12-13 near "Point
of Rocks" in Finney County, KS. The
search site was scraped by excava
tors in July. Soil conservation ex
perts had analyzed soil samples so
the search team could factor in data
about flooding and other changes to
the surface since 1867. Tim Wenzl,
archivist with the Dodge City Dio
cese, helped coordinate the prepara
tion.

Wagon Tracks

On August 12 some 20 people met
at the site on the ranch of Hazel and
Jimmy Tancayo. Some came to par
ticipate and others, including report
ers, came to observe and photograph.
The field investigation was conduced
by Clark Davenport of Geo
Forensices, Inc. He and his assis
tant, Dave Edwards, used proton
magnetometers and ground pene
tratingradar to scan the site for sub
surface anomalies which might sug
gest places where there might be
grave shafts.

Davenport, who conducts work
shops on the use of subsurface tech·
nology for the FBI, located five sites
which were marked for further in·
vestigation by Dodge Cityarchaeolo
gist Carolyn Johnson. She is cur
rently working on this and analyzing
the bone fragments which were un
covered during the search.

Meanwhile, arrangements are un
der way to use archaeological
sniffing dogs from Michigan at the
site. These dogs have been used to
trace scents from historical burial
sites from the War of 1812 and the
Civil War. They will be able to cover
a large area in a short time. Reports
will be sent to Wagon Tracks.

Alice Anne Thompson reported on
her search for the nun's grave at the
150th anniversary celebration of the
Sisters of Loretto in New Mexico in
September. She is writing a book
about the search, hopefully with a fi
nal chapter that reports a successful
conclusion, identification, and prop
er reinterment of remains in Santa
Fe.
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PRAIRIE CHICKENS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Phyllis S. Morgan

[This is second in a series about wild
life on the Trail by SFTA member
Phyllis Morgan, Albuquerque. She
extends sincere thanks to Bev Aldrich
at the Kansas Department of Wildlife
& Parks Operations Office in Pratt,
for information and other helpful as
sistance, and to Joe Hartman, Dis
trict Ranger, Cimarron National
Grassland, Elkhart, Kansas, for as
sistance with this article. Her next
topic will be rattlesnakes.]

ON a bone·chilling April morning
long before sunrise, a small group of
men and women huddle in a circle
close to the "wagons" that will take
them on an adventure across the Ci
marron National Grassland in
southwest Kansas, where Santa Fe
Trail wagons once rolled for 23 miles
on the Cimarron Route to and from
Santa Fe. This morning's travelers,
bundled from head to toe, may be
from as far away as California, Con
necticut, or Louisiana, and from
other countries as distant as Eng
land, Germany, or Japan. Their com
mon objective is not to reach Santa
Fe, but to witness a Rite of Spring
described by an observer as "one of
the most spectacular sights in natu
ral history."!

They have brought along some
grub and gear. The grub, like that of
the old Santa Fe Trail travelers on
an early morning, includes a cup of
hot coffee and something a bit simi
lar to a griddle cake or a flapjack, but
with a hole in the center. Their gear
includes cameras, spotting scopes,
binoculars, and flashlights. Once
aboard the "wagons," they bounce
along dirt roads in the darkness.
reaching their destinations on the
grassland about an hour before sun
rise. Some remain aboard their
"wagons," while others disembark
into the brisk, calm air and walk to
observation blinds that have been
provided by the U.S. Forest Service
for those who want to take photo
graphs. All make themselves as com
fortable as possible to quietly await a
great performance that begins at
dawn-the annual courtship ritual
of prairie chickens.

Prairie chicken is the common
name of two species of North Ameri
can grouse (subfamily Tetraoninae)
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Male Lesser Prairie-Chicken in full
courtship display. Photo courtesy of
Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks.

found in abundance by travelers on
the Santa Fe Trail as they crossed
the vast expanse of prairies on their
way west and southwest. These two
are the Lesser Prairie-Chicken
(Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) and
the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tym
panuchus cupido).2 Ground-dwell
ing, chicken-like game birds, they
are larger than quail and feed on
seeds, leaves, insects, buds, berries,
and grains. Closely related and simi
lar in appearance, both species have
predominantly brown and white bar
red feathers, rounded darker tail, a
black bar across the eye, and a small,
yellow-orange brow comb. Physical
differences are primarily in their
size and the color of the air sacs,
called tympani, located on either
side of the throat. Courtship habits
and rituals are also similar. How
ever, their prairie habitats and
ranges differ considerably and do not
overlap.3

These grouse of the prairies con
stitute one of the four distinct sub
families in the large family Phasi
anidae; the other three subfamilies
comprise pheasants and partridges
in one group, turkeys, and guinea
fowl. All of the birds in this diverse
family are ground dwellers with
well-developed legs for walking.
They have three long, forward
pointing toes on each foot, used for
scratching the ground, and a small
hind toe.4 This family of birds is also
comprised of flyers. The flight of
prairie chickens is considered a
thrilling sight by many observers. It
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has been described as "a brief burst
of rapid pulses from the short wings,
followed by a long fixed-wing glide,"i)
and as volplaning, a term normally
used in aviation that refers to their
bent-down-wing glide. William Least
Heat-Moon saw them burst into the
air while hiking across grassland in
Chase County, Kansas, and later
wrote in his book PrairyErth: "prai
rie chickens broke noisily and did
their sweet, dihedral-winged glides
to new cover."6 Their flight can be de
ceiving, because they are able to ex
ceed 30 miles per hour.7

Lesser Prairie-Chickens measure
about 16 inches long, have a wing
spread of about 25 to 26 inches, and
have deep reddish-colored air sacs.8
Their habitat is the sand-sage prai
rie or sandhill areas with short- and
mid-grasses, sagebrush, and yucca
that provide cover, nesting places,
and food. They live southwest of the
range of the Greater Prairie-Chicken
and are found mostly in southwest
ern Kansas, extreme southeastern
Colorado, eastern New Mexico, and
the panhandle country of Texas and
Oklahoma.9 Today, it is believed
they occupy only about 10 percent of
their historical range in North
America; Cimarron National Grass
land supports a significant portion of
this remaining population and is
considered one of the premier spots
to observe these fascinating birds.I0

Those living on the Cimarron Na
tional Grassland are found mostly
south of the Cimarron River on a
strip about two to five miles wide. Al
though the overall population in this
area is unknown, it is thought to to
tal several hundred.!!

Greater Prairie-Chickens are ap
proximately 18 inches long with a
wingspread of 28 inches, weigh
about two to two-and-a half pounds,
and have yellow-orange air sacs,12
These birds prefer native tall-grass
prairies and have a range extending
from North Dakota and Minnesota
south through the Great Plains and
into Texas. They are more common
in Kansas, inhabiting the central
and eastern parts of the state. The
Flint Hills of Kansas, the last re
maining expanse of tall-grass prai
rie, is one of the places where these
birds can be observed. With the dis-
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appearance of tall-grass prairie from
many areas, Greater Prairie-Chic
kens have been able to adapt to pas
ture and cropland, which provide ad
ditional food, particularly in winter.

Back at the observation sites on
the Cimarron National Grassland,
an hour has passed and first light
has broken. Having waited patiently
in place, the avid bird watchers stir
in anticipation. The male prairie
chickens begin arriving on their leks,
the display areas for their courtship
ritual. The leks, also referred to as
"booming grounds," are located on
rises or slightly elevated areas
where vegetation is generally
sparser and the visibility is better
than on lower ground. The males
take up their positions on the territo
ries they claimed earlier after their
arrival on the leks in late February
or early March. In this area, the
prime time for the observation of
their Rite of Spring is from mid
March through May, with peak ac
tivity occurring during the month of
April.

The courtship display of male
prairie chickens commences with
deep bowing, the dropping of wings
at their sides, the spreading and
raising of the rounded tail, and the
raising of black neck feathers (pin
nae feathers that usually lie flat),
which make them look as though
they have horns. Their fancy foot
work is composed of short steps and
rapid foot stamping. The colorful air
sacs are fully inflated with air and a
booming sound is emitted upon re
lease of the air that resembles "a hol
low 00-loo-woo,"13 followed by cack
ling and clucking. The stillness of the
prairie is filled with wondrous
sounds. On a quiet, calm day their
booming can be heard up to a mile
away.

The hens begin congregating after
the booming has started, and watch
the males' displays from the cover on
the edges of the leks. The hens visit
the leks where males are performing
for about a two- or three-week peri
od, during which they eventually se
lect a mate from the performing
males. In fierce rivalry for a mate,
the males will frequently leap into
the air and confront other males, but
they do not actually fight. This is
more a show of bravado and to keep
other males from encroaching on
their territory. As a hen approaches
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a booming male, usually one of those
with a "preferred" territory in the
central part of the lek, the male pros
trates himself on the ground. The
hen steps up to him, bowing and
slightly spreading her wings, to
show that he is "the chosen one." Fol
lowing mating, the male returns to
the lek to continue the ritual and
seek another mate, while the hen de
parts to attend to the tasks of nest
ing and raising her brood. She will
lay 10 to 14 eggs that have an incu
bation period of about 23 or 24
days.14 The males generally leave the
leks at the end of spring and disperse
to their habitats on the grassland.
They usually return to the same lek
year after year.

A modern-day observer described
this annual ritual: "It was a combi
nation of timpani drum and empty,
blow-across-the-top Coke bottle cho
rus-a low-pitched woo, woo, woller,
if one had to attach words to it. It
was beautiful. And I knew what it
was the instant I heard it, even
though rd never seen a prairie
chicken in my life. I quickly put down
pen and paper and scrambled for my
camera to poke through the blind
openings and capture with my eyes
and on film what my ears just heard.
I wasn't disappointed."15

An earlier observer of prairie
chickens, Marion Sloan Russell saw
them when she traveled the Santa
Fe Trail in 1852 at the age of seven.
Marion made a total of five round
trips on the Trail, and in later years
vividly recalled in her memoirs,
Land ofEnchantment (1954), the be
ginning of a new day on the Trail and
seeing flocks of prairie chickens:
"There stretched out before us was a
new-coined day, a fresh-minted
world under a glorious turquoise
sky. Sunbonnets bobbed merrily
over cooking fires, on the air a smell
of coffee. Packing was done swiftly
and the mules hitched to the wagons.
Then the children were counted and
loaded. A swift glance about to see
that nothing was left behind and we
were offfor another day on the trail.
Drivers were calling, 'Get up there!
Come along, boys!' Bull whips were
cracking and all about the heavy
wagons began groaning. The mules
leaned into the collar and the great
wheels began a steady creaking.
Turn where we would, flocks ofprai
rie chicken rose and went sailing
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across the open country."16
Other Santa Fe Trail travelers

wrote about the abundance of these
birds or recorded seeing them on
their journeys across the prairies.
Among them was Josiah Gregg, who
stated in his classic account of the
overland trade, Commerce of the
Prairies (1844): ''That species of
American grouse, known west as the
prairie-hen, is very abundant on the
frontier, and is quite destructive, in
autumn, to the prairie corn-fields."17

Gregg concluded that prairie
chickens and partridges, along with
wild turkeys, geese, ducks, sandhill
and white cranes, plover, curlew,
hawks, and ravens comprised "most
of the fowls of the Prairies."18 David
Kellogg, an adventurer in the first
wave of gold seekers on their way to
the Colorado gold fields, recorded in
his diary on September 23, 1858, af
ter reaching "the last outpost of civi
lization"-Council Grove: "Prairie
chickens were plentiful along the
road yesterday."19 Samuel Raymond,
on his way to the Pikes Peak gold
mines, made a brief note in his jour
nal on April 19, 1859: "Boys went
hunting for prairie hens and rab
bits."20 Lewis Garrard, author of
Wah-to-Yah and The Taos Trail
(1850), also noted in passing that he
saw them on a "detour through the
prairie."21

In 1852, Dr. Michael Steck trav
eled to Santa Fe via the famous Trail
to assume his new position as the su
perintendent of Indian affairs for
New Mexico Territory. His party of
18 men, three women, and two chil
dren set out on October 10 from Inde
pendence, Missouri, reaching Santa
Fe on December 12. In a letter to a
friend back home in Pennsylvania,
Dr. Steck included a comment about
the prairie grouse: "we amused our
selves shooting grouse (prairie chick
ens), which I can assure you are fine
eating particularly when you super
intend the cooking of them your
self."22 Although considerable rain
and snow were encountered, plenty
of game birds were found along their
route. In addition to prairie chick
ens, he mentioned ducks, geese, and
turkeys, which they found "in great
abundance."23

Dr. Steck was not the only Trail
traveler to comment on "the fine eat
ing" provided by prairie chickens. J.
W. Chatham of South Carolina, for
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instance, made an entry in his pri
vate journal on June 6, 1849: "Soon
after day[break] we had a light
shower, wind S.W. warm and a fine
breeze. I had the pleasure of break
fasting on Buffalo calf and Prairie
chicken-both very fine and palat
able. We all ate with wolf-like appe
tites."24

In 1851, Catherine Cary Bowen,
called Katie by her family and
friends, traveled the Santa Fe Trail
from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to
newly established Fort Union in
New Mexico with her husband, Cap
tain Isaac Bowen. She wrote to her
family on June 28, 1851, at the
Wakarusa River,25 where their party
had stopped because of heavy rains:
"we are fixing up to spend the re
mainder of the day here and another
night on this camp ground. The men
servants managed to make us a cup
of coffee in the rain, and as we had a
quantity of cream & biscuit, we did
not fare badly for breakfast. Now at
noon the clouds are giving place
gradually to the 'deep azure and
gold' of a western sky and, oh senti
ment, our Dinah [Katie's servant]
has gone about baking beans and
roasting a fat prairie chicken that
one of the teamsters just brought me.
We do not fare so badly as some
would imagine and you town people
with fastidious appetites have no
idea how well we relish our homely
mess."26 On Christmas Day 1851,
Katie and Isaac hosted the first
Christmas dinner given for the offi
cers and wives at Fort Union. Meat
dishes served included "a roast pig,
saddle of venison, fillet of veal, and
cold roast fowls with jellies,''27 but
whether the cold roast fowls in
cluded prairie chicken is not known.

J ames Francis Riley commented
on prairie chickens in his recollec
tions of freighting on the Santa Fe
Trail and other trails west. These
recollections were privately printed
for family and friends by his grand
son John Riley James in 1959. In his
descriptions of a westward trip in
1859, James related: "Perhaps I had
better tell you here (using the com
mon bull whacker's language) what
our grub consisted of. The first on the
list was black coffee with sugar, next
slapjacks or flat cake. Our only meat
was called sow belly [colloquial for
salt pork] that was usually fried and
the grease saved up to sop our bread
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in or make gravy or for shortening.
These were the mainstays.... After
we got out to where wild game was
plentiful we fared much better. We
could get plenty of prairie chicken
and antelope. That year buffalo was
scarce on our route.... Of course, we
had most of the necessary season
ings to go with those things to make
them palatable and best ofall we had
good strong appetites.''28

Prairie chickens were roasted,
stewed, boiled, or pan-fried by trav
elers on the Trail. The "necessary
seasonings," referred to by Riley,
carried among the provisions con
sisted of salt and pepper and a vari
ety of spices, including cinnamon,
cloves, ginger, allspice, nutmeg, and
mace. According to Samuel P. Ar
nold, author of the popular Eating
Up the Santa Fe Trail (1990), in ad
dition to spices sold in individual tin
containers, seasoning mixtures were
also available to wagon train cooks
and travelers. One example was Dr.
Kochpoder's special mixture proc
essed in Philadelphia, containing
salt, pepper, coriander, cloves, and
other common spices.29

The word spread about the sweet,
fine-flavored, medium-colored meat
of the prairie chicken. It became a
fashionable delicacy across the coun
try and was served in fine restau
rants in many cities, such as Chi
cago, New York City, and Paris.
Market, or commercial, hunting was
prevalent by the 1860s, lasting until
the end of the 1800s. The numbers
killed and sold are described as "be
yond comprehension;" records of
prairie chickens shipped to meat
markets show that 513,000 were sold
in Chicago in 1871, over 600,000
were sold in New York City in 1873,
and one large establishment in New
York City sold 2,400 daily during the
1878 holiday season. Over 14,000
were shipped to Paris in 1875.30

The greatest number of prairie
chickens occurred before large-scale
conversion of native rangeland to
cropland. The Dust Bowl during the
1930s caused serious declines in
their numbers, especially in the
number of Lesser Prairie-Chickens
in southwest Kansas and adjoining
regions of other states where devas
tation was most severe. Their long
time decline has been caused by
many factors, in particular the eradi
cation of native prairie vegetation by
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removal, cultivation and overgraz
ing, conversion to irrigated cropland,
and the spread of towns and cities.
Also, excessively dry years in their
ranges can exacerbate problems for
prairie chickens because there are
less cover and food to raise their
young.

Efforts are being made in many
areas to reverse the longtime decline
of prairie chickens. Today, most of
these birds live on private land. Part
nerships and alliances have been
formed in recent years to bring
ranchers, farmers, and other private
landowners together with state and
federal government game and range
specialists, conservationists, wildlife
biologists, hunters, and many others
interested in working to improve na
tive habitat.

For instance, the Lesser Prairie
Chicken Interstate Working Group
was organized in 2001 by the five
states in which these birds are found
(Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, New
Mexico, and Texas) to implement
range management practices de
signed to improve conditions for
their recovery. Similar groups are fo
cused on helping Greater Prairie
Chickens throughout their range, in
cluding areas in Missouri where this
species is endangered. Activities re
lated to the improvement of habitat
on public and private lands have
shown small, but promising, in
creases in numbers.and in range. For
example, changes in grazing man
agement on parts of the Cimarron
National Grassland have resulted in
a small increase in the population
living there, demonstrating that im
proving range and grazing manage
ment methods can make a differ
ence.3! The continued dedicated ef
forts of these groups and countless
individuals will ensure that prairie
chickens will always be found on
parts of the old Santa Fe Trail, and
their colorful courtship ritual will be
heard and seen on the prairies for
many years to come.
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after moving west from present Ra
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Thanks again to Michael Stubbs for
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cation. Thomson s footnotes and edi
torial notes appear in brackets.}

LESS than a day's drive from this
point the old trail crossed the Cimar
ron, just as it emerges from the
mountains. Here, lived Lucien B.
Maxwell, a Frenchman; one of the
Fremont party, who, with Kit Car
son, and several other members, set
tled in New Mexico, married Spanish
women, and thereby came into pos
session of princely fortunes. Max
well's possessions exceeded in area
several counties as large as our own.
Though autocratic, the old guide and
ranchman was generous to a fault.
His will was the only law recognized
by the hundreds of Indians and
Mexicans who looked to him for em
ployment, and protection.

A one-company post was at one
time established within a stone's
throw of Maxwell's home, but cer
tainly not by reason of any concern
that might be felt for the safety of
himself or his people. The whole Ute
tribe was as absolutely under his
control as is an obedient child to its
mother. Then, the Mexicans about
the place were always sufficiently
numerous to guarantee immunity
from the depredations of any ma
rauding bands of plains Indians.

Separated by an adobe wall from
the Maxwell home stands a two
story hotel of seventy rooms
-Lambert's Hotel-that would be a
credit to any city. Though the walls
are of adobe you would never suspect
it-they being plastered and penciled
in imitation of stone and the iron
caps over the windows with the
heavy iron cornice above gives the
building an appearance that inspires
the question-how came it here? Look
for the answer in the turbid waters of
the Cimarron-made turbid by the
miners washing for gold. Here the
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miners would spend their winters
and with the vanishing snows on the
range they would return to the
diggings-wiser, maybe, but penni
less

Though a number ofthe rooms are
now unused the handsome carpets
and furnishings of others are indica
tive of the luxurious tastes of the
man who built the hotel-Mr. Lam
bert.

But Lambert's bar-room has a rec
ord. Though built in 1871 no less
than 25 men have died with their
boots on in front of Lambert's bar. A
flash of steel or a shot and another
score was settled-another grudge
wiped out.

One wouldn't think that the quiet,
thin-faced Frenchman who today at
tends personally to the comfort of his
guests at the Hotel Lambert had, in
the years gone by, with a nerve just
as cool, and a face just as calm, wit
nessed time and time again, in his
own house, scenes that would rival
those ofthe French revolution. In the
days prior to the advent of the rail
road Lambert's bar-room, a score of
times, presented more the appear
ance of a slaughter-pen than of a ho
tel of Metropolitan pretensions. But
the tourist who today comes in con
tact with the proprietor of the only
hotel at the old historic ranch sees
only the genial host in Mr. Lambert,
the friend and companion of Max
well.

While making a trip over the
Santa Fe trail in 1867 two of our
teamsters met with a narrow escape
from the Indians that may be ofespe
cial interest to all "tenderfeet" who
may pass that way-on the cars.

The name of one of them was
Schaffer, a young Jew, who had
taken advantage of the high wages
paid at the time (on account of the In
dian hostilities) to raise the funds
necessary to get a start in the wool
business. The air castles he was con
tinually building with reference to
the profits he hoped to realize in his
proposed wool speculation fixed
upon him the sobriquet of "Wool
Dealer." During the whole trip he
was known by no other name, so by
that name we will call him. One of
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the six mules composing Wool
Dealer's team was remarkable for
contrariness. The wool speculator
had considerable difficulty in picking
his team from the herd but this mule
he claimed to know by his "general
appearance." On this account that
particular mule was dubbed: "Gen
eral Appearance."

While encamped at Fort Dodge
General Appearance, concluding,
perhaps, that it was unwise to enter
any farther into any wool specula
tions, resolved to follow the fortunes
of his master no longer. At any rate,
he started out over the hills north of
the post, followed by Wool Dealer
and a chosen companion. For three
or four miles the boys followed the
mule.

Then they espied in the distance
what they supposed to be a band of
Indians on the march-about 500
they thought. To be continually
joked about the prospects of the wool
trade was anything but desirable,
but life in camp was preferable, by
all odds, to the fate in store for them
in case of capture by the Indians.

Rapidly taking in the situation
the boys put spurs to their saddle
mules and struck for camp. In a
short time they left the formidable
band of Indians far in the rear. The
boys had got within about a mile of
camp, and were congratulating
themselves on their fortunate escape
when a new danger presented itself.

Nearly in their front and just be
hind a little knoll, one of the boys
(more scared than the other) saw
four or five Indians trying to cut off
their retreat. Galloping down a ra
vine, they followed the old trail into
camp, without having been seen, as
they supposed, by the straggling In
dians.

The boys told the story of their
narrow escape, and the facts being
communicated to General Brooke he
sent out a squad of soldiers to recon
noitre.

In a short time the soldiers over
took the four or five "straggling Indi
ans," whom they found to be scouts
from the fort on their way to meet the
rock train, hauling stone from the
quarries on Saw-Log creek. The rock
train proved to be what the boys had
mistaken for the band of Indians on
the march.

Wool Dealer and his companion
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never heard the last of their "Thrill
ing adventures among the Kiowas,
or of "How we lost the old mule at
Fort Dodge."

On our first trip to Santa Fe over
the Old Trail we were impressed
with the number of goats and burros
to be seen everywhere. Back in the
states a goat is a curiosity and a don
key more of a rarity than his bearded
lordship.

Goats are sometimes kept about
the barnyards of our eastern neigh
bors under the impression that their
presence is desirable by reason of the
possession on the part of the goat of
peculiar disinfecting properties.

If there is any foundation in this,
the country about the western termi
nus of the old trail should be, as it is,
a healthful country, but it is doubtful
about the goat being entitled to any
part of the credit due for the fact. At
any rate the two animals named are
serviceable creatures and we are un
able to see how their place could well
be filled.

The goat is as essential to the wel
fare of our New Mexican neighbors
as is the cow to the average Kansan.
The ranchman without his herd of
goats is an exception. The milk of
cows is considered unhealthful as
food for the human family and good
for calves only. A Mexican, though
the owner of fifty cows would not
milk one of them, but would keep a
herd of goats for the purpose of sup
plying the family with milk, cheese,
etc. By the way, Goat's milk cheese,
as an active agent in appeasing hun
ger is a product of no mean value, as
the writer can testify from personal
experience, and were we less willing
to pander to our vitiated tastes, and
more anxious to economize, so as to
be enabled to live within our means
we would follow the example set by
our neighbors by keeping a few goats
for the cheap food products with
which they would provide us.

In other things besides the goat
question is the example of our Mexi
can friends worthy of emulation
especially when we would view mat
ters from an economical standpoint.
A Kansas man must hitch a pair of
big horses to a heavy lumber wagon
to haul a load of wood, hay, or corn. If
he finds is necessary to go to town for
a few groceries, the same cumber
some wagon is called into requisi-
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tion.
With the Mexican it is different.

Should he find the wood supply get
ting short he mounts his burro and
starts for the nearest timber. In a
short time he returns with the wood
but if you are a tenderfoot you may
wonder what has become of the don
key. If you are a close observer you
may discover his long ears and di
minutive legs in front and beneath a
huge mountain of wood.

With a load of hay you would see
as much of the burro as in the former
case except the ears and legs as
aforesaid. You would probably in
dulge in a little speculation as to
what new motive power had been in
vented by the descendants of Monte
zuma.

Ifour Mexican friend desires to go
on a visit to his wife's people (which
he often does) he has only to drive up
to the door his favorite donkey, and
the carriage is in waiting. It is not
unusual to see a whole family riding
upon a single donkey. It might be
well to state, however, that the fami
lies that are in the habit of riding
upon one donkey do not consist of
more than four or five persons, but it
is safe to add that their combined
weight, in many cases, exceeds that
of the donkey on which they are rid
ing.

If the head of the family finds it
convenient to go on a long journey he
invariably takes the donkey along-to
ride when he is tired, for, when he is
in a hurry, he invariably goes on foot
in a dog trot, driving the donkey bef
ore him. On such occasions the don
key is a great convenience, the driver
can ride while he is resting.

One must admit that the donkey
isn't handsome, but he possesses
many good qualities that recommend
him. He does not object to eating hay
and a little corn or oats but such
luxuries are the exception and not
the rule. A few dry tufts of grass, and
an occasional gunny-sack and he is
content. His digestive organs are
usually in good condition. It has been
said that he can digest miners' over
alls, rubber boots and stray fruit
cans, but these statements are not
well authenticated.

But taken all in all, the burro, as a
faithful servant of man is worthy of
mention. He is hardy, or he would
not survive the treatment he re-
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ceives. It is claimed that he is a small
eater. He might eat more but his op
portunities in this direction are not
usually good. He is reputed to be long
lived. This is doubtless true, at least
the writer never having seen a dead
burro is not prepared to refute the
statement.

But ofone thing he is assured, and
that is that the burro is utilized in
every possible way. The sheep
herder carries his sack of meal from
place to place on the back of his don
key. To the miner he is indispensible,
carrying his provisions and prospect
ing outfit along precipices and over
mountainous districts where a horse
would not venture. He is well
adapted to the work required of him;
he is worthy ofbetter treatment than
he receives and is capable of serving
man in a wider field of action. Suc
cess to the burro and may we have
more of him.

One of the many interesting land
marks of the western terminal point
of the old Santa Fe trail is what is
called the Pecos church, built more
than 300 years ago by the Jesuit mis
sionaries. The quaint carvings with
which the edifice was once adorned
are yet to be seen in many of the
"casas" of the rancheros within a ra
dius of many miles from the pile of
debris that marks the site of the an
cient edifice.

But more interesting still is Old
Fort Barclay, twenty miles east of
Las Vegas. The fort is built in the
form of a square. At two of the cor
ners, diagonally opposite, is a turret,
or block house, the walls of which are
perforated with holes, through
which rifles may be, and often have
been, thrust, to repel the attacks of
marauding bands of Apaches, that
were wont to make their visits more
frequent than pleasant.

And that wasn't very long ago, ei
ther. This condition of things has ex
isted for more than 300 years, and to
this fact is due the quaint style of ar
chitecture peculiar to the country
bordering on that part of the Santa
Fe trail passing through New Mex
ico. The house of every ranchero is a
fort. The home ranch is built in the
form of a square with a court in the
center. The roof is flat and the walls
extending two feet above the rooffur
nish excellent means of defense
against a hostile force.
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What was once a necessity is now
a custom and the "plaza" is the rule
and not the exception in the style of
building peculiar to the Mexican
ranch.

Fort Barclay was for years the
home of the proprietor of the Kroenig
land grant. Mr. [William] Kroenig
was one of the scores of men, who, af
ter their term of enlistment in the
regular army had expired, had set
tled down in the land of the Aztec. He
was an old friend and companion of
Maxwell and Kit Carson, and like
them, had been smitten by a fair
Senorita, the charm of whose smile
had weaned the soldier from a life on
the tented field. Within the walls of
Fort Barclay and for the time a mem
ber of the family of Don Julian Kroe
nig the writer of these lines had
every reason to be assured that the
placid old gentleman never regretted
that the partner of his joys-and sor
rows, maybe-was one of the daugh
ters of Castile.

While domiciled here as a receiver
of forage for the Quartermaster's de
partment at Fort Union (in the win
ter of '68 and '69) our duties were not
so pressing as to debar us the privi
lege of becoming thoroughly ac
quainted with the Mexican character
and it is with pleasure that we are
enabled to testify to the many good
traits of this quaint people.

At a distance from the military
posts, where the native population
has not been contaminated by ad
verse American influences, hospital
ity is a leading trait. Americans re
ceive a hearty welcome at the hands
of the better classes, and right here it
might be said that some of the fair
occupants of these Mexican homes
have, time and again, taken a special
interest in the welfare of their
American cousins-teaching them to
forget that back in the "States" be
dimmed eyes awaited in vain their
promised home-coming.

The language of the people is the
Spanish. Although Ollendorph
claims that the pure Castilian is spo
ken in but two provinces of Spain, it
may be said that comparatively few
provincialisms have crept into the
language, considering the isolation
of the people from the mother coun
try, the intermingling of the race
with the native tribes ofIndians, and
other natural causes.
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Though it has been claimed by a
number of the know-all family that
the Spanish language, in its purity,
is not spoken in New Mexico, one can
rest assured that no fears need be
entertained that should a native of
the country be addressed in the
Spanish language that he will not
comprehend the meaning of the
words spoken.

The language is musical and flows
from the lips in a way that adds
much to the charm of conversation.
Then, too, it is readily learned. There
are many German residents in the
country and their testimony is that
the language can be mastered in half
the time necessary to acquire equal
familiarity with the English.

[A section of Spanish words omit
ted here.]

As to the time required to famil
iarize one's self with the language,
that would depend, of course, on the
degree of application with which the
study is pursued, and the aptitude of
the student. When one is thrown on
his own resources, his perceptive fac
ulties are quickened, and his mem
ory is the better prepared to endure
the tax made upon it. The writer can
testify to the truth of this statement,
having passed several weeks with
the family of Don Vincente Romero,
at La Cueva.

But one person on the ranch could
speak a word of English. This was
young Romero, who had received the
benefit of a college education in the
"States." Inasmuch as the greater
part of his time was passed away
from home, but little benefit was de
rived from his assistance in commu
nicating with the native population.

But the result with reference to
acquiring a knowledge of the lan
guage was very satisfactory. The fact
that the phrase, "chili-eon-carne" re
ferred to a conglomerate mass of
meat, gravy, and red pepper, with
the latter ingredient largely in the
majority, was learned at an early
stage of the lingual development.

The words almuerzo, comida, and
cena (breakfast, dinner, and supper)
were learned by their association
with the several occasions when all
met around the family board to dis
cuss the superiority of "chili-con
carne" over the commonplace Ameri
can dish of ham and eggs.

But in the discussion let us not
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forget the more practical side of our
subject lest by our digression our
readers lose all interest in the Old
Trail.

A government train consisted of
26 wagons, drawn by six mules each.
The train was in charge of a wagon
master, and an assistant, with a cook
and one or two extra hands-usually
30 men to a train. Each wagon was
drawn by six mules or six yoke (12) of
oxen. Wagons of private freighters
were drawn by 10 or 12 mules each,
or by from four to six yoke of cattle to
the wagon.

Government mule trains made
but one drive offrom 25 to 30 miles a
day-breaking camp at daylight and
going into camp about 10 o'clock in
the summer and about 4 o'clock in
winter. With ox trains two drives
were made-early in the morning and
late in the afternoon~ften extend
ing far into the night. Winter trips
were seldom made with government
trains drawn by oxen, but contrac
tors paid but little heed to the
weather or season.

The animals were guarded day
and night by from two to six men
more if a dry camp was made, or
stormy weather, or the presence of
Indians deemed extreme caution
necessary. [In 1862, our train lost 50
head of cattle, while making a dry
camp in the Cheyenne bottoms. Mov
ing the wagons to Cow creek we
spent three days looking for the
strays. The few water holes along the
creek were filled with turtles and
while encamped here a band of
twenty Cheyenne Indians came
along and went prospecting for meat.
In half an hour there were twenty
pony loads of turtles on the banks of
Cow creek but not a single turtle in
that hole of water. The Indians
would dive for the turtles and seldom
missed. Failure to secure a turtle
brought shouts of derision from the
other Indians that induced renewed
exertion and better luck-but not to
the turtle. The Indians requesting
permission for the use of our camp
fire to cook a terrapin found on the
prairie we were treated to our first
lesson in the preparation of a terra
pin a la Cheyenne. The terrapin was
placed on its back before the fire and
roasted alive. Without pepper or salt
for seasoning the meal was devoured
with seeming relish and the meat
was so tender that neither knife nor
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fork was needed in the serving. Their
hunger appeased the Cheyenne
braves wrapped their catch ofturtles
in their blankets and, happy and
contented, departed for their camp
on the Arkansas.]

While passing through the Indian
country-when attacks from the hos
tiles were feared the animals were
kept in a corral formed by the
wagons-in a circl~r were securely
tied with halters or lariats.

To outfit a government mule train
160 mules were required, but for a
train drawn by oxen there were 312
oxen and four mules.

Guards were detailed by the assis
tant wagon-master. It was also his
duty to draw and distribute rations,
assist in repairing such parts of wag
ons as might be broken through care
less driving, stampedes, or imperfect
timbers. Extra timbers and full kits
of tools and a medicine chest formed
a necessary auxiliary to every outfit.

However inclement the weather
men on the plains were seldom sick
from exposure. To be warmly clad
was the rule and to be prepared to
endure the hardships incident to a
trip across the plains was one of the
pre-requisites to employment.
Though rough fare and a hard life
were the rule there was a fascination
about the Old Trail that tended to
obliterate from memory's tablet the
pleasures of the home fire-side-it re
quiring years of time to enable the
victim of the hallucination to realize
that that fascination was but a glit
tering bauble.

Though the Old Santa Fe Trail is
of the past, the memories clustered
about it are not all unpleasant. Let
us cherish these as we would the
many kind acts and pleasant inci
dents that cheer us on as we wend
our way over that other Trail that
leads to the Great Beyond

[Among the incidents of our visit
to the Kiowa camp, near the mouth
of the Pawnee was a sick call that
was unique in our experience. Lying
under a canopy of green boughs was
the worst used up specimen of the Lo
family I ever saw. The Indian had
been gored by a wounded buffalo and
if that Kiowa ever went on another
hunt the medicine man that patched
him up ought to be interviewed and
the case reported in full for the bene
fit of the medical profession.]
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PIKE'S COLUMN
(continued from page /)

Olathe, where her husband died in
1886. She then moved to Larned,
where one of her daughters is the
wife of Col. Wesley Rowe Adams, and
her only son, Charles Sturdevant, is
engaged in business. She was a year
old when Pike was killed, and her
recollections are vivid and of marvel
ous interest. She has always been an
ardent politician. Her son-in-law,
Colonel Adams, was born in Ross
county, Ohio, August 12, 1838; was
educated in the common schools and
at the Ohio Wesleyan University,
Delaware, Ohio. Enlisted in the Un
ion army August 1, 1861, and served
as a private, corporal and sergeant in
Company A, 27th O. V. 1. [Ohio Vol
unteer Infantry], for about thirteen
months; was in the battles at the
siege of New Madrid, Mo., Island No.
10, and Corinth, Miss. Was a~

pointed captain of company K, 89th
O.V. 1., September 6, 1862, and was
with that regiment in all its marches
and battles. Was captured, together
with all the brigade, or what was left
of it, at the battle of Chicamauga,
Sunday evening, September 29,
1863, and confined to Libby prison
until February 8, 1864, when he es
caped through the tunnel, reached
the Union lines in safety, and joined
his company at Ringgold, Ga., and
took part in Sherman's campaign.
Was commissioned colonel of the
175th O.V.I. near the close of the
war. He has a diary of his prison life
and a brief account of his escape,
which he is keeping for his children.
He came to Independence, Mo., in
1865, and married Miss Jennie Stur
devant in 1866; moved to Olathe,
Kan., in 1869, and to Larned, Kans.,
in 1873. While in Missouri he was
engaged in farming and stock busi
ness. and in Olathe in the real-estate
business. As president of the Larned
Town Company, laid out the town of
Larned in 1873, and since then has
laid out his homestead in additions
to Larned. Officiated as clerk of the
district court of Pawnee county dur
ing the first term of court ever held
in the county. Was the first school di
rector, organized the first school, and
appointed the first teacher in
Pawnee county, paying a salary of
$33.33 per month. Held the office of
probate judge by appointment one
year and by election four years. He
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holds the oldest commission of jus
tice of the peace, though he never
qualified as such. Was the first
Methodist to locate in the county,
and helped to organize the first
Sabbath-school and church, in the
early part of 1873.

Mrs. Maria H. Grafton, in the
Topeka Capital, says:

"A number of interesting inci
dents concerning the Pike family,
and which have never been pub
lished, were related to the writer re
cently by Mrs. Sarah W. Sturdevant,
who was the daughter of General
Pike's only sister, Maria Heriot. Mrs.
Sturdevant now lives at Larned.
When General Pike (he was a lieu
tenant then) started on his history
making expedition through the
Southwest, he was accompanied by
his wife and sister as far as St. Louis.
The general was very fond of his sis
ter, and took the liveliest interest in
her welfare and training. He desired
that she be well educated. He was
particularly desirous that she be
come a good speller, and in his let
ters to her took from her letters the
mispelled words and placed them in
a column and in an opposite one he
again placed the words correctly
spelled. Mrs. Pike and her sister
kept journals, as diaries were then
called, but after the death of Mrs.
Sturdevant's mother they were in
some way destroyed.

"Lieutenant Pike was called upon
to take command of the expedition
going north at the request of General
[Henry] Dearborn, whose health was
such that he was unable to make the
trip. In order that he take command
of the expedition, it was necessary
that he be made a brigadier general.
This promotion he refused to accept
unless his father, Major Zebulon
Pike, who had served long and cred
itably in the army, was also pro
moted. The government acceded to
his demand, and his father was
made a colonel.

"General Zebulon Montgomery
Pike left one child, a daughter, Clara
Brown, named for her mother, whose
maiden name was Clarissa Brown.
The daughter married Symns Harri
son, the eldest son of President Wil
liam Henry Harrison. He died early
in life, leaving his widow with six lit
tle children, three boys and three
girls. The death of the husband seri
ously affected the wife, and to the
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end of her life her mind was clouded.
She died from taking the wrong
medicine during a slight illness. Of
the six grandchildren who were left
by this sad occurrence solely in the
care of Mrs. Z. M. Pike, the eldest,
Pike Harrison, was, after his grand
father's death, adopted by the gov
ernment and educated at West
Point. He was killed by the Indians
somewhere in the West during a
skirmish in which the troops and
regulars were engaged. [Montgom
ery Pike Harrison was killed by Indi
ans October 7, 1849, near the Colo
rado River in Texas.] Symns Harri
son, jr., was killed by lightning while
crossing the Rio Grande river in a
boat. William Henry married, set
tled in Kentucky, and reared a large
family. The eldest granddaughter
was named Zebuline, in honor of her
two grandfathers. Two of the daugh
ters married physicians. The death
of the elder sister was most pathetic.
The younger sister died of Cholera
and the body was taken to the home
of the eldest for burial. The body ar
rived shortly after noon and was bur
ied at sunset. The remaining sister
was stricken with the malady, and
died at sunset on the following day.

"Mrs. Sturdevant is the represen
tative of the Pike family in Kansas.
Her husband was a Presbyterian
minister. For many years they con
ducted a boarding-school for girls,
first at Springfield, Ohio, and later
at Indianapolis. They followed their
children to Kansas. Rev. Sturdevant
died in Olathe several years ago, af
ter they had been married more than
fifty years. Mrs. Sturdevant is
eighty-nine years old. She takes an
interest in everything about her,
keeps up with current events, and is
refined, cultured, and companion
able. She lives with her widowed
daughter, Mrs. Clara S. Byrne, who
will be remembered as having vis
ited Judge and Mrs. McFarlane in
Topeka some years ago. Her other
daughter is the wife of Colonel Ad
ams, ofLarned. She had one son. Col.
Zebulon Pike, the father of Zebulon
Montgomery Pike, was once honored
by a visit from Lafayette, and warm
friendship existed between the two.
Many of the family mementoes were
destroyed in a fire. Among them was
the British flag which General Pike
ordered to be folded and placed un
der his head when he was dying, the
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suit. he wore when he received his fa
tal wound, a life-size oil painting of
himself, and a number of presents
given him by the Spaniards while
they held him a prisoner of war. The
Spaniards also sent Mrs. Pike costly
presents, among them a beautiful
white silk dress-pattern, which later
made her daughter's wedding gown.

"General Pike seemed to have had
a presentiment that he would not re
turn from his expedition to the
north. He visited his daughter, who
was in school in Philadelphia, and
wrote on the margin of a letter to her
mother loving messages and re
quests, one being to look after an or
derly who had been with him long,
and to whom he was much attached.
General Pike's last words were,
'Keep the flag floating.' He was loyal
to his country, a courageous com
mander, and a loving, indulgent hus
band and father."

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

I am so glad I was able to travel
from Virginia to attend Rendezvous
2002 in September and to meet so
many pleasant and congenial SFT
scholars and students. The talks
were informative and interesting, all
the programs were excellent, the
food was wonderful, and the entire
event was beautifully planned and
organized. The bus tours were tre
mendously interesting to me, and
gave me the opportunity to see areas
of the Trail only visualized in my
imagination for many years. What a
treat to meet Ralph Hathaway and
to accompany him on a tour of Ral
ph's Ruts.

My one regret was that time did
not allow Tour East to encompass
the Cow Creek Crossing, of special
interest to me due to a July 1864 In
dian siege of the wagon train with
which my grandfather and great
grandfather traveled (see WT, Aug.
2000). However, my cousin patiently
allowed me a lot of time to explore
and photograph Cow Creek sites on
our trip from the Rendezvous to her
home near Kansas City.

I was excited to find that natural
features and the railroad's location
correlate closely with my grandfa
ther's and the 1914 Lyons, KS, news
papers' placement for the Cow Creek

November 2002



T. W. Carmichael

Crossing used by the 1864 wagon
train in question (their crossing was
not the SFT marked crossing), as
well as the location of this wagon
train's camp and battle with Indians.
This has fueled my interest in re
searching further the crossing(s), the
reported sod hut and rifle pits used
by soldiers there at some times, as
well as the relative location of a
nearby Mexican wagon train under
Indian attack at the same time in
July 1864.

If there is anyone who can direct
me to 1864 or 1914 Cow Creek Cross
ing area maps, land deeds, or plats, I
would appreciate this or any other
relevant data.

Again, it was a rewarding and
thoroughly enjoyable Rendezvous. I
had a great time. The closing pro
gram at Fort Larned, "Yellow Ban
dannas? The Real vs. Hollywood," re
minded me of an early "movie re
view" written by my grandfather,
Thomas White Carmichael, for the
Odessa, MO, Ledger, Sept. 28, 1923,
about The Covered Wagon (copy en
closed).

Beverly Carmichael Ryan
1515 Fairway PI

Lynchburg VA 24503
Thank you. Your grandfather's

movie review follows.
Editor

THE COVERED WAGON
by T. W. Carmichael

[Reprinted from Odessa, MO, Led
ger, Sept. 28, 1923.]

One dozen, I think would cover
the number of times that I have at
tended moving picture shows. They
have never appealed to or interested
me.

Some two weeks ago while in Kan
sas City, my friends urged me to see
the movie, "The Covered Wagon." I
went.

Now this show represents the
story of an emigrant train that
crossed the plains in 1848-75 years
ago-from Missouri to Oregon.

The emigrants with families as
sembled at Liberty and Independ
ence and when all things were ready,
got together and started on that long
six months trip of hardships, priva
tions, and dangers.

And when the pictures began to
appear on the screen and the scenes
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and incidents that I had witnessed
fifty-nine years ago, how I wished for
John Cobb, Jimmie Renick, George
Boxley, Tom Hockensmith and Oscar
Galloway, all old plainsmen of sixty
years or more ago. How we would
have enjoyed together the old camps
and other scenes.

Many of the pictures were true
representations, many were faulty
and subject to criticism from an old
plainsman.

The dress of the women and chil
dren was certainly designed by some
old, old woman who knew the styles
ofthe day. In speaking ofthe dress of
this show, and of other objects I refer
to the dress and implements used in
making the picture.

The skirts of the women reached
the ground, wide aprons with long
strings-a great contrast to the dress
of the women tourists who travel the
same trail today-no string to the
apron she wears to tie the boy to.

Many incidents of the camp life
were real and brought up vividly the
past of an old plans man.

The buffalo hunt was the best and
truest to the real of any of their pic
tures. The camp fires were invaria
bly of wood-the old plainsman would
wonder where they got it. Their river
crossings were arranged from some
imagination.

When they started their wagon
covers were white and clean, and af
ter six months of travel in dust and
storm, they were still white and
clean-ours weren't. The men and
women landed in Oregon in the dress
in which they started, clean and in
good condition-ours were a sight
when we got through.

But the greatest bungle of the pic
ture to the old plainsman was the ab
sence of corral. In the score or more
of camp scenes shown the wagons
were never in regular corral, but
scattered around promiscuously
here and there. The corral is an elon
gated circle made of the wagons,
with front wheels of the wagon
drawn close up to the hind wheel of
the wagon in front. This corral serves
two very important parts on the
plains. It is the only pen or lot in
which to yoke the oxen or to catch
and harness their horses and mules.
Then in an Indian attack they have a
fort composed ofheavy laden wagons
all around them, and from such a
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stronghold they can repel a much
stronger force. In the picture, when
on the move, the wagons were hardly
ever in line, but mixed up-ox team
wagons, mule or horse-sometimes
driving as many as four abreast.
Now when that picture was made,
had anyone of the old plainsmen
named above been present, they
could have set the picture men right.

The saddest picture represented
the Indians charging into the camp,
the wagons scattered about over a
wide and open camp ground, shoot
ing men, women and children with
deadly and unerring arrows. Had
that camp been as represented, no
one of that camp would have lived to
tell the story, for Indians never at
tacked without a greatly superior
force.

Many dreadful scenes were shown
in that battle and when the fight was
over and the survivors were gather
ing up the dead, and wounded and
pulling the arrows from their pierced
bodies, I remembered seeing a
wagon boss pulling an arrow from
one of our wounded boys, and he had
to place his foot on the boy to keep
from lifting him from the ground.
The man died the next day.

"The Covered Wagon" will clinch
the attention of any old plainsman,
and I think it will show to the
younger generation to some extent to
what hardships, privations, and dan
gers the pioneer who conquered the
plains were subjected.

They say the picture was made
from a "love story"-that part of it
was of no interest to me for that part
of it will never grow old as long as
young men and young women in
habit the world. I would like to read
the story and will if some one will tell
me where to find it.

Now in closing let me say to the
reader: ifyou have the opportunity to
see "The Covered Wagon," with all
its faults, it will prove a pleasure to
the aged and an educator to the
young.

REMEMBER THE SFTA IN

YOUR WILL AND BE

COME A MEMBER OF THE

JOSIAH GREGG SOCIETY
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"A BOLD AND FEARLESS RIDER": ED MILLER AND THE PAPER TRAIL
by John Stratton

[John Stratton is a native Kansan
and charter member of SFTA. He is
currently director ofthe Regents Cen
ter Library at the University ofKan
sas, Edwards campus. Prior to that
he was Director of Wallerstedt Li
brary at Bethany College in Linds
borg, Kansas. The title for this article
comes from Mollie Hoops's 1885 rec
ollection of the death of Ed Miller:
"Edward Miller was a young man
about eighteen years old who was fa
miliar with the trail and was a bold
and fearless rider" (quoted in
Franzwa, item 12 below). Stratton
would be interested in knowing about
any further materials not included in
this article that notes or discusses Ed
Miller's death. Please contact him at
2620 Cranley St, Lawrence KS 66046
(785) 842-2957, <jstratton@ukans.
edu>./
ONE of the most poignant and po
tentially confusing tales in the his
tory of the Santa Fe Trail in central
Kansas may be one about the death
of eighteen-year-old Ed Miller on
July 20, 1864, at the hands of Chey
enne Indians near present-day Can
ton, Kansas. Research into this
single, isolated incident reveals a
plethora of conflicting historical ac
counts that detail the event, includ
ing the date of his death, Miller's
purpose for traveling on the Trail,
and even his given name.

There can be little doubt that
Miller died on the day noted above, a
fact corroborated by a significant
amount of research and other con
temporary accounts published since
at least 1911, including the recollec
tions ofR. C. Coble, A. A. Moore, and
Frank Doster, all published in the
Marion County Record in the early
years of the 20th century. The recol
lections of these persons serve to set
tle the facts: On July 20, 1864, young
Ed Miller was traveling on the Trail
on an errand of mercy for the pur
pose of bringing Mrs. E. P. Water
man from Big Turkey Ranch to Mar
ion to care for her ailing daughter,
Mrs. A. A. Moore, wife of A. A.
"Lank" Moore, one of the early set
tlers in Marion County. Miller was
killed by Cheyenne Indians near
present-day Canton, Kansas, while
undertaking the task.
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Nonetheless, what the novice re
searcher may potentially discover
are numerous published and occa
sional unpublished accounts re
counting Ed Miller's death as occur
ring either in 1864, 1865, 1869, or
even 1885. Further, it has been re
ported in some sources that Miller
was either on an errand of mercy for
an ill woman, a substitute mail car
rier, a Pony Express rider, going to
visit nearby friends, riding for help
from a ranch besieged by Indians, or
was a member of a caravan passing
through the area, died of smallpox,
and was buried at the present site of
his grave. Moreover, his name has
been reported as Ed, Edward, Edgar,
and in two accounts as George. All
accounts agree he was eighteen
years old at the time of his death in
what is now extreme east-central
McPherson County and that he was
killed by Cheyenne Indians.

Examination of some of the re
search about Miller's death also re
veals a lack of agreement as to the
occupants of the Big Turkey Ranch
near the site of Miller's death and
who may have witnessed Miller's
death some 3-4 miles to the north
east of that site. At least one record
notes that Mrs. Fuller, wife of Char
les Fuller, founder of Fuller's Ranch
in 1855, was the person Ed Miller
was going to fetch, while others note
it was Mrs. Waterman, wife of E. P.
Waterman, who was to be sum
moned. Indeed, Mr. Waterman has
been identified as "E. P," "Eli," "Vet,"
and "Ira" Waterman. As noted above,
historical accounts have indicated
Miller's true errand was to retrieve
Mrs. Waterman to care for her ill
daughter in Marion Center. Indeed,
this part of the Ed Miller story is
linked to the wider history of the
Fuller Ranch in McPherson County,
another important Santa Fe Trail
site in east-central McPherson
County.

In addition, some accounts of the
death of Ed Miller raise questions
about the black tombstone marking
Ed Miller's grave. Private citizens
from Marion had marked Ed Miller's
grave with this monument some 40
years after his death. Further, the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
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Gravestone of Ed Miller, with DAR
marker behind, Jones Cemetery, Mc
Pherson County, KS. Photo courtesy of
Gregory Franzwa.

tion placed a red granite marker di
rectly behind (or in front of) the pri
vately erected monument in 1906.
The date inscribed on the privately
erected marker has added to the con
fusion surrounding the date of Mil
ler's death, and there are legitimate
but unanswered questions about
whether or not the year of his death
recorded on the marker was
changed. For example, at least two
contemporary accounts note the date
on the marker appears to have been
changed to 1869 from either 1864 or
1865. If this did occur, when was it
changed, why, and by whom? These
questions remain unanswered but
have added to the general lack of
consensus in written accounts about
his exact date of death.

The purpose of this article is to
present an annotated bibliography of
some of the published (books, arti
cles, and pamphlets) and unpub
lished literature (manuscript or
typescript material) that note or dis
cuss Miller's death. The intent is to
guide interested readers and reo
searchers through part of the "paper
trail" that illuminates this incident
of Santa Fe Trail history in central
Kansas. All entries are numbered
and arranged alphabetically by
author or title. Following the biblio
graphical section, each numbered
entry is indexed under the following
headings: (A) date (year) of Miller's
death as indicated in the entry, in
this case either [1864], [1864 or
1865], [1864, 1865, or 1869], [1869],
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or [1885]; (B) his name as reported in
the item or document; and (C) the
reason for Ed Miller being on the
Trail to begin with, or his occupa
tion, as articulated in the individual
source (mail carrier, Pony Express
rider, etc.).
Numbered entries:
1. Barry, Louise. "The Ranch at Lit
tle Arkansas Crossing." Kansas His
torical Quarterly, 38:3 (1972): 287
294.

Barry's article discusses the wide
spread Indian raids along the Santa
Fe Trail in central Kansas in July
1864. On page 291, to clarify com
ments made by G. W. Ridge in a let
ter dated July 24, 1864, Barry notes
in parenthetical remarks that "the
body of the youth [referred to by
Ridge] killed on July 20-Edgar
Miller, of Marion-was found near
present Canton in McPherson
county" (italics mine). Barry, of
course, is well known to Santa Fe
Trail scholars for her series of arti
cles about ranches along the Trail as
well as other contributions to Kan
sas history, including the invaluable
Beginning of the West: Annals of the
Kansas Gateway to the American
West, 1540-1854. Note item 8 below,
wherein it is noted that Ed Miller's
brother (not identified) states Ed's
name was Edgar, not Edward.
2. Berry, Mike. "Cemetery recalls
deeds long past." Wichita Eagle, May
25, 1998, pp. 9A & 13A.

Berry's article provides informa
tion about the Jones Cemetery near
Canton, Kansas, where Miller is bur
ied. He states that Cheyenne Indi
ans killed Ed Miller on July 20, 1864,
and debunks the legend that Miller
was a Pony Express rider when he
was killed. As Berry wrote: "the Pony
Express only operated for 18 months
in 1860-61, and did not cross
McPherson County" (p. 13A).
3. "Camp Tales - Chapter Reports"
(under the chapter heading
"Quivira"), Wagon Tracks: Santa Fe
Trail Association Quarterly, 9: 1
(Nov. 1994): 16.

The chapter notes for the Quivira
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation describe a tour of historical
sites in McPherson County, among
them the Ed Miller gravesite. It
stated, "Miller was killed by a war
party of Cheyennes in July 1869."
4. City of McPherson, Kansas. Com-
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prehensive Plan. "Chapter 2 / His
torical Development: Early History
of the McPherson Area . . ."
<http://www.mcphcitybpu.comlcpmc
hpt2.htm>, revised August 2, 1999.

This document was found on the
Internet and states Ed Miller was
killed by Cheyenne Indians on July
20, 1864 (p. 3). It reports that Miller
was delivering a message to "Mr. and
Mrs. Ira Waterman" at the "Big Tur
key Creek Ranch (Fuller's Ranch)
that their daughter was very ill and
wanted them to come to her in Mar
ion." The section discussing Miller's
death also states, without further at
tribution, that "the date of death on
Miller's marker has been altered."
On p. 4, a brief description of Ed Mil
ler's grave appears.
5. Cordry, Mrs. T. A. The Story of the
Marking of the Santa Fe Trail by the
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion in Kansas and the State of Kan
sas. Topeka: Crane and Co., 1915.

Cordry writes on page 116: "The
other markers in Marion county are
placed as follows ... the other at
"George Miller's grave," on the
McPherson county line, on land then
belonging to M. M. Jones. This last
marker is on a cement base, at the
head of the grave of George Miller,
who was killed at this point by Chey
enne Indians in 1865. His grave is at
the tip of a small knoll by the side of
the trail. The grave has been kept in
good shape, and was the starting
point for a country cemetery." On p.
162, marker "34. George Miller's
grave" is listed. It may be that the
sources used by Mrs. Cordry in
cluded those articles in the Marion
County Record published in 1911/
1912 that originally (and errone
ously) reported Miller's death as
1865 (see item 7 below).

Cordry's book was reprinted in
1996 with an added addendum enti
tled "Addendum to the Marking of
the Santa Fe Trail" by Shirley S.
Coupal and Mrs. Vincent Traffas.
Following page 164, on page 11 of the
separately-paged addendum, mark
er 34 is listed in McPherson County
as follows: "Jones Cemetery, Ed Mil
ler's grave, killed by Cheyenne in
1865."
6. Cress, Don. "Short Trail Ride
1988." Wagon Tracks~ 2:4 (Aug.
1988): 6.

Cress's article describes a horse
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and wagon ride on the Santa Fe Trail
in central Kansas in 1988. The last
paragraph notes that the riders vis
ited Jones Cemetery "where 18-year
old Ed Miller was buried after being
killed by Cheyennes in 1864."
7. "The Death of Ed Miller on the
Santa Fe Trail: Articles from the
Marion County Record, Marion, KS,
1911-1912." Wagon Tracks, 10:2
(Feb. 1996): 10-13.

The brief introduction to these re
printed articles states that Ed Miller
"was killed by Indians near the Trail
in 1864 (mistakenly given as 1865 in
some of the following information)."
This collection of articles provides
important information about Ed Mil
ler's death as it appeared in theMar
ion County Record in the years 1911
1912.

The articles reprinted include
"How Ed Miller Died" by "An Old
Settler" (see item 24 below). This ar
ticle states that the "E. P. Water
man" family, residents at Turkey
Creek Ranch, watched through "field
glasses" from the rooftop as Indians
chased a rider east along the Trail
and overtook him in a "cloud of dust."
It is interesting to note that the end
of this article includes a postscript
stating "Henry Roberts, mentioned
in the article, has purchased a beau
tiful black granite tombstone to be
placed at the grave of Ed Miller, giv
ing his age, date of death, and by
whom killed." One presumes that
Roberts initially would have had it
carved to read "1864" since he was
one of the men to find Miller's body
and must have been well aware of
the year. However, upon examina
tion today the tombstone appears to
have been altered sometime in the
past to read 1869. Pantle, item 19 be
low, includes further comments
about Miller's companion Alphonse
Bichet, who briefly accompanied him
on the Trail that day. Pantle dates
this article from the Marion Record
as January 11, 1912.

Another article reprinted is enti
tled "That Miller Story: Another Pio
neer Writes Interesting Account of
Ed Miller and Indians," which con
tains the recollections of R. C. Coble,
one of the men who found the body of
Ed Miller after his death. Mr. "Eli
Waterman," resident at Turkey
Creek Ranch, is listed in the article
as one of the "early inhabitants of
Marion county in those early days."
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Other reprinted articles include
"In the Early Days," which contains
more recollections from Coble. The
article entitled "Further Testimony
from Old Timers Concerning the
Death of Ed Miller," reprints letters
from Frank Doster (sent to Henry
Roberts, another of the discoverers of
Miller's body on the Trail after his
death) and A. A. Moore (sent to Alex
Case), who notes in his letter that
the Watermans were "my wife's par
ents" and that "Vet Waterman," who
lived at the ranch where Ed Miller
was going, was still alive at the time
of the writing of the letter (ca.
1911/1912). In addition, a summary
of a letter from H. P. Paddock, an
other discoverer of Miller's body, to
Charles Atkinson, is included in this
article. In all cases, these letters
state unequivocally that Miller died
on July 20, 1864, and was on an er
rand to fetch Mrs. E. P. Waterman
from the "Running Turkey" Ranch to
care for an ailing Mrs. A. A. Moore in
Marion.
8. "The Ed Miller Story" <http://
www.stjohnks.net/santafetrail/resea
rchledmillerstoryu.html>. No date.

This article is a compilation/com
bination of other separate articles
noted in item 7 above that appeared
in the Marion County Record in ei
ther 1911 or 1912 (Pantle, item 19
below, dates one of the articles as ap
pearing in the January 11, 1912, is
sue). However, this article goes on to
state (p. 3) that "the date of 1864 has
been changed sometime in the last
thirty years to 1869. The actual date
of death was 1864 (on Miller's grave)
according to several sources" (italics
mine). In addition, notes at the end
of this article provide information on
Miller's family and his true given
name, Edgar, according to one ofMil
ler's brothers (who is not identified).
The story also refutes the legend
that Miller was a Pony Express
rider, noting that Ed Miller was a
"handman for cattle ranchers in the
area."
9. "The Ed Miller Story - 1864"
<http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/ch
ase/miller.html>. No date.

This document is the same as the
above except proceeded by an intro
ductory paragraph stating, "Part I 
Submitted 1/12/02-by Larry Laloge,
the great-great-grandson of 'French
Frank,' Frank Laloge. Thanks for
the contribution, Larry." Frank La-
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loge started his trading post on the
Santa Fe Trail in 1861, according to
Pantle (see item 19 below, part I, pp.
23-24). His store came to be locally
known as "French Frank's" store.
10. Flory, Raymond L. Historical At
las of McPherson County. McPher
son, Kansas: McPherson County
Historical Society, 1983.

Flory notes on page 62 that the
"Ed Miller memorial ... is located in
Jones Cemetery. Miller was a young
man who substituted as a mail car
rier on the mail route between Mar
ion Center and Fuller's Ranch when
the regular carrier, a Mr. Roberts,
was at home with his sick wife. In
July of 1864 Miller, in the line of
duty, was overtaken and killed by
Cheyenne Indians." Pages 61 and 65
of Flory's Atlas contain maps placing
the "Ed Miller Memorial" near Can
ton, Kansas.
11. Franzwa, Gregory M. Impres
sions of the Santa Fe Trail. St. Louis,
MO: Patrice Press, 1988.

Franzwa provides an account of
Miller's death but does not provide
the date. He states that Miller was
"riding to a nearby ranch ... to bring
news of a relative's illness and rode
into an ambush." He also recounts
the story of residents at the ranch,
presumably the Turkey Creek
Ranch, who watched through a tele
scope the Indians "circling a single
rider." The residents are not identi
fied.
12. Franzwa, Gregory M. The Santa
Fe Trail Revisited. St. Louis, MO :
Patrice Press, 1989.

Franzwa writes on page 67 that
Miller was killed in 1865. He re
prints an account written by Mollie
Hoops in 1885 (wife of Evan Hoops,
one of the discoverers ofMiller's body
after his death). The Hoops arrived
in Marion County in 1864 (see item
24 below, p. 20). Mollie Hoops re
called Miller's death as occurring in

. 1865 as the result of a general Indian
raid in the vicinity of western

,McPherson and eastern Marion
counties. Interestingly, a photo
graph of Miller's headstone and the
Santa Fe Trail marker near it on
page 68 is captioned "A DAR marker
stands near the headstone of Ed
Miller, killed by Indians in 1864."
13. Hackleman, Kathy. "N. Mexico
woman finds burial site of relative."
McPherson Sentinel, October 2,
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1989, p. 1.
The article states, "According to

the marker, 18-year old Miller was
killed by Indians in 1864 or 1865 (the
date is not clear)." It is unclear if the
author is referring to the last digit on
the tombstone or to varying accounts
about the year of Miller's death that
do not agree on the year.
14. Hintz, Forrest. "Stone Marks
Spot Where Legends Began." Wich
ita Eagle & Beacon, May 31, 1982,
pp. 1A & 7A.

Hintz stated that Miller's grave
stone is inscribed with the date of
death "July 1869, but even the date
is suspect, because the figure '9' ap
pears to have been recut from either
a '4' or a '5,' and the monument was
not erected until Miller had been
dead nearly 40 years." Hintz gives
credence to the legend that Miller
was substituting as mail carrier for
Henry Roberts. Miller, Hintz writes,
apparently agreed to serve that fate
ful day since Roberts, a family man,
may have been killed by Indians "on
the prowl."
15. "Historical Tour - Centennial
year - 1970" [Unpublished manu
script, McPherson County Historical
Society - October 25].

This manuscript, found in the
McPherson County Historical Soci
ety, contains notes prepared for a
tour of historical sites in McPherson
County. On page 1 it states "Ed
Miller ... was scalped by the Indians
in 1869, leaving a legacy of legends
about how he met death." The leg
ends, recounted in this manuscript,
include that he was a "substitute
mail carrier," that he was at a ranch
besieged by Indians and "volun
teered to ride for help," and that he
was going to fetch an ill Mrs. A A.
Moore's mother at "Empire" (note
the inclusion of this town as the loca
tion of Mrs. Moore's family, not the
Turkey Creek Ranch).
16. Long, Margaret. The Santa Fe
Trail: Following the Old Historic
Pioneer Trail on the Modern High
ways. Denver: W. H. Kistler, 1954.

On page 79, Long writes the in
scription on Ed Miller's grave stone,
"a column of polished black marble,"
reads as follows: "Ed Miller 1Aged 18
yrs. I killed by I Cheyenne Indians /
July 7, 1885." This brief notation
presents the latest date found con
cerning Miller's death. There is not
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an attribution or citation. Could it be
that Mollie Hoops was the source of
an 1885 description of the death of
Ed Miller (reprinted in Franzwa's
The Santa Fe Trail Revisited, item
12 above)?
17. Mallinson, Jane. "DAR markers
on the Santa Fe Trail, Part IT'
Wagon Tracks, 5:4 (Aug. 1991): 14
16.

. Under the heading "McPherson
County" (p. 15), Mallinson refers to
"Jones Cemetery, the location of the
grave site of Ed Miller, killed in 1864
by Cheyenne Indians on the trail."
18. Montgomery, Alan. "Trail a vivid
part of county's history" McPherson
Sentinel, August 23, 1979, p. 1.

In a survey of historical spots in
McPherson County, Montgomery
writes that Miller was "killed by
Cheyenne Indians in 1869."
19. Pantle, Alberta, "History of the
French-Speaking Settlement in the
Cottonwood Valley," Kansas Histori
cal Quarterly, 19:1 (Feb. 1951): 12
49.

Pantle writes on page 25 of part I
that "on July 20, 1864, Ed Miller, a
young boy of Marion Centre, was
sent to take a message to the E. P.
Waterman family at Running Tur
key creek on the Santa Fe Trail west
of the Cottonwood Crossing." Pant
le's article notes that possibly the
last person, among the settlers at
least, to see Ed Miller alive was Al
phonse Bichet. Note that Pantle cites
the source for this statement as the
January 11, 1912, issue of the Mar
ion Record. Part II ofthis article con
cludes in 19:2 (May 1951): 174-206.
20. Santa Fe Trail/McPherson
County, Kansas / [pamphlet] ["His
toric Trails Award / Boy Scouts of
America / Sponsored by Troop No.
133/ McPherson, Kansas"] No date.

Under "Points of Interest Item I"
the following information is pre
sented: "Ed Miller's Grave-East of
Canton near the center of the Jones
Cemetery . . . is the black marble
gravestone of Ed Miller who accord
ing to the inscription was killed by
Cheyenne Indians in 1869."
21. Simmons, Marc and Hal Jack
son. Following the Santa Fe Trail: A
Guide for Modern Travelers, third
edition/revised and expanded. Santa
Fe: Ancient City Press, 2001.

Simmons writes on page 109 that
"Miller, a mail courier (not a Pony
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Express rider)" was "killed on the
SFT in 1864 by Cheyennes." Sim
mons is well known among Trial
scholars and members of the Santa
Fe Trail Association for his many
contributions to Trail history.
22. Sterling, Edith. "Following the
Santa Fe Trail Through Kansas,"
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion Magazine, 97 (Nov. 1963): 901
903.

Sterling's information mirrors
Cordry's information (item 5 above)
that "George Miller" was "killed by
Cheyenne Indians in 1865."
23. Van Meter, Sondra. Marion
County, Kansas, Past and Present.
Marion, KS : Marion County Histori
cal Society, 1972.

Van Meter gives an account of
Miller's death but assigns no date.
She writes: ''The most serious inci
dent involved the Cheyenne ambush
of eighteen-year-old Ed Miller.
Miller had offered to go to the C. O.
Fuller ranch on the Santa Fe Trail in
McPherson County to get Mrs.
Fuller to return with him and care
for the ill Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Fuller's
daughter, at the A. A. Moore ranch in
northwestern Marion County. Miller
was traveling toward the Fuller
ranch when the Cheyennes caught
him, tortured and killed him. His
body was found a mile west of the
present Marion-McPherson county
line." Many other accounts state that
"E. P. Waterman" and family resided
at the "Fuller" ranch by 1864, then
referred to as the "Turkey Creek"
ranch. Further, many sources note
that Mrs. Waterman was the mother
of Mrs. A. A. Moore. The A. A. Moore
family was living near Marion Cen
ter by that time, not at the site of the
original Moore ranch (in which place
Charles Fuller was living by
1864-see the articles reprinted in
Wagon Tracks, item 7 above). The
footnote at the end of the passage
about Ed Miller cites David Wiebe's
boo.k Grace Meadow (item 25 below),
which assigns the date of death as
1869.
24. Vogt, Martha Pat and Christina
Vogt, comps. Durham Centennial
Book: Pride in the Past, Faith in the
Future. Durham, KS: M. P. Vogt and
C. Vogt, 1987.

I?- the chapter entitled "Ed Miller,
IndIan Casualty / How Ed Miller
Died" (pp. 16-17), it states that Ed
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Miller died in July 1864. [Note in the
Wagon Tracks article entitled ''The
Death of Ed Miller on the Santa Fe
Trail" (see item 7 above), the date er
roneously appears as July 1865.] The
material provides an account of how
Miller was dispatched by his father
from their residence on ''Mud Creek"
to the ''Turkey Creek Ranch" to fetch
Mrs. Moore's mother to visit her in
Marion Center. Note the article
states that Mrs. Moore's mother was
n~t Mrs. Fuller but Mrs. Waterman,
WIfe of the owner of the "Big Turkey
Creek Ranch on the Santa Fe Trail."
Charley Fuller was not apparently
the owner of the Turkey Creek
Ranch by 1864, but was in fact resid
ing at Moore's Ranch (see item 7
above).

The chapter entitled ''The DAR
Places First Markers for the Santa
Fe Trail," (p. 22) reprints an article
from the Durham Journal dated Oc
tober 4, 1906, comprised of a letter
from Alex Case to the DAR, noting,
but not specifically dating, the "mas
sacre of Ed Miller, of our settle
ment."
25. Weibe, David V. Grace Meadow:
the Story of Gnadenau and Its First
Elder, Marion County, Kansas. With
Illustrations. Hillsboro, Kansas :
Mennonite Brethren Publishing
House, 1967.

On page 34, Weibe writes: "In
1869, eighteen-year-old Ed Miller
was killed by Cheyennes on the Old
Santa Fe Trail. He was the last white
person killed by Indians in central
Kansas." See also the photo of Mil
ler's tombstone between pages 32-33.
26. "Youth's Death Adds Tale to
Sa1?-ta Fe Trail Legends" [Unsigned
artIcle], McPherson Sentinel, March
11,1961, pages unknown.

The article mentions the "legacy of
legends" about how Ed Miller met
his death. The legends recounted
include Miller may have been killed
by Cheyenne Indians in July 1864
while serving as a "substitute mail
carrier"; that he was a member of a
Santa Fe Trail caravan and died of
smallpox and was buried in the
grave marked by the DAR; that he
was riding for assistance from a
ranch besieged by Indians; that he
was going to visit friends; and that
he was a Pony Express rider. No
conclusion regarding the veracity of
anyone of these legends is offered.
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Index to the Ed Miller articles
cited above:

DATE OF DEATH
The following index entries are ar

ranged by date of death as reported
in the numbered items above. Some
articles that survey the various
Miller legends indicate more that
one year of death: hence there are in
dex entries with multiple years.
1864. See item numbers: 1, 2, 4, 6,
7,8,9,10, 17, 19,21,24,26
1864 or 1865. See item numbers:
12, 13
1864, 1865, or 1869. See item
number: 14
1865. See item numbers: 5, 22
1869. See item numbers: 3, 15, 18,
20,23,25
1885. See item number: 16
No date ofdeath indicated: 11, 23

Note: Item 23 "Van Meter" gives
no specific date of death but cites
item 25 "Weibe" as the source, which
gives the date of death as 1869;
hence the double index entry for item
23.
GIVENNAME

The entries below list Miller's
given name as follows:
Ed. See item numbers: 2, 3, 6, 10,
11,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
23,25,26
Edward. See item numbers: 7, 12
Edgar. See item numbers: 1, 4, 8,
9,24
George. See item numbers: 5, 22
PURPOSE FOR BEING ON THE
TRAIUOCCUPATION

Ed Miller's purpose for riding on
the Santa Fe Trail, or his occupation,
has been disparately presented in
various accounts. These reasons/oc
cupations listed below are followed
by entry numbers referring to en
tries above. Please note some have
multiple entries, viz. if the entry re
counts multiple legends, e.g. items
15 "Historical" and 26 "Youth"):
Errand of mercy. See item num
bers:2,4, 7,8,9, 11, 12, 13,15,19,
23,24
Mail carrier. See item numbers:
10,14,15,21,26
Pony Express rider. See item
number: 26
Going for helplbesieged by Indi
ans. See item numbers: 15, 26
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Died of smallpox. See item
number: 26
No specific purpose/occupation
indicated. See item numbers: 1,
3,5,6,16,17,18,20,22,25

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHER'S TRADING POST

Chris Day, Editor
The education committee is seek

ing ways to help teachers and stu
dents learn more about the Trail.
Young people may receive encour
agement from publication of student
writings (item 1), and programs for
teachers are now available (items 2
and 3).
Student Poem

This poem was written as part of
a multimedia presentation on Kit
Carson and the Santa Fe Trail.
Shawn Lopez is a fifth-grade student
at Pinon Elementary in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. The teacher is Eileen
Stapleton.

Kit Carson
Kentucky was my home. that's true.
But saddle making made me blue.
So off I ran to the Santa Fe Trail.
Along came Apache. wagging his

tail.
This horse of mine was my best friend.
He took me to hunt and fish to the

end.
I trapped beaver in water as cold as

ice.
And found time to be married. not

once. but twice.
I guided and scouted and camped

outside.
On many cold nights. I nearly died.
I lived a full life the adventures were

great.
Oops I should mention Idied in '68.
By the way. my name's Chris. Kit Car

son to some.
I'd love to tell more. but I've got to run!
Summer Teacher Workshops

The SFI'A Education Committee
is planning summer workshops for
teachers in Missouri, Kansas, Okla
homa, Colorado, and New Mexico.
The purpose of the workshop is to
provide teachers with materials that
will help teach the Trail and cover
state standards.

Teachers will be introduced to
research-based "best teaching prac
tices." Each workshop will empha
size the state standards that can be
applied to the study of the Trail.
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Teachers will leave the workshop
with "ready-to-use" materials easily
adapted to own their social studies
classes.

The first of these workshops will
be in Lamar, CO, in July, 2003, for
two days. College credit will be avail
able. Teachers of grades 4-8 will be
nefit most from the workshop.

Watch Wagon Tracks for more in
formation. If you have questions,
please contact Marcia Fox <foxmjr@
wamego.net>.

Summer Trail Venture Available for
Teachers, with College Credit

Preparations and educational
meetings are currently in progress
as Chris Day and Janet Armstead
are gearing up for the 10th Santa Fe
Trail Trip with eleven- and twelve
year-old students from North
Central Kansas. The ten-day trip
will be June 1-10, 2003, following the
Cimarron Route to Santa Fe and
taking the Mountain Route back to
Kansas.

The students travel in chartered
busses and camp out in national,
state, or private campgrounds. All
students are divided into work
groups and help do the necessary
chores it takes to keep a caravan of
this size traveling down the road.

A trip of this magnitude requires
adult chaperones and, with each trip
over the years, many have helped
Chris, Janet, and former educational
leader Marcia Fox. The Santa Fe
Trail Association always seeks to
reach out to teachers because they
are the link in teaching children the
history of the Santa Fe Trail.

To help SFI'A reach some of the
educational goals, Day and Arm
stead are making available a few
adult chaperone positions on the
2003 Trail trip. These openings will
be for teachers who would like to
travel with the modern wagon train
and learn the benefits of taking stu
dents on a historic Trail adventure.
College credit will be available if
desired.

The cost of the trip for the
teachers includes (1) travel expenses
to and from Wamego, Kansas, (2)
SFI'A membership dues if not
currently a member, and (3) college
credit. If interested, call Chris Day
(785) 456-8254 or Janet Armstead
(785) 456-7737.
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LARGE FREIGHT WAGON, CIRCA 1846 REPLICA
BUILT FOR BENT'S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

by Doug Thamert

{Doug Thamert, craftsman operating
Southwest Wagon & Wheel Works,
PO Box 738, Patagonia, Arizona
85624, constructed this large freight
wagon for Bent's Old Fort National
Historic Site, delivered November 28,
2001. He says, "After numerous years
of research, a year of planning, and
nine months of building-voila-a de
finitive piece." Thamert has been
building and repairing historically
accurate horse- and ox-drawn vehi
cles and their related accoutrements
for over 30 years. His customers have
been primarily museums and histori
cal societies. He plans to retire from
this business after completing a large
''pipe wagon" for Arizona State
Parks. He has a lot ofparts and some
tools for sale.]

This ox-drawn wagon was inter
preted, designed, and built by Doug
Thamert, doing business as South
west Wagon & Wheel Works, with
assistance from other Arizona crafts
men. The construction was based on
my research and that of Mark L.
Gardner, author of Wagons for the
Santa Fe Trade, 1822-1880, an in
valuable reference. This vehicle is a
replica of a large freighting convey
ance used to transport merchandise,
not people, on the Santa Fe Trail,
circa 1846. This style of wagon is
usually referred to as a "Conestoga
Type" freighter.

There are only a few extant speci
fications and no existing wagons
from the pre-Civil War SF!' period
which can guide construction of a ve
hicle of this type. Only small bits of
related information were found in re
mote journals, newspaper ads and
articles, and in historical documents
that gave clues to various aspects of
this freighter. Certain features of the
Conestoga freight wagons and vari
ous heavy European wagons are visi
ble in this replica, along with some
features that are known to have ex
isted in 1854 through the Civil War
in 1865. It was surmised that some of
these later features had their begin
nings in the mid 1840s.

The scale of this large freighter
was designed around a few known
specifications, such as: inside box di
mensions of 42" wide by 12'6" in
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length, 42-43 cubic feet of freight,
and a carrying capacity of 6000 to
6500 lbs. It was also discovered that
a wide iron-tired wheel was hard to
pull through f1e prairie loam and
that a tire from :3" to 4" in width was
preferred. It is :1lso known that oxen
and mules pulled this size vehicle
during this period. Merchants or
dered wagons from builders in and
around Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and from St. Louis, Independence,
and Westport, Missouri. With
growth of the Santa Fe trade and the
advent of migration to Oregon and
California, all wagon and blacksmith
shops were flooded with orders for
both small and large freighters.
Early newspaper accounts and some
journal entries implied that the In
dependence builders tried hard to
make their mark in the trade and de
veloped a reputation for better qual
ity wagons, built at competitive
prices, and in a more commercial
fashion with fewer frills. Hence,
some of these features, as best could
be determined, were incorporated
into the Bent's Old Fort large
freighter.
Wheels: The wheel styling reflects a
European influence that could still
have been seen in heavy wheels built
by immigrant wheelwrights em
ployed in Missouri. The riveted fel·
low clip is a type of early clamping
device used to keep the tires at
tached to the felloes. This could have
been thought of by a wheelwright or
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blacksmith who received reports
from his merchant customers that
the tires on last year's wagons loos
ened up and in some cases fell off.
This loosening was actually wood
shrinkage. It was the result of poorly
cured oak drying out while moving
through the hot, dry environment of
the West.
Gear: The heavy axles are iron
plated/clad on the spindle ends and
are pierced on the ends so that a
linchpin can be used to hold the
wheels on the axle. This spindle
plate rides on heavy rings pressed
into the ends of the hub. The skein or
thimble-end axles, using a large nut
to hold the wheel on and riding on a
cast cone pressed into the wheel hub,
had not come into use at this period.

The long front and rear hounds
with collars and the round-end reach
still reflect European styling. Newly·
evolved features are the reach going
between the rear hounds, the short
ened rear portions of the front
hounds, the loose or dropped tongue
thru-bolt, and the uprights on the
ends of both bolsters.

Research came up with no men·
tion of leverlblock brakes. The chain
brakes worked well while going
down a steep grade by restricting the
revolving wheel causing them to
drag/skid and not turn. They also
worked well in keeping the wagon
stationary while not in use or backed
up to a loading dock. Since braking
systems were costly to build, it is

19



surmised that merchants wanted in
expensive basic wagons with fewer
amenities.
Hitch Equipment: The tongue
style is a loose or drop design which
moves up and down with the oxen as
they traverse the changing terrain.
Earlier tongues were of a fixed or
stiff design irritated the neck of the
animals due to its rigidity in the
changing grades. The wheel yoke of
oxen were secured to the tongue by a
U-pin that attached the yoke ring to
the end. The swing and lead yokes
were not attached to the tongue but
to the front axle through the use of
chains. There are two short chains
going from each front axle hook to a
large ring directly under the tongue
thru-bolt. From this ring a single
chain went forward under the
tongue, through the two chain irons
and through the ring at the end of
the tongue. A trip-latch was at
tached to this chain and to another
length of chain with a trip-latch. The
desired numbers of oxen were then
attached to a series of latches and
chains. Six or eight oxen would pull
this large freighter or what was
known as three or four yoke of oxen.
There were no singletrees and eve
ner (doubletree) because oxen are
not hitched with trace chains nor do
they have breeching to hold back the
wagon.
Body: The curved sill/floor and
canted end-board design reflects the
European and Conestoga influence.
This curved design keeps the mer
chandise centered in the wagon. Al
though tales claimed this design al
lowed the body to float across
streams more easily, this concept is
false. Additional flooring was added
under the center of the bed, where
the majority of weight was, which
gave support at a point where the
cross members are farthest apart.
The outward canted end-boards al·
lowed a type of wedge to be dropped
in, possibly that of merchandise or
the teamster's baggage. As the
wagon bumped down the road the
wedge would continue to work down
ward, wedging the merchandise
tighter. The top portion of the front
end-board lifts out for accessibility
purposes and the bottom portion re
mains rigid. The entire rear end
board folds down, acting as a ramp
for loading purposes at a dock. Ear
lier wagons had lift off end-boards,
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which did not act as ramps. Soon af
ter this period the sills became
straight and the end-boards became
less canted. Perhaps builders had to
find faster ways to meet the high de
mand for less expensive wagons
since curved sills and canted end
boards were labor intensive and
more costly to build.

The body is constructed with four
types of wood. White oak cross mem
bers, ash sills, poplar side and front
end-boards, and vertical grain, in
this case fir, flooring, rear end
boards, and lazy board. All of the
side and end-boards and the flooring
are ship-lapped planks. This com
mon type of joinery helped keep the
dirt, dust, and water off the mer
chandise being transported. Pre
vious use of square edge planking
and the hot, dry weather in the West
caused the wood to shrink, allowing
dirt, dust, and water to become a se
rious problem.

In 1846 it was noted in newspaper
accounts that the wagon makers and
blacksmiths of Independence had in
stock several tons of assorted iron to
help meet the demand for wagons.
This assortment of stock rounds and
flats allowed the blacksmiths to iron
wagons faster and allowed the
wagon builders to lessen their wood
working labor by replacing some
wood with iron. This eliminated a
good portion of the traditional rave
body construction time, but it also
appealed to the merchant buyers be
cause it meant a lighter, stronger,
and less expensive unit. The side
board moldings on this replica are
wooden pegged and riveted to the
sideboards and no screws or carriage
bolts are used anywhere on the vehi
cle. All of the nails and ironwork are
forged. There are a few hundred
wagon-box rivets used throughout.
Factory-made bolts, nuts, and fas
teners in general, except rivets, were
expensive and not available in quan
tities in that period. Shops had to
make their own taps and dies, hence
the sparing use of bolts and nuts.
Bolts and nuts were used only where
future repairs or adjustments might
be necessary.

It is unlikely that these wagons
had any additional ornamental iron
work, as did the Conestoga wagons,
since unnecessary cost was impor
tant to the merchants who ordered
them.

Wagon Tracks

Top Sheet and Bows: Osnaburg
coarse linen was originally used as
sheeting and a double layer was nec
essary to repel rain and dust. This
second layer could also serve another
purpose. The hold-down ropes were
loosened on one side and untied on
the other. The cover was drawn par
tially over the top, to one side of the
wagon, allowed it to be used as a can
opy. Two light poles were used to
support this shelter. Unfortunately,
we are no longer able to obtain Osn
aburg linen so unbleached 10.5 oz.
cotton duck was used, treated with
waterproofing and UV inhibitors.
They are sewed in the traditional
manner. The tie rope used is manila,
it should have been hemp but again
that material is no longer available.
The top bows are white oak but could
be hickory. Both woods are tradi
tional.
Feed Box and Provision Box: The
feed box, on rear, is made in a tradi
tional manner using poplar, hand
made nails and rivets in the banding,
and wooden pegs in the joinery. The
feed box is large enough to grain one
yoke of oxen at a time which was
done at the end of the day or when
necessary to maintain the strength
of the animals.

The provision box, on front, is
made similar to the only two known
to exist in museums. It is also made
with poplar, with the same banding
and joinery as is present in the feed
box. The hinges, hasp, and staple are
forged and attached in the tradi
tional fashion. This box was a gen
eral use box and perhaps was used to
carry the gold and silver received as
the preferred payment for merchan
dise.
Lazy Board: Oxen cannot be driven
with lines and must be driven by
bUllwhackers who walk along side
them and prod them with sticks and
long whips in order to keep them in
the yoke. Consequently this vehicle
had no seating inside the wagon.
Also, the wagon was filled with mer
chandise and the merchant did not
want anyone on top of his goods. So
an improvised seat board was in
stalled on the outside of the wagon
that slid out from under the bed, be
tween the wheels on the near side,
which offered the drover a place to
rest temporarily when the animals
were lined out/pulling in unison/in
the yoke.
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Paint & Coatings: All ofthe wood is
coated with a combination clear wa
terproofing which includes UV in
hib~to~s a~d an anti-fungal, over
whIch IS pamted an old-style oil base
paint with UV inhibitors added. Ear
lier wagons were known to have a
Linseed Oil and Turpentine mix wa
terproofing applied under an oil
based lead paint. Pennsylvania-built
wagon bodieslboxes were painted
blue; the exact shade of which is in
question. The gear, wheels and
hitch equipment were painted red;
the exact shade of this also open for
debate.

Independence-built wagons wish
ing to be recognized over the rest
were likely painted a different colo;
and that is why light green and ver
milion, sometimes referred to as red
in early documents, were chosen.
This color combination was a popu
lar color combination on early com
mercial vehicles and could ha~e had
its beginnings on these heavy Ameri
can freighters. It is unlikely that
these early wagons were decorated
with any other type of stripe or orna
mentation, which would add to the
cost.
Conclusion: These freight wagons
seldom returned to Missouri. They
were often sold in Mexico or New
~exico o~ were spent after the long
rIgorous Journey. There was one ac
count of a seasoned merchant who
drov~ five Independence wagons to
MeXICO and returned with four that
were sadly in need of repair after
traveling approximately 8000 miles.
Most American merchants would re
turn to the States in small parties,
on mule or horseback, with pack ani
ma~s or som~times w.agons carrying
theIr belongmgs, theIr specie and a
few packs of beaver pelts. Some were
known to return, via ship, from Vera
Cruz, Mexico, to New Orleans. When
back in the States they would again
order more merchandise in Philadel
phia, New York, or Boston and
freight it to Pittsburgh, ship it down
t~e Ohio River to the Mississippi
RIver, up to St. Louis, and up the
Missouri to Independence. There
they would take delivery of new wag
ons and more oxen or mules. When
winter lifted, the merchants with
their new teamsters, hunters, and
herders were off again to Bent's Old
Fort, on to Santa Fe, and down into
Mexico.
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic In Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion
original images, and skill in craft~
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
EnglIsh, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

This poem by Inez Ross describes
~ranl;ois Xavier Aubry who dashes
m and out of most SFT general histo
ries. ~iographies of Aubry may be
f?und 10 Ralph P. Bieber's introduc
tion to Exploring Southwestern
Trails: 1846-1854, vol. 7 of The
Southwest Historical Series (Glen
dale: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1938), pp.
38-62, and Donald Chaput, Fran~ois
X Aubry: Trader, Trailmaker and
Voyageur in the Southwest, 1846
1854 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark Co.
1975). '

Born Dece~ber 4, 1824, in Que
bec, Aubry mIgrated to St. Louis "to
earn more to help my parents." Bie
ber noted his "tremendous energy" in
his early employment and recorded
his first trip acr?ss the plains as May
1846. After domg some trading in
S.anta Fe and traveling up the Mis
SIssippi, his "craving for almost con
stant activity" aligned itself with his
decision to become a Santa Fe
trader. He was one of the first trad
ers to take wagon trains across the
plai:t~s during all seasons of the year,
and 10 1851 he opened the important
Aubry Route between the Arkansas
River in far western Kansas and
Cold Spring in the Oklahoma pan
handle.

Aubry became famous for his
record-setting rides on horseback be
t~een Santa Fe and Independence.
HIS first speed effort was in 1847
when he averaged nearly 75 miles
per day, after which his determina
tion to travel fast only increased. He
made two more attempts, setting
new records each time.

The Santa Fe Republican wrote
"this gentleman travels with a rapid~
ity almost super-natural." After his
most famous ride, when he left Santa
Fe September 12, and arrived in In-
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dependence, September 17, 1848, af
ter five days and sixteen hours, a rec
ord. that has never been broken, the
DaLly.Missouri Republican recorded
surprIse to see him in St. Louis only
a few days later, as "if an apparition
had sprung up." The Weekly Reveille
r~marked Aubry "transcends the
hist~ry of traveling." Hearing of his
co~sIder~ble hardships, the Daily
Ml-Ssoun Republican commented
"no season or weather stops him." ,

So it may be that Franl;ois Xavier
A:ubry haunts the Trail still. After
h~s death in Santa Fe at the hands of
RIchard H. Weightman on August
18,. 1854, he was eulogized as "The
SkImmer of the Plains," "Lightening
Traveler," "Fleet Traveler of the
:'rairie," '~elegraph Aubry," and
Great Pla10s Courier." Plains Indi

ans knew him as "white cloud."
Regarding the bet that poet Inez

Ross alludes to in stanza three
Chaput wrote: "In later years ther~
was much talk of bets placed by Au
bry on these trips. The figures go
from $1,000 to $10,000, but the hard
evidence is thin. However, Aubry did
t~ll [Geo~ge D.] Brewerton that for
his preVIOUS [second] ride he wa
gered a large sum."

Rec~ntly Ross traveled the Ghost
Wal~ 10 Santa Fe, guided by Donna
PadIlla who told haunted tales of the
town.

Santa Fe Ghost
by Inez Ross

Late at night when the moon has set
And the Plaza shops are all locked
If you stand on the street named

Santa Fe Trail
You may hear the strange clippity-

clop

Of a horse that is galloping up the hill
Pounding along the street
Following the tracks to old Missouri
Where Trail and river meet

Th~~ay it's the ghost of Francis X. Au-

Riding to win a bet
Of a six-day, ten-thousand-dollar ride
And a new record to set

He won the bet with hours to spare
And rode the Trail again
But lost his life in a Plaza fight
And departed the wortd of men

And now his spirit continues to ride
Listen! You cannot fail
To hear the sound of Aubry's horse
On the enchanted Santa Fe Trail
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PARTNERSHIP FOR THE
NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM

by Ross Marshall

[Marshall is SFTA representative to
the Partnership for the National
Trails System.]
ALONG with the Trail of Tears As
sociation and the Cherokee Nation,
the Partnership co-hosted the 8th
Long Distance Trails Conference at
Fort Smith, AR, October 17-21. At
tendees from SFTA were board
member Dub Couch, past president
Bill Pitts, and Beverly Howell, edu
cation director at the Santa Fe Trail
Center. Attending from the National
Park Service were Andrea Sharon
and John Conoboy from the Santa Fe
office and from the Salt Lake City of
fice were Kay Threlkeld and Jere
Krakow, newly-appointed Superin
tendent of Long Distance Trails for
the Intermountain Region.

Over 110 registrants attended
with all 22 National Historic and
Scenic Trails represented. A full
schedule of workshops and plenary
sessions were held supporting the
theme of "Telling Our Trails' Stories
- Educating the World about the Na
tional Trails System."

We were pleased to have as our
special guest Lynn Scarlett, Assis
tant Secretary of the Interior for Pol
icy, Management and Budgets. She
spoke on the elements involved in
the "four c's": conservation, coopera
tion, communication, and consulta
tion, which are the basic links that
foster effective relations between
public agency and private group
partners on each of our trails.

In addition, we were invited to
participate with the Trail of Tears
Association conferees in an all-day
tour of Trail of Tears sites on the
18th. Included were the Cherokee
Nation's historic sites in Tahlequah,
OK, and the nearby Cherokee Heri
tage Center. The historic Murrell
Home and Fort Gibson were also on
the itinerary.

At the Partnership's Leadership
Council meeting, a clear focus was
made on the necessity of multi-year
planning, not only by the Partner
ship, but by the federal agencies and
each of the trail support groups like
SFTA. Various bylaws amendments
were passed, committee reports on
membership growth, fundraising,
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the status of FY03 appropriations in
Congress, and 2003 work plans were
made. Reports were also made by
Steve Elkinton of NPS, Deb Salt of
BLM, and Jim Miller of the USFS.

The following officers were
elected: Chair Derek Blount of the
North Country Trail Association,
Vice-Chair Ross Marshall of SFTA,
Secretary Kent Wimmer of the Flor
ida Trail Association, and Treasurer
Liz Bergeron of the Pacific Crest
Trail Association.

Concerning the SFT appropria
tion request for FY03, there mayor
may not be a bill passed in the "lame
duck" session following the election.
More on this subject later.

DEDICATION OF ELM GROVE
MARKER

by Ross Marshall
ON June 1, 2002, an interpretive
marker was dedicated southwest of
Olathe, KS, near the site of the Elm
Grove Campground on the Westport
Route of the Santa Fe-Oregon
California Trai I. The marker was
furnished by the Oregon-California
Trails Association and installed by
OCTA's Trails Head Chapter, who
also conducted the ceremonies.

SFTA and OCTA member Shirley
Coupal, Historian for the Kansas
'Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, was the first
speaker. She reviewed the marking
of the Santa Fe Trail by the DAR,
1906-1908, with 95 red granite stone
markers in Kansas and, in particu
lar, the five in Johnson County. The
marker shown above was placed in
early December 1907. Similar gran
ite markers were also placed later in
Missouri, Colorado, and New Mex
ico, and recently in Oklahoma, on
the Santa Fe Trail.

Wagon Tracks

SFTA and OCTA member Craig
Crease then took the stand and re
viewed the history of the Elm Grove
Campground. In brief, this history is
summarized by the text on the
marker:

For over three decades starting in
1827, Elm Grove Campground, one mile
east of here near the bridge on Cedar
Creek, was an important frontier trail
camp site. Thousands of Santa Fe trad
ers, Oregon and California emigrants,
missionaries, mountain men, soldiers
and '4gers camped at Elm Grove, in
cluding such frontier notables as John
Fremont, William Bent, Tom Fitzpatrick,
Francis Parkman and Philip Sf. George
Cooke.

Elm Grove Campground, originally
named Caravan Grove, began in 1827
as a result of the Sibley survey of the
Santa Fe Trail. Sibley was seeking a more
direct route through present-day John
son County, bypassing Lone Elm Camp
ground, known then as Round Grove,
which was 2lf. miles southeast of Elm
Grove on the same Cedar Creek. These
two campgrounds were often mistaken
for each other.

Elm Grove was often used as a camp
on the first or second night out from
Westport. On July 2, 1841, Richard L. Wil
son, bound for Santa Fe, recorded in his
diary ". . . just at sunset on the second,
we descended a precipitous declivity to
a place of which nothing remained but
the name Elm Grove, and one solitary lo
gan of a stricken tree 'To mark where an
Elm grove had been. A beautiful rivulet
bubbled forth from the base of the hill,
and as we wound our way down, we
spied a single campfire . . . of an old
Mexican hunter."

In that same year, the famous
Bidwell-Bartleson party. the first emigrant
wagon train to California, came though
Elm Grove, as did a portion of the Great
Migration of 1843 to Oregon. The Mexi
can War brought the Laclede Rangers
and other frontier military units through
Elm Grove Campground In 1846-48.
Many '49ers seeking California gold
came through Elm Grove as well.

By the mid 1850s the stagecoach
from Westport crossed at Cedar Creek.
and by 1857 David P. Hougland had
bought the land and raised a cabin at
Elm Grove. The land remains with the
Hougland family today.

SFTA member and Trails Head
Chapter President Dick Nelson, pic
tured above, was the last to be intro
duced. After his remarks, he un
veiled the marker. A good crowd was
on hand for this National Trails Day
event, including several civic leaders
and descendants of early area set
tlers, including the Hougland family.
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

Looking for an investment? An
autographed copy ofAlong the Santa
Fe Trail by Marc Simmons and Joan
Myers, limited edition, is listed on
the Internet for only $1,750. If you
miss this one, there is another of the
limited edition for $500, and there
are other copies, unlimited edition,
available for $60, $37.50, and $12, or
paperbound copies for $10-$16.95.

• • • •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Trail is a focus for promotion
and publicity in New Mexico this
year. Seven regional golf courses
have combined their advertising
budgets to promote "Golf on the
Santa Fe Trail." Remember the Trail
was about commerce. A tour of the
seven courses includes a total of 144
holes, with fees ranging from $25 to
$125 per course.

• • • •
In Las Vegas, NM, there is a huge

area for rodeo events called the
Santa Fe Trail Event Center. Also, in
Las Vegas, the December Electric
Light Parade will be "Winter Fun on
the Santa Fe Trail." The Trail does
live on.

• • • •
EI Camino Real de Tierra Adentro

National Historic Trail Draft Com
prehensive Management Plan is now
available online at <www.elcamino
real.org>. Comments on the plan are
solicited.

SFTA member Inez Ross has writ
ten a highly-acclaimed novel, The
Adobe Castle: A Southwest Gothic
Romance, which may be ordered
from her at 614 47th, Los Alamos
NM 87544, <inezross@sisna.com>.

• • • •
Efforts are underway in the Kan-

sas City region to create a ''Missouri
Kansas Heritage Area," to be
designated by Congress. There are
now 22 such areas in the nation. The
proposed area would extend from
Lexington to Lawrence and from St.
Joseph to southern Kansas City.

• • • •
The Kaw Mission State Historic

Site in Council Grove has an infor
mative website at <www.kawmis
sion.org>. Membership in the
Friends of Kaw Heritage, $10 a year
for individuals and $20 for families,
is worth your consideration. Ad·
dress: 500 N Mission, Council Grove
KS 66846.

A meeting to organize an EI
Camino Real Association, similar to
the Santa Fe Trail Association, to
support the new National Historic
Trail, will be held at the Interna
tional Heritage Center south of Soc
coro, March 14-15, 2003.

• • • •
SFTA President Hal Jackson is

writing a guidebook for EI Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro, similar to
Following the Santa Fe Trail.

••••

grim unless someone could get a
message out to nearby Fort Hemp
stead to bring help.

Millie Cooper, age 12, volunteered
to ride a horse through the Indian
lines to summon that aid. Her dan
gerous venture, against overwhelm
ing odds, succeeded, and help ar
rived in time to save the occupants of
Cooper's Fort, including some impor
tant historic people. This beautiful
book will make a splendid gift for
that special child or grandchild. It
will be treasured for generations.

Mary J. Straw Cook, Loretto: The
Sisters and Their Santa Fe Chapel.
Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 2002. Pp. xviii + 118. lllustra
tions, glossary, notes, bibliography,
index. Paper, $22.50. Available from
Last Chance Store.

Mary Jean Cook has revised her
1984 edition by the same title (long
out of print) to include her findings
on the carpenter who constructed
the spiral staircase, about the death
and burial of Sister Mary Alphonsa
Thompson on the Trail, and other
additions. The chapel is located on
the Santa Fe Trail.

This handsome volume, enhanced
with 30 black-and-white and 10 color
photos, provides the conclusive ac
count of the chapel, one of the most
popular structures visited by tour
ists in Santa Fe every year. This
book and Sister Patricia Jean Man
ion's Beyond the Adobe Wall: The
Sisters of Loretto in New Mexico,
1852-1894 (reviewed in last issue)
dovetail to provide an important
view of one part of New Mexico's
heritage.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

Richard Flint, Great Cruelties Have
Been Reported: The 1544 Investiga
tion ofthe Coronado Expedition. Dal
las: Southern Methodist University
Press, 2002. Pp. xix + 647. Maps, il
lustrations, notes, bibliography, ap
pendices, glossary, index. Cloth,
$45.00

Richard Flint is one of the fore
most scholars of the Coronado Expe
dition, 1540-1542, with several pub
lications to his credit. Through the
lengthy records of testimony from
the 1544 investigation (presented as
Spanish transcriptions with English
translations), Flint examines the re
lationships and effects of contact be
tween the explorers and indigenous
peoples. The evidence shows that the
treatment of natives was, by Spain's
standards, "unacceptably brutal."
"The expedition had tortured, exe
cuted, and terrorized American na
tives." The results were far-reaching
and long-lasting.

This volume is essential reading
for every serious student of the Co
ronado Expedition or the impact of
European conquest on native peo
ples. The craftsmanship of the con
tent and the presentation is impecca
ble.

• • • •
Marc Simmons, Millie Cooper's Ride,
A True Story from History. Illustra
tions by Ronald Kil. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press,
2002. Pp. 56. lllustrations & map.
Cloth, $16.95. Available from Last
Chance Store.

This wonderful, true, action
packed story by Marc Simmons,
written for young people about the
age of the story's heroine and accom
panied by 23 color illustrations, 28
line drawings, and a map, all skill
fully executed by Ronald Kil, will de
light readers of all ages. During the
War of 1812, Cooper's Fort on the
Missouri frontier (west of the later
town of Franklin and on the road
that became the first segment of the
original Santa Fe Trail) was be
sieged by Indians fighting on the
British side. The situation looked

~
. ,~ . .
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

On October 12 eleven members
joined thirty-five other people for an
interesting all-day tour of Willow
Bar Crossing, Trujillo Springs, Wolf
Mountain, Cold Springs Creek, Sig
nature Rock, Camp Nichols, McNees
Crossing, and other points of interest
on the Trail in Oklahoma.

After lunch President Blakeley
conducted a short business meeting.
The chapter voted again to place
Dave Webb's book, Santa Fe Trail
Adventures, in area schools in the
grade studying the Trail. All officers
were reelected to serve another year.

The next meeting will be in Baca
County, CO, in January, date and
time to be announced.

SFTA Ambassador Ralph Hathaway vis
its with Rod Podszus at Ralph's Ruts dur
ing Rendezvous tour. Photo courtesy of
Beverly Carmichael Ryan.

praise is often accepted as authentic
history by the public when they are
anxious for a hero to worship.

When the news of the death of Lyon
reached us. it was interesting to notice,
among comments of soldiers who had
served under him, that the almost in
variable verdict was. "Well. the old son
of a gun is punished properly at last."

Our post here had been named Fort
Wise, in honor of Governor [Henry A.J
Wise of Virginia, but now, as he was
gone over to the rebels, the name was
changed to Fort Lyon in honor of the
hero of Wilson's creek.

Riley, Kans., the account of his death
had a special interest to us.

Lyon has always been greatly over
rated and over-praised. Soldiers and
officers who served with him for years
before the war never detected the
slightest indicatiol of any of those bril
liant qualities that war historians have
discovered in hirr. since his death. If he
possessed any such admirable traits
and such a lovable personality as they
attribute to him, it is strange that those
who were intimately associated with
him in the Regular Army during many
years of service did not find it out. But,
on the contrary, they found him to be a
crank, who exhibited many character
istics that were not exemplary in an offi
cer, and which estranged his fellow
officers from him, and made the sol
diers dislike him very mUCh.

He used go to about Fort Riley. when
he was in command there. always slov
enly and slouchy in appearance, sour.
morose, misanthropic in his manner,
and exhibited, when opportunity pre
sented, a cold, unfeeling cruelty, a
love of inflicting torture. and an enjoy
ment of such amusements that would
scarcely be believed by those who
have known him only as the heroic
"martyr of Wilson's Creek....

While he was in command at Fort
Riley, Capt. Lyon put two soldiers in the
cells, for some offense, and had them
fed insufficiently on bread and water,
nothing else, until they were so far
gone that on being taken to the hospi
tal they died. . ..

The foregoing incident will show of
what queer materials heroes are
manufactured in war times . . . [by]
gushing newspaper correspondents.
From the newspapers, unmerited

Rendezvous tour group at Pawnee Rock. Photo courtesy of Beverly Carmichael
Ryan.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS-

FORT LYON NAMESAKE
Marc Simmons sent the following

item, published August 29, 1901, in
the National Tribune ofWashington,
D.C., under the title "Rough Riding
on the Plains, A Trooper's Story."
The Tribune was the official
periodical of the Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR), the organization of
Union veterans ofthe Civil War. One
of its members, Robert Morris Peck,
wrote a lengthy series of memoirs of
frontier military service, 1856-1861.
This article supplied his recol
lections of military service in the
West just prior to the war.

Among other things, he included
some pungent comments on his com
manding officer at Fort Riley, Kan
sas, Captain (later General) Nathan
iel Lyon who was later killed at Wil
son's Creek on August 10, 1861. Sub
sequently, Fort Wise on the Moun
tain Route of the Santa Fe Trail at
Bent's New Fort was renamed Fort
Lyon to honor his memory.

Peck's statement furnishes inter
esting background on the namesake
of the fort. Today, stone traces of old
Fort Lyon mark one of Colorado's im
portant Trail sites.

Peck's article follows:
In the latter part of August we re

ceived the news of the Battle of Wil
son's Creek, near Springfield, Mo., and
death of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon.

As many of our soldiers had served
under Lyon when he was a Captain in
the 2d Inf., a few months before, while
he was commanding officer at Fort
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Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place # 14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

The Texas Panhandle is linked by
history, geography, and commerce to
New Mexico. Spaniards, Mexicans,
and New Mexicans were the first of
European background to explore,
travel, exploit, and settle the region.
The southern route of the Santa Fe
trade went through the region, par
alleling the Canadian River. The
railroad routes of the late 19th cen
tury did likewise. Old Route 66 and
its successor, 1-40, essentially follow
the shadows of the old Trail traces.

Our chapter has been involved the
last two years with the Gathering of
the Cultures at Wildcat Bluff Nature
Center in Amarillo. This event is a
collaboration among volunteers from
the Nature Center, American Indian
Culture Center, Panhandle-Plains
Museum, reenactment groups, and
the Texas Panhandle Chapter.

Josiah Gregg's Trail crosses
through the Center's land and is visi
ble and walkable. In August 2001
and October 2002, member Lavern
Hays provided a living exhibit of an
1840s-1850s Santa Fe trader's stall
(playing the role of the Indian wife).
With the help of other members,
Lavern showed visitors what trade
goods were like during Trail days.

Though this year's October 12
event was hampered by a strong
"Blue Norther," at least 11 chapter
members helped, discussed the trade
and Trail, showed maps, and met to
share more information with one an
other. The various groups involved
feel that the Gathering is interesting
and educational, and they plan to
continue.

During the past year the chapter
has met, had interesting speakers,
created and distributed a brochure
about the trails through the region,
and made plans for next year.

On November 10 the chapter will
meet at the Dumas Museum, 2:00
p.m., with Marvin and Bert Clifton
as hosts.

In March 2003 we plan to meet at
the Crosbyton Museum east of Lub
bock. In April or May we will meet at
Wildcat Bluff and surrounding area
with Alvin Lyn, the authority on the
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location of trails in the area, and
SFTA President Hal Jackson as
guest.
Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The chapter held its quarterly
meeting October 17 in Hugoton to
plan events for the coming year.

President Jeff Trotman has
placed a geocache in the area of
Lower Cimarron Spring in July.
Items placed in the cache including
Trail information and buttons, flag
pins, and a disposable camera for
those who visit the site to take their
picture. It has had several visitors.
The Global Positioning System
(GPS) coordinates to the cache site
are N37°24.198 W101°22.060, using
the WGS84 Datum. To visit the geo
cache website, go to <www.geocach
ing. com> or <www.trailcache.com>.

Mapping of the Wagon Bed
Springs area is progressing. Most of
the Trail from the Upper Crossing of
the Arkansas River to Lower Cimar
ron Spring is complete. The Cimar
ron Route, east and west ofLower Ci
marron Spring, still needs to be
worked.

The next chapter meeting is at
Ulysses, January 10, 2003.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Sheila Litke
RR 2 Box2A
AIta Vista KS 66834
(785) 499-6313
<cowgirl@FHRD.net>

No report.
End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La. Conquistadora
Santo Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

On September 29 some 30 mem
bers and guests met at the Sandoval
County Historical Society Museum
in Bernalillo. John Bloom gave infor
mation about an EI Camino Real
Symposium at the University of New
Mexico, October 9-11. There will be a
meeting at the International Heri
tage Center on EI Camino Real south
of Soccoro, March 14-15, 2003, to or
ganize an EI Camino Real Associa
tion.

The program was presented by

Wagon Tracks

Hal Jackson, telling about traders in
the area of Bernalillo who welcomed
trade with the United States after
1821. Under Spanish rule prices
were controlled by business men in
Chihuahua, which had put New
Mexicans in debt. He spoke of trad
ers in the area who established a
trail that led from Las Placitas north
to a point where it turned east to
ward San Miguel and Las Vegas.

Jose Librado Gurule, a young man
hired by trader Jose Perea to work
with a wagon train traveling the
trail, related his adventures many
years later. He described a resting
place on the trail as a paraje, a place
with a spring where they camped,
which is northeast of Las Placitas.

Mter the meeting the group trav
eled to La Hacienda Grande in Ber
nalillo, north of Coronado National
Monument. It was constructed about
250 years ago and is now a bed and
breakfast. The owners provided a
tour and some history of the area.

A tour of Las Placitas led to the
"Paraje" where there is still an abun
dant spring. Then they visited a
Spanish land-grant established in
1765, called San Jose Las Huertas. It
was recently excavated. Remnants of
old fields and fragments of an irriga
tion system can be seen. This tour
gave us a better understanding of
the hardships of traveling the trails
in a mountainous area without the
paved and graveled roads. The ad
venture ended back at the museum.

The next meeting is November 16,
1:30 p.m., at EI Zaguan, former home
of Santa Fe Trail merchant James
Johnson, with the program by Pam
Najdowski about Johnson and his in
fluence on trade in Santa Fe.
Coraz6n de los Caminos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Los Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitemore@newmexico.com>
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftraillco-
razon.htm> .

While we wind down for the win
ter, remember those Trail ruts are
sometimes most visible when they
are covered in a dusting of snow!

OUf last program for the year was
the annual membership meeting
held at the NRA Whittington Center
in Raton. Following a catered lunch,
Nancy Robertson and plant expert
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Lee Knox led us over SFT ruts on the
Center's extensive holdings

In October we were treated to a
presentation by members of the
Blattman family at the Ocate Com
munity Center. Charles E. Blatt
man, their grandfather, was born at
the Calhoun Crossing-now usually
called the Ocate Crossing-in 1869.
(Andrew Jackson Calhoun report
edly established the ranch and stage
station with a poke of California
gold.) Blattman eventually bought
out the former Calhoun Ranch and
then bought the Charles Fraker
ranch to become the Mora Ranch of
today. That ranch is no longer in the
Blattman family, but Jeannie Blatt
man, who shared many old family
photos with us, has an adjacent
ranch.

Our September foray along splen
did Trail ruts on the private Fort Un
ion Ranch, surrounding Fort Union
National Monument, gave us a real
taste of the gusty, dusty prairie.
There were also great plants in
bloom and lots of cactus in spite of
the drought-and the rains began
that night!

Our Mapping and Marking Com
mittee, headed by Ray Marchi, in
stalled Santa Fe Trail Crossing signs
at Kearny Gap and Ocate in July.
This makes a total of 22 pairs of
"SFT Xing" signs installed along the
highways and county roads in New
Mexico where the ruts are conspicu
ous. The signs were funded with a
Department of Transportation Sce
nic Byways grant. Ray has applied to
the SFTA for a grant to do more map
ping and marking next year. We are
also developing a wayside exhibit at
Point of Rocks in consultation with
the National Park Service Long Dis
tance Trails Office through a cost
share grant.

Several members of our chapter
attended Rendezvous 2002, includ
ing our NM directors, Steve Whit
more and Faye Gaines. Steve re
ported that, "[h]ighlights for me
were a talk by Lawrence Hart, Chief
of the Southern Cheyenne Tribe, on
repatriation of Indian skeletal re
mains, and the fashion show, which
featured authentic military dress
and female fashions of Fort Larned's
hey-day."

We have enjoyed the addition of
more new members this year, includ-
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ing some from the End of the Trail
Chapter who have also signed on
with us, such as Inez Ross, ''Trail
Boss" of the group of women who are
hiking the Trail from Santa Fe to
Franklin. They plan six trips a year,
three each in spring and fall, and as
of October were pushing eastward
from Fort Dodge. Contact Inez if
you'd like to trek along.

Sadly, we lost Mary Gamble in
August, so soon after Leo had passed
away. We hope everyone has a safe
winter, happy holidays, and we'll see
you on the Trail come spring.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vemon Dr
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The summer meeting in Larned,
August 10, included a covered-dish
dinner followed by the business ses
sion. A $500 matching-challenge was
issued to the Fort Larned Old Guard
to raise funds to help print a bro
chure on the Indian Village on
Pawnee Fork. After 2003 the chapter
seminar will change from annual to
biennial meetings. Discussion was
also conducted regarding the SFT
Rendezvous, serving a meal for that
event, and Faye Anderson Award
nominations.

The program by David Clapsaddle
was about equipment used in ox
drawn transportation on the Trail.

A joint meeting with the Dodge
City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron Chapter
will be at the Dodge City Public Li
brary, November 3, 2:00 p.m.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

The chapter will host the WetlDry
Routes Chapter on Nov. 3, at the
Dodge City Public Library, 2:00 p.m.,
with a program by David Clapsad
dle, "A Chronology of the Santa Fe
Trail.".

Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 64015
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

The Missouri River Outfitters will
meet on Sunday, November 10, at
the National Frontier Trails Center
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in Independence, Missouri. The pro
gram is titled "Experiences of the
Frontier House Families." As ex
perts on frontier women, nationally
known researchers Linda Peavy and
Ursula Smith will speak on their ex
periences in developing the PBS se
ries Frontier House. The public is in
vited to attend.For more information
contact President Nancy Lewis,
(816) 229-8379.

Members of the mapping/marking
committee met on Thursday, Octo
ber 17, with NPS personnel regard
ing development of the marking and
interpretive signage at the Wayne
City Landing site in Sugar Creek.
The city of Independence has ap
proved the placement of markers in
Santa Fe Trail Park.
Qulvlra
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 67114
(620) 284-0313

On July 25 the officers and execu
tive committee met at Hesston to
plan for the next meeting and future
activities. Vice-President Dale
Brooks presented an outline and
map for the Marion County auto tour
he has created. The committee ap
proved the proposal and scheduled
presentation at the next chapter
meeting.

On September 5 the chapter met
in Durham, with 33 members and
guests present. After dinner a short
business session was held. Brooks
presented his proposed auto tour
route and it was approved unani
mously. The plan will be presented
to the Marion County Commission
for approval and participation in
marking and signing.

Brooks also announced a coming
meeting with John Conoboy of the
National Park Service to discuss
making Cottonwood Crossing a NPS
interpretive site.

After the meeting, all drove a mile
west of Durham to the DAR Trail
marker near the crossing. Also Trail
ruts were observed at two different
locations south of the marker.
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On September 15 chapter officers
met with Conoboy. Also present was
Gerald Kelsey, Marion County road
and bridge director. Mter a discus
sion session, the group went to the
crossing site west of Durham to view
all that is there.It is hoped the NPS
will approve an interpretive site for
this location.

Two newspaper reporters were at
the meeting. The following week
there were pictures and news arti
cles in the Marion Record and Hills
boro Star-Journal and the Hillsboro
Free Press.

Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 W. 2nd St.
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

The chapter met at Thatcher
(Hole in the Rock) on October 12 to
erect and dedicate a monument to
Bob Jones, who made it possible to
preserve the Hole in the Rock site.
Plans were changed when the Con
servancy property was found closed
and posted.

The chapter met elsewhere and
dedicated the plaque, now located
temporarily at Otero County Mu
seum in La Junta. It will remain
there until a permanent location is
found. Meanwhile, all are welcome to
come and view the plaque.

SYMPOSIUM SITE CHANGED
THE site of the 2003 Symposium,

September 25-28, has been moved
from Independence because of prob
lems securing proper accommoda
tions. It will be at Days Inn South
east at 6101 E 87th St, Kansas City
MO. Watch for more symposium in
formation in the next issue.
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CHARLES ANDREWS III
BIDS FAREWELL

CHARLES Lee Andrews III re
cently moved from New Mexico to
North Carolina. A descendant of
General Edwin Vose Sumner and
Colonel Timothy Patrick Andrews,
he recently donated a nice collection
of books and some photographs of
Sumner to New Mexico Highlands
University. He sent the following:
Editor:

It is with a touch of sorrow and a
longing for the great wide spaces
with open blue skies that I have to
sell my house in Eldorado and return
to my home in North Carolina. My
connection to the land and people of
New Mexico is through the Blue
Coats of the U.S. Army in the Mexi
can War. General E. V. Sumner and
Colonel T. P. Andrews served in the
battle actions side by side until the
end at Chapultepec. General Sum
ner served New Mexico in many
ways, but mostly in building Fort
Union and others to effectively stabi
lize the land and start control in the
mixed population to a position of a
new state.

I have visited General Sumner's
grave at West Point where other
members of my family are resting. I
have always felt his legacy in the
winds of New Mexico.

Charles L. Andrews III
610 Berkshire Dr

Statesville NC 28677

HELP WANTED

I have been working on a book
about my SFT ancestors, Alexander
and Lucy Hatch and their four chil
dren, who traveled from western NY
to Santa Fe, then Las Vegas, in 1847
1848. The family was unusual in
that they went as a family and set
tled in NM and CO, eventually com
ing together at the end of their re
spective trails in the Trinidad, Colo
rado Masonic Cemetery (the last of
the children passed on in 1916).

Lucy Hatch operated a ''hotel'' on
the Las Vegas plaza in 1850, while
Alexander went to the California
gold fields. They later operated
"Hatch's Ranch-Fort" on the Galli
nas River, southeast of Las Vegas
until the Civil War. Then they went
to the Colorado gold fields, where
Lucy died in 1867.
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• Kansas Heritage Center

A unique media resource center for the
Santa Fe Trail, Kansas, the Great Plains,
the Old West, cowboys, military, and
Dodge City history. Information files,
census records, videos, microfilm,
newspapers, books, and photographs are
available.

Gift shop with a large selection of
Kansas gift items, posters, maps, and
books on the Santa Fe Trail, Kansas, the
Old West, cowboys, military history,
and Great Plains. Call for a catalog.
Open 8 - 5, Monday - Friday

Box 1207, 1000 Second Ave.
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-227- 1616
FAX - 620-227-1701
E-mail info@kshcritage.org
www.ksheritage.orl:'

For more than a decade, I have
been pursuing information about
this couple and their equally coura
geous and adventurous children. I
have unearthed many pictures, let
ters, deeds, military records, obits,
and the like from the late 1840s for
ward, and invite anyone with knowl
edge or information about the family
to contact me. Any help will be
greatly appreciated.

Diana Dunn
1357 Deerfield Dr

State College PA 16803
814-238-4848

<drd1@psu.edu>

NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new member

ships received since the last issue.
T~ose recei.ved after this printing
w1l1 appear In the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.
BUSINESS/INSTITUTION'
Citizens Committee for Historic Preser

vation. PO Box 728. Las Vegas NM
87701

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Cathie & Art Adams. 8279 S Pecan

Grove. Tempe AZ 85284
Denise Carrica & Eva R. Ball, PO Box

678, Swink CO 81077
Jim & Jan Groth, RR 1 Box 121, Satanta
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KS 67870
Wan~a Hickenbottom & Emest Marg

helm, 1376 Rudd Ave, Canon City
C081212

Lee Richmond & Pam Sullivan, 110 W0
erd Ave, Waltham MA 02453

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Dorothy A. Briggs, 924 W Pinon Ave, Gi~

bert AZ 85233
Faye Strickland Caldwell, PO Box 185,

Leokey TX 78873
Paul G. Eastes, 4993 Lenoir City TN

37772
Richard Love Harris, 1234 E29 th PI, Tulsa

OK 74114
Joyce J. Kelley, PO Box 172, Rawlins WY

82301
John William Love, 423 North 3000 West,

West Point UT 84015
Kathleen Fitzsimons Love and Jackson

B. Locke, Love Ranch, 7265 East
State Hwy 29, Llano TX 78643

Sarita & Ben Love, HC 64 Box 440, Al
pine TX 79832

Delvin Seil, 816 l]lh Sf, Gothenburg NE
69138

A. Janie Van Der Schouw, 1151 CR 7
121, Leadville CO 80461

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in February, so send informa
tion for March and later to arrive by
January 20, 2003. Thank you. Dates
of additional events may be found in
chapter reports.
Nov. 15-17, 2002: Washita Battle
field Symposium, Cheyenne, OK,
(580) 497-2742.
Nov. 16, 2002: End of the Trail
Chapter program on Trail merchant
James Johnson, at EI Zaguan, 1:30

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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p.m., (505) 982-1172.
Dec. 7, 2002: Kaw Mission Christ
mas, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Council Grove.
Dec. 14, 2002: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS.
Jan. 18, 2003: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, lecture by Mary
Jean Cook on Dona Tules, 1:30 p.m.
at EI Dorado Community Center.
Feb. 15, 2003: Deadline for applica
tions for SFTA Scholarly Research
Grants; contact Stephen Whitmore,
120 Gabaldon Rte, Las Vegas, NM
87701, (505) 454-0683.
Mar. 14-15,2003: Meeting to organ
ize EI Camino Real Association, In
ternational Heritage Center south of
Socorro.
May 3, 2003: Wet/Dry Routes Chap
ter Trail Seminar and Fort Larned
Old Guard Annual Meeting, Larned
KS. '
June 14-15, 2003: Six Western
Chapters gathering, Santa Fe, NM.
For information call (505) 473-3124
or (505) 244-7608.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SFT Symposium,
Independence, MO.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Several items are carried over to

the next issue because of space, in
cluding the next installment of Katie
Bowen's letters. More material is
still needed for the next issue.

As the travel season on the Trail
winds down for another year Trail
junkies can spend the winter ~onths
reading and researching, studying
and contemplating, thinking and
writing about the fascinating stories
that make up our rich Trail heritage.
Be ready to hit the Trail come spring.

It is time to devote special atten
tion to the Zebulon M. Pike Expedi
tion, 1806-1807, and begin making
plans to join in the bicentennial cele
bration. One might think that, after
200 years, there is nothing left to
learn or do, but anyone who is en
gaged in the search realizes we have
only just begun. There are lifetimes
of learning and doing on the Santa
Fe Trail.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZAnON

u.s. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675

November 2002



SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY

WAGON TRACKS

VOLUME 17 FEBRUARY 2003 NUMBER2

Major portion of"Journey's End" sculpture being Installed In Santa Fe (photo cour
tesy of Louann Jordan).
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TRAIL SCULPTURE NEARS
COMPLETION IN SANTA FE

by Margaret Sears

ON Oct. 28, 2002, once again a
Santa Fe Trail freight wagon pulled
by five mules rolled into Santa Fe,
but this time aboard an 18-wheeler.
Site work and installation had begun
on "Journey's End," a Santa Fe Trail
commemorative monument being
erected at the corner of Camino Lejo
and Old Santa Fe Trail. Over the two
months that followed, the work
would be augmented by a mule skin
ner aboard the sixth mule, the trail
boss, a Pueblo woman, and a His
panic boy and his dog, thus complet
ing the dramatic scene of a mule
drawn freight wagon making its fi
nal approach into the city.

The final welding and chasing of
the bronze work, along with the ap
plication of a patina and wax, will oc
cur on site. Monument sculptor, Al
buquerque artist Reynaldo Rivera, is
directing installation of the 65-foot
piece which was commissioned by
the city of Santa Fe's art in public
places program. Major funding is be
ing provided by a Federal Highway
Administration Scenic Byways

(continued on page 4)

March 21·22, 2003
SFTA 80ard Meeting

Trinidad, CO

MAY 3, 2003
WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER SEMI·
NAR & FORT LARNED OLD GUARD

ANNUAL MEETING
FORT LARNED NHS

JUNE 7, 2003
NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

JUNE 14·15, 2003
SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS MEETING

SANTA FE

SFTA BOARD MEETING
TRINIDAD, CO, MARCH 21-22
THE spring board meeting will be
in Trinidad, CO, March 21-22, 2003,
with meetings at the Mitchell Memo
rial Gallery on Main St, starting at
8:30 a.m. All SFTA members are in
vited to attend.

Trinidad is where the first sympo
sium met and SFTA was founded.
Those attending will have an oppor·
tunity to visit the Trinidad History
Museum, with Trail exhibits, in
Trinidad. A field trip to Marion Rus
sell's home and gravesite is planned
for Saturday afternoon.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

THE 2003 nominating committee
(Chairman Roger Slusher, Deanne
Wright, and Mike Najdowski) hereby
issues a call for members and chap
ters to submit names of candidates to
be considered for nomination to fill
the positions of officers and directors
whose terms expire at the end of the
2003 symposium. This includes the
president, vice-president, secretary,
treasurer, and nine directors (one at
large, one from each of the six Trail
states, and two existing vacancies).

The bylaws specify that members
of the board of directors may not
serve more than two consecutive
four-year terms. The president, vice
president, secretary, and treasurer
serve two-year terms, and except for
the treasurer are limited to two con
secutive terms in that office. There
are no term limits for the treasurer.
The current officeholders are Presi
dent Hal Jackson, Vice-President
Anne Mallinson, Secretary Mike
Olsen, and Treasurer Ruth Olson Pe
ters. Board members whose terms
expire in 2003 are Nancy Lewis (Mis
souri), Richard Louden (at-large),
Dub Couch (Colorado), Helen Brown
(Kansas), Faye Gaines (New Mex
ico), and Mike Slater (Oklahoma).
All of these individuals are eligible
for reelection. In addition, existing
vacancies need to be filled for Colo
rado and Oklahoma (each is for the
remaining two years of a four-year
term).

All current members of the Santa
Fe Trail Association are eligible to
submit candidates for nomination.
Chapters are also urged to submit
nominations, especially for the board
position(s) in their state. The bylaws
charge the committee to try to nomi
nate at least two candidates for each
expired or vacant position on the
board and for each office.

To be considered, each candidate
must be a member in good standing,

(continued on page 3)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

I am happy to report that SFTA is
moving ahead in several areas. Sub
stantial progress has been made in
mapping, with much of New Mexico
(except Colfax County) completed.
This, with Phil Peterson's work in
Colorado, means that completion is
near for the western portion of the
Trail. John Atkinson is now begin
ning efforts in Topeka for the Kansas
portion. Unfortunately only one
chapter in Kansas has been active in
our mapping effort.

Plans are shaping up for an educa
tion workshop about the Trail this
summer. Chris Day plans to bring in
terested teachers together in July in
Colorado.

SFTA is seeking assistance from
the National Park Service (NPS) to
create our first Trail kiosk near
Gardner, KS. This kiosk, when built,
will be followed by numerous others
along the Trail. Each kiosk will have
multiple panels telling about the
Trail, including information to direct
travelers to other Trail sites. Gard
ner is about where the Santa Fe and
Oregon-California trails forked.

True West magazine has an article
on the SFT in its February issue. It's
a nice piece and includes an informa
tive side bar about our Association.
The SFTA and the Fort Larned Old
Guard (FLOG) joined together to
place an advertisement in this issue
too. Now True West has an offer for
our members (see card enclosed in
this issue) by which every new sub
scriber to their magazine by a mem
ber of SFTA will result in them con
tributing $10 to SFTA.

At the time of this writing the
NPS does not know what its budget
will be. Nevertheless, we are apply
ing to the NPS for funds to support a
six-tenths position to facilitate SFTA
projects. Joanne VanCoevern and
her committee have been working
hard to come up with a suitable job
description. Generally, the person
sought to fill the position will write
grant proposals, generate fund rais
ing, work closely with chapters, and
provide technical support to our
many committees.

The Pike Expedition Bicentennial
Commission is hard at work prepar
ing for this 2006-2007 series of
events. A web site should be on the
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: <oliva@ruraltel.net>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3 Box
137, Larned KS 67550; Office Man
ager Linda Revello.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

Internet in February at <http://pike
bicentennial.org>. We will be con
tacting state tourism and historical
societies in the near future. Also we
will be seeking congressional sup
port for our efforts. All SFTA mem
bers will be proud of the Associa
tion's efforts to remember Pike and
his journey that stimulated the
opening of the Santa Fe Trail. Keep
up with "Pike's Column" in Wagon
Tracks; this issue features Donald
Jackson's article, "Zebulon Pike's
Damned Rascals:' Don't miss it.

The SFTA board will meet in
Trinidad, Colorado, March 21 and
22, at the Mitchell Memorial Gallery
on Main Street. All SFTA members
are invited and encouraged to at
tend. On Saturday after the board
meeting we will be trekking west to
visit the Marion Russell home (ru
ins) and the cemetery where the Rus
sells are buried. Richard Louden will
be our guide to what is a SFT shrine
last time I was there with Richard
and a group, many were asking him
how they could be buried there. It
really is that impressive. (The most
obvious answer, of course, is you
have to die, but it is not that simple.)

You will read elsewhere that our
election is coming up. Please stop
and think of someone who would
make a contribution to our Associa
tion. There are vacancies on the
board. Send your nomination to
Roger Slusher or someone on his
committee today.

Finally, begin planning for our
2003 Symposium in Kansas City in
September. The folks in Missouri
River Outfitters are hard at work
preparing for this event. It should be
a great one-SFTA has always had
great meetings. Plan to attend.

-Hal Jackson

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the trea
surer (address below).

Membership Categories
Life $885
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, pO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341, <oliva@ruraltel.net>
President: Hal Jackson, 45 Calle
del Norte, Placitas NM 87043 (505)
867-1742, <halitojackS@aol. com>
Vice-President: Anne Mallinson,
964 NW 600, Centerview MO
64019 (816) 230-7228, <SFTAMRO
@aoLcom>
Secretary: Michael Olsen, 5643
Sonnet Heights, Colorado Springs,
CO 80918 (719) 559-1955, <Olsen
Miguel@aol.com>
Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550 (620) 285-2054,
FAX (316) 285-7491, <trailassn@
larned.net>
2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Anne Mallinson, see above under
vice-president.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704, <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>
Directors:
John Atkinson, MO (816) 233

3924
Helen Brown, KS (620) 697-4597
Clint Chambers, TX (806)-791-

3612
Dub Couch, CO (719) 254-3000
Faye Gaines, NM (505) 485-2473
Robert Kincaid, TX (940) 684-1531
Nancy Lewis, MO (816) 229-8379
Richard Louden, At-Large (719)

946-5513
Ramon Powers, At-Large (785)

478-9526
Mike Slater, OK (580) 327-5249
Joanne VanCoevern, KS (785)

825·8349
Stephen Whitmore, NM (505) 454-

0683
Vacancy, CO
Vacancy, OK

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www.santafetrail.org>
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(continued from page 1)

agree in writing to serve if elected,
provide a brief one-paragraph biog
raphy which includes Trail qualifica
tions and experiences, and submit a
one-paragraph statement of his or
her objectives for the SFTA.

This information will be used by
the nominating committee in choos
ing candidates. The biography and
statement of objectives for each
nominee will accompany the ballot
sent to the membership with the
May issue of Wagon Tracks (printed
biography and statement may be ed
ited for length).

The deadline for receiving sug
gested names for candidates, includ
ing all the supporting materials, is
March 20, 2003. Please mail or e
mail nominations to Roger Slusher,
1421 SouthSt,LexingtonMO 64067,
<rslusher@yahoo.com>.

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
The Symposium Committee seeks

proposed presentations for the 2003
Symposium in the Kansas City/Inde
pendence area. Programs will be of
fered during the mornings of Sep
tember 25, 26, and 27. Program pro
posals are due by April 1, 2003. A
one-page summary of the topic is suf
ficient. The committee invites sub
ject matter that reflects a variety of
Trail issues as well as research find
ings that highlight the immediate
Missouri/Kansas area.

Please include biographical infor
mation. Send proposals to Mary Con
rad, 3900 N 55th St, Kansas City KS
66104, (913) 287-4405.

TRUE WEST OFFER
TRUE West magazine featured an
article about the Santa Fe Trail in
the February 2003 issue. Informa"
tion about the Association was in
cluded. SFTA purchased an ad in the
issue, too, hoping to entice some of
the 90,000 readers of the magazine
to become new members.

Now True West has an offer for
WT readers. They have provided a
special subscription card, see insert
in this issue, for SFTA members to
sign up to receive their magazine.
For every SFTA member who sub
scribes, using this card, True West
will donate $10 to SFTA. This offer
continues for the coming year.
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SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS
AT SANTA FE JUNE 14-15

THE End of the Trail Chapter will
host the 4th annual gathering of the
six western chapters of SFTA on
June 14-15,2003, in Santa Fe, NM.
See insert in this issue.

The tentative schedule begins
with registration at the Palace of the
Governors on Saturday morning at
8:30 a_m., followed by a welcome and
brief overview of the weekend's
schedule by Pam Najdowski. Morn
ing activities include a talk about the
Palace by Fran Levine, director of
the Palace of the Governors, a tour of
the archaeological dig underway be
hind the Palace by archaeologist
Steve Post, and a tour of Trail land
marks on the Plaza and in the down
town area. After lunch, the afternoon
tour will feature the best Santa Fe
Trail crossings and ruts in the south
side of Santa Fe, a photo stop at the
new Santa Fe Trail sculpture on Mu
seum Hill, and Apache Ridge. Fol
lowing dinner, a presentation is
planned on Dona Tules.

Sunday morning will start off
with breakfast at 8:00 a.m., followed
by a brief meeting with reports from
each chapter. Tentative activities for
the rest of the morning include tours
of the Civil War battlefields at
Apache Canon and Glorieta Pass,
with a talk by Don Alberts, historian
and author. Following lunch, the af
ternoon tour will include Kozlowski's
Trading Post, a stop at the DAR
marker at San Jose, and historic
sites in San Miguel del Vado with
tour leader Mike Najdowski. Specific
tours are subject to change.

A memorable and informal week
end is planned. SFTA members who
are not members of one of the six
western chapters are also welcome to
attend. Final details will be for
warded to chapter presidents for dis
tribution to chapter members at a
later date. The details will include a
registration form, registration and
accommodations information, and
the program of activities. Possible
evening activities (some free of
charge) will also be suggested for at
tendees who arrive early in Santa Fe
on Friday, June 13.

For more information, contact
Margaret Sears at (505) 473-3124,
margsears@cybermesa.com, or 1871
Candela Street, Santa Fe NM 87505.
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AWARDS NOMINATIONS DUE
BY JULY 1,2003

AN important part of each SFTA
symposium is the presentation of
awards to recognize individuals and
organizations that protect, preserve,
and promote the Santa Fe Trail.
Awards Committee Chairman Mike
Olsen is soliciting nominations for
the following awards, as provided by
the governing board. Nominations
are welcome from individuals, chap
ters, or organizations.

ALL NOMINATIONS MUST
BE POSTMARKED BY JULY 1,
2003.

A description of each award fol
lows below. Details of the process
are: Award of Merit, Ambassador
Award, Rittenhouse Award, and
Heritage Preservation Award nomi
nations should include details of why
the person, organization, or group
should receive the award and be no
longer than one page; send the nomi
nations to Mike Olsen, 5643 Sonnet
Heights, Colorado Springs, CO
80918. Educator Awards should be
sent to Chris Day, SFTA Education
Committee Chair, PO Box 118,
Wamego KS 66547.

The Association also sponsors the
Marc Simmons Writing Award and a
Scholarship Award, both of which
have their own nominating condi
tions, as described below.

The SFTA Award of Merit recog
nizes individuals, businesses, orga
nizations, or groups who have made
a significant contribution to the pur
poses of the SFTA. The SFTA board
authorizes a maximum of eight of
these awards per symposium. The
recipient mayor may not be a mem
ber of the SFTA. Past awards have
been presented for recently pub
lished books, significant articles,
other information; organization of
special events; significant SFTA
chapter projects; outstanding service
to the SFTA; and others. The award
consists of a recognition plaque.

The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memo
rial Stagecoach Award is presented
to a SFTA member for extraordinary
lifetime achievement in research
and writing about the Trail. Pre
vious recipients have been Leo and
Bonita Oliva, Pauline Fowler, Harry
C. Myers, Gregory Franzwa, and
Sam Arnold. The award, co-spon
sored by Ray Dewey, consists of a
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(continued from page 1)

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS MEETING

SANTA FE, NM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 14-15

grant.
1\ext, ao tons of rock will be

hauled to the site, around which na
tive landscaping will be designed by
landscape architect, Richard Berko
vetz. Interpretive panels will com
plete the park-like site. Dedication of
the monument to the citizens of
Santa Fe will occur in the spring.

"Sonny,' as sculptor Rivera is bet
ter known, is a familiar figure to the
hundreds of curious people who stop
at the site. He bas directed every
phase of the installation, even taking
time to obtain the views of these
"sidewalk" engineers drawn to the
activity. He has a strong feeling
about the message he seeks to ex
press in the piece.

"I wanted [people] to see the hard
ships of the people-that these were
hardy men ... men of steel," he said.
"1 wanted to make it as dramatic and
strong as what the West is known
for." Has he succeeded? Only the in
dividual viewer, gazing upon the gi
gantic monument as it appears to
move toward Santa Fe, can answer
that.

A visit to this wonderful addition
to monuments recognizing the his
toric Santa Fe Trail will be part of
the six western chapters program in
Santa Fe in June. This alone is an in
centive to attend.REMEMBER THE SFTA IN

YOUR WILL AND BE

COME A MEMBER OF THE

JOSIAH GREGG SOCIETY

Installing Troll Boss, I to r: mule team pulling wagon, Reynaldo Rivera (SCUlptor), and
crew installing sculpture of mounted Trail Boss (photo by Margaret Sears).

tory of the Trail based on research in TRAIL SCULPTURE
primary sources; (2) best edited work
of a previously unpublished Trail
source such as a diary, letter, report,
etc. Each award consists of a recogni
tion plaque and $50. A subcommittee
of the Awards Committee that in
cludes three persons who have not
contributed to Wagon Tracks during
the time period selects the recipi
ents. All eligible articles will be con
sidered; no nominations are nece 
sary.

The SFTA Scholarship Award is
presented for research papers about
the Santa Fe Trail written by stu
dents at an institution of higher edu
cation. There are two categories - un
dergraduate and graduate. Nomina
tions are by the professor in whose
class the paper was written. Maxi
mum length of papers nominated is
25 pages, double-spaced, including
documentation. Each award consists
of a recognition plaque, $500, and a
year's membership in SFTA. Papers
selected must be submitted to Wagon
Tracks for publication. Nominations
and papers should be submitted to
Mike Olsen at the address given
above.

The deadline again: ALL NOMI
NATIONS MUST BE POST
MARKED NO LATER THAN
JULY 1, 2003.

recognition plaque, a Santa Fe Trail
Pendleton Blanket from Dewey
Trading Company, and $250.

The Heritage Preservation Award
is presented to landowners, lease
holders, or tenants ofTrail ruts, rem
nants, structures, or sites, who have
preserved and protected significant
portions of the Trail or sites associ
ated with the TraiL and provided
public access. A maximum of two
awards are given. The award con
sist of a recognition plaque.

The Paul F. Bentrup SFTA Am
bassador Award is an honorary life
time designation given to a member
of the SFTA who has demonstrated
exceptional promotion of the SFTA,
development and dissemination of
knowledge of Trail history, preserva
tion of Trail sites or artifacts, or who
has otherwise promoted an under
standing of the Trail. A maximum of
two awards are presented. Past re
cipients have been Paul Bentrup,
Les Vilda, Katharine Kelley, Ralph
Hathaway, David Clapsaddle, Harry
C. Myers, Jesse Scott, Pat Heath,
Mark L. Gardner, Virginia Lee
Fisher, Helen Judd, Charles Judd,
Ross Marshall, and Jane Mallinson.

The SITA Educator Award is pre
sented for outstanding classroom
teaching. There are two categories 
elementary and secondary educator.
Recipients are chosen by the SFTA
Education Committee and receive an
engraved plaque and $100. Each
nomination packet must include: (1)
a letter of nomination by someone in
the SFTA who is familiar with the
work of the educator; (2) a synopsis
of the teacher's work (a project. unit,
etc.), describing how it exemplifies
creativity consistent with the Mis
sion Statement of the SFTA; (3) a
recommendation from the educator's
immediate supervisor or administra
tor. _Tominees need not be members
of the SFTA, though membership is
encouraged. Members of the Educa
tion Committee judge the entries,
giving particular attention to the ob
jectives, originality, methods. and
depth of exposure to the Santa Fe
Trail and its historical legacy.

The Marc Simmons Writing
Award recognizes outstanding arti
cles published in Wagon Tracks dur
ing the previous two years. For 2003
volumes 15 and 16 will be consid
ered. There are two categories: (1)
best original article about the his-
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ZEBULON M. PIKE EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
THE Zebulon M. Pike Expedition
Bicentennial Commission has been
organized as a project of SFT~, as
outlined in the November 2002 Issue
of Wagon Trachs, p. 1. President ~al
Jackson is chairman of the Comrrus
sion, joined by Mike Olsen, Ramon
Powers, Craig Crease, and Leo
Oliva. Steven Hyslop is a consultant.

Several other SFTA members
have indicated an interest in helping
with some activities. Efforts will be
made to work closely with the Na
tional Park Service, state historical
societies, regional and local histori
cal organizations, Indian tribes, and
communities along Pike's route. Eve
ryone is invited to participate in this
project to commemorate the 200th
anniversary of the Expedition.

The Pike Commission hopes to in
volve many organizations and com
munities along the Pike Expedition's
1806-1807 route in various activities
and public programs. Pike's com
mand traveled from St. Louis across
Missouri and Kansas, with a brief
stop in Nebraska, on to Colorado,
where Pike tried unsuccessfully to
climb the mountain peak later
named in his honor and then estab
lished a winter camp near the Rio
Grande, where the party was taken
prisoner by Spanish troops. and
Pike's party was detained in New
Mexico and Chihuahua before being
returned to Missouri via Texas and
Louisiana.

Along the way Pike met with sev
eral Indian tribes, and efforts will be
made to involve descendants of those
tribal Americans in the commemora
tion. Pike's trip across the plains in
1806 was preceded by an expedition
of Spanish troops, commanded by Lt.
Facundo Melgares, which will also
be commemorated. The Commission
will seek resources to help fund vari
ous projects, including research and
publications, mapping and marking
the route, and assisting with public
programs to be scheduled at impor
tant locations along Pike's route as
near as possible to the same dates
(200 years later) when Pike was
there. A bibliography will be pub
lished in "Pike's Column" in the next
issue of Wagon Tracks. A special web
site is now being constructed at
<http://pikebicentennial.org>.
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PIKE'S COLUMN

[This column will continue as a series
in Wagon Tracks until the close ofthe
Pike Expedition Bicentennial activi
ties in 1807. It features documents,
articles, bibliography, and notes
which tell the story of Pike, his expe
ditions, and related topics. Submis
sions are solicited for this colum n,
and suggestions are welcome. A Pike
bibliography will be featured next is
sue. There follow two articles, one by
Donald Jackson about the men who
accompanied Pike to the Southwest
and the other by David and Alice
Clapsaddle with some corrections to
information in last issue's "Pike Col
umn" regarding the Larned connec
tion.}

ZEBULON PIKE'S
DAMNED RASCALS

by Donald Jackson

[The late Donald Jackson, 1919
1987, was one of the finest documen
tary editors in the U.S. He prepared
for publication, with careful docu
mentation, the writings of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark,
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, and John
Charles Fremont. His edition of The
Journals of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike: With Letters and Related
Documents, 2 vols. (Norman: Uni
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1966), is
the best available. Jackson spent the
last decade ofhis life at his mountain
home near Colorado Springs, where
he continued to research and write.
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Many of his papers are contained in
the Donald Jackson Collection at the
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum,
including one box of Pike material
and notes. He presented the following
article as a talk to the Pikes Peak
Posse of the Westerners, which they
published in Occasional Papers, No.
1 (Colorado Springs: Pikes Peak
Posse of the Westerners, 1979), pp. 1
8. Permission to reprint this article
was granted by Jackson's widow,
Catherine, and by Ed Bathke, cur
rent sheriff of the Pikes Peak Posse.
Special thanks are hereby extended
to both for making this reprint of
Jackson's informative talk possible.]

LIVING as we do, in the neighbor
hood of the country's most famous
mountain, most of us think we know
all we need to about Zebulon Pike.
He was a young army officer who
came West in 1806, discovered Pike's
Peak, traveled down toward Santa
Fe and was captured by the Spanish,
later released, and a few years later
died in the War of 1812.

But the Pike expedition was not a
one-man project. Others were in
volved, mainly enlisted army men.
They trampled through the heat of
the Great Plains, suffered frostbite
in the mountains, and came very
close to starvation. In many ways
they suffered more, and struggled
harder, than the men of the famous
Lewis and Clark expedition.

The tourist who visits the famous
arch in St. Louis, and goes through
the Museum of Westward Expansion
that lies below the arch, will find on
the wall in a conspicuous place a ros
ter of all the participants in the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. Not
just Sacagawea, the famous Indian
girl, and York, the black slave who
was William Clark's servant, but all
the people who traveled with Lewis
and Clark. Why are the men of the
Lewis and Clark expedition famous,
and those of the Pike expedition al
most unknown? If Pike were alive,
he would think he had the answer.
He might say to us, til was always
thought of as the poor man's Lewis
and Clark. President Jefferson
barely noticed me. Neither I nor my
men were rewarded with gifts ofland
or extra pay when we returned. We
all got a bad deal. tI

It is too bad that Pike was to die so
young, as the result of a powder
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magazine explosion, still not know
ing that a towering mountain would
bear his name and that he would be
remembered, even if his men were
not.

Because I have chosen to talk pri
marily about the personnel of the ex
pedition, there is not going to be time
to discuss the event as a geographi
cal exploration or an incident in in
ternational relations. But let me give
you a brief summary of what the ex
pedition was and where it went.

And in the future, when I speak of
Zebulon Pike, let us remain aware
that he never called himself that. His
full name was Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, and in formal correspondence
he used either that full name or the
initials Z. M. On personal letters he
signed himself "Monty." This was to
distinguish himself from his father,
also an army officer and also named
Zebulon.

Pike was sent on an exploration of
the upper Mississippi River in the
summer of 1805, to make treaties
with the Indians, purchase some of
their land for military posts, and try
to find the source of the river. This
exploration was part of Jefferson's
plan to explore the whole new Louisi
ana Territory, and Pike was dis
patched by General James Wilkin
son, commanding general of the
Army, with the full knowledge of the
Department ofWar. Returning down
the ~ississippiin the spring of 1806,
while Lewis and Clark were making
their way back from the Pacific,
Lieutenant Pike was quickly given
another assignment by his general.
This time he was to escort a group of
Osage Indians from St. Louis to their
villages in what is now western Mis
souri, and try to make peace between
the Kansas and Pawnee Indians.
Then he was to follow the Arkansas
River to its source, find the Red
River, and follow it back down to the
lower Mississippi. The expedition
was only scheduled to take a few
weeks. so the men were dressed in
their summer uniforms. They came
out from St. Louis, angled up north
as far as the southern boundary of
what is now Nebraska, then cut
down to the Arkansas River at Great
Bend, and began to follow that river
westward.

When they had ascended the Ar
kansas as far as Pueblo, Pike set out
toward what would later be called
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Pikes Peak - he never called it that 
with a small party, in bad November
weather, and those flimsy summer
uniforms. As everyone knows, they
had to turn back after making a
strenuous effort, without climbing
the mountain. Then they wandered
on up the Arkansas, left it and en
tered the South Park area. and upon
striking the Arkansas again they be
lieved it was the Red River. After
some aimless wandering and some
very intense suffering in the region
between Canon City and Buena
Vista, they went up the Wet Moun
tain Valley, over a pass into the San
Luis Valley, and built a little fort on
the Conejos River. As they were on
the Spanish side of the disputed ter
ritorial boundary, they were picked
up by a detachment of Spanish mili
tia, taken first to Santa Fe and then
to Chihuahua, where they were
questioned by a very angry Spanish
government. Pike and some of the
men were then escorted overland
across the Mexican deserts into
Texas, then to the American bound
ary in Louisiana, returning home in
1807. Some of the men were not re
leased until a couple of years later.
This is the story briefly, and since
my edition of the journals and other
papers consists of about a thousand
pages you will understand that I
have boiled it down considerably
here.

-ow let's return for a moment to
the comparison between Pike's un
dertaking and the expedition of
Lewis and Clark.

Lewis and Clark's journey was
planned to the last detail with the
personal help of Thomas Jefferson,
and all America watched its progress
eagerly. Pike's expedition was origi
nated by General Wilkinson in accor
dance with a basic understanding of
government policy. Wilkin on him
self was later to be charged with con
spiracy, in company with Aaron
Burr, and of accepting bribes from
the Spanish government. So, al
though there is no evidence that Pike
was involved in these intrigues, he
was not in the best of company.

And a most important comparison
must be made between the men who
went on these two expeditions. The
Lewis and Clark men were hand
picked volunteers, some recruited es
pecially for the expedition, and moti
vated by the promise of double pay,
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grants of land, and the distinction of
being the first Americans to cross the
continent. On the other hand, except
for a couple of civilians, Pike's men
were all simple soldiers, probably
not volunteers for the expedition,
who thought as Pike did that they
were going to ascend the Arkansas,
descend the Red River. and be home
by Thanksgiving. Being no better or
worse than the army men of their
day, they were long on courage and
sometimes short on character. Some
were likely to desert, some to steal
and even murder. Pike once used a
phrase in a letter describing his men.
He said they were perfectly capable
of getting the job done, but all in all
they were a set of "damned rascals."
He mentions a few of these men in
his journal, published in 1810, but
does not present a complete roster,
so some of the information on them I
have obtained from old army records
in Washington, Mexico City, Madrid
and Seville. And because these men
received no special recognition, no
pensions or other unusual disburse
ments, even the army records are
sometimes silent.

Let us do what we can to immor
talize those damned rascals, some of
whose names may never even have
been uttered in public in the 172
years since their great trek into the
Southwest.

Perhaps we should dispose first of
the two civilians, Dr. John Hamilton
Robinson and Antoine Vasquez, be
cause they have been written about
before, and have received a measure
of recognition from historians.

Dr. John Hamilton Robinson was
a young Virginia physician who had
come to St. Louis about a year before
Pike's trip and tried unsuccessfully
to get an appointment as an army
surgeon. General Wilkinson thought
highly of him and hired him as a ci
vilian doctor to treat the soldiers in
the St. Louis area. If there was any
one with Pike who might have been a
party to General Wilkinson's dreams
of personal gain in dealing with the
Spanish, it was Dr. Robertson. He is
the one who left the expedition when
it was camped down near Alamosa,
wandered southward to the Spanish
town of Santa Fe, became a willing
prisoner of the Spanish, and offered
to stay and work for them, explore
for them, and to provide them with
information about the Americans.
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His offering to remain with the
Spanish is all the more puzzling
when we know that he had got mar
ried just a few months before the ex
pedition, to a young St. Louis woman
from a notable family, and when he
left her she was several months preg
nant with their first child. Dr. Robin
son was sent home by the Spanish to
rejoin his wife and new baby boy. In
later years he tried hard and without
success to organize a band of volun
teers to fight for the liberation of
Mexico. The son that he had offered
to abandon became a graduate of
West Point.

The other civilian on the expedi
tion was a young fur trader named
Antoine Francois Vasquez. His name
is a mixture of French and Spanish
because his father was Spanish and
his mother French. He also bore the
nickname of Baronet Vasquez and is
often listed by that name. Pike took
him along as in interpreter to the In
dians, although his English was
poor. Later, when the expedition fell
into Spanish hands, he was called
upon to use his very poor English as
an interpreter for Pike and his men
in prison. After the expedition, Pike
recommended Vasquez for a commis
sion and he served during the War of
1812, fighting among other places at
the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811.
Then he went back to trading and
died of cholera in 1828. He had a son
whom he proudly named Anthony
Pike Vasquez. This man, usually
called Pike Vasquez, came to Colo
rado and ran a hotel called the
Vasquez House in Denver during the
gold rush.

We sometimes forget that some of
the men who left St. Louis with Pike
were never meant to go the whole
distance. Pike's orders were to de
tach a small group, when he struck
the Arkansas, and send it back down
that river - which was then an un
known stretch of water. General
Wilkinson's son James, a lieutenant,
had come along for the purpose of
leading this detachment. And on
Oct. 27,1806, he left the Pike expedi
tion with six men: Sergeant Joseph
Ballinger, and privates John Boley,
Samuel Bradley, Solomon Hud
dleston, Freegift Stout, and John
Wilson. When the detachment had
almost reached the Mississippi,
three of these men deserted, and one
was Private John Boley. I want to
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say a word about him. He had gone
with Lewis and Clark in 1804 as far
as North Dakota and spent the win
ter there, returning with a small de
tachment - by design - the following
spring. And he was just in time,
then, to join Pike on his first expedi
tion, the trip up the Mississippi.
Then in the summer of 1806 he came
west with Pike as far as the Arkan
sas. When he deserted he was cap
tured and sentenced to fifty lashes 
which were not administered be
cause of the hardships he had been
through - and later he wound up in
Pike's army unit again after the ex
pedition. Here is a man who was on
three of the most famous expeditions
in western history: Lewis and Clark,
and the two expeditions of Pike, and
that is absolutely all we know about
him.

Now we are ready to speak of that
little core of army enlistees who went
all the way with Pike into the West.
They are thirteen in number, and I
am going to discuss them in alpha
betical order.

John Brown. Like most of the
men, he had been on Pike's first ex
pedition and had served well. But on
the second trip, his courage and
strength finally gave out. In the Wet
Mountain Valley, when he was
heard to complain that this kind of
hunger, cold, and fatigue was more
than a man could stand, he got into
trouble. Pike sympathized with poor
Brown but couldn't afford to have
that kind of talk in camp, so he repri
manded him for what he called "mu
tinous and seditious language." Af
ter the expedition, Brown deserted
the Army and later surrendered af
ter two years. When his military
service was over he lived for many
years near St. Louis, dying in 1840.
As he was 86 when he died, he would
have been in his fifties while travel
ing with Pike, still a private, and
who can blame him for grumbling
now and then?

The next man is Jacob Carter, a
carpenter from Columbia, Va., about
36 years old. He re-enlisted for an
other term in 1810 and then dropped
out of our sight.

ext is Thomas Daugherty. Here
we have his physical description,
which I found on an old muster roll
in the National Archives. He was five
feet one, grey eyes, brown hair, light
complexion, and listed himself as a
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farmer from Pennsylvania. Daugh
erty was disabled by frostbite during
that awful winter along the Sangre
de Cristos, and had to be left behind
for a time and later recovered. He
was detained in Chihuahua for two
years by the Spanish. Despite his
troubles he remained an army man,
receiving a discharge in 1818.

William Gordon. Of this man we
know nothing except that he was a
member of the expedition. At least
we can apply to him that famous old
Spanish phrase, paso por aqui. He
passed by here.

Jeremiah R. Jachson. Here was
one of the two corporals in the party.
He had enlisted in 1805 and later a
man of this name deserted at Baton
Rouge in 1812. On the Pike expedi
tion, after the stockade was built on
the Conejos River, Jackson and four
other men were sent back across the
Sangre de Cristos to bring in the in
valids who had been left behind be
cause they could not travel. At one
time, Pike had only four men with
him at his stockade, the others being
strung out along his trail from the
Arkansas, into the Wet Mountain
Valley, and so on, during that in
credible winter.

And now Henry Kennerman. This
man was a sergeant on Pike's first
expedition, and when he was put in
charge of camp while Pike went off
on a side trip he used up most of the
food supply and all of the whiskey.
So Pike broke him to private but still
brought him along the western trip.
While the party was still in eastern
Missouri, he deserted. Pike sent a
messenger back with an advertise
ment, to be run in the newspapers
along the frontier, describing Ken
nerman as about twenty-six years
old, brown hair and grey eyes, fair
complexion, probably heading for
Kentucky. He was never captured,
and now Pike's final and permanent
party was to consist of only twelve
men, not thirteen.

William Meek and Theodore Mil
ler. Those two men must be dis
cussed together although it takes
them out of strict alphabetical order.
Both had been on the first expedition
and were, in fact, close buddies.
Miller was one of the two privates
that Pike chose to come along when
he attempted to climb the Peak. The
two men had gone through all that
hunger and personal suffering to-
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gether, and had marched together
with three other men all the way
back to Pueblo, from the stockade
down on the Conejos to bring on the
horses and men who had been left
there. Meek had been promoted to
sergeant. When captured they were
taken to Chihuahua with the rest,
and then a tragic event occurred. In
the Mexican prison there was an ar
gument, probably intensified by al
cohol, and in a moment of unpre
meditated violence Sergeant Meek
killed Private Miller with his bayo
net. There was a trial - of which we
have a transcript in very difficult
Spanish. At first the interpreter was
Vasquez, but when he seemed to be
having trouble with the language,
Sergeant Meek asked for a new
translator. Here was not much de
fense. Witnesses had seen every
thing and the sergeant was sen
tenced to a prison term. Although all
the rest of Pike's men were back
home by the end of 1809, Meek was
held until 1820. We have no record of
his sentence or where he was de
tained. But an article appeared in
the St. Louis Enquirer, March 31,
1821 announcing his arrival at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, along with some
other American who had been re
leased by order of the King of Spain.

To continue with the roster:
Hugh Menaugh. A man of whom

we have little information, except
that he was left behind, alone, dur
ing the crossing of t~e Sangre. de
Cristos, with a deposIt of supphes.
He was sent for after the stockade
was built and he was able to travel.

John Montjoy. What we know of
him postdates the expedition. He
was still attached to Pike's command
in 1808 when he was convicted of
drunkenness and sentenced to
twenty-five lashes. But Pike inter
vened for him, saying in the court
martial record that "in consequence
of the dangers and hardships to
which the prisoner has been la.tely
exposed, the infliction o~ the strIpes
is hereby postponed untIl furt~er or
ders." Punishments were mdeed
cruel in those days, for men in the
army, easing up only when the W~r
of 1812 approached and recrUlt
ments were faltering.

Alexander Roy. He was on both ex
peditions, and the only other .thi~g

we know is that he was left behmd m
Mexico, when Pike was escorted
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home, and did not get back until
1809.

Patrick Smith. When Pike left
Pueblo to set out across the Sangre
de Cristos, he had established a
small base in which he left some
horses and men. Smith was one of
these later to be sent for. During
Serg~ant Meek's trial he testified
that he had tried to intervene and
prevent the murder. He also swo:e
that Meek and Miller had argued m
Santa Fe and he thought they had
been an~ with one another since
then.

John Sparks. Private Sparks was
so badly injured from frostbite that
he was left along the trail, in the
snow, with food and the promise hat
he would be sent for. He was recov
ered but not until he and two of his
com~anions, also left behind, suf
fered the loss of several toes from
freezing.

John Sparks with his missing toes
is a fitting person with which to con
clude this roster of the Pike expedi
tion. We have seen these soldiers en
gaged in a great enterprise, with
much personal suffering, only to re
turn home and receive no special at
tention, no grants of land, no lasting
fame. Most of them simply dropped
out of sight.

Perhaps it is time that people of
the West, maybe even the members
of the Pikes Peak Posse of the West
erners' find a way recognize these
men with a bronze plaque or a stone
marker. There is no stone cliff like
the famous one at El Morro, in New
Mexico, upon which they inscrib~d

their names like other travelers m
the Southwest. But someone needs
to say ofthem.

Paso por aqui.
Zebulon Pike's men passed this

way.

A roster of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike's Southwestern Expedition

Lt. Zebulon Mongtomery Pike
Lt. James B. Wilkinson*
Dr. John H. Robinson
Antoine Francois Vasquez
Sergeant Joseph Ballinger*
Corporal Jeremiah R. Jackson
Corporal William E. Meek
John Boley*
Samuel Bradley*
John Brown
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Jacob Carter
Thomas Daugherty
William Gordon
Solomon Huddleston*
Henry Kennerman
Hugh Menaugh
Theodore Miller
John Mountjoy
Alexander Roy
Patrick Smith
John Sparks
Freegift Stout*
John Wilson*

*Returned down the Arkansas in Oc
tober, 1806

LARNED'S LINKS TO PIKE
by David and Alice Clapsaddle

[The Clapsaddles of Larned are ac
tive in the Wet IDry Routes Chapter,
and David is a frequent contributor
to WT. The following article was
written in response to information
published in "Pike's Column" in the
November 2002 issue, quoting a
lengthy footnote from Kansa~ His
torical Collections VII. A reVLew of
early Larned newspapers and files of
the First Presbyterian Church of that
town found data to be at odds with
some of the information in the pre
vious article, especially with regard
to the chronology of the Charles Stur
devant family's arrival in Olathe and
later Larned, KS. Also in error was
the place of Charles Sturdevant's
death. He died, according to church
and public records at. Larned, n~t at
Olathe as described m the prevwus
issue. Special thanks to David and
Alice for these corrections.}

CITIZENS of Larned have reason
to celebrate the upcoming bicenten
nial of the Pike Expedition. The first
is geographical. On October 28,
1806, Pike's men camped at the con
fluence of the Pawnee and Arkansas
rivers. That location was about 500
yards southeast of the U.s. Highway
56 bridge at the south edge of pres
ent Larned. The same site became
the well-documented Pawnee Fork
crossing of the Santa Fe Trail. 'I?te
crossing is commemorated by an m
terpretive marker placed near the
bridge by the Wet/Dry Routes Chap
ter of SFTA.

The second reason has to do with a
niece of Zebulon M. Pike, who was an
early-day resident of Larned, Sarah
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Norman Grove who built the house
now occupied by David and Alice
Clapsaddle, proprietors of the Little
Red House and writers ofthis article.
Larned does have many links to Ze
bulon Pike.

SANTA FE TRAIL RADIO PLAY

Ku~ radio station in Albuquer
que Will record a live performance
about the "Santa Fe Trail's Wagon
Years," and the public is invited.
Whether you see this show as a his
torical drama, musical, or even docu
men.tary, you will enjoy the re
cordIng of Rolling On, by Richard
Bodner: the story of the Santa Fe
Trail across t.he wagon years, as told
through the Journals & songs of ac
tual travelers. Admission is free.

This production, one of four win
ners in KUNM's Radio Play Script
Contest for 2002, will be offered free
to the public at 8 p.m. on Wednesday
March 19, in the South Broadwa;
Cultural Center, 1025 Broadway SE,
Albuquerque. No reservations will
be taken, but please arrive promptly
(doors will open by 7:30 p.m.). This
a~d the other winning radio plays
WIll be broadcast on KUNM during
the spring months of 2003.

The production is sponsored by
the City ofAlbuquerque's Urban En
hancement Trust Fund and KUNM.
For more information, contact Ra
chel Kaub, (505) 277-4516 or <art@
unm.edu>.

Wardell Sturdevant. She was born
April 9, 1812, in Lawrenceburg, Indi
a.na, two months prior to the incep
tI?n of the War of 1812. Ironically,
P:ke, promoted to the rank of briga
dIer general, was killed during that
war on April 27, 1813, at Toronto
~anada, one year and 18 days follow:
Ing Sarah's birth. Sarah recalled
that, at age 13, she met the Marquis
de Lafayette during his 1824-1825
tour of the United States.

She married the Reverend Char
les Sturdevant on May 24, 1835. Her
life with the Presbyterian minister
was anything but commonplace. His
~inis~rytoo~ the family to congrega
tIOns In IndIana, Ohio, and Missis
sippi before he served as an agent of
the Board of Domestic Missions for
his denomination. Later he was su
peri.nte~dent of.a female seminary at
SprIngfIeld, Ohio, for six years. Sub
sequently, he was president of a fe
male college at Indianapolis, Indi
ana, for four years. In 1865 the Stur
devants moved to Independence
Missouri, thence to Olathe, Kansas.'

The exact date the Sturdevants
moved to the infant town of Larned
remains moot, but they were in
cluded in the 1875 census of Pawnee
County. The reason for the move was
that their daughter, Matilda Jane
had moved to Larned in 1873 whe~
her husband W. R. Adams assumed
the presidency of the Larned Town
Company, succeeding Samuel J.
Crawford, the former governor of
Kansas.

Reverend Sturdevant served as
supply minister of Larned's First
Presbyterian Church during 1880
1881. He died July 31, 1886, and in
the words of his obituary, he was
"buried in the Larned cemetery
which overlooks the broad Arkansa~
River with its green islands and yel
low sand-bars."

Mrs. Sturdevant died on April 9,
1909, the 97th anniversarv of her
birth. Three years earlier, "she had
been invited to attend the centennial
celebration of the Pike Expedition
conducted at Colorado Springs, Colo
rado, within the shadow of the moun
tain which bears the name of Pike.
Unfortunately, she was unable to
participate in the event. She also
was buried in the Larned Cemetery.

The Sturdevants produced three
children, Matilda, Clara, and Char-

Sarah Sturdevant Is seated at left Others identified ar S '
~I:il~el :~ams «ststanding left), and daughters Clara Byr~e (~~~~Jlng~~ne~~~~g~~~

. a ams anding right). The man Is W. R. Adams The woman seat .
child are unidentified, except as daughter and grandda~ghter of the Ada~~ .and

les, all residents of Larned. Matilda
and her husband, W. R. Adams had
six children: Peter, Ernest, Ch~rles,
Sarah, Claribel, and Edna. Clara
and her husband Thomas Byrne had
three children: Charles, Larry, and
Mabel. Charles had one daughter,
Wardell. Thus the Larned lineage of
Zebulon Pike is long: a niece two
grand nieces and a grand ne~hew,
five great-grand nephews and five
great-grand nieces.

The Sturdevant home remains in
good repair at 1120 Toles in Larned
as does the Adams home at 207 East
16th Street. The latter home origi
nally occupied the northeast corner
of the intersection at 14th Street and
Broadway, the present site of the
Subway.

Incidentally, Larned's first wed
ding uniting Emma Post and Daniel
Bright was conducted on September
15, 1873, in the home ofMr. and Mrs.
W. R. Adams. At that time, the Ad
ams family resided in the former sut
ler's mess house, which had been
moved from Fort Larned into the
new town in April 1872. The struc
ture, which became known as the
"little red house," served as Larned's
first residence, post office, saloon,
school, church, and court room.

It has been reconstructed at 2nd
and State streets and is available for
tours. Interested parties may contact
the Larned Chamber of Commerce
f?r det~ils. Interestingly, Larned's
fIrst brIde was the grandmother of
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RATTLESNAKES ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Phyllis S. Morgan

[This is third in a series about wild
life on the Trail by SFTA member
Phyllis Morgan, Albuquerque. She
extends sincere thanks to Bob Myers,
biologist, herpetologist, and director
ofthe American International Rattle
snake Museum, located in Albuquer
que's Old Town at 202 San Felipe
NW, for sharing his knowledge and
providing other assistance during
the research for this article. The Rat
tlesnake Museum has the largest col
lection of different species of live rat
tlesnakes in the world. Next topic in
this series will be prairie dogs.]

RATTLESNAKES are the subject
of a huge body of lore, myth, super
stitions, and misconceptions that
have been formed and handed down
over millennia. Profound fear of
these snakes and misconceptions
about their behavior commonly ex
isted among Santa Fe Trail travel
ers. Many people following the
routes of the Trail were encounter
ing these reptiles for the first time.
Misunderstanding and confusion
about rattlesnakes are still common
among the general public today.

Found only in the Western Hemi
sphere, rattlesnakes are pit vipers
belonging to the large family Viperi
dae. They are not true vipers, which
do not occur in the New World. The
term "pit" comes from a sense organ
that is visible externally as a facial
pit, located below and back of the
nostril. There are two genera, Crota
lus and SistruTUs, in their subfamily
Crotalinae. All species are venomous
and have rattles. The genus Crotalus
is comprised of the most species and
the largest and most dangerous rat
tlesnakes, with ranges covering
larger territory.]

The ranges offive species of rattle
snakes occur in the five states
through which the Santa Fe Trail
crossed: (1) the Prairie rattlesnake
(Cortalus viridis viridis)-central
and western Kansas, Oklahoma
Panhandle, eastern Colorado, and
practically all of 1 ew Mexico; (2) the
Western Diamondback rattlesnake
(Crotalus atrox)-parts of northern
and western Oklahoma and New
Mexico; (3) the Timber rattlesnake
(Cortalus horridus horridus)-eas
tern Kansas and Missouri; (4) the
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Rattlesnake (photo courtesy Harry C.
Myers.

Desert Massasauga (Sistrurus cate
natus edwardsi)-southwestern Kan
sas, Oklahoma Panhandle, south
eastern Colorado, and eastern T ew
Mexico; and (5) the Western Mas
sasauga (Sistrurus catenatus ier
geminus)-southwestern, central,and
eastern Kansas, the Oklahoma Pan
handle, and southeastern Colorado?

The crucial characteristic distin
guishing rattlesnakes from all other
snakes, even from other pit vipers, is
their rattle. Composed of loosely ar
ticulated, interlocking horny rings at
the end of the tail, the rattle pro
duces a distinct sound when vi
brated.l 0 other kind of snake has a
rattle. Other snakes may have simi
lar markings, be venomous, may coil
and even vibrate their tails, but they
are not rattlesnakes unless they
have a rattle.

Such similarities among snakes
caused confusion among Trail travel
ers, who would often kill any snake
they came upon in their travels. The
late J. Frank Dobie, celebrated
author and collector of lore of the
Southwest, commented in his popu
lar book Rattlesnakes: "The pioneer
tradition towards the creatures of
the earth was to kill them rather
than to study them.',3 Today, people
continue to kill snakes because they
resemble rattlesnakes, although
they are harmless and, like rattle
snakes, provide a valuable service
for humankind by keeping disease
carrying rodent populations under
control.

Marc Simmons, premier scholar of
the Santa Fe Trail and the "father" of
the Santa Fe Trail Association, com
mented in one ofhis articles: "Rattle-
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snakes are not among my favorite
creatures in this Southwestern
homeland. But I'll be the first to ad
mitthat they add something of inter
est to the region."4 In his cowpunch
ing days, Simmons drove cattle
through thick vegetation, often hear
ing their rattles, but seldom seeing
them. "They would be on my mind,
and sometimes when I had bedded
down by the campfire I dreamed that
a snake had crawled under my sad
dle, which I was using as a pillow. I'd
wake suddenly and come flying out
of the blankets. Then I would make a
search to be sure that Mr. Serpent
was not sharing my bed. ,,5

Many Trail travelers, no doubt,
awoke abruptly during the night or
in the early morning in the same
manner as Simmons, wondering if a
rattlesnake had curled up in their
blankets to keep warm. A few diaries
and journals contain remarks about
rattlesnakes being found much too
close for comfort. For instance,
Frank S. Edwards, a Missouri
Mounted Volunteer who marched
the length of the Santa Fe and Chi
huahua Trails with Colonel Alexan
der W. Doniphan during the Mexi
can-American War, wrote in his book
A Campaign in New Mexico with
Colonel Doniphan (1847): "It was, by
no means, an unusual occurrence for
us, after a heavy dew, to kill in the
morning within a quarter of a mile of
camp more than twenty rattle
snakes, which, having come out to
imbibe the dew, had become be
numbed by the cool night air and, so,
were an easy prey. Our Major awoke
one morning with one of these rep
tiles coiled up against his leg, it hav
ing nestled there for warmth. He
dared not stir until a servant came
and removed the intruder."6 Unfor
tunately, information was not pro
vided by Edwards concerning how
the servant, probably a slave, was
able to accomplish the task.

Drovers, mule-skinners, cowboys,
and others on the Trail and through
out the Southwest used to encircle
their blankets with a prickly hair
rope laid on the ground, in the belief
that snakes would not cross such a
rope because the scratchy bristles
tickled the snakes' bellies. Simmons
has commented on this once-popular
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practice: "I never put much faith in
that old superstition. And besides,
my up-to-date catch rope was made
of smooth nylon, so it would not have
been much use as a snake shield."7

The "Father of the Santa Fe
Trail," William Becknell, noted the
abundance of rattlesnakes during
the inaugural journey that formally
opened this great road of commerce.
On September 1, 1821, Becknell and
his small company of men started
out from Franklin, Missouri, on this
historic expedition, and on Septem
ber 24, he recorded that they had
reached the Arkansas River and the
world of the buffalo and the rattle
snake, "of which there are vast num
bers here. ,,8

In 1825, George Champlin Sibley,
the leader of the United States gov
ernment survey of the Santa Fe
Trail, wrote in his journal on August
18: "The immense plain in which we
now are, and through which the Ar
kansas flows, is almost an uninter
rupted level as far as the eye can
[s]ee to the South and West ... there
is not a single Tree anywhere to be
seen on its banks. Our road this
evening layover some tolerably
rough sandy ground, in which Rattle
Snakes are very numerous."9 He
noted on the following day: "One of
the Mules bit by a Rattle Snake this
evening. These snakes are very nu
merous & troublesome here."10

John W. Moore, pioneer and sol
dier, was among the multitude of
travelers who followed the Trail af
ter Becknell and Sibley and recorded
their observations concerning the
numbers of rattlesnakes along the
way, in particular along the course of
the Arkansas River. In his account,
"The Santa Fe Trail Days," Moore
described his first trip in 1867 at the
age of 21 across the prairies and
plains to Fort Lyon: "We made a good
finish to our trip.... And a lively fin
ish it was, as on the divide between
the Arkansas and the Smoky [Smoky
Hill] rivers we ran into an immense
lair of rattlesnakes that must have
extended a mile. The reptiles were
sunning themselves after a shower
and lay at full length, sometimes
crowded closely together, their slug
gish bodies crossing each other and
gleaming in the sun. We would shoot
several before the rest would dis
perse, scuttling away over the warm
sand with nothing but an ominous
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rattle and a sinuous motion on the
green prairie to trace their course."l]
Moore made many trips along the
Trail, delivering government stores
to forts. He became mayor of Kansas
City in 1885 after the Trail passed
into history.

In his book Commerce of the Prai
ries (1844), Josiah Gregg told of see
ing countless rattlesnakes during his
trips over the Trail: "Rattlesnakes
are proverbially abundant upon all
these prairies, and as there is seldom
to be found either stick or stone with
which to kill them, one hears almost
a constant popping of rifles or pistols
among the vanguard, to clear the
route of these disagreeable occu
pants, lest they should bite our ani
mals. As we were toiling up through
the sandy hillocks which border the
southern banks of the Arkansas, the
day being exceedingly warm, we
came upon a perfect den of these rep
tiles. I will not say 'thousands,'
though this perhaps were nearer the
truth-but hundreds at least were
coiled or crawling in every direction.
They were no sooner discovered than
we were upon them with guns and
pistols, determined to let none of
them escape.,,12

Gregg related how the confusion
caused by "the snake fracas" was
worsened when a young wild mus
tang broke into their midst, and was
further compounded by an ensuing
skirmish between two mules in the
area, one attempting to chastise the
intruding colt and the other mule at
tempting to defend it. The reader can
imagine the frenzy and noise deriv
ing from such a scene, which Gregg
described as "a capital scene of con
fusion." To restore order, the colt was
shot and killed. The company
pitched camp that evening opposite
the "celebrated 'Caches,' a place
where some of the earliest adventur
ers had been compelled to conceal
their merchandise."13 One can imag
ine the lively conversations concern
ing the "fracas" that must have oc
curred that evening, and for many
days and evenings to come.

Gregg added: ". . . scores of them
[rattlesnakes] are sometimes killed
in the course of a day's travel; yet
they seem remarkably harmless, for
I have never witnessed an instance
of a man's being bitten, though they
have been known to crawl even into
the beds of travellers. Mules are
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sometimes bitten by them, yet very
rarely, though they must daily walk
over considerable numbers."14

Susan Shelby Magoffin made very
few comments in her diary concern
ing rattlesnakes, although she did
refer to Gregg's "fracas" when writ
ing at Big Coon Creek while "noon
ing" on July 13, 1846: "... we also
had a rattle-snake fracas. There
were not hundreds killed tho', as Mr.
Gregg had to do to keep his animals
from suffering, but some two or three
were killed in the road by our car
riage driver, and these were quite
enough to make me sick."15 Earlier at
Cottonwood Creek campground, Su
san wrote: "I am no friend to bugs,
worms, or snakes.... These things [a
particular bug she detested], snakes
and musquitoes are the only dis
agreeable parts of my prairie life. ,,16

Alexander Majors, a well-known
name connected to the freighting
and mercantile firm of Russell, Ma
jors & Waddell, formed in 1854,
spoke at a meeting of "old plains
men" in Independence, Missouri, in
1909. In regard to rattlesnakes bit
ing animals, Majors stated: "... the
rattlesnakes on that road [Santa Fe
Trail] in the beginning of the travel
were a great annoyance, often biting
the mules and oxen when they were
grazing. At first, mules were used al
together for traveling, but they
would either die or become useless
from the bite of a rattlesnake, and
the men would sometimes be sent
ahead of the caravan with whips to
frighten the snakes out of the path
way, but later on, the ox-teamsters,
with their large whips, destroyed
them so fast that they ceased to trou
ble [the oxen] to any great extent.,,17
Simmons has provided additional
detail: "Drovers walking beside ox
teams kept an eye peeled for snakes
and upon spotting one would skill
fully take off the head with a well
aimed snap of their heavy bull
whipS.,,18

Treatment administered to a
mule bitten by a rattlesnake was in
cluded in the reminiscences left by
James Brice, who arrived in Inde
pendence from Ireland in 1858 and
was employed in the transporting of
mail over the Trail: "The herder
brought one of the mules in off the
pasture that was bitten by a rattle
snake. His head was twice its natu
ral size. I brought a Cheyenne Indian
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to see the animal, who had me to
throw [the mule] down and secure
him from struggling. [The Indian]
took my pen knife, sharpened the
point of the small blade, tied a cord
around it, leaving one-fourth inch
uncovered, pricking the mule around
the nostrils with the uncovered
point, blood coming from each stab;
rubbing the bloody part with gun
powder and telling me to keep him
from water until the next morning. I
complied with his instructions and
the mule was all right next morn
ing.,,19

Some hair-raising experiences
along the Trail were recorded by men
who had gone out on the prairies,
sometimes alone, to hunt or to look
after their animals. One was David
Kellogg on his way to Colorado in the
first wave of gold seekers. He wrote
in his diary on September 30, 1858,
in camp at Cow Creek: "Today, while
crawling along a slight depression in
the prairie to get inside the fringe of
bulls which are always surrounding
a herd of buffalo, I heard a sudden
rattle just where I was about to put
down my hand, and came face-to
face with a rattle-snake coiled for
business. In my eagerness to stalk
the buffalo I had not noticed him. I
was thrilled as with an electric shock
and, bounding to my feet, I placed
my gun against the snake and blew
him to pieces. It was an ungracious
act on my part after he had given me
fair warning, but I had but one
thought in my mind and that was to
kill that snake, and I was satisfied to
see my cows, one of which I had se
lected for my meat, go lumbering off
over the plain."20

Lieutenant William B. Lane, sta
tioned at Fort Union in 1857, en
countered what he believed, at first,
was a rattlesnake while hunting for
antelope about 15 miles from the
fort. He caught sight of and ap
proached a large herd, dismounted
and picked up a stone to drive a
picket-pin [for hitching his horse]
into the ground. Lane related his ex
perience in a report written in 1894:
"After about the third stroke with
the stone I felt a sharp sting on the
back of my left hand, and at the same
moment heard the rattle of a snake,
and saw within a few inches of my
hand the last half of a large and
horrid-looking rattlesnake just
about to disappear in a hole in the
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ground.... I immediately examined
my hand, and sure enough there
were the two punctures, just the dis
tance apart to correspond to the
fangs of a snake. I was of course
frightened almost out of my witS."21

Knowing he must get back to the
fort as quickly as possible, Lane re
trieved his picket pin from the
ground, removed his brandy flask
from his saddlebags and took a "big"
drink. As he headed back to the fort,
Lane watched his left hand swelling
up. He took another drink, described
as "a whopper," and "raised both
hands together that I might see just
how much the left one was swollen.
To my amazement the right one was
just as large as the left, and not only
that, there seemed to be several
pairs of hands; in fact, the air was
full of them, and all badly snakebit
ten. It suddenly occurred to me that I
was very drunk...." The thought
came to him that he could not have
been badly poisoned, or the brandy
would not have worked so quickly.

Lane struggled to stay upright in
his saddle and began arguing with
himself. He seemed to be two fellows
a sober lieutenant telling a drunk
lieutenant that he "ought to be court
martialed for cowardice...." Manag
ing to stay in the saddle, Lane saw
wild geese as he was drawing close to
the fort, and thought he might "re
deem himself' by shooting a goose to
take back with him. Tying his horse,
he proceeded toward the geese, when
he noticed men approaching on
horseback in the distance. He real
ized it would be better to head
straight for the fort; his horse had
come to the same decision and was
trying desperately to break away. In
mounting his pitching horse, Lane
threw himself too far over his saddle
and had to cling in that awkward po
sition while his horse "went thunder
ing across the plain . . . nearly a
quarter of a mile" before Lane re
gained control.

Lane concluded: "I had had what
one might call 'a full day.' I had rid
den over thirty miles, been bitten, as
I supposed by a rattlesnake, got
drunk and sober, was at the point of
death and had recovered, and all this
within twelve hours of the same
day." He went to bed that night,
"feeling thankful that I had a back
and a comfortable place to put it. ,,22

Although Lane seemed to think
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that he probably had not been bitten
by a rattlesnake because he did not
have the expected symptoms, it is
possible that he did receive a rattle
snake bite. Lane's age, size, vigor,
and healthy condition could have en
abled his system to resist the effects
of the venom, or he could have re
ceived a bite of weak venom, or even
a dry bite in which no venom was in
jected. Today, it is known that about
one-fifth of rattlesnake bites are dry
bites. Of approximately 8,000 bites
from venomous snakes occurring
each year in the United States, less
than one percent result in death.23

Philip Gooch Ferguson, the com
pany clerk of the First Regiment of
the Missouri Mounted Volunteers in
General Stephen W. Kearny's Army
of the West, recorded an incident in
volving another volunteer, David
Russell, in his diary on August 7,
1847: "Stopped at night a few miles
past Middle [S]pring. Whilst ho1:>
bling his horse, Russell was bitten by
a rattlesnake and became very much
alarmed. One of the Mexicans cured
him in the following manner. Made
him swallow half a pint of whiskey,
then tied a cord around his forefinger
(the end of his finger being the place
bitten) and cut it to the bone with a
sharp knife, and then seared or
burnt the wound. His hand was held
down all night, and in the morning
all danger was past. Some of [the]
boys, seeing that whiskey was im
portant in the cure of snake bite,
complained to the Mexican that they
were bitten and wished to be cured
as he had cured Russell. The Mexi
can, discovering the ruse, wished to
cut the flesh first and administer the
whiskeyafterwards!"24

Both Lane and Russell made use
of the universal remedy for rattle
snake bites-whiskey. There were
many different folk and other reme
dies, including a variety of poultices
made from plants, but the remedy of
choice among the frontiersmen and
others of that time was whiskey. To
day, we know that alcohol causes
bite victims more harm than good. It
has the adverse effect of speeding
circulation, thereby increasing the
rapidity of venom absorption. The
large quantities of whiskey adminis
tered to snake-bite victims during
frontier days has led to the view that
a number of deaths were caused by
alcohol poisoning, rather than snake
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poisoning.
Lt. Lane's wife, Lydia Spencer

Lane, wrote her recollections of the
joys and sorrows of being the wife of
an army officer on the frontier in her
book, I Married a Soldier; or, Old
Days in the Old Army (1893). Follow
ing their marriage in Pennsylvania
in 1854, the couple headed for Jeffer
son Barracks, Missouri, and from
there to a long list ofposts stretching
across Texas and the Southwest,
with stops at several posts in New
Mexico, including Fort Union.
Among her recollections of her first
journey to the western frontier, Ly
dia wrote: ". . . I never went to bed
without making a thorough search
for a snake, tarantula, or centipede;
but in all the years I spent traveling
and camping, I never saw a snake
about the tents ... so that as time
went on and I did not find the thing
for which I watched, I grew careless,
but not on that first expedition,
when all was so new to me.'125 She
also recollected: "Back of our quar
ters was quite a large yard, but there
was not a living thing in it, except ta
rantulas, scorpions, centipedes, with
the occasional rattlesnake for vari
ety. As long as we left them undis
turbed, they were harmless."26

A common misconception among
travelers on the Trail was that rat
tlesnakes, prairie dogs, and small
burrowing owls lived together in
harmony in the prairie dog's burrow.
Many chroniclers made references to
this widely-held belief in their re
corded observations of wildlife along
the Trail. Katie Bowen, for example,
wrote in one of her letters to family
back home in Maine: "We frequently
see owls sitting on their [prairie
dogs'] holes and are told that with
the rattlesnake, they form a charm
ing society in their houses.'t27 Philip
Gooch Ferguson noted: "Prairie owls
and rattlesnakes live in the same
dens with [prairie dogs], but what af
finity of nature there is between
them or what mutual benefit they
derive from this association, I have

h d 1 · d ,,28never ear exp ame .
Matthew C. (Matt) Field, writer

and actor, traveled the Trail in 1839
with a group of leisure travelers,
comprised of merchants and tour
ists. He recorded his colorful impres
sions of the trip in verse and wrote
85 articles that were serialized in the
New Orleans Picayune from Decem-
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ber 1839 to October 1841. In one of
these articles, published in Novem
ber 1840, Matt stated: "Snakes and
owls are said to dwell with the dogs
in their holes, with utmost harmony,
but we had no opportunity offinding
a proof of this, though the story is
very generally believed. ,,29

Alexander Majors elaborated on
this misconception at the "old plains
men's" gathering in 1909: "It has
been claimed by men that snakes
and prairie dogs, who were also
found in great numbers upon the
plains, lived in the same houses, the
dog digging the hole and allowing
the snake to inhabit it with him, but
I do not think this is correct. Men
came to this conclusion from seeing
the snakes when frightened run into
the dog-holes, but I think they did it
to get out of the way of danger, and
they lived, too, in the houses that
had been abandoned by the dogs. It
is a fact that the prairie dogs would
only live in one hole for about a year,
when they would abandon it and dig
a new one, leaving the old ones to be
taken possession of by the rattle
snakes and prairie owls."3o

Frank Edwards also commented:
"The old story of the rattlesnake and
prairie dog associating together is
now exploded, it having been proved
that the former devours the pups of
the latter, and that directly a snake
takes possession of a hole it is, at
once, deserted by its former inhabi
tant."31

A seemingly indestructible myth,
held for centuries and first reported
in print in the early 1600s, was
known to people on the frontier.
Sometimes referred to as "the snake
swallowing phenomenon," this myth
entails the belief that rattlesnakes
swallow their young, or take them
into their mouths and release them
when danger passes. Marion Sloan
Russell, who had her own close en
counters with rattlesnakes during
her childhood, described such an oc
currence involving her brother:
"Once Will put his foot right down on
a rattler. He was scared, but the
snake did nothing. It did not even
coil or strike out at him. This snake
was certainly different. It lay still
when Will removed his foot, lay still
on the path to the milk house, and
began slowly rattling its rattles. It
fixed its great eyes on Will and flat
tened its head and stuck out its
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forked tongue and went on rattling
its rattles. Suddenly from all around
little snakes began to put in an ap
pearance. There were a dozen or
more of them. The old snake opened
wide her jaws and the little ones dis
appeared down inside of her. When
Will came to tell mother about what
he had seen, she told him he had wit
nessed one of nature's miracles.'032

J. Frank Dobie collected numer
ous accounts and testimonies from
people living in rural areas who had
witnessed the "miracle" experienced
by Will Sloan. Dobie trusted the ve
racity of some of the eyewitnesses,
but declined to make a judgment re
garding this subject, stating that his
role was to transmit testimony and
leave judgment to future observers.
Biologists and herpetologists who
have studied rattlesnakes for years
have not reported witnessing this
"phenomenon" and maintain there is
no proof that rattlesnakes swallow
their young.

An old fallacy prevalent among
people today is that a rattlesnake's
age can be found by counting the
number of segments in its rattle. Bob
Myers of the American International
Rattlesnake Museum said he finds
this the most common misunder
standing among both adults and
children who visit the museum. Rat
tlesnakes shed their skin from one to
four times every year. With each
shedding, a new segment appears.
Over time, segments become brittle
and break off. The only way a rattle
snake's age can be known is if some
one happens to be present when a
snake is born and a record is made at
that time. Births of snakes in muse
ums or zoos are recorded, but there is
little chance of making such a record
in the wild.

Rattlesnakes try to avoid contact
with people, and bite as a defensive
reaction, not as an act of aggression.
They will readily defend themselves,
in particular the Western Diamond
back, if threatened. Their rattle is
the only means they have to commu·
nicate a warning that danger is near
and that people and other animals
are treading on unsafe territory.
Throughout human history, humans
have been much more dangerous to
them than they have been to people.

One can only guess to what extent
attempts to eradicate rattlesnakes
have depleted their numbers up to
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the present time. It is known, how
ever, that their numbers are de
creasing. This is very unfortunate,
because they play an important and
integral part in the ecological web of
life. Dobie once stated: "Rattle
snakes, though not harmless, are the
most interesting of all snakes in
North America. I hate to think of the
days when there won't be any.,,33 He
was pleased that more and more peo
ple, although still a minority, have
learned to respect, even like, rattle
snakes as their understanding and
knowledge of these fascinating crea
tures have grown. Dobie added: "I
am good at belonging to minorities
and I have joined this one.... Why
should I pick on rattlesnakes?'t34 For
that matter, why should anyone pick
on rattlesnakes-or any other snakes
-living along the old Santa Fe Trail
and wherever else they range?
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KAW COUNCILS FEATURE
DHEGIHA TRIBES

KAW Mission State Historic Site in
Council Grove, KS, and the Friends
of Kaw Heritage offer a monthly se
ries of programs called "Kaw Coun
cils." This year the series will feature
programs on the Dhegiha tribes of
the Siouan-speaking peoples: the
Kaw (or Kansa), Quapaw, Ponca,
Omaha, and Osage. These tribes
share a common source in language,
culture, and ancestry.

The Dhegihas probably once lived
together in the Ohio Valley, and they
separated when they moved west in
the 17th century. The Kaw were
later assigned a reservation at Coun
cil Grove and thus had a close asso
ciation with the Santa Fe Trail. For a
schedule of the monthly programs,
visit the web site: <www,kawmis
sion.org> or write Friends of Kaw
Heritage, 500 N Mission, Council
Grove KS 66846. Admission to the
programs is free.
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SYMPOSIUM 2003
THE 200:? symposium, set for Sep
tember 25-28, will be held at Days
Inn Southeast, 6101 E 87th St, Kan
sas City MO. A convention rate will
be available. A Super 8 is in an at
tached wing.

An outstanding program is being
planned under direction of Sympo
sium Coordinator Anne Mallinson,
with the following committee chairs:
John Mark Lambertson, John Atkin
son, Roger Slusher, Jane Mallinson,
Ross Marshall, Nancy Lewis, and
Mary Conrad.

Morning lectures will be in the
Chaparral Ballroom/Theater at the
hotel. Vendors will set up in the
Santa Fe room across the hall. A
number of field trips are being
planned. The Saturday evening ban
quet and awards program will be
held at Benjamin Ranch. Reserva
tions will be sent to the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independ
ence, Make plans now to attend.

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
JUNE 7, 2003, is National Trails
Day, with the theme "HealthyTrails,
Healthy People." To host an event,
visit <www.AmericanHiking,org/
events/ntd/index.html>. To register
an event, go to <wwwAmericanHik
ing.org/events/ntd/register.html>.
Each registered event receives a
banner, posters, and promotion on
the American Hiking Society web
site. Help celebrate the trails.

WET/DRY ROUTES SEMINAR
AND FORT LARNED OLD

GUARD ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 3, 2003

PLANS are complete for the May 3
joint program of the WetIDry Routes
Chapter and Fort Larned Old Guard
at Fort Larned NHS and the site of
the Cheyenne and Sioux village on
Pawnee Fork captured and burned
by the army in 1867. See details and
registration form insert.

The morning seminar looks at the
Mexican War and the Santa Fe Trail,
with three lectures. Afternoon activi
ties at the village site will focus on
the buffalo in Plains Indian life and
the lives of white hunters. An even
ing dinner and program back at Fort
Larned will conclude the program,
Reservations are due by April 25.
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"THE OLDEST ROAD" by EUGENE MANLOVE RHODES
edited with an introduction by Mary Jean Cook

[Mary Jean Cook, Santa Fe, is a mu
sician and historian, a frequent con
tributor to Wagon Tracks, and the
author of books and articles about
the Trail and Santa Fe. Her most re
cent book, Loretto: The Sisters and
Their Santa Fe Chapel, was pub
lished last year by the Museum of
New Mexico Press. The following
piece is from May Davison Rhodes,
The Hired Man on Horseback (Bos
ton: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1938). Original spellings and accents
ofEugene Manlove Rhodes have been
retained. Corrections and annota
tions are in brackets.]
Introduction

Historians today know that the
Santa Fe Trail was an extension of
the Chihuahua Trail. Nevertheless,
a time existed when certain non
historians mistakenly believed it to
be the reverse-that the Chihuahua
Trail was an extension of the Santa
Fe Trail. Eugene Manlove Rhodes,
an easterner-turned-New Mexican
raconteur of the 1920s, was one who
not only confessed but also wrote
about his misguided historical think
ing. Rhodes penned "Oldest Road" as
a chapter of a book entitled, Old
Timers, a work he never lived to see
published.

As a promising young poet,
Eugene Manlove Rhodes answered
the letter of a young girl with gray
eyes, the future Mrs. Rhodes, who
lay desperately ill with diphtheria in
Gloversville, New York. To soothe
the ailing girl, her sister recited po
ems, one of which was written by
Rhodes. One poem contained a
stanza the patient especially liked,
so she wrote to thank him. The
stanza read:

Brown eyes, love-lighted and tender,
My beacon pole star on the dark

stormy sea where I soil.
I am weary and sad. Through the

storm and the darkness
Shine softly tonight on the Santo Fe

Trai/.
Three months later, May Davison

received an answer to her thank-you
letter. Eugene Rhodes had curiously
signed the letter, "With love, Jean."
He, of course, was called "Gene,'
though he was known to substitute
other names for his own in describ
ing personal events. Mter two years
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and several letters, May and Gene
were married on August 9, 1899.
Four days later, nevertheless, ro
manticist Eugene Manlove Rhodes
unromantically departed New York
for his favorite haunt, New Mexico,
where he was described by fellow
cowhands as "hard as nails and
quick as greased lightning." And he
had a temper, too.

Once in New Mexico, Rhodes often
traveled by horse to Engle, on the
Jornada del Muerto (Journey of the
Dead Man) where he picked up his
mail, digesting it and answering it
before returning to work at the J ohn
son ranch. His romance with El
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
Royal Road of the Interior as it i~
known today (recently designated a
national historic trail), proved to be
as profound as his love for May Davi
son and New Mexico. In 1926 May
and Gene lived in Santa Fe on the
Acequia Madre and then in Tesuque
(north of town) for a brief time. ei
ther was to Rhodes's liking. He
needed space and lots of it. While
meandering on his horse on the Jor
?-ada del Muerto he would fall asleep
m the warm sun, allowing the horse
to graze randomly until he awoke.

Born January 19, 1869, in Tecum
seh, Nebraska, Gene Rhodes lived as
a child in Cherokee, Kansas, where
the Rhodes's house was built of
green walnut boards, which soon
curled up sufficiently to create baby
cradles, according to Rhodes. Eugene
Manlove Rhodes died in 1934. He
lies buried near the San Andres
Mountains of New Mexico overlook
ing the oldest road on the North
Amer~can continent and an unlikely
twentieth-century site on the his
toric jornada called Trinity. On his
gravestone is inscribed "Paso por
~qui" (passed by here). This inscrip
tIOn was etched in stone by a 17th
century Spaniard and may be viewed
today at EI Morro National Monu
ment near Ramah, NM, and Zuni
Pueblo.

~hod~s penned his own epitaph,
whIch faIled to grace his tombstone:
Now hushed at lost the murmur of his

mirth,
Here he lies quiet in the quiet earth.
-When the lost trumpet sounds on

land and sea
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He will arise then, chatting cheerfully,
And, blandly interrupting Gabriel,
He will go sauntering down the rood

to hell.
He will pause loitering at the infernal

gate,
Advising Satan on affairs of state,
Complaining loudly that the roods

are bod
And bragging what a jolly grove he

hod!
A few years ago, I visited the

lone~y gr~ve of Rhodes with a group
of hIstOrians who had gathered in
the dust and sweltering sun to read
from his works. All participants de
parted following the reading, but our
bus broke down and we discovered
the entrance gate to the gravesite
was locked, leaving us behind it. Af
ter a 911 call to ranch headquarters
that problem was overcome but mor~
automotive trouble occurred on 1-25.
It was a late 11 p.m. upon our return
to Las Cruces.
Mor~ recently, I spent ten rugged

hours I~ a heavy-duty pickup, built
for pullmg sand or forging a road
where there was none, with the
ranch manager of the 360,000-acre
Armendaris Ranch, today owned by
CNN-mogul Ted Turner. The ranch
a Span.ish land grant, encompasse~
approxImately fifty miles of the Jor
nada del Muerto. Armendaris Ranch
headquarters are located at Engle,
wh~re E~gene .Rhodes picked up his
mall durmg his cowpunching days.
Engle, built as a station on the Atchi
son, .Topeka & Santa Fe Railway,
conSIsts today of three buildings.

During the Armendaris Ranch
visit we toured the moonscaped Jor
nada del Muerto with its bison non
indigenous oryx (obtained fro~ an
over population at nearby White
Sands Monument), bighorn sheep,
antelope, coyotes, bat caves (the bats
y~t to return at the time), quail, and
~/lewed the site of an old paraje (rest
mg place of travelers) named Tucson
Springs. A recent rain, a rarity on
th.e I;>arched plain where some opti
mIstIc Frenchmen abandoned a vine
yard a decade ago, had washed In
dian arrowheads into a sandy draw.

For that grand tour lowe a great
deal to Tom Waddell, the ranch man
ager who patiently bucked the 60
mph wind, armed only with his sack
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lunch, a bottle of water (he took one
swig that I saw), a global-positioning
system, a ranch intercom and cell
phone, and a tin of Blackhawk win
tergreen tobacco, "to smooth him
out." At the end of the day, Waddell
and I exchanged good-byes and his
bison meat for my Santa Fe veggie
tamales. One wonders if the wind
ever ceases on the ancient jornada.

As for Gene Rhodes, on or off a
horse, he had no fear of the hereaf
ter: "I am loath to quit living for a
while, being intensely curious. Hard
times-but for the first time in my life
I see ground for a thinking man to
hope for a decent world-in time. I
recommend this planet as a good
place to spend a lifetime."
''The Oldest Road"

Cloudless, sun-lined, and silent,
the Chihuahuan Desert is little
known, even today; a land ofbolsines
[basins], and lost rivers that never
find the sea. It is boot-shaped, a
larger boot than Italy. The leg is in
Old Mexico; the toe is in Arizona,
with the Gila outlining the boot-sole;
furious and desperate, the Rio
Grande broke jail and cut across the
instep, chiseling through four moun
tain ranges to seek the sea; and the
heel is in New Mexico. We are to con
sider the People of the Boot-Heel.

The Kingdom of New Mexico was
the first European foothold within
the present boundaries of the United
States-peace to St. Augustine: It is
true that St. Augustine was built at
the tide mark in 1565, long years bef
ore San Gabriel de los Espanoles
(1598) [near San Juan Pueblo] or
Santa Fe (1605). Even so, a bivouac
is not a civilization. Saint Augustine
did not leave Florida Spanish; but
Onate made New Mexico Spain. Nor
is that all. Two generations before
Santa Fe, Spanish explorers had
pierced the grimmest recesses of
New Mexico and Arizona and made
them named and known.

Starting in 1636, Cabesa de Vaca
meandered from the Gulf through
Texas, possibly along the southern
border of New Mexico when Henry
VIII was, you might say, scarcely
married at all....

Frey Marcos de Niza scouted from
Soiiora through Arizona to Zuni in
1539. Cardenas looked down into the
Grand Canon in 1540. Coronado
strolled from Acoma to the Missouri
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and back, 1540-1542. What did they
think, what could thev dream of
what lay still beyond their outmost
voyaging? 'Travelers' Tales' are often
tall; but these doubtless told the
truth.

Why, then, 'Old Timers,' for men
still living? Because it is a true tell
ing. Because while ew Mexico is
our oldest European civilization, the
south of it is our last-won land. Bold
and hardy as they were, the Spanish
Pioneers found little to their liking in
the boot-heel. It was a true desert,
waterless, treeless, and grim. They
pushed on to the watered high coun
try of the north, where they might
find souls to save and gold to gather;
and in their going they made our
Oldest Road. You may read of it in
our first book.

Mter Don Juan de Onate had
crossed the Rio Grande, where EI
Paso now stands, he sent out a party
of seventeen men to find a wagon
road to the north. They made the
first wagon road within the present
limits of the United States. Even
then they followed a trail already
timeless; a trail which stretched
from Yucatan to the Michigan penin
sula; the same trail had led them
north through all the eighty years
since Cortez burned his ships; the
Turquoise Trail. Just such a trail
brought ivory apes and peacocks to
Solomon-and it is thought the Tur
quoise Trail was old when Solomon
was king.

Here passed the first wagon road,
but not the first wagons. The same
account says 'the tracks left by Cas
tano's [Gaspar Castano de Sosa]
wagon when he was led captive from
New Mexico in 1591 were found on
May 4th.

Castano seems to have been an
enterprising teamster. There may
have been others even before him,
but this is the first wheel track in the
.United States of which we have rec
ord. Villagra, in his epic poem de
scribing the Entrada, tells us of the
wagon and oxen taken by Onate into
New Mexico. This was in 1598;
Shakespeare had just written The
Merchant of Venice, and was turning
a shrewd eye upon Julius Caesar as
a commercial possibility.

The Oldest Road followed the
river to Robledo, near Fort Selden
[north of Las Cruces] of a later day.
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Here it climbed the mesa and struck
across the desert to Paraje [paraje
meaning stopping place, of which
there were several]. Of all the long
roads to Mexico and Vera Cruz here
was the spot most famed and feared,
the journey of death, the Joriiada del
Muerto. And from rim to rim was
eighty miles, if there was water in
Laguna del Muerto, thirty miles
south of Paraje; ninety miles if the
lake was dry and you took the long
detour to Ojo del Muerto, five miles
west of the Laguna. A fine spring,
this Spring of the Dead Man; abun
dant water and that of the best qual
ity, but it was ten miles farther.

You must climb a ridge and drop
down into a deep caiion, with a
steeper hill to climb back. North of
the spring, the road wound through a
narrow and gloomy defile with con
veniences for ambush; and the
spring was a popular resort for the
Apaches. People traveled in cara
vans for safety when the lake was
dry, and if the caravan was strong
enough to split-here is what hap
pened. They outspanned at the dry
lake; half of their forces stayed to
protect the wagons while the other
half rode the stock down to the
spring and frequently returned. If
the caravan was too weak for divid
ing it prayed and cursed and went on
dry.

Fourteen miles south of Dead
Man's Spring, shallow pools in the
Caiiada de Aleman held water for a
little while after a rain, and another
march to southward, Las Tinaji
tas-potholes in an outcropping of
rock-held less water for a shorter
time; only enough for camp use at
best. From Las Tinajitas to Robledo,
thirty miles, the road paralleled the
river, with hills between; you might
drive your oxen ten or twelve sandy
miles down to the river. By the time
you got back, they would be as
thirsty as ever. Except in the last ex
tremity of thirst, men held the
beaten road.

The Joriiada was named in fear
and shuddering. Whey then the des
ert route'? Why did they not follow
the Rio Grande? They had the best of
reasons. For fifteen miles above Ro
bledo the river had elected to run
lengthwise through San Diego Hills.
Above this bleak defile the fords
were quicksands until you came to
the rocky crossing just west of Del
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Muerto Springs. Moreover the river
made a great bend to westward, tak
ing full fifty miles longer to reach
Paraje; and the terrain was impass
able, spring ridges and deep barran
cas, jungles of cottonwood, willow,
mesquite, and tornillo, deepest sand.
For a wagon to climb even one of
these desperate ridges will be
dreaded five hundred miles away.
There were fifty such ridges. The Rio
Grande foamed against them, under
mined them, carved their bases to
high bluffs. Terrible roads steeple
jacked across this broken country af
ter the American occupation; but not
until the last decade was a good road
built down the river; and no road
mastered the gorge above Robledo
until 1928.

For another reason look at the
map. For over six hundred miles
above the mouth of the Pecos, no
stream flows into the Rio Grande
from the east; even as every tribu
tary of the Pecos comes from the
west. But exactly opposite the
Jorfiada, no less than eight little riv
ers fall from the Continental Divide
into the Rio Grande. Game and fish
and corn, land, wood. and shel
ter-yes, and four notable hot springs
for healing; here was the chosen
home of the fierce Apaches. (Other
Apache tribes lived on the Gila, and
the Mescalero branch held the Pecos
country.)

So the Oldest Road did well to
cross the desert. On the clean plain
there was no chance for ambush; the
sand (though the oxen would not be
lieve it) was comparatively light and
shallow: and most of the Jornada
was good hard adobe. For two hun
dred and fifty years the Joriiada
route was the main artery of New
Mexican travel, and heavy ox-drawn
curretos [carretas, ox-carts] groaned
along the sandy waste. Kit Carson
rode there; Doniphan passed this
way; the Texans went north here in
'62. When the surviving Texans of
the ill-starred Santa Fe expedition of
1841 were led captive into Mexico,
they were forced to walk across the
Jorftada in two nights and one day,
forty hours-and two men, Golpin
and Griffith, were wantonly mur
dered by the Mexican guards, be
cause they were unable to travel. It
is pleasant to remember that Dema
sio Salazer [Damaso Salazar], com
manding the guards, was publicly
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disgraced for his brutality by the
Mexican general, Elias, when the
prisoners reached Paso del Norte [El
Paso].

Let me here make a confession
and outcry. Until the year 1925, I did
not known that this First Road had
ever been known as other than the
Santa Fe Trail, and I supposed that
the later road, from Santa Fe to the
Missouri, was only an extension of
the original road. I had never heard
the Southern Road called anything
else, and I had never dreamed of call
ing it anything else. No surprising
blunder, since that Old Road led to
Sant[a] Fe and ended there when
Santa Fe was the outpost of empire.
Well! It seems that we were all mis
taken. Santa Fe says-and who
should know better?-that the Santa
Fe Trail started in Missouri and
ended in the Santa Fe Plaza. I stand
corrected-but I am still surprised
and resentful. The modern Santa Fe
Trail is assured of immortality; even
the brief Butterfield Trail is famous;
but this Oldest Road, for all its high
and tragic story, seems doomed to be
forgotten-only because it lacked a
resounding name to trap the eye and
fill the ear. El Camino Real, the
King's Highway? Why, that is to be
merely nameless. It was sometimes
called the Chihuahua-Santa Fe Road
or the Mexico-Santa Fe Road. Who
can make music with such names as
that? This road deserved a great
name, a name to sing in our memory.
It should have been the Santa Fe
Trail-it should have been the Great
North Road....

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Poet Erin Humpage resides in
Denver with her partner, Douglas,
and a troop of pets. She is a student
of poetry and literary fiction. This
ballad was inspired by an article in

Wagon Tracks

Wagon Tracks (Feb. 1996), pp. 10-13,
''The Death of Ed Miller on the Santa
Fe Trail:' One correction: Miller died
in 1864.

This poem is well-timed, given the
article by John Stratton, "'A Bold
and Fearless Rider': Ed Miller and
the Paper Trail" in the last issue of
WT, pp. 14-18, and there is more
about Miller in this issue's "Council
Trove" column.

Price of the Prairie:
The Death of Ed Miller, A Ballad

by Erin Humpage
In 1865, or there about, deep along

on the Santa Fe Trail
women died easy and often. and Ka

tie Moore was ill,
thought to be upon the edge of

Heaven,
so to fetch her mother, a neighbor

boy was sent, Ed Miller.

Edward sought a quicker horse, but
Mr. Moore's was all he had

so on he rode to complete his mission,
with young pride,

eighteen years of courage he had,
and adolescent drive

to rip across Marion County before
that woman died.

But Ed's fresh eyes failed to see before
him on the trail

a cloud of dust from five strong men,
natives to that ground

tearing towards with weapons drawn
to protect their only soil

and Ed was killed, a trespasser, with
no one else around.

Up atop her farmhouse roof, the
needed mother watched

a lone horseman, whom she did not
know, fall wounded on the Trail.

fearful for her daughter, she went to
Katie on a coach

and found her child sick, but it was
none too late and Katie sailed

back into health and life. But all the
town did then ask

what of young Edward Miller? A team
was sent into the wild

to look for his remains. Three rods
south of the Santa Fe .

the search party sorrowfully found the
bullet riddled child.

Edward died before his time, but did
not die in vain

for the prairie does not forget those
who perished on the Trail,

those who paid the price of death for
life upon that land.

Edward died before his time and we
still tell his tale.
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FARING WELL WITH FOOD: THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
by Julie Daicoff

[Julie Daicoff, Olathe, KS, is a board
member of Missouri River Outfitters
Chapter and a frequent contributor
to Wagon Tracks. She is a master
gardner, student of flora along the
Santa Fe Trail, and much interested
in the foods of the pioneers.]

ON Sunday, January 26, 2003,
Anne Mallinson (SFTA vice
president) and Nancy Lewis (MRO
Chapter president and member of
SFTA board) presented "Fare for the
Expedition." The presentation was
the official kickoff of the Lewis and
Clark Bicentennial at the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independ
ence, Missouri. In attendance were
60 guests, including members of the
MRO Chapter and the Friends of the
NFTC. These capable speakers pre
sented interesting information about
the foods gathered and consumed by
the members of the Corps of Discov
ery.

Opening the program was Nancy
Lewis, who discussed that telling
people about history is effective
when people can touch, smell, see,
and taste the past. She added the
audience will have "a taste of the ex
pedition of Lewis and Clark travels."
In a lively analogy to a family camp
ing trip, Mallinson asked attendees
to consider the over-packed modern
vehicle and then consider packing all
supplies needed for a trip that would
take a group of men to the Northwest
by water. The sound of laughter
filled the packed room when it was
shared that 80% of the travel was
done by water and over 600 different
campsites were set up. Wouldn't that
be some family campout?

According to Mallinson and
Lewis, there were three general cate
gories of food available for the trip:
(1) food the Corps brought with
them, (2) food the Corps obtained
through trade, and (3) food the Corps
hunted. Potable soup was used dur
ing the treacherous travel in the Bit
terroot Mountains, and this was car
ried from the East Coast throughout
the expedition. In fact 30 tons of food
and beverages were brought on the
expedition. The collection of supplies
for the trip was a large task, taking
Meriwether Lewis about one year to
procure.
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In fact, Lewis found it necessary
to obtain medical training from Dr.
Benjamin Rush, famous for his
Rush's Thunderbolts. These pills
were prescribed on a frequent basis
to rid the men of disease and sick
ness. With the high level of mercury
contained in this medicine, it was
suggested that one way archaeolo
gists could confirm a site was a Corps
of Discovery site is to test for mer
euryon location. This concept was
confirmed by Dr. Pete Cuppage, who
attended the presentation and added
that Rush's Thunderbolts were used
extensively. Dr. Cuppage com
mented that the medical treatment
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
suggested that appropriate medical
care is to "purge, puke, and bleed"
away all problems.

To make the program more perti
nent, Lewis and Mallinson served
their guests a variety of Lewis and
Clark cuisine, including sourdough
bread, berry pudding, venison, and
squash. The recipe for sourdough
rolls, which can be easily adapted to
bread, appeared in "Historic Cooking
Came to Life at Mahaffie Farmstead
Bullwhacker Days in June," by Julie
Daicoff, in Wagon Tracks, August
2000, p. 13-16. The recipes for the
other foods appear below. It is appar
ent they are adapted for the modern
cook with foods readily available.
Nonetheless, these recipes still pro
vide that glimpse into historical
foods that we all crave. Nancy Lewis
assured her guests that the food was
edible, and she even fed it to her hus
band, Don. When the audience no
ticed that he was missing from the
room, questions abounded, but were
addressed with humor.

BERRY PUDDING
6-8 large ripe plums, pitted and

chopped
2 pints fresh berries (blackberries,

raspberries, or other available
berries)

juice from a large lemon
1/4 tsp. salt
3 cups white sugar or double for

sweeter flavor
Mix above together in a bowl
Allow flavors to blend for 20-30 min

utes
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1cup white flour
1/3 cup brown sugar packed
1/3 cup quick cooking oats
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 tsp cinnamon
dash of allspice
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/4 pound butter softened
Mix all dry ingredients in a bowl
Cut in butter until mixture resembles

coarse cornmeal
Spread fruit mixture in bottom of

baking dish
Sprinkle the dry mixture over top
Dot top with additional butter if de

sired
Bake for 45 minutes in a preheated

375 degrees oven
Cool 10 minutes before serving

VENISON
1/3 cup olive oil
1/4 cup liquid smoke
Sprinkle meat tenderizer
1 Bay leaf
1/4 tsp celery salt
1/4 tsp oregano
onion salt to flavor
Mix together
Cube 1.5 pounds of venison
Sprinkle above ingredients over

venison
Marinate 24 hours
Cook in 325 degree oven for 1.5

hours

SQUASH
Dice up 3 squash
In a skillet of bacon drippings, add

squash and:
1 scallion,chopped
1 bocchoi stalk, chopped
Cook for 30 minutes over medium

heat, turning frequently
Remove from skillet before squash

becomes mUSh.
Serve hot

Additionally, a detailed descrip
tion of "white pudding" or boudin
blanc was presented. This is ex
tracted in full text from Meriwether
Lewis's diary entry of Thursday,
May 9, 1805. The interpretation will
be left up to the reader, but the audi
ence at the presentation was amazed
at the length Lewis went to explain
this food:
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CHARBONNEAU'S RECIPE
[Source: <http://www.lewis-clark.org
Ibisonlbison_recipe.htm>]

"Capt C. killed 2 bucks and 2
buffaloe, I also killed one buffaloe
which proved to be the best meat,
it was in tolerable order; we saved
the best of the meat, and from the
cow I killed we saved the neces
sary materials for making what our
wrighthand cook Charbono calls
the boudin blanc, and immediate
ly set him about preparing them for
supper; this white pudding we all
esteem one of the greatest dela
des of the forrest, it may not be
amiss therefore to give it a place.

"About 6 feet of the lower ex
tremity of the large gut of the Buffa
loe is the first mosel that the cook
makes love to, this he holds fast at
one end with the right hand, while
with the forefinger and thumb of
the left he gently compresses it,
and discharges what he says is not
good to eat, but of which in the
squel we get a moderate portion;
the mustle lying underneath the
shoulder blade next to the back,
and fillets are next saught, these
are needed up very fine with a
good portion of kidney suit [suet];
to this composition is then added a
just proportion of pepper and salt
and a small quantity of flour; thus
far advanced, our skilfull opporater
C-o seizes his recepticle, which has
never once touched the water, for
that would intirely distroy the regu
lar order of the whole procedure;
you will not forget that the side you
now see is that covered with a
good coat of fat provided the ana
mal be in good order; the operator
sceizes the recepticle I say, and ty
ing it fast at one end turns it inwards
and begins now with repeated
evolutions of the hand and arm,
and a brisk motion of the finger and
thumb to put in what he says is bon
pour manger' thus by stuffing and
compressing he soon distends the
recepticle to the utmost Iimmits of
it's power of expansion, and in the
course of its longtudinal progress it
drives from the other end of the re
cepticle a much larger portion of
the [blank] than was previously dis
charged by the tingers and thumb
of the left hand in a former part of
the operation; thus when the sides
of the recepticle are skilfully ex
changed the outer for the iner, and
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all is completely filled with some
thing good to eat, it is tyed at the
other end, but not any cut off, for
that would make the pattern too
scant; it is then baptised in the mis
souri with two dips and a flirt, and
bobbed into the kettle; from
whence after it be well boiled it is
taken and fryed with bears oil untill
it becomes brown, when it is ready
to esswage the pangs of a keen
appetite or such as travelers in the
wilderness are seldom at a loss for."

Clearly missing from the food
samples were some of the more con
troversial items common to the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. It was
estimated that these men needed
nine pounds of meat per day to sus
tain them. In order to eat this much
meat, they obtained a wide variety of
animals and birds to feed their huge
appetites. These meat sources in
cluded buffalo, deer, elk, wolves, tur
keys, buzzards, dogs, and horses. In
her usual quick wit, Mallinson re
marked about dogs, "I guess it is just
an acquired taste." Both Mallinson
and Lewis were quick to point out
that neither dog nor horse would be
served at any of their presentations.

Mallinson also talked about Lewis
and Clark's use of turnips. Reminisc
ing, she told the story about how her
mother, SFI'A Ambassador ,Jane
Mallinson, used to serve turnips and
Anne thought they were mashed po
tatoes. The younger Mallinson said
she used to eat these "mashed pota
toes" with much excitement until she
learned the truth. This brought a
huge smile to Jane Mallinson whose
80th birthday was also celebrated
during the program-eomplete with
candle in a bowl of Lewis and Clark
Berry Pudding.

When asked about her interest in
the Corps of Discovery, Mallinson
commented, "The Lewis and Clark
Expedition has always fascinated me
both as a teacher and a historian.
Man traveled into unknown territory
to explore and to collect information
about the animals and plants of that
territory. The fact that they took
along an Indian woman as a guide
appeals to me. Sacagawea has al
ways been an inspiration since I was
a little girl. Researching the expedi
tion has been great fun and to be able
to share it with others helps keep
alive the sense of adventure."

This well-done program was re-
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SFTA Ambassador Jane Mallinson
celebrated her 80th birthday at the
meeting, shown here receiving a bowl
of berry pudding with a candle.

searched by both Mallinson and
Lewis, partially supported by the
Missouri Humanities Council. With
the solid history background of
Nancy Lewis, you may recall that
she has earned the Missouri Teacher
of the Year Award, and Mallinson's
interest in trail history, there is little
doubt that this program will be fre
quently requested. If January 26
was any indication of the quality
work of these presenters, the 2003
Symposium in Independence will be
awesome.
Bibliography for this program:
Books
Ambrose, Stephen E. Undaunted

Courage. i ew York: Simon &
Schuster. 1996.

Campbell, Joseph. The Hero with a
Thousand Faces. New York: Pan
theon Press, 1949.

Chardon, F. A. Chardon's Journal at
Fort Clark, 1834-1839. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press,
1997.

Cutright, Paul Russell. Lewis &
Clark: Pioneering Naturalists.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1969.

De Voto, Bernard, ed. The Journals
Of Lewis And Clark. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1981.

Gilmore, Melvin R. Uses Of Plants
By The Indians Of The Missouri
River Region. Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1977.

Howard, Harold P. Sacajawea. .. ~or
man: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1971.

Kindscher, Kelly. Edib le Wild Plants
of the Prairie. Lawrence: Univer-
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sity Press of Kansas, 1987.
Niethammer, Carolyn. Daughters Of

The Earth. New York: Macmillan
Publishing Company, 1977.

Paton, Bruce C., Lewis & Clarh, Doc
tors in the Wilderness. Golden:
Fulcrum Publishing, 200l.

Phillips, Jan. Wild Edibles Of Mis
souri. Jefferson City: The Mis
souri Department of Conserva
tion, 1995.

Rollings, Willard H. The Osage. Co
lumbia: University of Missouri
Press, 1992.

Ronda, James P. Lewis and Clark
Among the Indians. Lincoln: Uni
versity of Nebraska Press, 1984.

Wilson, Gilbert L. BUffalo Bird
Woman's Garden. St. Paul: Min
nesota Historical Society Press,
1987.

Cookbooks
Arnold, Sam. Fryingpans West. Den

ver: Arnold and Company, 1985.
Barnes, Bertha. Rebecca Boone Cook

Book. Jefferson City: Modern
Litho-Print Company, 1974.

Child, Mrs. The American Frugal
Housewife. Boston: Carter, Hen
dee, And Co., 1832.

Connor, Phyllis. Old Timey Recipes.
Winston-Salem: Self Published,
1994.

Evenson, Teri; Lesmeister, Lauren;
and Evenson, Jeffrey W. The
Lewis & Clark Cookbook. Bis
marck: Whisper'n Waters, Inc.,
2000.

Evenson, Teri; Lesmeister, Lauren;
and Evenson, Jeffrey W. The Sa
cagawea Cookbook. Bismarch:
Whisper'n Waters, Inc., 2000.

Grierson, Alice Kirk. An Army Wife's
Cookbook. Tucson: Southwest
Parks and Monuments Associa
tion,1972.

Gunderson, Mary. The Food Journal
ofLewis & Clark. Lincoln: Univer
sity of Nebraska Press, 2003.

Hanson, James A. and Wilson, Kath
ryn J. The Buckskinner's Cook
Book. Chadron: The Fur Press,
1979.

Luchetti, Cathy. Home On The
Range: A Culinary History of the
American West. New York: Villard
Books, 1993.

Mitchell, Patricia B. Pack The Skil
let. Chatham, VA: Self Published,
1997.
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THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
There are ambushes, pitfalls,

false trails, and quagmires (of a liter
ary and historical nature) on the
Santa Fe Trail.

Most members of SFTA not only
have a passion for history, but also
for history in detail. History with a
broad brush, even as to a particular
incident, may have a few ambushes
for the reader; however, when the
small, personal remembrances are
studied, it is most easy to be led
down a false trail by the poor mem
ory or exaggeration of the person do
ing the reporting. Sorting out the
fact from the fiction, the accurate
from the vague, leads one into a
quagmire of differing recollections.

Wagon Tracks recently published
the two-part extract regarding the
Santa Fe Tail from Matt Thompson's
book, published in 1901, entitled
Early History of Wabaunsee County,
and while it is particularly charming
when it relates to the domestic cul
ture as found in the ew Mexico of
the 1860s, as "history" it suffers from
serious drawbacks. The purpose of
this submission is not to criticize the
publication (there was a prefatory
note of caution about the reliability
of some ofThompson's stories), but to
warn about the pitfalls incident to
the use of such documents as histori
cal reference without independent
verification.

Perhaps Marc Simmons summed
it up best and most succinctly in his
introduction to the 1995 reprint of
Edwin Sabin's Kit Carson Days,
when he cautioned: "In the first
years of the twentieth century, eld
erly men who palmed themselves off
as colorful paladins were fairly com
mon. Some sought to make money by
selling their fabricated narratives,
while others, being lonely, merely
wished to draw attention to them
selves.

Thompson does not arise to the
level cautioned about by Simmons,
but he does demonstrate clearly the
problem when reading a biographi
cal recounting by an old man remem
bering (or trying to remember) peo
ple and places that happened 30 or
so years ago. It brings to mind a
scene from a movie a number of
years ago when King David was
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asked if Goliath was as big as
claimed. The king answered, "Well,
he seems to get bigger each year."

Such is a common problem of one
trying to remember the halcyon days
of their youth, and such can lead one
into that quagmire of ill
remembered facts when attempting
to determine whether to read the ac
count as a good tale or as serious his
tory.

Two characters mentioned by
Thompson suffer from such false
trails of inaccuracies. For one, Lu
cien Maxwell was not a "French
man." Maxwell was born in Kas
kaskia, Illinois, which in 1818 was
clearly a part of the United States.
His father was an Irish-born store
keeper, and his mother was a
Menard. Maxwell's paternal grand
father, while of French extraction,
was the first lieutenant-governor of
the State of Illinois. l

While Maxwell did, through mar
riage to a woman of Mexican/French
(not Spanish) heritage, and his own
business sense and hard work,
amass a "princely fortune," not so as
also alleged by Thompson for Kit
Carson. Although Carson also mar
ried into a prominent and well
connected Mexican family, at his
death his "princely fortune" was
shown on the probate records of
Pueblo County, Colorado Territory,
as $7,970.00. The "fortune" ran out
within a few years, and Carson's
children were raised at the personal
expense of Tom Boggs and other
friends.

Thompson next refers to a Mr.
Lambert, a Frenchman who owned
"Lambert's Hotel," a "70-room estab
lishment." Lambert, he alleges, was
a "friend and companion of Max
well." Fred Lambert and his "St.
James Hotel" (not Lambert's Hotel,
and certainly not 70 rooms), are wor
thy of a full article. Moreover, if the
hotel was built in 1871, as Thompson
alleges, Lambert's time in Cimarron
hardly made him the "friend and
companion" of Lucien Maxwell, who
sold his Cimarron holdings in July
1870 and moved his family to Fort
Sumner, 200 miles south, in October
1870.1

Other examples of the false trails
and inaccuracies of the autobiogra
phies of old age abound. Last year I
bought, sight unseen, from a book-
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seller's list, an autobiography by
William H. Ryus, entitled The Sec
ond William Pen, Treating with the
Indians on the Santa Fe Trail, 1860
1866 (Kansas City: Riley Publishing,
1913). Ryus, while undoubtedly tell
ing his own story as he remembered
it, made serious errors in such mat
ters as Kit Carson's military status
in the 1860s and his participation in
the raids by the army against the Co
manche and Kiowa in the Texas Pan
handle. He also has Uncle Dick
Wootton killing the bandit Espinoza
brothers rather than Tom Tobin.

Probably the most widely pub
lished, read, and quoted of these
later accounts is Henry Inman's Old
Santa Fe Trail (Macmillan, 1897). A
year ago I wrote to Harry Myers
about a particular event Inman al
leged to have witnessed at Fort Un
ion. Myers's reply was, "Inman tells
wonderful stories of much doubtful
veracity."

Subsequently, reviewing the en
tryon Inman in the Dictionary of
Western American Biography, I
noted the same reservation. As an
example, Inman related Uncle Dick
Wootton's accounts ofhis adventures
as straightforward truth, when even
the most casual reading shows that
Unde Dick was "yarning" at his best.

While Uncle Dick's reputation has
deservedly come down as one of the
giants, he was known then and now
as probably a teller of tall tales ex
ceeded only by Jim Beckwourth. At
least young Lewis Garrard, in Wah
to- Yah and the Taos Trail, told John
Hatcher's tale of meeting the devil as
a yarn and could discern the differ
ence. Matt Field's recount of his own
travels on the Santa Fe Trail, writ
ten when the matters were fresh in
his mind, appear to be more accu
rate, although laced with exceed
ingly bad attempts at poetry.

Another elderly autobiographer,
whose first-person accounts clearly
contained false claims, was James A.
Bennett, who wrote Forts and For
ays, James A. Bennett, A Dragoon in
New Mexico (Albuquerque: Univer
sity of New Mexico Press, 1948).
Bennett enlisted in the army in 0

vember 1849 and arrived in New
Mexico in October 1850. His recount
ing about the lives of Dragoons in
New Mexico should be most helpful
to re-enactors and historians. He did
serious damage to his credibility,
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however, by claiming to have been
part of the attempted rescue of
James White's daughter after the fa
ther had been massacred. The prob
lem is that he placed the incident in
April 1851, so be could be there,
when in fact the incident actually
happened in October 1849, when
Bennett was still in the East and had
not even enlisted. Bennett's accounts
of his witnessing or participating in
incidents must be suspect unless
they can be verified by independent
sources.

Perhaps the worst ambush of all of
the old-timer's yarns was that of Ol
iver Perry Wiggins in his recounting
for Sabin of Wiggins's many sup
posed adventures with Kit Carson.
Sabin bought the stories in whole
cloth in Kit Carson Days (revised edi
tion, Lincoln:University of Nebraska
Press, 1995). As Marc Simmons
pointed out in the introduction, Wig
gins "was an imaginative impostor
who had never laid eyes on Kit Car
son." Reputable historians, ignorant
of the fact even after this hoax was
exposed, have repeated the false
trails laid down by Wiggins.

As an after note, the incident I
questioned in Inman supposedly
took place on July 4, 1867, when a
cannon at Maxwell's Ranch ex
ploded, causing an army captain to
lose his arm and Lucien Maxwell to
have a thumb amputated. It was this
account that Harry Myers was un
able to verify. About a year later I
was able to partially verify the inci
dent, which I found reported with ci
tation to the original Fort Union
documents in Leo Oliva's Fort Union
and the Frontier Army in the South
west.

The moral of this recounting is to
be careful of your sources and take
old-timer's statements with a grain
of salt and healthy skepticism unless
specific factual statements can be
verified by at least one other inde
pendent, credible source. Otherwise
these pitfalls will ambush you as to
the facts, lead you down false trails,
or mire you in the quagmire of pop
"history."

Remember, however, that not all
old-timer stories are to be dis
counted. Properly used and authen
ticated, they can add a richness of
detail to a story. When David Hieb
was superintendent at Fort La
ramie, 1947-1958, he interviewed
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many original inhabitants; see "We
Lived at Fort Laramie-Interviews
with Old Timers," The Denver West
erners Golden Anniversary Brand
Book, XXII (1995). Not only did they
help him with accurate restoration of
the buildings, particularly when
more than one related similar de
tails, but he noted, "the products of
Old-Timer interviews are largely
sidelights and whet our appetites to
more fully appreciate that history."
Allow the old-timers to give a feeling
of the time and place, but be careful
in accepting specific historical refer
ence as gospel.

John F. Webb, Jr.
2658 Ponderosa Rd

Franktown CO 80116
<jfwebb33@msn.com>

NOTES
1. Stephen Zimmer. For Good or Bad (Santa

Fe: Sunstone Press. 1999).
2. Harriet Freiberger. Lucien Maxwell. Villain

or Visionary (Santo Fe: Sunstone Press.
1999).

[Editor's note: SFTA member John
Webb is a retired army judge advo
cate and a retired civilian attorney
who is a re-enactor, having spent the
summers of 2000 and 2002 as a liv
ing historian and re-enactor at the
Kit Carson Museum, Philmont Scout
Ranch, Rayado, NM. Thank you, sir,
for your perceptive remarks. Articles
you have from your research related
to the Trail will be welcome.]

~:&2;
CONVERSE OF THE

PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

William G. B. Carson, Peter Becomes
a Trail Man, The Story of a Boy's
Journey on the Santa Fe Trail. Re
vised by William C. Carson. Illus
trated by Pat Oliphant. Albuquer
que: University of New Mexico
Press, 2002. Pp. 191. Maps, illustra
tions, biographical sketches, bibliog
raphy. Cloth, $12.95. Available from
Last Chance Store.

A healthy number of Santa Fe
Trail books for children and young
adults have been published in recent
years, but it is always good to see the
reappearance of a classic. This novel,
originally issued in 1965 as Peter
and Brownie Follow the Trace, a
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Mark L. Gardner, Washita Battle
field National Historic Site. Tucson:
Western National Parks Associa
tion, 2002. Pp. 16. Illustrations and
maps. Paper, $4.95 plus shipping.
Available from Last Chance Store.

SFTA Ambassador Gardner has
produced another fine booklet for
Western National Parks Association
(formerly Southwest Parks and
Monuments Association). He has
written about several other sites for
WNPA, including Santa Fe Trail,
National Historic Trail and Bent's
Old Fort National Historic Site.

Washita Battlefield presents a
finely-crafted, handsomely-illustrat
ed summary of the background lead
ing to the 1868 battle when George

Story of the Santa Fe Trail, has well
withstood the test of time.

The tale is set in 1852. Twelve
year-old Peter Blair is living with a
family in St. Louis, an arrangement
made by his father who has gone to
Santa Fe to seek his fortune. Most
importantly, Peter has a dog named
Brownie, to whom he is fiercely loyal.

Through a series of developments,
including various boyish escapades,
Peter and Brownie end up traveling
with a caravan to Santa Fe. Along
the way Peter experiences typical
Trail people and events. Brownie
sounds false alarms, tangles with a
bear, and becomes a hero when he
saves another boy's life.

One further adventure awaits Pe
ter when he reaches Santa Fe. On
the road to Taos to find his father,
who is actually on his way back to
the States to get his son, an Apache
snatches Peter. But his father res
cues him and both are united with
Brownie, who is waiting for them at
the Palace of the Governors.

During his journey, Peter encoun
ters "real life" Santa Fe Trail person
alities, including Isaac and Kitty
Bowen, Bishop Lamy, Governor Wil
liam Carr Lane, and Solomon
Spiegelberg. These people, the vari
ous scenes in the novel, and Peter's
life on the Trail all ring true and are
well integrated into the plot.

The book is suitable for readers
from middle school to adult. Even
well-informed Trail aficionados will
find themselves caught up in the
story.

A. Custer led the Seventh Cavalry
against Black Kettle's Cheyenne vil
lage on the Washita River in western
Oklahoma, a brief account of the en
gagement, and an assessment of the
historic event.

In the short space available,
Gardner provides insight into the
conflict of cultures, the qualities of
Black Kettle and Custer, and the
sense of tragedy that occurred at
Washita Battlefield. He sets the
attack in a proper perspective, as
part of the disastrous series ofevents
from Sand Creek Massacre in 1864
to the Battle of the Little Bighorn in
1876. This is a good introduction for
a study of the battle or visit to the
site.

Stephen G. Hyslop, Bound For Santa
Fe, The Road to New Mexico and the
American Conquest, 1806-1848. Nor
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
2002. Pp. xiii + 514. Maps, illustra
tions, notes, bibliography, index.
Cloth, $34.95. Available from Last
Chance Store.

[This book was reviewed in the
August 2002 issue of Wagon Tracks,
which see. and here is another view.
This review was initially submitted
to the Journal of America's Military
Past, where it is pending publica
tion.]

The book's title comes from a mar
velous poem sent as a telegram by a
Captain Alexander Reynolds, run
ning late, to the owner of a stage line
in Independence, Missouri, as fol
lows:

Fink's stages are so rickety,
His horses are so slow,
His drivers are such drunken sots,
They scarce can make them go,
Then hold your horses, Billy,
Just hold them for a day,
I've crossed the River Jordan,
And am bound for Santa Fe.
The River Jordan is not what you

.think it is; rather it is a small stream
that flowed into the Missouri River
below Jefferson City. As for the book
itself, it is taken mostly from ac
counts written by early explorers,
travelers, and adventurers who were
involved, one way or another, with
Santa Fe, all properly identified by
the author who quotes long passages
verbatim, and retells stories in his
own, often politically-correct words.
As historian Marc Simmons puts it
in a cover "blurb," the "transitions"

are good though Simmons is more
impressed than is this reviewer. The
author's prose is sometimes clumsy,
and here and there are sentences
that are inscrutable, e.g., "Few
Americans involved in the Santa Fe
trade made a better bargain with
New Mexico in writing in the early
years than Josiah Gregg" (p. 255).
And by the way, where is Santa Fe?
You will look in vain for maps. [Edi
tor's note: see p. 3.]

Like Gaul, this work is divided
into three parts (Omnia Gallia en
tres partes divisa est - if you remem
ber your first-year Latin). The first,
as the author says, "surveys the
ground historically up through the
Mexican War" and using the words
of those involved "charts" the ori
gins, changes, and "consequences" of
the Santa Fe trade. There is mention
and comment on some of the authors
whose work together constitutes
"Trail literature." The second part,
the heart of this book, is titled "The
Road to New Mexico (1821-1846)"
and covers the Trail from east (St.
Louis) to New Mexico, with some un
organized observations on the differ
ences between American ways and
New Mexico ways thrown into a
chapter called "Accommodations in
the Marketplace." The last chapter
in the second part of the book is titled
"Paths to Conflict," and the author in
it drops his long quotes from contem
poraneous writers with semi-neutral
comments of his own and instead
writes an "essay" that purports to ex
plain, I believe, why conflict arose
between the (New) Mexicans and the
Americans. Great weight, far too
much weight, in this reviewers opin
ion, is given to George Kendall's Nar
rative of the Texan Santa Fe Expedi
tion and the "facts" and activities de
scribed therein. The activities of
Charles Bent, later the first territ<r
rial governor of New Mexico, are also
cited as a "Path to Conflict." It seems
to me this part of the book is unnec
essary. Regardless of details and
personages, when one country in
vades and conquers another, there is
going to be conflict, some of the con
quered are going to resist, some will
try to reverse the conquest. Past
grievances, affecting a few, are not
the path to conflict. Conquest, so to
speak, stands on its own two feet.
Manifest Destiny and similar ideas
caused the conflict in New Mexico,

••••

•
-Mike Olsen

•••
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ADDENDUM

[Editor's Note: The sad news of the death ofConnie Casteel and the addition ofseveral new members arrived after this
issue had gone to the printers, and the other items were omitted by mistake of a misplaced file.}

CONNIE CASTEEL

Connie Casteel, Alamosa, CO, wife of former SFrA board member Earl Casteel, lost her second bout with cancer
in December 2002, at age 62. She was a member ofthe board ofthe Old Spanish Trail Association as well as an active
member of SFrA. Professionally, she was the director of Saguache County Social Services. Sincere sympathy is ex
tended to Earl and the rest of her family and her many friends.

PEDRO RIBERA ORTEGA

Mary Jean Copk sent the following note and editorial regarding Pedro Ortega, a Santa Fe teacher, scholar, histo
rian, and gentleman whose life deserves commemoration. She wrote:

''Pedro taught at Santa Fe High School long after I had graduated. Last year, I received a letter from him with a
check enclosed for a copy of my book, Loretto: The Sisters and Their Santa Fe Chapel. I took it by his small Garcia
Street home, where his ancestors had lived for centuries. We visited about "old Santa Fe" and the many changes our
lives had witnessed. Adios, amigo. MJCook."
Pedro Ribera Ortega was Cultural Campeador [Warrior]
[Editorial, Santa Fe New Mexican, January 10, 2003.}

To his students, he was Senor. And there was, about Pedro Ribera Ortega, much ofthe senorial; a graceful man
ner, paying-resp~t;a characteristic prized among the people of Spain, a land he loved.

He died this week in a place his ancestors helped build as an outpost of New Spain: la Villa Real de la Santa Fe de
San Francisco de Asis.

Few felt the pull ofIberia as strongly as Pedro Ribera Ortega did. During summers offfrom Santa Fe High School,
this teacher of Latin, English, Spanish and history would wander about Spain, captivated by its culture and com
pelled to read and collect its written works. His interest extended to Mexico's viceregal heartland, another rich
source for research into the history and lore lending so much influence to New Mexico.

He was a founding member of Los Caballeros de Vargas, who have done so much to keep Santa Fe's Fiesta tradi
tions alive, and a leader of several Hispanic-heritage organizations.

As an editor of Spanish-language publications, and as a contributor of commentaries to this and other papers, he
was a constant champion of Spanish culture in the face of historical revisionism and the ''black legend" of an evil
Spain versus a beneficent Britain in the New World.

But most of all, Senor was a teacher-in and out of the classroom. Brandishing books of great beauty and lovely
prose, he would pay visits to this office and others around town, telling all who'd listen about our region's Spanish
roots. Enthusiasm welling within his courtly demeanor, he could take you back to a day of dauntless explorers, an
era of empires founded for king and cross.

And a mentor of Latin; think of that. His better students still can recite the Pledge ofAllegiance in that allegedly
dead language, while generations of Demons [school's football team] remember the sacrifice of a chicken that began
the yearly Romap Feast by toga-clad teens.

In Truchas, where he spent part of the year, his 50,000-volume library will need the care of successors sharing his
enthusiasm and willing to develop his wealth of knowledge.

That's a tall order--but surely the spirit of Pedro Ribera Ortega will live on.

MORE NEW MEMBERS
BUSINESSjINSTlTI,ITION MEMBfRSHIPS:
Otero Museum Association, PO Box 223, La Junta CO 81050
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS:
Jim & Alle Barron, 6930 Sweetgrass Ct, Topeka KS 66614
John & Beverly Chapman, RR 1 Box 15, Goodwell OK 73939
MIM R. E. Edmil'ton, 2630 S Holly, Denver CO 80222
Albert Lavigne & M. Joan MacNeish, 167 Hwy 72, Raton NM 87740
Willard & Mary Louden, PO Box 172, Branson CO 81027
Karyl Lyne & Patrick Rucker, 89 roadrunner Rd, Las Vagas NM 87701
MIM R. L. Sharp, 12 Donnington, Pueblo CO 81005
Don & Gayle Turrentine, 7146 Summit Ln, Shawnee KS 66216

(continued on other side)



INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS:
Marvin Barnes, 1348 S Coffman #7, Lmgmont CO 80501
Robert E. Goodfellow, PO Box 656, Rociada NM 87742
Kevin Heckathorn, 1900 NW Lyman Rd #74, Topeka KS 66608
Bruce Jackson, 821 Allen Dr, Longmont CO 80503
Laura Jackson, l214 Barton Hills Dr #303, Austin TX 78704
Alvin Lynn, 7311 Cat Creek Ln, Amarillo TX 79108
Dennis J. Mahaney, 5 Standish Ct #D, Greenfield MA 01301
Steve Podszus, PO Box 102, Lincolnville KS 66858
Paul Rheingold, 5 Manursing Way, Rye NY 10580
David Steffan, 128 E Virginia, La Veta CO 81055
William O. Stev~ns, 508 NW 1001 Rd, Centerview MO 64019
Floyd Trujillo, 140117th St Ste 1200, Denver CO 80202
Lawrence J. Tynan, PO Box 850, Rociada NM87742

SFTA AMBASSADOR PAUL BENTRUP'S BIRTHDAY
SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup, charter member of SFTA who has received many awards and honors, including
designation of the honorary position of ambassador as the ''Paul F. Bentrup Ambassador Award," will celebrate his
86th birthday on February 19. Unfortunately this information will reach most readers after the fact, but a belated
wish to the esteemed ambassador will still be appreciated. His address is PO Box 595, Lakin KS 67860. Happy Birth
day Paul!

OLD SPANISH TRAIL'NAMED'NATIONAL 'HTSTOR1C TRAll
THE Old Spanish Trail running from Santa Fe to Los Angeles has been designated a National Historic Trail by Act
of Congress signed into law py President GeQ.rge W. Bush on December 4, 2002. This was accomplished through the
efforts of the Old Spanish Trail Association and support of Colorado Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell. The next
step will be preparation of a Comprehensive Management Plan for this trail.

OSTA has a fine publication, Spanish Traces, and a web site at <http://www.oldspanishtrail.org>. The Winter
2003 issue of Spanish Traces features a two-page article about historian Marc Simmons, founder and first president
of SFTA and renowned historian of the Southwest. Other articles trace the steps leading to designation of the Na
tional Historic Trail. OSTA's annual conference is June 21-22, 2003, at Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO. Member
ship is $15 per year, and life membership is a bargain at $250. Send membership to OSTA Treasurer, PO Box 7, Ma
rysville WA 98270.

SFTA MEMBERSHIP ROSTER TO BE AVAILABLE AS OPTION
SOMETIME back the SFTA board of directors decided that an annual printing of the membership roster, with dis
tribution to all members, was an expense that might not be desired by all members. As the governing board struggles
to maintain a balanced budget, an annual roster appeared to be an item oflow priority. The last roster printed was in
November 2001.

Beginning in May 2003, a printed membership roster will be available on demand as a plastic-comb-boundbooklet
for a charge of$5.00 postpaid from SFTA Last Chance Store. These will be printed and bound as ordered, so each will
be current on the date published. By this method there will be no expense to SFTA for publishing a roster, and there
will be a clear indication ofhow many people desire a list of members with mailing addresses and, when available,
phone numbers and e-mail addresses. The format will be the same as previously published rosters. Orders will be ac
cepted beginning May 1, 2003, at SFTALast Chance Store, PO Box 3, WoodstonKS 67675, phone (888) 321-7341 or
e-mail <oliva@ruraltel.net>.

LATE ADDITION TO BUSINESSIINSTITUTION DIRECTORY
MUSEUMS
Otero Museum Association

706W 3rdSt
PO Box 223
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-7406



something that would have come
about had there been no Texan
Santa Fe Expediton and had Charles
Bent never been born.

Part Three of the book, "The
American Conquest (1846-1848),"
continues with more of Hyslop than
quotes from Trail travelers or occupi
ers. The Conquest was over after the
Taos Revolt (and associated actions)
in early 1847. A good deal of what is
in this third part has nothing di
rectly to do with the conquest of New
Mexico by the Americans, interest
ing as some of the events and de
scriptions are.

This reviewer went to a college
where reading "originals" was em
phasized. WillIe Hyslop certainly
presents the reader with long quotes
that both tell a story and provide
some "color," much more color and a
better understanding of events is
available by reading the contempo
raneous sources themselves, rather
than the distillation provided here.
On the other hand, for readers who
want The Santa Fe Trail and Associ
ated Important Events In A Nut
shell, this book, despite its faults,
will do nicely.

-E. Donald Kaye
Santa Fe, NM

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

State historic sites administered
by the Kansas State Historical Soci
ety started charging admission on
February 1 to try to recover some
funds lost by budget cuts. The Na
tional Park Service has increased en
try fees for the same reason.

• • • •
The Kansas State Travel and

Tourism Division awarded an
$80,000 Attractions Enhancement
matching grant to the Kaw ration
for the initial phase of developing AI
le-ga-wa-ho Memorial Heritage Park
near Council Grove.

• • • •
The Historical Society of New

Santa Fe, MO, has an art collection
on exhibit at the South Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce, 5908 East
Bannister Road. There is consi-
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derable material relating to the Fitz.
hughIWatts Mill.

• • • •
On November 18, 2002, the Inde

pendence City Council adopted a
resolution in support of the National
Heritage Area designation for the
Kansas City region.

• • • •
Richard Edwards is the new edu-

cation and special events coordinator
at the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter in Independence, MO. He brings
a long background of experience to
this position.

• • • •
The Cimarron Heritage Center in

Boise City, OK, now has a complete
database for Autograph Rock and
Signature Rock. Anyone interested
in doing a name search should con
tact Phyllis Randolph, Cimarron
Heritage Center, PO Box 214 Boise
City OK 73933, (580) 544-3479,
<museum@ptsi.net>.

• • • •
The Cherokee Trail Diaries, Vol.

III, 1851-1900, by Jack and Patricia
Fletcher is now available, $29.95 pa
per, $39.95 cloth, plus $4.95 ship
ping for first copy and $2.00 for each
additional copy. Send orders to
Fletcher Family Trust, 730 Three
Crabs Rd, Sequim WA 98382. Web
site <cherokeetrail.org>.

• • • •
Mark L. Gardner wrote a fore-

word for the new edition of Charles
J. Brill, Custer. Blach Kettle, and the
Fight on the Washita, published last
year by the University of Oklahoma
Press.

• • • •
SFTA member Sue Peeler, Pol

lock, MO, is writing a western his
torical romance set along the Trail in
1847. She writes, "writing it has
brought back memories of traveling
the Trail and attending the La Junta
symposium in 1993."

• • • •
A special program to commemo

rate the 150th anniversary of the
founding of Fort Riley, KS, which
had a close association with the
Santa Fe Trail, will be held at Fort
Riley, September 11-12,2003.

• • • •
Ed Eberheart, a professional

hiker, walked along the Trail from
central Missouri to Santa Fe, July
29-August 26, 2002. He then headed
for San Diego, completing a cross
continent trip.
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COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS-
ED MillER GRAVE

Mel and Mary Cottom, Manhat
~an, KS, located the following article
l~ the Cherryvale, KS, Daily Repub
hcan, December 29, 1911. It is a fit
ting follow-up to the Ed Miller article
by John Stratton in the last issue of
~T. The following item mistakenly
gives the year of Miller's death as
1865 instead of 1864. It is printed
here as originally published.

WAS VICTIM OF INDIANS

Grave of Marion County Settler Will Be
Marked

Peabody, Kans., Dec. 27-The old
Santa Fe trail movement so ac
tively being waged through Cen
tral Kansas has renewed interest in
the killing by the Indians of Ed
0iller, the only man killed by Indian~
In the settlement of Marion county.

Miller was killed in 1865 [1864]
and the other day, forty-six years
af!erward, a committee, com
prised of Taylor Riddle, the widely
known Democratic politician
"Hank" Roberts, Lew Riggs and H. P'.
Paddock, all of Marion, went west
along the old trail in a search for
Miller's grave. They located it just
over the line in McPherson county
two miles east of Canton, on th~
farm of M. M. Jones. It is about 300
feet south of and can be plainly
seen from the Santa Fe railroad. A
marker will be placed at a point on
the old Santa Fe trail, nearest to the
grave, with a statement of the
facts of the killing on it and direc
tions to travelers for finding it.
"Hank" Roberts had not seen the
grave since the day it was made
a.nd Miller was laid away in it. Taylor
RIddle had seen it often as he, thirty
years age, had a ranch in its vicin
ity.

Speaking of the intense excite
ment among the settlers that fol
lowed the killing, Taylor Riddle told
the following:

"In July, 1865, 'Lank' Moore, the
owner of Moore's ranch on the
Santa Fe trail, was in Marion with his
family, for a brief stay. Mrs. Moore's
health was poor and she was anx
ious to have her mother come and
see her. Her mother was Mrs. Wo
t~rman, wife of the proprietor of
big Turkey creek ranch, northwest
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of Marion, in McPherson county.
Ed. Miller, the 18 year old son of
Marion's first hotel keeper, was se
lected to go to the Turkey creek
ranch to bring Mrs. Waterman to
Marion. He lett his home and went
to 'French Frank's' ranch on the
Santa Fe trail. ('French Frank' was
Frank La Lodge, one of the early
French settlers of Marion county,
now a resident retired farmer of
Florence.) He ate breakfast and
lett at 8 o'clock in the morning for
Turkey creek ranch, ten miles down
the trail, southwest.

"AI Brichet (now also a re
spected resident of Florence). a
young 'French Frank,' rode three
miles with Miller and was the last
white man who saw him alive.
About half an hour atter Miller and
Bichet parted company, the Wa
termans, at their ranch, saw a lone
horseman coming rapidly along
the trail from the east. Just a short
time before they had seen a party
of about twenty Cheyenne Indians
killing a cow about a mile east of
the ranch. Suspecting that the Indi
ans were hostile and that the ap
proaching horseman was some
one of their friends, they hastened
to the top of their house and with a
field glass got a view, extending
several miles east along the trail.
Ed. Miller, it proved later to be, was
riding fast along the trail and did
not seem to scent any danger until
he was within two hundred yards of
the Indians. Up to that time there
had been no hostile action on the
part of the Indians but suddenly
they grabbed up their weapons
and mounted their horses. The lone
horseman wheeled his horse and
started down the trail east. with the
Indians in pursuit. He was holding
his own in the race with them when
all disappeared from view in a
cloud of dust.

"Two days later the Watermans
became uneasy because they
had heard nothing from their
daughter, whom they knew was
sick, and they came to Marion. The
first question asked the was, 'Where
is Ed Miller?' They had not seen Ed.
Miller but they told the story of the
lone horseman and the boy's
father and mother knew he had
been killed by the Indians. The next
day "Hank" Roberts and three
others started in search of the boy.

24

They found his mutilated body four
miles west of 'French Frank's' and
buried him on a beautiful mount
near the trail. This is the grave that
the trail committee located the
other day."

CHEAP WHISKEY BROUGHT
DRUNKENNESS TO

NEW MEXICO
by Marc Simmons

[This article appeared in Simmons's
newspaper column, "Trail Dust," in
the Santa Fe New Mexican, June 22.
2002, and is reprinted here with per
mission and special thanhs to the
author.}

WHAT was New Mexico famous for
in the 1830s and 1840s? It wasn't
pretty landscapes, spicy cooking or
wild dances called fandangos, al
though the territory had plenty of all
three.

No, New Mexico's renown,
throughout the Rocky Mountains at
least, rested upon its celebrated
whiskey that went by the colorful
name Taos Lightning. By all ac
counts, a jigger of that heady stuff,
swallowed in a single gulp, could
knock a fellow's boots off.

The source of this stout spirit lay
in the bountiful wheat fields of the
Taos Valley. In 1824. a couple ofMis
souri backwoodsmen who had set
tled there looked at all that grain
and wondered what kind of beverage
it might be made to yield.

They brought a copper still from
the East, opened a small distillery
and came out with a liquor more po
tent than corn whiskey - or White
Mule, as Southerners termed it.

The new creation, Taos Lightning,
won immediate acceptance. Several
well-staffed distilleries appeared at
Taos proper and at Ranchos de Taos.
The largest, however, was estab
lished by Missouri-born Simon Tur
ley at Arroyo Hondo, 12 miles north
of Taos Pueblo.
. In 1836, Turley hired Charlie
Autobees as a traveling salesman.
With pack mules carrying 10-gallon
wooden casks of Taos Lightning,
Charlie ranged as far north as the
Platte River, vending his liquid
wares.

The casks were purchased by own
ers of fur-trading posts who resold
the liquor to trappers, American In-
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dians and even agents of Canada's
Hudson Bay Co. Through the latter,
Taos Lightning became available to
guzzlers in faraway British Colum
bia and other western Canadian
prOVlnces.

Since the Taos product was 40
percent to 50 percent proof, imbibers
easily got roaring drunk, and some
times dangerous. One trader on the
Missouri River was reported to have
laced his casks with laudanum (tinc
ture of opium) to help control the un
ruliness of his customers.

New Mexican liquor venders who
dealt with the Comanches on the
Texas plains had their own method
of self-protection. They buried their
casks several miles out before going
into the tepee village.

Upon trading for buffalo robes,
they made a quick exit, leaving one
of their number as hostage. After a
half-day, he would guide the Coman
ches to the alcohol and then ride at
top speed to get away before the big
drunk began.

Intoxication also became a prob
lem among ew Mexicans them
selves. British traveler George F.
Ruxton, visiting New Mexico in
1846, took note of Taos Lightning,
calling it "a raw, fiery spirit."

On the Santa Fe Plaza, he was
shocked to see that every other place
of business was "a whiskey shop dis
gorging reeling, drunken men." The
revelers were both native Santa
Feans and recently arrived Ameri
can soldiers.

Before the appearance of Taos
Lightning, drunkenness had been
fairly rare in Hispanic ew Mexico.
The main reason was the small sup
ply of hard liquor.

Franciscan padres in the 1620s
developed the first large-scale vine
yards in the Piro pueblos of the So
corro Valley. They made sacramen
tal wine and grape brandy, using a
copper still.

Others soon produced wine and
brandy commercially. But the poor
rural masses usually could not afford
either beverage. When Americans
arrived in the 19th century, they en
joyed the local brandy, but they pre
ferred Taos Lightning if they could
get it. That became impossible in
early 1847. since the Turley distill
ery was destroyed during the Taos
insurrection. Simon Turley and most
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of his employees were killed.
But by then barrels of Kentucky

whiskey were being imported over
the Santa Fe Trail. That was too ex
pensive to be used in the Indian
trade. So a cheap substitute was cre
ated.

Here's the recipe: To one gallon of
silty water from the Rio Grande. add
a pint of raw grain alcohol, a da h of
bitters. a pinch of Jamaica ginger
and one plug of chewing tobacco. Stir
and age overnight.

For obvious reasons, this concoc
tion became known as rot-gut whis
key!

CAM:PTALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The January 18 meeting was
scheduled at Springfield, CO, with a
program on the Trail in southeastern
Colorado by Lolly Ming. The April
meeting will be in Morton County,
KS. with a planned wagon ride along
a portion of the Trail. The July meet
ing is scheduled in Clayton, NM.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place # 14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

In March 2003 we plan to meet at
the Crosbyton Museum east of Lub
bock. In April or May we will meet at
Wildcat Bluff and surrounding area
with Alvin Lyn, the authority on the
location of trails in the area, and
SFTA President Hal Jackson as
guest.
Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

President Trotman has carefully
checked out proposed gas drilling
sites by BP America near the Trail in
Kearny County and forwarded this
information to SFTA environmental
lookout Faye Gaines and to the Na
tional Park Service. There was coop
eration from the company. After as
sessment of the proposed sites, ap-
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proval was given to BP America to
drill.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th St
Lyndon KS 66451
785) 828-3739
<carolandrick@'grapevine.net>

The chapter met Januarv 23 at
the home of Carol Retzer a~d Rick
Antisdel in Lyndon. Sixteen chapter
members/directors enjoyed a soup
supper, complete with more tasty
goodies than any of us really needed,
before getting "down to business".

Officers elected are President
Carol Retzer, Vice-President Don
Cress, Secretary Helen Ericson,
Treasurer Joleen Day, Morris
County Directors Don Cress and Le
land Zerbe, Lyon County Directors
Joleen Day and Helen Ericson, Os
age County Directors Carol Retzer
and Al Bunting, Wabaunsee County
Directors Lois DeWitt and Cathy
Swartz, and At-Large Director Shei
la Litke.

Our main concern these days is
the ever-rising cost of liability insur
ance for our yearly trail ride. Al Bun
ting referred us to a new company,
and after some research we voted to
replace our existing policy with one
from American Horseman's Insur
ance. This should offer a great deal of
financial relieffor the chapter.

Our trail ride this year is sched
uled to start on June 13. That's Fri
day the 13th, so wish us all luck! The
ride will end in Council Grove, KS,
with our participation in the Wah
Shun-Ga days parade June 21. Work
is being done to layout the route and
will be announced in the next news
letter. Also included will be a liabil
ity waiver and registration form. The
number of participants is limited,
and we encourage early registration.
We invite all trail enthusiasts to join
us for this week of fun and adven
ture.

We continue to struggle with ren
ovation of the Wilmington School
house. Vandals and time have taken
their toll of this lovely old place.
Craftsmen are very difficult to find,
even more difficult to get to commit
to the job. If anyone out there has a
referral, feel free to contact us.

Our next chapter meeting will be
April 23. Please contact President
Retzer if you have any questions.

Wagon Tracks

End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

There was a great turnout of
members and guests at the. Tovem
bel' meeting to hear Pam 1 Jajdowski
tell of the life and time of James L.
Johnson, trader and resident of
Santa Fe at the end of the Trail. The
meeting was in El Zaguan, where
Johnson resided from 1854-1897.

Pam gave a detailed account of his
wholesale and retail business, his
business partners, some examples of
goods traded, and prices at the time.
She also gave figures for some of the
real estate prices.

Johnson's mercantile company
went bankrupt in 1881, and most of
his holdings went to Thomas B. Ca
tron who held mortgages on the
properties. El Zaguan passed from
Catron to James Baca, a Johnson
grandson, in 1918. Baca defaulted on
the loan and the property went to
Bronson Cutting. In 1927 Cutting
sold the property to Margretta Di
~trick who converted the property
mto apartments.

Mter Dietrick's death in 1961, the
building was bought for preservation
by El Zaguan, Inc. In 1979 owner
ship was transferred to the Historic
Foundation. The property still has
apartments for rent. Constant Chap
man, great-grandson of Johnson,
was on hand to share family memo
ries and information about preserva
tion of the home.

It was a fine experience to convene
in Johnson's home to hear about the
history of the man and his home and
to relate it to the time when trade
goods were transported along the
Santa Fe Trail.

On ,January 18 the chapter heard
a pre entation by Mary Jean Cook,
local historian, who is investigating
the life and legacy of the renowned
Dona Tules, who is noted for enter
taining and housing the U.S. mili
tary after the U.S. claimed .. ew
Mexico in 1847.

Mary Jean's talk was confined to
Dona Tules's will, its significance
and importance. It was written in
English, although Tules was sup
posed to be illiterate in English.
Mary Jean thinks she has discovered
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who may have written the will. She
has also investigated the histories of
those named in the will, which
makes for a very interesting picture
ofDofia Tules. There are still gaps in
the story. Mary Jean noted,
''Women's histories are difficult to
research because of so little docu
mentation."

Plans are arranged for the six
western chapters meeting, to be
hosted by the chapter, in Santa Fe,
June 14-15. See article and insert in
this issue.

Pam Najdowski has been re
searching implementation of the Old
Fort Marcy Site interpretation plans
which were drawn up years ago. In
1963 The New Mexican supported
the plan in an editorial, ending with
the question, "What are we waiting
for?" Pam has picked up on the ques
tion and is exploring avenues of
funding, with hope this year will be
the year.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitemore@newmexico.com>
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/co
razon.htm>

Greetings for 2003! First, brief
notes on other Trails. The Old
Spanish Trail was recognized as a
new National Historic Trail by
Congress and President Bush in
December 2002. That 1200-mile trail
runs from northern New Mexico
through Colorado, Utah, and
Nevada to Los Angeles, California.
The End of the Trail Chapter
tentatively plans a joint meeting on
March 22 with Salida del Sol
Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail
Association and the Docents of the
Palace of the Governors on
Commerce of the Trails.

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
Trail Association will have its first
organizational meeting in Socorro,
NM, on March 14 and 15. This inter
national conference will feature
speakers Marc Simmons, Oakah L.
Jones, Jr. (historian and author),
and Jose Luis Punzo Diaz (Director,
Museo de las Culturas Del Norte,
Paquime, Casas Grandes, Mexico).
Pre-registration ($25) by March 1 is
essential due to space limitations.
Contact John Bloom in Las Cruces,
NM, at (505) 382-0722 for more in-
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formation.
According to a press release from

U.s. Representative Tom Udall, "the
National Park Service is currently
conducting a three-year feasibility
study to determine if routes compris
ing what is known as the Native
American Long Walk qualify for Na
tional Historic Trail status. Presi
dent Bush signed that bill, authored
by Udall, into law on August 21,
2002."

As for our own chapter, based on a
membership survey last fall, we are
returning to holding our meetings on
the third Sunday of the month.
The following is our opening calen
dar; the rest will be forthcoming in
the next issue. Please contact Mary
Whitmore at (505) 454-0683 or Tibor
Remenyik at (505) 454-1307 if you
have questions.
Mar. 16: Presentation by Richard
and Shirley Flint about Hispanic
employees at Fort Union. Meet at 1
p.m., downstairs in the Spic and
Span Restaurant, Las Vegas.
Apr. 20: Annual Work Day at Fort
Union National Monument begin
ning at 10 a.m. Lunch will be pro
vided.
May 18: Field trip to Hatch's Ranch
ruins on Park Springs Ranch, south
of Las Vegas. A panel will present
the story of the site: Marc Simmons
will address "the times." Jean Brit
tingham (ranch owner) will tell
about "the land." Diana Dunn (a
Hatch descendant) will talk about
"the family." Leo Oliva will serve as
moderator and will speak about "the
military post" at Hatch's Ranch. The
tour will start at 1:30 preceded by a
BYOPL (bring your own picnic
lunch) at noon.

It is going to be a very exciting
year for Trail enthusiasts.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Lamed KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The chapter held a joint meeting
with the DodgeCity/Fort Dodge/Ci
marron Chapter in Dodge City on
Tovember 3, 2002. Following a busi

ness meeting, George Elmore re
ported on the Cheyenne and Sioux
Village Site brochure recently pub
lished by the Fort Larned Old
Guard. The program was "Murder
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and Mayhem at Walnut Creek" by
David Clapsaddle.

The winter meeting was January
12, 2003, at the Kinsley Municipal
Building. Officers for 2003 were
elected: President Rusti Gardner,
Vice-President Barbara German,
SecretarylTreasurer Barbara Koes
ter, and Pl'ogram Director David
Clapsaddle. Reports were given on
the seminar scheduled at Fort
Larned NHS May 3 and an interpre
tive marker was approved for the
Pawnee Fork Crossing near Larned
with reference to the precursors of
the Santa Fe Trail who used the
crossing: Coronado, Melgares, Pike,
and others.

Two presentations were made. A
donation of $500 was presented to
Leo Oliva, chairman of the Fort
Larned Old Guard, to assist with the
printing of the recently-published
brochure about the site of the Chey
enne/Sioux Village on Pawnee Fork.
The Faye Anderson Award was pre
sented to the Kansas City Area His
toric Trails Association. Craig
Crease was present to represent that
organization and receive the award.

Following the business meeting,
SFTA President Hal Jackson pre
sented a program on the parallels of
the Zebulon Pike Expedition and the
Jacob Fowler Expedition.

The spring meeting will be at Fort
Larned NHS, April 6, 2:00 p.m.
George Elmore, park ranger and his
torian, will present the program.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Bill Bunyan
2207 McCoy
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8203

Officers and directors for 2003
2004 were elected at the joint meet
ing with the WetlDry Routes Chap
ter on November 3, 2002: President
Bill Bunyan, Vice-President Jim
Sherer, Secretary Kathie Bell,
TreasurerlHistorian Richard Dry
den, and Directors Keith Chadd and
Dixie Oringdorff. Bunyan is a char
ter member of SFTA and has served
on several local, regional, and state
historical societies' boards.

Bill and his wife Susan traveled
the entire length of the Santa Fe
Trail in 1999. He presented the first
program of the new year on January
8, which covered their 1999 Trail ad
venture.

February 2003



Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 640 15
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

Members of the chapter have been
meeting regularly to plan the sympo
sium. Tour Chair Ross Marshall has
organized several tours that are sure
to be outstanding. Recently we ad
vertised a call for tour guides. If any
one has a few hours to spare and
would like to learn more about the
Trail, consider volunteering to be a
guide. The training process will be
fun, and you can join others in learn
ing aboutthe Trail from Lexington to
Olathe.

The chapter met on Sunday,
January 26 for a joint gathering with
members of other historical organi
zations. Members of the public and
educators from the Fort Osage and
Raytown School Districts attended
as well. Members Nancy Lewis and
Anne Mallinson presented the Hu
manities program, "Fare of the Expe
dition." While learning about the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, mem
bers ofthe audience had the opportu
nity to taste various foods that men
of the expedition would have eaten.
Anne and Nancy served squash and
wild onions, deer steak (from a Mis
souri deer), sourdough bread, and a
cooked pudding of wild fruits gath
ered locally.

The nominating committee was
elected. Sandy Slusher is chairper
son and announced that anyone
wishing to serve as a board member
or an officer should contact her. Elec
tions will be held at the next meeting
in March. Six members renewed.
Members were encouraged to attend
the SFTA board meeting, March 21
22.

John Atkinson and John Schuma
cher reported that they had recently
been working on the mapping of ex
tended areas of the Santa Fe Trail in
Kansas. The meeting adjourned for
additional refreshments.

Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

The chapter is starting plans for
the 2005 symposium to be held in
McPherson, KS.
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Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 671 14
(620) 284-0313

The chapter met November 21 in
Canton. A short business meeting
was held, followed by election for
2003 officers: President Gil Michel,
Vice-President Dale Brooks, Secre
tary Vernon Lorentz, Treasurer Bill
Silverstrand, and board members
Steve Schmidt, Sharon Schute, and
John E. Wiebe. A guest speaker gave
a presentation on the Mormon Bat
talion.

The board met January 21 in
Hesston for a planning session.
Among items discussed were dates
for future board and chapter meet
ings, ideas for programs and activi
ties, and plans for signs along the
auto tour route in Marion County.

The next chapter meeting will be
March 20 in Florence. There will be a
dinner and program at the Harvey
House Museum.

Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 W. 2nd St.
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

o report.

~ .' ", KANSAS HERITAGE CENTER
DODGE CITY, KS 67801

A resource center for the history of
the American West, available for
teachers and the general public,
including books, newspapers, pho
tographs, census records, micro
film, and videos. The gift shop fea
tures books, maps, posters, and
many other items. Call for a cata
log. Open 8-5, Monday-Friday.
1000 2nd Ave, PO Box 1207
(620) 227-1616; FAX 227-1701
<www.ksheritage.org>

HELP WANTED

Seeking information andlor de
scendants on Watrous Family that
lived Watrous, NM, during the
1800s. Samuel Bowman Watrous
had three wives: Tomacita Crespin,
Rosa and Josephine Chapin. Daugh
ters of Samuel are Belinda Wilden
stein, Emeteria Gregg, Louise
Kronig, Mary M. Tipton, Mary A.

Wagon Tracks

Johnson, and Rose Lange. Sons are
Joseph B., Samuel B., Jr. and Char
les E. Also looking for article said to
have appeared in "a western maga
zine" titled "The Fastest Ox Train in
the West," which told the story of the
Watrous freight line. Thank you for
any assistance.

Frankie Sue Rider
PO Box 814

Poteau OK 74953
<frankiesue@Clnk.com>

• • • •
My grandmother lived nine miles

west of Dodge at a place called nine
mile house (a sod house used as a
stopover for freight wagons prior to
the railroad), 1867-1877, when she
moved to Dodge City to work at Dr.
McCarty's Drug Store. If anyone can
help me find the location of the sod
house, I would really appreciate it. I
would like to write a childen's book
about her life on the Trail.

Shirley M. Carey
198 Eagle Dr So

Canon City CO 81212

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

There have been 10 life member
ships added since last issue, making
a total of 16, one of whom is a new
member.
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

Theo Hunt, 27212 Lost Colt Dr,
Laguna Hills CA 92653

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Bob and Phyllis Anderson, PO Box 113,

Kenton OK 73946
Jim, Helen & Sheryl Barr, 6996 S

Spruce Dr W, Centennial CO
80112

James and Mamie Crabb, 6285 Old
Post Rd, Garden City KS 667846

Craig and ancy Groth, PO Box 325,
Satanta KS 67870

Darlene Groth, RR 1 Box 121, Sa
tanta KS 67870

Carroll Whiting, 2170 8th Rd, Blue
Rapids KS 66411

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Joy Blanton, PO Box 1062, Lamar CO

81052
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Shirley M. Carey, 198 Eagle Drive
So, Canon City CO 81212

William C. Carson, 978 Indian Ridge
Rd, Santa Fe NM 87501

Steve Charles, 251 Beech Hollow Rd,
Killen AL 35645

Sandy Clifton, 545 W Colorado,
Amarillo TX 79108

David DuBois, 829 Burlington Rd,
Pittsgrove NJ 08318

Eric Karnes, 3329 E Bayud Ave
#1503, Denver CO 80209

Charles Nobles, 2746 S Hudson Ave,
Tulsa OK 74114

Carolyn K. Robinson, 505 Oppen
heimer Dr #510, Los Alamos NM
87544

Battle Smith, 228 Chestnut Ave, St
Louis MO 63119

Laura I. Streeter, PO Box 815, Cana
dian TX 79014

Kay Townsend, 4218th St, Las Vegas
NM 87701

I TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20, 2003. Thank you. Dates of addi
tional events may be found in chap
ter reports.
Mar. 6, 2003: Kaw Mission program
on Quapaw Tribe, Council Grove,
7:00p.m.
Mar. 14-15,2003: Meeting to organ
ize El Camino Real Associa tion, In
ternational Heritage Center south of
Socorro, NM.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Symposium 2003
Independence/Kansas City MO
~ 'ltlfJliway (Between 1fations~

.\unOUIU .nlH uun"nTUU

september 25,26,27,28
Join us for a tour of

the Rice-Tremonti Home
and SChumacher Parle

Symposium Coordinator-Anne Mallinson

Mar. 16, 2003: Corazon Chapter
meeting, 1:00 p.m., Spic & Span, Las
Vegas, NM.
Mar. 20, 2003: Cottonwood Crossing
Chapter meeting at Florence, KS,
(620) 284-0313.
April 6, 2003: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter meeting, Fort Larned NHS,
2:00p.m.
April 10, 2003: Kaw Mission pro
gram on Ponca Tribe, Council Grove,
7:00 p.m.
April 20, 2003: Corazon Chapter an
nual work day at Fort Union Na
tional Monument, beginning 10:00
a.m., lunch provided.
May 3, 2003: WetlDry Routes Chap
ter Trail Seminar and Fort Larned
Old Guard Annual Meeting, Larned,
KS.
May 8, 2003: Kaw Mission program
on Omaha Tribe, Council Grove, 7:00
p.m.
May 18, 2003: Corazon Chapter
meeting at Hatch's Ranch, sack
lunch at noon, program to follow.

Wagon. Tracks

June 7, 2003: National Trails Day,
<NTD@AmericanHiking.org>.
June 14-15, 2003: Six Western
Chapters gathering, Santa Fe, NM.
For information call (505) 473-3124
or (505) 244-7608.
Aug. 10-16, 2003: aCTA ational
Convention, Manhattan, KS.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SITA Sympo
sium, Independence, MO.

FROM THE EDITOR
There are many activities coming

up along the Trail, so make plans
now to participate in as many as pos
sible, especially the 2003 Sympo
sium in September. Get those nomi
nations of 'candidates for office to
Roger Slusher and for SITA awards
to Mike Olsen. Start reading about
the Pike Expedition and take a look
at the web site <http://pikebicenten
nial.org>. It is never too late to get
into a rut.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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SYMPOSIUM, "A HIGHWAY
BETWEEN NATIONS,"

SEPTEMBER 24-28, 2003
by Anne Mallinson

[Anne Mallinson is vice-president of
SFTA and coordinator for the 2003
symposium.]

THE 2003 Symposium offers a vari
ety of Trail experiences for those at
tending the Independence/Kansas
City area event. In the 19th Century,
Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Ben
ton called the Santa Fe Trail "A
Highway Between Nations" and as
such the legacy continues into the
21st Century, linking cultures with
commerce. From the Wednesday
evening (September 24) reception at
the ational Frontier Trails Mu
seum, to the Sunday morning serv
ices held overlooking the Missouri
River (September 28), members will
have the opportunity to tour Trail
sites, visit a variety of museums and
forts, attend lectures, hear the latest
Trail research, participate in work
shops, sample Trail cuisine, pur
chase books and maps, and ex
perience time-period music. We even
have ruts!

Registration material, a schedule,
a list of accommodations, and a ros
ter of speakers are included as an in
sert in this issue of Wagon Tracks.
For more information, contact coor
dinator Anne Mallinson at (816) 230
7228 or <SFTAMRO@aol.com>.
Save expenses by registering early.
The tours will give registrants a com
prehensive understanding of where
the various Trail routes are located
in western Missouri and eastern
Kansas. After the registration dead
line, the committee cannot guaran
tee a seat on a bus, as unfilled tours
will be advertised locally. Additional
lodging information and maps will
be sent with your registration
packet. Updates as they occur can be
found online at www.santafe
trail.org.

(continued on page 4)
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JUNE 14·15,2003
SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS MEETING

SANTA FE

JULY 1,2003
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

&
DEADLINE FOR AWARDS

NOMINATIONS

JULY 15, 2003
SFTA ELECTION BAllOTS DUE

SEPTEMBER 24·28, 2003
SFTA SYMPOSIUM

PLEASE CAST YOUR BALLOT
BY JULY 15,2003

THE nominating committee (Roger
Slusher, chair, Deanne Wright, and
Mike Najdowski) has completed the
list of candidates for officers and
board members, and the information
about each nominee and a ballot for
your vote are enclosed as inserts in
this issue. Even though there is only
one contested seat on the board,
please take time to vote and show
your support for the purposes and
programs of SFTA.

These members who are willing to
volunteer time and expense to serve
a nonprofit organization deserve the
encouragement provided by partici
pation of a large number of voters. It
only takes a few minutes to vote and
a few cents to return the ballot.

The ballots must be returned by
July 15 to Linda Revello, SFTA
Headquarters, Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, RR 3, Larned KS 67550. The re
sults will be tallied by a special com
mittee and announced at the sympo
sium and in the November issue of
Wagon Tracks. Please cast your bal
lot.

EARLY COPY NEEDED FOR
NEXT ISSUE. PLEASE HAVE ALL

MATERIAL SUBMITTED NO
LATER THAN JULY 1.2003.

EL CAMINO REAL TRAIL
ASSOCIATION FOUNDED

by John P. Bloom
[SFTA member Bloom, Las Cruces,
NM, was chair of the convening com
mittee and presided over the opening
sessions of the Socorro conference.}

A new, international trail associa
tion, EI Camino Real Trail Associa
tion (CARTA), has been established
to promote awareness of and give
support to EI Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro, in the well established style
of the Santa Fe Trail Association
(SFTA), theOregon-California Trail
Association (OCTA), and the Old
Spanish Trail Association (OSTA),
among others. The culmination of
more than a year's effort, started un
der the aegis of the Historical Society
of New Mexico, more than 100 trail
enthusiasts met in conference at So
corro, NM, March 14-15, 2003, to
elect a first slate of officers, adopt by
laws, and start to enroll charter
members. The City of Socorro and
the nearly-finished Camino Real
Heritage Center, as well as Socorro1s

(continued on page 3)

Joy Poole, dIrector of EI CamIno Real
InternatIonal Heritage Center. speak
Ing at CARTA founding meeting (photo
by Ross Marshall).
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

T~~s is one of those reports I enjoy
wrItmg. I have only good news. The
SITA board met in Trinidad, Colo
rado, on Saturday, March 21. Before
telling you part of what we accom
plished at the board meeting I'll tell
you about the workshop held the day
before the meeting.

The National Park Service had
given us financial support for this
workshop and Sharon Brown of the
iPS planned and led the meetings.

Sharon, by the way, did a great job
for us. We were asked to think of
ways the SITA, the chapters, and
~he NPS co~ld cooperate in improv
mg our Trail. Many chapter presi
dents were in attendance as well as
the board and three NPS folks.
Sharon and I will distill the ideas de
veloped at the workshop and present
them to you in our next Wagon
Tracks.

The board meeting was especially
well:attended as most of the chapter
presidents stayed over for it. The
most important issue addressed at
the meeting was the report by Ra
mon Powers and the finance commit
tee. They suggested several ways
that our budget could better commu
nica~e what we do and how we pay
for it. We also discussed ways in
which we could balance our 2003
budget. They suggested that we ac
tively seek business memberships.
When I returned home from Trini
dad I reviewed our list of business
memberships and found that we are
not doing a good job in this area.

By the time you read this message
chapter presidents will have re
ceived a missive from me spelling out
what must be done. Restaurants,
motels, and other businesses that
benefit from people in the Associa
tion or folks traveling the Trail
?~ould be strongly encouraged to
Jom the SITA. One new benefit of
suc~ membership will be a separate
sectlOn on our web site. Those using
the Trail can go to the web and locate
motels, restaurants, and the like
who support the SITA by having a
n;tembership in our great organiza
tlOn.

You will be receiving the slate of
candidates for the board and officers
in this issue. Please consider the
candidates carefully and then
VOTE. I thank Roger Slusher and
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll·free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: <editor@santafetrail.org>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters.
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3 Box
137, Larned KS 67550; Office Man
ager Linda Revello.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

~s ?ommi~tee for the fine work they
did m gettmg people to run for office.

.We have a new web master. Larry
MiX has agreed to help us out in this
very important area. Those of us us
ing computers and the Internet
know the power and influence a good
web site can have. My thanks to
Dave Webb for his web master work
the last few years. I appreciate the
sacri~ce,~ that Dave made to keep
our Site up and running." Be sure to
visit the web site often: www.san
tafetrail.org.

Lastly, I am really "up" right now
as my wife and Ijust returned from a
meeting of the Texas Panhandle
Chapter of the SITA. Kathy Wade
and Clint Chambers invited me to
drive over and visit one oftheir meet
ings and see parts of their trails. AI
vi~ Lynch, a most knowledgeable
gUIde, showed us many pieces of the
1840 Gregg Trail. You remember
that Josiah Gregg established a
route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to
Santa Fe in 1839, returning east in
1840. Read, or reread, his book for a
fascinating account of his opening of
this southern branch of the SIT.

Bev and I greatly enjoyed our visit
to Amarillo. We'd been through the
area on I 40 several times but this
was our first real visit. Don't put
your visit off as we had. I strongly en
couraged the chapter to consider
hosting Six Western Chapters meet
ing in the near future. The treasures
of the Panhandle are there to be
enjoyed.

The Pike Bicentennial Commis
sion met at Trinidad March 20 and
planning continues for commedlOra
tiOl~ ~f that important exploring ex
peditIon of 1806-1807. Keep reading
"Pike's Column" in WT.

-Hal Jackson

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
~ss~iation, a nonprofit organiza
tIOn mcorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome. but they be
come. the prope.rty of WT and may
b~ edlt~dor abndged at the editor's
discrehon. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the trea
surer (address below).

Membership Categories
Life $885
Benefactor $1.000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston. KS 67675 (888) 321
7341, <editor@santafetrail.org>
President: Hal Jackson, 45 Calle
del orte, Placitas NM 87043 (505)
867-1742. <halitojackS@aol.com>
Vice-President: Anne Mallinson,
964 NW 600, Centerview MO
64019 (816) 230-7228. <SFTAMRO
@aol.com>
SeCl'etary: Michael Olsen 5643
Sonnet Heights, Colorado Springs.
C9 80918 (719) 559-1955, <Olsen
Miguel@aol.com>
Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters
Santa Fe Trail Center. RR 3:
Larned KS 67550 (620) 285-2054.
FAX (316) 285-7491, <trailassn@
larned.net>
2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Alme Mallinson, see above under
vice-president.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704. <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>
Directors:
John Atkinson. MO (816) 233

3924
Helen Brown. KS (620) 697-4597
Clint Chambers, TX (806)-791-

3612
Dub Couch, CO (719) 254-3000
Faye Gaines. NM (505) 485-2473
Robert Kincaid, TX (940) 684-1531
Nancy Lewis, MO (816) 229-8379
Richard Louden, At-Large (719)

946·5513
Ramon Powers, At-Large (785)

478-9526
Mike Slater, OK (580) 327·5249
Joanne VanCoevern, KS (785)

825-8349
Stephen Whitmore, NM (505) 454-

0683
Vacancy. CO
Vacancy, OK

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www,santafetrail.org>
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DAVID S. LAVENDER

David Lavender, author of many
books and featured speaker at the
first Santa Fe Trail Symposium in
Trinidad, CO, in 1986, died at his
home in Ojai, CA, on April 26, 2003,
at the age of 93. He grew upon on a
Colorado ranch and became a re
nowned historian of the American
West. Among his many books are
Bent's Fort (1954), The Trail to
Santa Fe (1958), and The Santa Fe
Trail (1995). A complete list of his
writings would fill this column.

Lavender became head of the Eng
lish department at Thacher School
for Boys near Ojai, CA, in 1943. He
was nominated twice for the Pulitzer
Prize and was honored in 1997 by the
Center of the American West at the
University of Colorado with the Wal
lace Stegner Award for sustained
contribution to the cultural identity
of the American West. He is survived
by his wife Muriel. Condolences are
extended to family and friends.

CARTA
(continued from page I)

Camino Real Heritage Center Foun
dation lent invaluable support to the
meeting.

George Torok of El Paso, Texas,
was elected president; Thomas E.
Chavez of Albuquerque and Santa
Fe, NM, was elected vice-president;
Cameron Saffell of Las Cruces is sec
retary; Helen Geer of Santa Fe is
treasurer; and the fifth officer the
International Liaison Officer, is R.
B. 3Ben2 Brown, who divides his time
and talents between the University
of Texas-El Paso and Mexico's Insti
tuto Nacional de Arqueologia y His
toria. They will see to the election of
a broad-based board of directors, the
startup of a newsletter and a web
site, and planning for a first mem
bership meeting, tentatively set for
Saturday, September 20, 2003.

The meeting at Socorro featured
a.n ingathering and evening recep
tIOn at the historic Garcia Opera
House, with a keynote address by
Oakah L. Jones, Jr. The full-day pro
gram on March 15 was kicked off by
the keynote address by the distin
guished Mexican scholar, Jose Luis
Punzo Diaz, director of the Museo de
la~ ~ulturas del Norte, Paquime,
MeXICO, for which an English trans
lation was available. Later panels
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featured representatives of the Old
Spanish Trail Association (OSTA), of
SFTA, and of the Partnership for the
National Trails System. Joy Poole,
"mother of SFTA" and director of El
Camino Real International Heritage
Center south of Socorro, told about
the nearly-completed Center. Wil
lard Lewis, former OSTA president,
spoke of plans for a coalition of his
toric trails in New Mexico: SFTA,
OSTA, US Highway 66, and of course
CARTA-all of with a focus on Santa
Fe, for which there may be support
from state tourism interests. Marc
Simmons, well known historian and
"father of SFTA," presided over the
session at which CARTA was for
mally established.

Interested persons who were un
able to attend this conference can
still, for a limited time, join CARTA
as charter members. Individual dues
are $25, or $30 for a joint member
ship. Send a check made out to
CARTA to CARTA, PO Box 15162
Las Cruces NM88004-5162. Student
and institution charter member
ships are also available for $20 and
$100 respectively. See an insert in
this issue with membership informa
tion and application form.

PARTNERSHIP REPORT
by Ross Marshall

[SFT.A Ambassador and former
Pres~den.t Marshall is the SFTA rep
resentatwe to the Partnership for the
National Trails System (PNTS).j

I at~ended the Partnership's Lead
ershIp Council meeting in Washing
ton D.C. in early March and am
pleased to report that all but two of
the twenty-three National Scenic
and Historic Trails groups are now
dues paying members, and we are
working on those. In addition, after
what has seemed like forever, the
IRS has approved our 501(c)3 tax
exempt status.

Aside from the usual committee
and financial reports and approval of
the ~003 PNTS work plan, some of
the Issues on the agenda were the
continuing implementation of Fed
eral ADA Standards and Guidelines
(FSTAG) and the proposed initiative
by the federal agencies to outsource
some of their scenic trail building
and maintenance management re
sponsibilities, neither of which af
fects the Santa Fe Trail to the same
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extent as the scenic trails.
The good news from Washington

is that Congress finally passed the
'02-'03 appropriations bills. The bad
news is that trails got very little in
crease, including SFNHT. In prepa
ration for '04 and '05 budgets. the
Partnership spent ti me working
with not only Congress but also the
administration side.

In addition to meeting with the
House Interior Appropriations Sub
committee staff and calling on our
Senators and Representatives along
the Santa Fe Trail, a few of us also
met with a representative of the Of
fice of Management and Budget As
sistant Director of the Departme~tof
the Interior Lynn Scarlett and with
National Park Service Dir~ctor Fran
M.ainella. Hopefully these meetings
wIll help strengthen their commit
ment to trails funding.

.The Part~ership is supporting the
remtroductIOn of the Willing Seller
and Trails Feasibility Study (now
called the Pioneer Historic Trails
Studies Act) bills which were lost in
the Senate 'inactions' oflast fall.

The Arizona Trail and the Pacific
Northwe~t Trail are both seeking
congressIOnal designation as ra_
tional Scenic Trails. In addition sev
eral feasibility studies are unde~way
including the Star Spangled Banner
the Washington Rochambeau and
the avajo Long Walk trails. '

The 9th Long Distance Trails Con
~erence will be held in Bow, Wash
mgton, on Puget Sound, August 21
25, hosted by the Pacific Northwest
Trail Association. This will be a mar
velous venue and should be well at
tended. It would be nice to have two
or three SFTA leaders attend this
conference. Anyone who wants to
consider attending, please contact
me and I will get you a registration
packet when available.

LARRY MIX NEW WEB MASTER
LARRY Mix, SFTA member from
St. John, KS, was selected by the
SFTA board meeting at Trinidad to
serve as the new web master for the
SFTA site. He replaces Dave Webb
who has handled this task for severai
years. Thanks to Dave for keeping
this site going, and thanks to Larry
for assuming the duties. Be sure to
visit the SFTA web site at <www.
santafetrail.org>.
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SYMPOSIUM
(continued from page 1)

The symposium committee invites
participants to bring a photograph or
picture which highlights the con
tinuing legacy of the Santa Fe Trail.
These may include ancestors who
were involved in matters of the Trail,
current participants and their de
scendants who support Trail preser
vation, or current members and their
proteges who share a passion for the
Santa Fe Trail. The theme is "From
the Past to the Present, Generations
on the Trail." We will create a collage
of the pictures to be displayed in the
lobby area. All photographs will be
returned to their owners at the end
of the symposium.

A Santa Fe Trail Symposium or
Rendezvous is like a family reunion,
but you don't have to bring a covered
dish. The Missouri River Outfitters
branch of the Santa Fe Trail family
is looking forward to hosting this
event. Join us September 24-28 for a
rousing good time!

COLLEGE CREDIT AVAILABLE
AT 2003 SYMPOSIUM

DR. Joyce Thierer, Emporia State
University, will offer a Santa Fe
Trail class in connection with the
September symposium. The course is
especially recommended to teachers.
Course requirements include atten
dance at symposium and additional
projects. For details, contact Dr.
Thierer at Dept. of Social Sciences,
Emporia State University, Emporia
KS 66801-5087, phone at office (620)
341-5533 or home (620) 528,3580, e
mail <thiererj@emporia.edu> or
<ridehist@satelephone.com>.

THE SFTA ARCHIVES NEED YOU
The Santa Fe Trail Association

has recently received a large dona
tion of maps that are to be used by
members for marking the Trail. Bef
ore they can be checked out, the
maps need to be folded, labeled and
rehoused. If you are interesting in
volunteering for this task or wish
further information, please contact
Betsy Crawford-Gore at the Santa
Fe Trail Center by phone (620) 285
2054 or e-mail at trailctr@larned.
net.

REMEMBERTHESANTAFET~L

ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL
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DAR MADONNA REDEDICA
TION AT COUNCIL GROVE

by Shirley Coupal

[SFTA member Coupal is state histo
rian ofKSDAR.]

THE Kansas Society Daughters of
the American Revolution will host a
75th anniversary and rededication
celebration of the Madonna of the
Trail statue in Council Grove, KS,
September 7, 2003. National Society
DAR President Linda Tinker Wat
kins and National DAR Historian
Beverly Jensen will be present.

Morning events are DAR related,
including 9:00 a.m. worship service
at Kaw Mission and 11:00 a.m. lunch
at the Country Club, and reserva
tions are required. Nonmembers are
welcome if space permits. Non-DAR
participants please contact Shirley
Coupal at <scoupal@juno.com> for
information. DAR members contact
Clarice Kennedy at <bckenn@Cable
rocket.com>.

Mternoon events at Madonna
Park are open to the public and eve
ryone is invited. The rededication
ceremony is at 1:00 p.m., including
color guard, bands, flag raising, re
marks by KSDAR State Regent Pa
tricia Eddy Carpenter, keynote ad
dress by Bill Kurtis, and remarks by
DAR President Linda Tinker Wat
kins.

Other plans are still be made and
will be reported in the next issue of
WT. The KSDAR hopes for a large
crowd to celebrate this event. News
paper accounts of the original dedi
cation on September 7, 1928, esti
mated there were 10,000 in atten
dance.

SFTA MEMBERSHIP ROSTER
THOSE interested in having a cur
rent SFTA Membership Roster may
order one from Last Chance Store,
PO Box 3, Woodston KS 67675, for $5
postpaid. Periodic rosters have been
provided to all members in the past,
but a tight budget prompted the
board to change this policy. Many
members may not want the roster.

The roster, printed when ordered
so it will be current, is available on 3
ring notebook paper or bound with
plastic comb. Please enclose pay
ment with orders and specific format
wanted. Allow at least three weeks
for delivery
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MITZI FRANK NEW SUPERIN
TENDENT AT FORT UNION NM
MITZI Frank, a 20-year veteran of
the National Park Service, was re
cently named superintendent at Fort
Union National Monument. A native
of South Dakota, she has served at a
number of National Parks, most re
cently at Sitka National Historic
Park in Alaska. Welcome to the
Santa Fe Trail, Mitzi.

SANTA FE TRAIL BIKE TREK
WILLARD Chilcott, director of the
biennial Santa Fe Trail Bike Trek,
has announced the schedule for
2003. There will be 50 riders. SFTA
members living along the Trail may
want to greet the bikers as they
travel nearby. The schedule follows:
Sept. 13: check in at Santa Fe
Sept. 14: Santa Fe to Las Vegas, NM
Sept. 15: Las Vegas to Wagon Mound
Sept. 16: Wagon Mound to Cimarron
Sept. 17: Cimarron to Trinidad, CO
Sept. 18: Rest day in Trinidad
Sept. 19: Trinidad to La Junta
Sept. 20: La Junta to Lamar
Sept. 21: Lamar to Lakin, KS
Sept. 22: Lakin to Dodge City
Sept. 23: Rest day in Dodge City
Sept. 24: Dodge City to Larned
Sept. 25: Larned to Sterling
Sept. 26: Sterling to Hillsboro
Sept. 27: Hillsboro to Council Grove
Sept. 28: Rest Day in Council Grove
Sept. 29: Council Grove to Baldwin

City
Sept. 30: Baldwin City to Independ-

ence, MO
Oct. 1: Independence to Lexington
Oct. 2: Lexington to Arrow Rock
Oct. 3: Arrow Rock to New Franklin

For more information, contact
Chilcott at (505) 982-1282.
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ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE'S SOUTHWESTERN EXPEDITION:
BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A NEGLECTED CHAPTER OF OUR HISTORY

by Stephen G. Hyslop

PIKE'S COLUMN

[This special column will continue as
a series in Wagon Tracks until the
close of the Zebulon Montgomery
Pike Southwestern Expedition Bicen
tennial activities in 1807. It features
documents, articles, bibliography,
and notes which tell the story ofPike,
his expeditions, and related topics.
Submissions are solicited for this col
umn, and suggestions are welcome.

There are four Pike items in this is
sue: (1) a bibliography, (2) article
about Pike's route near Pueblo, CO,
(3) plans of Colorado Springs Pio
neers Museum for the bicentennial,
and (4) the first installment of Pike's
journal. Special thanks to Stephen
Hyslop, Peyton Abbott, and Matt
Mayberry for their contributions

A note on Pike's military rank is in
order. He is often referred to as Lieu
tenant Pille as well as Captain Pike.
When he began his Southwestern ex
pedition in July 1806 he was a lieu
tenant, but his promotion to captain
was dated August 12. 1806, and thus
it is with the rank of captain that
Pike is properly identified during the
remainder of the expedition.

Roy E. Pike, president of the Pike
Family Association of America, has
been in contact with information
about plans for a Pike family reunion
at Colorado Springs in 2006. He
plans to write an article for this col
umn about the Pike family. Check out
their web site at <http: IIpikefam
ily.org>. Keep up to date with Pike
Bicentennial plans at <www. pikebi
centennial.org>.}
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[SFTA member Hyslop, Alexandria,
VA, is a freelance historian and
author of the highly-acclaimed book,
Bound for Santa Fe: The Road to
New Mexico and the American Con
quest, 1806-1848 (University of
Oklahoma Press, 2002). and a recent
article about Pike, '~n Explorer or a
Spy?" American History 37 (August
2002): 58-64. He was also editor of
the Time-Life series on American In
dians. He is a volunteer consultant to
the Pike Bicentennial Commission.
His introductory essay to this bibliog
raphy is an invaluable introduction
to the study of the Pike Expedition.

The following bibliography is se
lective and does not include obscure
items, ephemera, or children's books.
Suggestions for additions are solic
ited, and relevant selections will be
noted in Wagon Tracks and posted
with the bibliography on the web site
<www.pikebicentennial.org>.}
THOSE who would like to become
experts on Zebulon Montgomery
Pike without quitting their day jobs
will be glad to hear that the bibliog
raphy on the explorer and his South
western expedition of 1806-1807 is
relatively brief. The list of books and
articles that follows contains fewer
than three dozen items. This list is
incomplete-we welcome additional
entries from readers and contribu
tors-but it will never approach the
dimensions of the bibliography on
the Lewis and Clark expedition, for
which the catalogue of the Library of
Congress (www.loc.gov) lists over
200 entries. By contrast, I have not
seen a single authoritative book de
voted to Pike's Southwestern expedi
tion, other than critical editions of
Pike's own journal of the reconnais
sance, despite the fact that it had
consequences for American expan
sion rivaling those of the Lewis and
Clark expedition.

The dearth of literature on Pike
and his Southwestern venture re
flects a not entirely benign neglect of
the explorer by historians and the
general public. Some authors have
raised questions about Pike's charac
ter, credibility, and possible involve
ment in a conspiracy to seize Span
ish territory in the Southwest with-
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out the knowledge or consent of
President Thomas Jefferson. The dif
ficulty of resolving such questions
(conspiracy theories are hard to dis
prove) has evidently discouraged
scholars from taking a fresh look at
Pike, while serious interest in Lewis
and Clark continues to mount.

Both expeditions grew out of a mo
mentous event whose bicentennial is
upon us: the Louisiana Purchase,
signed in Paris by American negotia
tors on April 30 1803. That deal was
rightly hailed as a masterstroke by
Jefferson, but it was not as much of a
bargain for the U.S. as some have
claimed. For 15 million dollars, the
nation acquired from France its
vastly inflated claim to the province
of Louisiana, which supposedly em
braced everything west of the Missis
sippi River up to the headwaters of
its tributaries, including the Mis
souri, Arkansas, and Red rivers. By
those standards, the Louisiana Pur
chase more than doubled American
territory for what amounted to a few
cents an acre. But in truth, only set
tled areas along the Mississippi
including the towns of St. Louis and
New Orleans, which proved great as
sets for the U.S.-actually changed
hands as a result of the deal. Else
where, what the French called Lou
isiana was in fact Indian country, oc
cupied by tribes that had never been
subject to France or had transferred
their allegiances to Britain or Spain,
which contested U.S. claims under
the Louisiana Purchase. It would
take Americans the better part of a
century to gain firm control of that
immense tribal territory, at a cost in
blood and treasure that dwarfed the
original purchase price.

If the Louisiana Purchase was not
exactly a steal for the U.S., it was in·
deed one of the most significant
events in American history. For it
greatly accelerated the pace of west·
ward expansion. Among the conse
quences of the deal were several
government-sponsored explorations
of the newly acquired territory, be
ginning with the journey of the
Corps of Discovery under Lewis and
Clark-who reached the headwaters
of the Missouri River (the limits of
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the Louisiana Purchase in the
Northwest) in the summer of 1805
before continuing on to the Pacific
and culminating in Captain Pike's
military reconnaissance of 1806
1807, which probed the limits of the
Louisiana Purchase in the South
west and brought him up against
Spanish forces in New Mexico.

To be sure, the transcontinental
journey of Lewis and Clark had an
epic sweep that Pike's trek to Chi
huahua and back (part of it under
taken as a prisoner) could not quite
match. But this was just one of the
factors that helped enshrine Lewis
and Clark as national icons while
relegating Pike to the status of a
shadowy and somewhat controver
sial figure in the annals of American
exploration. Perhaps the greatest
advantage Lewis and Clark enjoyed
in the eyes of posterity was that their
expedition was conceived and spon
sored by that revered founding fa
ther Jefferson, whereas Pike's ven
ture was set in motion by one of
America's more disreputable author
ity figures, General James Wilkin
son.

Not only was Wilkinson a spy in
the service of Spain-a rival power
that nearly went to war with the
U.S. while Wilkinson was entrusted
with the defense of the newly ac
quired Louisiana Territory-but he
also conspired with former vice
president Aaron Burr to carry out a
filibuster or coup of some sort in the
Southwest around the time that Pike
embarked on his expedition. Burr's
accusers claimed he had treasonous
designs on American territory, but
he was acquitted of treason in fed
eral court in 1807 after Wilkinson
turned on him and testified for the
prosecution. (As a cooperative wit
ness, Wilkinson faced no charges
himself, but his already blemished
reputation was further tarnished.)
In the same trial, Burr was also ac
quitted of the lesser charge oflevying
war against Spain, a nation with
which the U.S. remained officially at
peace. Yet evidence suggests that he
and Wilkinson indeed had hostile de
signs on Spanish territory.

Disclosure of the Burr-Wilkinson
conspiracy aroused suspicions in
some quarters that Pike and his
Southwestern expedition were part
of that plot. Those suspicions were
seemingly laid to rest when Secre-
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tary of War Henry Dearborn de
clared in writing that he had been in
formed by Wilkinson of Pike's recon
naissance and that President Jeffer
son knew and approved of the expe
dition and its results. Pike's subse
quent death in battle in 1813, while
leading troops against the British as
a brigadier general, confirmed his
patriotism and argued against the
idea that he would knowingly have
accepted any assignment from Wilk
inson contrary to the interests of his
country and his duties as an officer.
Yet charges to that effect resurfaced
after his death and remain current to
this day-as demonstrated by a re
cent book by M. R. Montgomery enti
tled Jefferson and the Gun-Men,
which accuses Pike of playing "a ma
jor part in the Burr-Wilkinson plot."
(The quote is from the book's cover
and accurately reflects its contents.)

To say that Pike was party to the
Burr-Wilkinson conspiracy is a seri
ous charge, and the burden of proof
rests with his accusers. In reviewing
the literature on Pike and his South
western expedition, I have seen
nothing that comes close to meeting
that burden. The case against Pike
rests on slender and ambiguous evi
dence, open to varying interpreta
tions. Indeed, there is no conclusive
evidence that Wilkinson had a con
spiratorial motive for sending Pike
on his mission. An acquaintance tes
tified that Wilkinson told him
shortly before the Southwestern ex
pedition began that he had his own
reasons for organizing it-a motive of
which Pike was "as yet ignorant"
but Wilkinson made no mention of
his conspiracy with Burr.1 And in
any case, he was such an accom
plished liar that nothing he said can
be taken at face value. Wilkinson
was always seeking ways to profit
personally by his official business,
including selling American intelli
gence to his Spanish paymasters,
but much of the business he con
ducted was in the national interest
and this Southwestern venture was
no exception. Conspiratorial views of
Pike's expedition must contend with
the indisputable fact that it served
Jefferson's goal of exploring the lim
its of the Louisiana Purchase and as
serting the nation's claim to that dis
puted territory.

Perhaps the strongest argument
to be made in Pike's favor is that a
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number of historians and editors
who have carefully scrutinized the
documents relating to his South
western expedition have concluded
that his actions were entirely in
keeping with Wilkinson's unobjec
tionable written orders-which were
to seek out various Plains tribes and
encourage them to remain peaceful
and recognize American authority,
to reach the headwaters of the Ar
kansas and Red rivers (which meant
probing the limits of the Louisiana
Purchase in defiance of Spanish
claims), and to avoid provoking
Spanish forces if he encountered
them. Wilkinson acknowledged that
fulfilling these orders would likely
bring Pike "approximate to the set
tlements of New Mexico"a and he did
not have to remind Pike that his du
ties as leader of a military reconnais
sance included gathering intelli
gence that might be of use to the
army if the territorial dispute be
tween the U.S. and Spain led to war
and American forces set out to in
vade New Mexico. Pike conceded as
much in his journal by admitting
that when Dr. John Robinson, the
party's physician and an associate of
Wilkinson's, left the expedition in
February 1807 and traveled alone to
Santa Fe on the pretense of conduct
ing private business, he was in fact
seeking to "gain a knowledge of the
country. ,,3

But did Pike himself knowingly
enter Spanish territory with the in
tention of spying? Was he telling the
truth when he said that he believed
the stockade he and his men built in
early February (along the Conejos
River in what is now southern Colo
rado) was on a branch of the Red
River and thus within the bounds of
American territory as defined by the
Louisiana Purchase'? Pike's critics
have long contended that he must
have known he was in fact on a
branch of the Rio Grande and thus
within Spanish territory, and some
have taken his statements to the
contrary as proof of his deviousness
and his complicity in the Burr
Wilkinson plot-an argument that
overlooks the possibility he ventured
deliberately into Spanish territory
not to further any conspiracy but to
gather intelligence that might be of
service to his country in its relations
with Spain, come war or peace. We
may never know the truth of the
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matter, but the evidence suggests
that Pike had ample grounds for be
lieving mistakenly that the Red
River originated in the Rockies north
of Santa Fe and that he was sincere
in denying any intention of straying
beyond the limits of American terri
tory.

That is the conclusion of the late
Donald Jackson, editor of Pike's pa
pers, who remains our leading
authority on the Southwestern expe
dition. Jackson's assessment that
Pike's account of the journey was es
sentially truthful confirmed the
judgments of other astute editors
and historians, including Archer
Butler Hulbert, Harvey L. Carter,
and biographer W. Eugene Hollon.
These authors might be called de
fenders of Pike, but they did not seek
to lionize him or deny his shortcom
ings. Hulbert, for example, in a spir
ited essay published in 1932, charac
terizes Pike as "an ambitious, over
zealous youth, itching for fame. ,,4 Yet
Hulbert also observes that Pike's
"verbal, sophomoric flourishings a La
miLitaire" were typical of "what
might have been found in almost any
western army officer's journal in
these days of troublesome joint own
ership of the Mississippi River. ,,5

This was, after all, the age of Napo
leon, and for a young American offi
cer like Pike (just 27 when he em
barked on his Southwestern expedi
tion) Napoleonic dreams of glory
were intensified by a brash patriot
ism that took for granted the right of
the U.S. to assert its sweeping terri
torial claims at the expense of other
nations.

The dominant image of Pike that
emerges from his own writings is not
of a conspirator concealing his true
intentions but of a transparent
American expansionist who had no
intention of being deflected from his
duty by hostile Indians, suspicious
Spaniards, or natural obstacles. One
might well call Pike rash and
overzealous for continuing on up the
Arkansas into the Rockies in late
1806 as winter approached-an ad
vance that exposed his lightly-clad
men to fearful hardship. But aside
from his hankering for fame as an
explorer, Pike regarded his mission
as a matter ofsome urgency in Amer
ica's ongoing dispute with Spain.
The two nations nearly came to
blows along the Texas-Louisiana
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border while Pike was away on his
expedition. Had he returned that
winter without fulfilling his orders,
only to find his country at war with
Spain, he might well have been con
sidered derelict in his duty.

One unfortunate consequence of
the Burr-Wilkinson controversy has
been to divert attention from a larger
and more important issue raised by
Pike's Southwestern expedition.
Pike may have been acting strictly in
the national interest-and I believe
he was-but how strong was the na
tion's claim to the country he ex
plored? Spanish authorities had two
powerful objections to American
claims under the Louisiana Pur
chase. In the first place, they pointed
out that Spain, after receiving Lou
isiana from France by cession in
1762, had retroceded the province to
Napoleon in 1800 on condition that
the territory not be transferred to a
third party without Spanish consent.
Napoleon had not obtained that con
sent before selling Louisiana to the
U.S. in 1803, and Spain thus consid
ered the deal invalid. Beyond that,
Spanish authorities denied that
French Louisiana had ever extended
very far west of the Mississippi and
the French settlements along that
river. 6 To be sure, French traders
and explorers had ventured far up
the Missouri and other tributaries of
the Mississippi and traveled across
the Plains as far as Santa Fe. But
Spanish officials felt they had sur
passed the French through their own
explorations of the region and by
forging ties with Comanches, Pawn
ees, and other Plains Indians. On
balance, Spain's claim to the country
traversed by Pike between present
day Missouri and New Mexico was
stronger than the American claim
acquired from France. Stronger still
was the claim of the Indian nations
that occupied this land and re
mained its rightful masters, not
withstanding their occasional will
ingness to recognize white men from
one country or another as friends or
"fathers."

Of course, Pike believed in the va
lidity of the claim he was staking
out. Even before the Louisiana Pur
chase, many Americans felt they had
an inherent right to expand across
the continent, regardless of the prior
claims of other nations or peoples.
And in asserting that presumed
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right, Americans like Pike were little
different from the Spanish conquis
tadores of old who laid claim to New
Mexico and the Plains beyond-<lr ex
pansive tribal groups like the Co
manches who invaded the region and
vied with resident Indians for terri
tory. This was a land of relentless
competition, and Anglo-Americans
were simply the latest contestants to
enter the arena.

That Pike was trespassing on for
eign ground while claiming in all
earnestness to be reconnoitering his
own country in no way detracts from
the significance of his expedition or
the value of his account. His journal,
partly reconstructed after he re
turned from the expedition, is not al
ways easy to follow and has often ex
asperated unsympathetic readers.
One critic, John Upton Terrell, has
labeled his account "poorly organ
ized, unreliable, deceptive, inaccu
rate, carelessly prepared, lacking in
essential details, scientifically and
geographically incorrect, and in
many places completely dishonest. ,,7

Pike's defenders, on the other
hand, consider the confusion in his
account to be an honest reflection of
a hastily assembled expedition for
which Pike and his men were ill pre
pared. They find it understandable
that he was often unsure of his
whereabouts during the grueling or
deal between his ascent into the
Rockies in December 1806 and his
capture by Spanish troops at his
stockade near the Rio Grande in late
February. And they argue that mis
placed concerns about Pike's motives
have blinded critics to his powers as
an observer and his vital contribu
tion to the literature of American ex
ploration. In the words of Archer
Hulbert: "Is it not important that he,
first ofAmericans, describes the lush
and beautiful Kansas lowlands-or at
least as important as any hocus
pocus about General Wilkinson's re
lations with the British minister? ...
Is it not impressive that Pike first
pictures for us the old Santa Fe trail,
almost a generation before Brown
and Sibley surveyed it-but who men·
tions this when Wilkinson's alleged
'secret instructions' to Pike can be
made the subject of spinal-column
tickling gossip? ... Is not beautiful
South Park; the black grandeur of
the Royal Gorge; the ineffable glory
of the Sangre de Cristo Range and
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the majesty of the San Luis Valley,
first described for Americans in
Pike's pages?'.a

The sheer scope of this pioneering
journey, undertaken by Pike and his
men under forbidding circum
stances, makes their expedition well
worth commemorating. And that
commemoration need not imply an
endorsement of Anglo-American
claims or accomplishments over
those of Spanish Americans or Na
tive Americans. To the contrary,
Pike's journey warrants further
study precisely because it marks the
moment when the Spanish and
tribal cultures of the Southwest be
gan to impress themselves forcefully
on the American consciousness. Pike
had no diplomatic training, and he
was sometimes overbearing in his
dealings with those he met with on
his journey, such as the Pawnees
along the Republican River. But like
the Santa Fe traders who followed in
his wake, he found that he could not
rely solely on bluster or shows of
force in reckoning with rival powers.
He had to negotiate with those for
midable competitors, and in the pro
cess he began to appreciate their
strengths and capacities.

To explore the revealing literature
of Pike's Southwestern expedition is
to leave behind the misleading no
tion that the U.s. more than doubled
its territory in 1803 simply by pur
chasing Louisiana from France. In
fact, as Pike and his men discovered,
the American title to Louisiana
meant little or nothing to those who
inhabited the vast expanse between
the Mississippi and the Rockies.
Much of the ground between St.
Louis and Santa Fe would have to be
purchased anew by American sol
diers, traders, and settlers through
complex and sometimes violent. ex
changes with people of other natIOns
whose claims to the region were deep
and abiding.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
[Editor's Note: Many of these items
are no longer in print. Most are avail
able in university and larger public
libraries. Used copies of many items
are for sale. Check for availability at
<www.bookfinder.com>.}
A. Editions ofPike's Journals:
1810: An Account of Expeditions to

the Sources of the Mississippi, and
through the Western Parts of Lou-
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isiana, to the Sources ofthe ArkaTlr
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WITH ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE THROUGH PUEBLO COUNTY, COLORADO
by Peyton O. Abbott

[Peyton Abbott, Pueblo, CO, is a char
ter member of 8FTA. His attempt to
trace Pike's route and locate camp
sites in Pueblo County is what the Bi
centennial Commission is doing for
the entire expedition. Anyone who
wishes to volunteer to work on this
project is welcome.}

IT was obvious from the start that
the original plan was not going to
work. It had been my intention to fol
low Pike, campsite to campsite,
through Pueblo County using his
map. I Pike had surveyed his way up
the Arkansas using, among other
methods, satellites to establish lon
gitude. I thought it would be inter
esting to check his longitudes and
latitudes by a modern use of satel
lites. Pike had used a different prime
meridian from that used by my GPS,
probably Washington D.C., as that
was the prime advocated by then
President Thomas Jefferson, but
that could be accounted for. So at the
confluence of the Arkansas and
Fountain Creek I stood waiting for at
least four of the 24 or so Global Posi
tioning System (GPS) navigation
satellites to lock in. These of course
were not the satellites used by Pike.
His were the four major satellites of
Jupiter, the Galilean moons. By
knowing the time of their immer
gence and emergence with the planet
at the prime meridian and observing
the time of these occurrences at his
location he was able to determine the
distance from the prime meridian as
each hour difference is equal to ex
actly 15 degrees difference in longi
tude.

The GPS location, when checked
against the USGS 7.5 minute North
east Pueblo quad map, read 38° 15' N
and 104° 35' W.2 Pike's location, as
near as I could estimate it, was 40°
11' Nand 32° 40' W. Even allowing
for the 77+° difference in longitude
between the use of the Washington
meridian and the Greenwich merid
ian, this was too much to make the
GPS useful. The map shows a dotted
line for the route of Pike's party and
a small x for each encampment. The
text of the diary often gives the mile
age covered each day by the party
and, though the map and the text
could not always be reconciled, it
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was this combination used in follow
ing Pike's party through the county.

Pike can hardly be faulted for the
discrepancies in latitude and longi
tude. Don Nemesio Salcedo, Com
mandant-General of the Interior
Provinces in Chihuahua, New Spain,
had confiscated Pike's meteorologi
cal tables and other notes. And it was
only by use of courses and distances
copied by Dr. John Robinson, also of
Pike's party, that Pike was able to re
produce his chart.3

On the evening of November 23,
1806, Pike and his party camped at a
spot he called the "grand forks,"
which on the map is clearly the con
fluence of the Arkansas River and
Fountain Creek. The party had trav
eled 19 miles that day. The day bef
ore, Saturday, November 22, Pike re
corded 17 miles oftravel. Ifwe accept
these estimates of distance traveled
it would put the party's encampment
on the night of the 21st somewhere
just east of present-day Fowler. No
vember 22 was chosen for the day
Pike entered Pueblo County.

The party, traveling on the south
side of the river, had gone about five
miles from the previous night's camp
and had dropped down off the prairie
into the river bottoms when they en
countered a band of 60 Pawnees who
were returning from an unsuccessful
search for their enemies, the Tetaus
(Comanches).4 Outnumbered 60 to
16, it was a nervous time for Pike
and his men. Though the Indians
were not hostile, Pike was well
aware that, as he put it, an "unsuc
cessful war party on their return
home, are always ready to embrace
an opportunity, of gratifying their
disappointed vengeance, on the first
persons they meet." Pike was able to
placate the Pawnees with a few gifts,
but lost many small items to theft in
the process.

Though not mentioned in the di
ary entry for the 22nd, the map indi
cates that the party had passed the
Second Fork, apparently the Huer
fano River, and a Spanish campsite.
The Spanish campsite was that of
Lieutenant Facundo Melgares who,
with a troop of 600 men, had been
sent out from Santa Fe to explore
and examine the country northeast
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to the Missouri River as the Spanish
did not recognize France's right to
the Louisiana Territory or its sale to
the Americans. They were also to
meet with Indian tribes and per
suade them to reject overtures from
the U.S. Melgares was also to watch
for Pike's party and turn them back
or arrest them. The Melgares party
was in present Kansas and visited a
Pawnee village in present Nebraska
a month ahead of Pike. They re
turned to Santa Fe in October. Pike
had been essentially following their
return route from the center of pres
ent Kansas. Pike later met Melgares
in Santa Fe and, from his comments,
the two developed a high mutual re
spect.

On November 23 the party, still on
the south side of the Arkansas,
crossed the Third Fork, apparently
the Saint Charles River, and stopped
near another deserted Spanish camp
at the mouth of the north fork, Foun
tain Creek. Here Pike decided to put
the party in a defensible situation
and to go up the Fountain and climb
to the high point of the blue moun
tain, later named Pikes Peak. He felt
he could make the round trip in a
day's march.

During the morning of November
24 a breastwork of 14 logs was
erected. The logs formed walls five
feet high on three sides with the
fourth side against the river. The
map shows the breastworks on the
south side of the river just upstream
from the confluence with the Foun
tain.

The four making the side trip to
"high peak of the blue mountain" or
"Grand Peak" as Pike termed the
mountain later named for him were
Captain Pike, Dr. Robinson, and pri
vates John Brown and Theodore
Miller. The trip took considerably
more than the one-day allotted. The
group left the breastworks on No
vember 24 and did not return until
the 29th. They reported hiking 12
miles the first day and camping be
neath a lone pine on the dry prairie.
On the second night out, after a hike
of 22 miles, they camped at some
springs in an otherwise dry stream
at the foot of the mountains. Here
they left their gear and on the third
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day began climbing the mountain.
After climbing all day they camped
in a cave, and upon awakening the
following day found themselves un
der a clear sky looking down on a
blanket of clouds below. They contin
ued climbing to the peak of this
mountain only to find they were still
what Pike estimated to be 15 or 16
miles south of his Grand Peak. Due
to considerations of time and
weather-their thermometer regis
tered four degrees below zero-they
decided to turn back. Back at the
camp at the foot of the mountain
they found all of the gear they had
left, but ravens had destroyed all
their provisions. That night they
camped under a sheltering ledge and
dined on a single partridge and the
single deer rib the ravens had left.
Pike noted that it was their first
meal in 48 hours. The following day
they proceeded straight down the
creek. That day they shot two buffalo
and enjoyed the first full meal they
had eaten in three days. Pike noted
that the place they picked to camp,
again under a sheltering rock, was
as he termed it "very rich, and cov
ered with old Tetau camps." On Sat
urday, November 29, they arrived
back at the camp on the Arkansas
where the rest of their party awaited
them.

Pike's map shows only a general
loop north from the breastworks
camp up toward the "highest peak." I
can make out only two of the small x
marks that denote encampments
and can assume the top of the loop,
which is indicated to be on a ridge of
mountains, would be the cave where
a night was spent. There should be
one more x at the base of the moun
tains where two nights were spent.
Elliot Coues (see footnote 1) gives
much space in his footnotes to this
side trip.5 He has them starting out
up the Fountain but quickly aban
doning that course for one on the di
vide between the Fountain and Tur
key creeks. He identifies the dry
creek where Pike found a spring as a
headwater stream of Turkey Creek.
He suggests that the mountain Pike
actually climbed was Cheyenne
Peak, and has the party traveling
down Turkey Creek to rejoin the
main group. Donald Jackson (see
footnote 1) disputes this being the
mountain, citing identification by ll>
cal investigators of Black Mountain
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or Blue Mountain being the one
climbed. Jackson points out, how
ever, as Pikes Peak is not . ble
from either of those two heights,
Pike must have actually been view
ing Almagre Mountain when he de
cided to return to camp. Coues closes
his footnote by stating: "I think this
was probably the route; but do not
see that we have the data to estab
lish the fact." For this reason and a
couple ofother reasons (the necessity
of crossing Fort Carson firing range
and the fact that the north part of
the trip is outside Pueblo County), I
decided to forego the side trip.

On Sunday, November 30, the
party broke camp and by 11:00 a.m.
were on their way up the river. Pike,
Dr. Robinson, and the interpreter,
Baronet (Baroney) Vasquez, went to
view a Tetau encampment. Pike esti
mated it to not have been occupied
for about two years and, "from the
their having cut down so large a
quantity of trees to support their
horses" he concluded the encamp
ment must have included at least a
thousand persons. It would be great
to know just where this large Co
manche campsite was located. Pike
did not mention on which side of the
river it laid. It could have been where
downtown Pueblo now stands or in
the large field between the Pueblo
Nature Center and the Rock Canyon
Recreation Area or even in the rec
reation area itself where the swim
ming pool now exists. It really does
not make much difference as Pike
goes on to say that they passed sev
eral more of these abandoned camp
sites during the day, so any or per
haps all these areas could have con
tained an Indian encampment. Pike
also reported passing the site of a
Spanish camp on this day as well. He
reported traveling 15 miles for the
day.

Monday, December 1, was bad, a
violent snowstorm. The party, except
for one hunter who killed nothing,
remained in camp. Magpies were at
tacking the sores on the backs of the
horses. This camp was probably at
the mouth of Boggs Creek or Rock
Creek.6

On December 2 Pike's party
marched two miles and found it nec
essary to cross to the north side of
the river. Coues has them crossing at
around Swallows/ but that would
put them above the mouth of Turkey
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Creek and the map shows clearly
they crossed below Turkey Creek
and crossed that creek on their prog
ress along the north side of the river.
The stream shown on Pike's map is
the one encountered on the side trip
to the peak and is thought to be Tur
key Creek. However there are only
two major streams shown on the
north side in this reach of the river,
so Pike may have mistaken the
mouth ofBeaver Creek for the mouth
of Turkey Creek and mapped it that
way. Were they traveling on the
south side of the river, as Coues be
lieved, he might well have not no
ticed the passing of Turkey Creek.
Why they felt they had to cross to the
north side of the river I don't know;
the map indicates that the Melgares
party had continued west on the
south side of the river. Pike on this
day remarks of the extreme cold, 170

below zero, and the killing of a buf
falo. They also had to send a man af
ter a runaway horse. They traveled
13 miles. Coues believed this camp to
be near Carlisle Springs.

On December 3 the party re
mained in the encampment awaiting
the men sent to retrieve the runaway
horse. While waiting, Pike and Rob
inson tried, with poor results it turns
out, to measure the altitude of Pikes
Peak. Pike reported that the weather
had moderated to 30 below zero and
that two buffalo were killed in order
to make moccasins from their hides.

On December 4 they started out at
5:00 o'clock and marched 20 miles,
which would have put them well out
of Pueblo County, thus ending my
self-assigned odyssey.

At no place over the past days
could I stand on a spot and say for
sure: "Here is the place that Zebulon
Pike did such and such." There is
some frustration in that. It would
have been nice to know exactly
where the Comanche camps were lo
cated or where Pike's breastworks
stood. On the other hand, now when
I look from the north part of Pueblo
toward Pikes Peak I can squint my
eyes, blank out any recent develop
ment in the foreground, and know
I'm seeing the same sight Pike saw
during that cold winter almost 200
years ago. And as I stroll through the
cottonwoods lining the river bottoms
between the Pueblo Nature center
and Pueblo Dam it is easy to imagine
the tipis of a large "Tetau" camp.
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And I can almost hear the hoofbeats
of a large Spanish reconnaissance
party wending their way west up the
south side of the Arkansas River.
NOTES

1. The map. A Chart ot the Internal Part of
Louisiana. Plate II found in Volume II of
The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike. edited by Elliot! Coues (1895; re
print. New York: Dover Publications.
1987), presently out of print. can also be
found in Pike's original 1810 pUblication
of a rather long name published under
the name Sources of the Mississippi and
the Western Louisiana Territory by
Readex Microprint Corporation in 1966.
II can also be found in Volume 1 of The
Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike.
with Letters and Related Documents.
edited and annotated by Donald Jack 
son (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press. 1966). The mop is available on the
Internet tram the Library of Congress at
the following address: <ht!p://memory.
loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.
html>.

2. The GPS actually reads degrees. minutes.
and seconds. each second represent
ing around 80 feet at this latitude. The lo
cation is cited only to minutes as that
was the nearest I could estimate on
Pike's map. Also. no care was taken to
get exactly at the confluence as the
course of the two streams has no doubt
wandered all over the immediote area
during the last two centuries. See the
map in the U.S. Geological Survey Bulle 
tin 1262, General and Engineering Geol
ogy of the Northern Part at Pueblo Colo
rado. by Glenn R. Scot!. for the locations
of the 1870. 1921, and present Arkansas
River channels through downtown
Pueblo,

3. See Pike's let!er of July 5. 1807. to General
James Wilkinson. in the books cited in
note 1 above. That Pike's astronomical
observations were more precise than
those indicated by the chart mentioned
in note 1above can be seen on Plate 48
of volume 1 of the Journals edited by
Jackson. where. near present Canon
City, Pike noted the latitude to be 37° 59'
only an error of about 27'. In volume 2 of
Jackson's publication is A Map of the In
fema� Provinces of New Spain by Pike.
the topmost part of which shows the
confluence of the Arkansas River and
Fountain Creek and which is plot!ed at
about 39° 20' Nand 104° 48' W. On this
map Pike used Greenwich as the princi 
pal meridian. This mop was probably
drafted some time after Jefferson left of 
fice.

4. Pike mentions the Tetaus in numerous
places in his journal. Coues states that
this is a misprint for Tetans. and that a
mistake of letans or Comanches.

5, Coues's footnotes, which describe the
area as he found it in the 1890s. are inter
esting themselves. I have been particu 
larly intrigued by the following statement
at the end of a long footnote on what is
now called Fort Pueblo: "For a long time
there was also an adobe tower or look 
out on top of the hill. about the present
intersection of Second and Summit
streets; but it has entirely disappeared." I
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have been seeking information on this
adobe tower for some time now with no
success.

6. All the major creeks entering the Arkan
sas from the south in this reach of the
river are not shown on Pike's map. They
are Boggs. Rock. Peck. Rush. and Red
creeks. the latter intermittent. Only three
unnamed streams are shown. There is
another shown at the bose of the moun 
tains. which undoubtedly is Hardscrab 
ble Creek.

7. The site of the community of Swallows is
now usually under the waters of Pueblo
Reservoir. Swallows Cemetery remains
on the terrace above and slightly down 
stream.

COLORADO SPRINGS PIO
NEER MUSEUM PLANS FOR

PIKE BICENTENNIAL
by Matt Mayberry

[Mayberry is director of the Colorado
Springs Pioneer Museum. The Pike
Bicentennial Commission plans to
coordinate events with activities in
Colorado Springs.}

THE Colorado Springs Pioneers
Museum (CSPM) is in the process of
planning activities to mark the
200th anniversary of the Zebulon
Montgomery Pike Expedition in
2006. Late last year a proposal was
submitted to the US Postal Service
for a stamp commemorating the bi
centennial. For 2006, a fine art ex
hibit is planned utilizing paintings
from the CSPM collection, from mu
seums around the county, and in pri
vate collections. Another exhibit will
address Pike-related kitsch, such
things as snow globes, medals, and
similar tourist items associated with
the man and the mountain.

The key element of this yearlong
observance will be a scholarly ex
hibit that reexamines the purpose,
results, and long-term impact of this
expedition. The Museum's consult
ants for this project are the country's
two premiere scholars of western ex
ploration, James Rondo and John
Loan Allen.

Professor Rondo is the H. G. Barn
yard Chair in Western American
History at the University of Tulsa.
His numerous publications include
Lewis and Clark Among the Indians,
Voyages ofDiscovery, and Jefferson's
West. Professor Allen is the chair of
the Geography Department at the
University of Wyoming and has pub
lished many books and essays on
western exploration, including Lew
is and Clark and the Image of the
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American West. Both have consulted
with museums across the country re
garding exhibit design and content.

The Museum will be raising funds
to help cover the costs of research
and planning for this exhibition. The
CSPM was recently selected for the
2003 Public Programming Award
from the Charles Reed Center for
Western Studies, which is based at
Bright Young University.

For more information about these
plans and other museum activities,
please contact the CSPM at 719-385
5990 or online at< www.cspm.org>.

PIKE'S JOURNAL, PART I
Introduction

THIS begins a serial reprint of
Pike's journal of "an expedition to ex
plore the internal parts ofLouisiana,
1806-1807." It should be noted that
some of Pike's records were confis
cated when he was under arrest in
Mexico, and some portions of his
journal had to be reconstructed from
memory. This was originally pub
lished in 1810, with several later edi
tions, the two most important being
Elliott Coues, ed., Expeditions of Ze
bulon Montgomery Pike, 3 vols. (New
York: Francis P. Harper, 1895), reis
sued in two volumes (Minneapolis:
Ross & Haines, 1965) and Donald
Jackson, ed., The Journals of Zebu
lon Montgomery Pike, with Letters
and Related Documents, 2 vols. (Nor
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
1966), both sets of which contain
much additional information, rec
ords, and notes in addition to Pike's
diaries.

This series contains Pike's journal
of the expedition, as first published.
Serious students are encouraged to
see annotated editions by Coues and
Jackson for supplementary material.
For the identity of those who made
up Pike's exploring party, see Don
ald Jackson, "Zebulon Pike's Damn
ed Rascals," Wagon Tracks (Febru
ary 2003): 5-7.

Zebulon Montgomery Pike, a lieu
tenant in the First Infantry, led an
exploring expedition in search of the
source of the Mississippi River in
1805-1806. Soon after his return to
St. Louis, in July 1806, General
James Wilkinson sent Lieutenant
Pike (promoted to captain a few
weeks later) on this venture, depart
ing from the military post of Belle
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Fontaine near St. Louis. Pike fol
lowed portions of what became the
Santa Fe Trail, and the publication
of his journal stimulated merchants
to attempt to open trade with New
Mexico. Most of those who crossed
the plains to New Mexico, from the
ill-fated party led by Robert
McKnight in 1812 to William Beck
nell's successful trading venture in
1821, had either read or heard about
Pike's descriptions, including how to
get to Santa Fe. In this reprint, cor
rections, additions, and identifica
tions of persons and places appear in
brackets.
Instructions
Letter, James Wilkinson to Lt. Z. M.
Pike, St. Louis, June 24, 1806.
Sir,

You are to proceed without delay
to the cantonment on the Missouri,
where you are to embark the late Os
age captives, and the deputation re
cently returned from Washington,
with their presents and baggage,
and are to transport the whole up the
Missouri and Osage rivers to the
town of the Grand Osage.

The safe delivery of this charge at
the point of destination, constitutes
the primary object of your expedi
tion, and therefore you are to move
with such caution as may prevent
surprise from any hostile band, and
are to repel with your utmost force
any outrage which may be at
tempted.

Having safely deposited your pas
sengers and their property, you are
to turn your attention to the accom
plishment of a permanent peace be
tween the Kanses and Osage na
tions, for which purpose you must ef
fect a meeting between the head
chiefs of those nations, and are to
employ such arguments, deduced
from their own obvious interests, as
well as the inclinations, desires, and
commands of the president of the
United Sates, as may facilitate your
purpose and accomplish the end.

A third object of considerable
magnitude will then claim your con
sideration. It is to effect an interview
and establish a good understanding
with the Yanctons, Tetaus, or Cama
ches. For this purpose you must in
terest White Hair, of the Grand Os
age, with whom and a suitable depu
tation you will visit the Panis repub
lic, where you may find interpreters,
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and inform yourself of the most feasi
ble plan, by which to bring the Ca
manches to a conference.-Should you
succeed in this attempt (and no
pains must be spared to effect it), you
will endeavor to make peace between
that distant powerful nation, and the
nations which inhabit the country
between us and them, particularly
the Osage; and finally you will en
deavor to induce eight or ten of their
distinguished chiefs, to make a visit
to the seat of government next Sep
tember, and you may attch to this
deputation four or five Panis, and
the same number of Kanses chiefs.
As your interview with the Caman
ches will probably lead you to the
head branches of the Arkansaw and
Red rivers, you may find yourself ap
proximated to the settlements of
New Mexico, and there it will be nec
essary you should move with great
circumspection, to keep clear of any
hunting or reconnoitring parties
from that province, and to prevent
alarm or offence; because the affairs
of Spain and the United States, ap
pear to be on the point of amicable
adjustment, and moveover it is the
desire of the president, to cultivate
the friendship and harmonious in
tercourse of all the nations of the
earth, and particularly our near
neighbors the Spaniards.

In the course of your tour, you are
to remark particularly upon the geo
graphical structure, the natural his
tory and population of the country
through which you may pass, taking
particular care to collect and pre
serve specimens of every thing curi
ous in the mineral or botanical
worlds, which can be preserved and
are portable. Let your courses be
regulated by you compass, and you
distances by your watch, to be noted
in a field-book, and I would advise
you when circumstances permit, to
protract and lay down in a separate
book the march of the day at every
evening's halt.

The instruments, which I have
furnished you, will enable you to as
certain the variation of the magnetic
needle and the latitude with exacti
tude; and at every remarkable point,
I wish you to employ your telescope
in observing the eclipses of Jupiter's
satellites, having previous regulated
and adjusted your watch by your
quadrant, taking care to note with
great nicety the periods of immer-
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sions and emersions of the eclipsed
satellites. These observations may
enable us after your return, byappli
cation to the appropriate tables,
which I cannot now furnish you, to
ascertain the longitude.

It is an object of much interest
with the executive, to ascertain the
direction, extent, and navigation of
the Arkansaw and Red river, as far,
therefore, as may be compatible with
these instructions and practicable to
the means you may command. I wish
you to carry your views to those sub
jects, and should circumstances con
spire to favor the enterprise, that
you may detach a party with a few
Osage to descent the Arkansaw un
der the orders of lieutenant Wilkin
son, or sergeant Ballinger, properly
instructed and equipped to take the
courses and distances, to remark on
the soil, timber, &c &c. and to note
the tributary streams. This party
will, after reaching our post on the
Arkansaw, descent to fort Adams
and there wait further orders; and
you yourself may descend the Red
river accompanied by a party of the
most respectable Camanches to the
post of Nachitoches, and there re
ceive further orders.

To disburse you necessary ex
pences and to aid your negotiations,
you are herewith furnished six hun
dred dollars worth of goods, for the
appropriation of which you are to
render a strict account, vouched by
documents to be attested by one of
your party.

Wishing you a safe and successful
expedition, I am, sir,

With much respect and esteem,
Your obedient servant,
James Wilkinson

Additional Instructions

Letter, Wilkinson to Pike, Canton
ment, Missouri, July 12, 1806.
Sir,

The health of the Osages being
now generally restored, and all
hopes of the speedy recovery of their
prisoners, from the hands of the Po
towatomies, being at an end, they
have become desirous to commence
their journey for their villages, you
are therefore to proceed to-morrow.
In addition to the instructions given
you on the 24th ultimo, I must re
quest you to have the talks under
cover delivered to White Hair and
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the Grand Peste, the chief 0 the Os
age band, which is settled on the wa
ters of the Arkansas, together with
the belts which accompany them.
You will also receive herewith a
small belt for the Panis and a large
one for he Tataus or Camanches.

Should you find it necessary, you
are to give orders to Maugraine the
resident interpreter at the Grand
Osage to attend you.

I beg you to take measures for the
security and safe return of your
boats from the Grand Osage to this
place.

Doctor Robinson will accompany
you as a volunteer. He will be fur
nished medicines, and for the accom
modations which you give him, he is
bound to attend your sick.

Should you discover any unli
censed traders in your route, or any
person from this territory, or from
the United States, without a proper
licence of passport, you are to arrest
such person or persons and dispose
of their property as the law directs.

My confidence in your caution and
discretion, has prevented my urging
you to be vigilant in guarding
against the stratagems and treach
ery of the Indians, holding yourself
above alarm or surprise, the compo
sition of your party, tough it be
small, will secure to you the respect
of an host of untutored savages.

You are to communicate from the
Grant Osage and from every other
practicable point, directly to the sec
retary of war, transmitting your let
ters to this place under cover, to the
commanding officer, or by any more
convenient route.

I wish you health and a successful
and honorable enterprise, and am,

Yours with friendship,
James Wilkinson

Pike's Journal

15th July, 1806, Tuesday.-We
sailed from the landing at Belle Fon
taine about 3 o'clock P.M., in two
boats. Our party consisted of two
lieutenants, one surgeon, one ser
jeant, two corporals, 16 privates and
one interpreter [A. F. Baronet
Vasquez, re ferred to by Pike as "Bar
oney''). We had also under our
charge, chiefs of the Osage and
Pawnees, who, with a number of
women and children, had been to
Washington. These Indians had
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been redeemed from captivity among
the Potowatomies, and were now to
be returned to their friends at the
Osage towns. The whole number of
Indians amounted to fifty one.

We ascended the river about six
miles, and encamped on the south
side behind an island. This day my
boat swung around twice; once when
we had a tow-rope on shore, which it
snaped off in an instant. The Indians
did not encamp with us at night. Dis
tance 6 miles.
16th July, Wednesday.-We rejoined
our red brethren at breakfast, after
which we again separated, and with
very severe labor arrived late in the
evening opposite the village of St.
Charles, where the Indians joined
us. Distance 15 miles.
17th July, Thursday.-We crossed
the river to learn if any communica
tions had arrived from St. Louis, and
if there was any news of other Indian
enemies of the Osages. Called at Mr.
James Morrison's and was intro
duced to a Mr. Henry (of New Jer
sey), about eight and twenty years of
age: he spoke a little Spanish and
French tolerably well: he wished to
go with me as a volunteer. From this
place I wrote letters back to Belle
Fontaine, whilst the Indians were
crossing the river. A man by the
name of Ramsay reported to the In
dians that 500 Sacs, Ioways, and
Reynards, were at the mouth of Big
Maniton. This gave them consider
able uneasiness, and it took me some
time to do away the impression made
upon them; for I by no means be
lieved it. We were about sailing
when my interpreter was arrested by
the sheriff, at the suit of Manuel de
Liza, for a debt between three and
four hundred dollars, and was
obliged to return to St. Louis. This
made it necessary for me to wri te an
other letter to the general. We en
camped about three-fourths of a mile
above the village.
18th July, Friday.-Lieutenant
Wilkinson and Dr. Robinson went
with the Indians across the country
to the village La Charette. Mr.
George Henry engaged, under oath,
to accompany me on my tour. Wrote
to the general, and inclosed him one
of Henry's engagements. After we
had made our little arrangements we
marched by land joined the boats
(which had sailed early) at twelve
o'clock. Two of the men being sick, I
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steered one boat and Mr. Henry the
other, by which means we were en
abled to keep employed our full com
plement of oars, although we put the
sick men on shore. Encamped on the
north side. About eleven o'clock at
night a tremendous thunder storm
arose and it continued to blow and
rain, with thunder and lightning,
until day. Distance 15 miles.
19th July, Saturday.-In conse
quence of the rain, we did not put off
until past nine o'clock; my sick men
marched. I had some reason to sus
pect, that one of them intended never
joining us again. At dinner time the
sick man of my own boat came on
board; I then went on board the
other, and we continued to run races
all day, and although this boat had
hitherto kept behind; yet I arrived at
the encamping ground with her,
nearly half an hour before the other.
The current not generally so strong
as below. Distance 14 miles.
20th July, Sunday.-Embarked
about sun-rise. Wishing to ascertain
the temperature of the water, I dis
covered my large thermometer to be
missing, which probably had fallen
into the river. Passed one settlement
on the north side, and, after turning
the point to the south, saw two more
houses on the south side. We en
camped in a long reach, which bore
north and west. The absentees had
not yet joined us. Distance 15 miles.
21st July, Monday.-It commenced
raining near day, and continued un
til 4 o'clock in the afternoon; the rain
was immensely heavy, with thunder
and lightning remarkably severe.
This obliged me to lay by; for, if we
proceeded with our boats, it neces
sarily exposed our baggage much
more than when at rest, as the tar
pauling could then cover all. We set
sail at a quarter past four o'clock,
and arrived at the village La
Charette a little after the dusk of the
evening, here we found lieutenant
Wilkinson and Dr. Robinson with the
Indians-also Baroney (our inter
preter) with letters from the general
and our friends. The weather still
continued cloudy, with rain. We were
received in the house of a Mr.
Chartron, and every accommodation
in his power offered us. Distance 6
miles.
22d July, Tuesday.-We arranged
our boats, dried our loading, and
wrote letters for Belle Fontaine.
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23d July, Wednesday.-I dispatched
an express to the general, with ad
vertisements relative to Kenner
man, the soldier who had deserted.
We embarked after breakfast, and
made good progress: lieutenant
Wilkinson steered one boat and I the
other, in order to detach all the men
on shore, with the Indians, that we
could spare. We crossed to the south
side, a little below Shepherd river.
Dr. Robinson killed a deer, which
was the first killed by the party. Dis
tance 13 miles.
24th July, Thursday.-We em
barked at half past six o'clock. Very
foggy The Indians accompanied by
only three of my people. Lieutenant
Wilkinson being a little indisposed, I
was obliged to let Baroney steer his
boat. We made an excellent day's
journey, and encamped five miles
from the Gasconade river. Killed
three deer, one bear, and three
turkies. But three or four of the Indi
ans arrived; the others encamped a
small distance below. Distance 18
miles.
25th July, Friday.-We embarked at
half past 6 o'clock, and arrived at the
entrance of the Gasconade river half
past eight o'clock, at which place I
determined to remain the day, as my
Indians and foot people were yet in
the rear, and they had complained to
me of being without shoes, leggins,
&c. One of our Pawnees did not ar
rive until late; the other had commu
nicated his suspicions to me that the
Oto, who was in company, had killed
him: he acknowledged that he pro
posed to him to take out their bag
gage, and return to St. Louis. The
real occasion of his absence, how
ever, was his having followed a large
fresh trace up the Gasconade a con
siderable distance; but finding it led
from the Missouri, he examined it
and discovered horses to have been
on it, he then left it, joined our's, and
came in. This being generally the
route taken by the Potowatomies,
when they go to war against the Os
age, it occasioned some alarm. Every
morning we were awoke by the
mourning of the savages, who com
menced crying about daylight, and
continued for the space of an hour. I
made enquiry of my interpreter with
respect to this, who informed me
that this was a custom not only with
those who had recently lost their
relatives, but also with others who
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recalled to mind the loss of some
friend, dead long since, and joined
the other mourners purely from sym
pathy. They appeared extremely af
fected, tears ran down their cheeks,
and they sobbed bitterly; but in a mo
ment they dry their cheeks and they
cease their cries. Their songs of grief
generally run thus: "My dear father
exists no long; have pity on me, 0
Great Spirit! you see I cry forever;
dry my tears and give me comfort."
The warriors' songs are thus: "Our
enemies have slain my father (or
mother); he is lost to me and his fam
ily; I pray to you, 0 Master of Life! to
preserve me until I revenge his
death, and then do with me as thou
pleaseth." Distance 5 miles.
26th July, Saturday.-We com
menced at 5 o'clock to ferry the Indi
ans over the Gasconade, and left the
entrance of this river at half past 6
o'clock in the afternoon. Met five
Frenchmen, who informed us that
they had just left the Osage river,
and that it was so low they could not
ascend it with their canoe. We wrote
letters, and sent them back by them.
Dr. Robinson, Baroney, Sparks, and
all the Indians encamped about one
league above us. Killed one bear, two
deer, one otter, three turkies, and
one racoon. Distance 15 miles.
27th July, Sunday.-We embarked
at half past five o'clock, and arrived
at the Indians' camp at 7 o'clock.
They had been alarmed the day bef
ore, and in the evening sent men
back in the trace, and some of the
chiefs sat up all night. Breakfasted
with them. About half past three
o'clock encamped in sight of the Os
age river. There being every appear
ance of rain, we halted thus early in
order to give the Indians time to pre
pare temporary camps, and to secure
our baggage. I went out to hunt, and
firing at a deer, near two of the Indi
ans who were in the woods, they
knew the difference of the report of
my rifle from their guns, were
alarmed, and immediately retired to
camp. Distance 13 miles.
28th July, Monday.-Embarked at
half past 5 o'clock, and at half past 10
arrived in the Osage river, where we
stopped, discharged our guns,
bathed, &c. We then proceeded on
about six miles, where we waited for
and crossed the Indians to the west
shore, and then proceeded on to the
first island, and encamped on the
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west side. Sans Oreille andfour or
five young men only, coming up, the
rest encamping some distance be
hind. Killed one deer and one turkey.
Distance 19 miles.
29th July, Tuesday.-All the Indians
arrived very early and the Big Sol
dier, whom I had appointed the offi
cer to regulate the march, was much
displeased that Sans Oreille and the
others had left him, and said for that
reason he would not suffer any
woman to go in the boat and by that
means separate the party; but in
truth it was from jealousy of the men
whose women went in the boats. He
began by flogging one of the young
men and was about to strike Sans
Oreille's wife, but was stopped by
him and told that he knew he had
done wrong, but the women were in
nocent. We then crossed them and
embarked at half past eight o'clock.
About twelve o'clock we found the In
dians rafting the river, when the
first chief of the Little Osage, called
Tuttasuggy (or Wind) told me that
the man whom Big Soldier stuck had
not yet arrived with his wife, "but
that he would threw them away." As
I knew he was extremely mortified at
the dissensions which appeared to
reign amongst them. I told him by no
means,-that one of my boats should
wait for the woman and her child,
but that the man might go to the
devil, as punishment for his insubor
dination.

I then left Baroney with one boat,
and proceeded with the other. We
were called ashore by three young
Indians, who had killed some deer,
and, on putting them on board, gave
them about one or two gills of whis
key, which intoxicated all of them. It
commenced raining about one
o'clock, and continued incessantly
for three hours, which obliged us to
stop and encamp. One of our men
(Miller) lost himself and did not ar
rive until after dark. Killed five deer,
one turkey, and one racoon. Distance
14 miles.
30th July, Wednesday. Mter the fog
dispersed I left lieutenant Wilkinson
with the party to dry the baggage,
and went with Dr. Robinson and
Bradley. About two o'clock we re
turned, set sail, and having passed
the first rapid about three miles, en
camped on the eastern shore. Killed
three deer. Distance 5 miles.

(continued next issue)
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PRAIRIE DOGS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Phyllis S. Morgan

[This is fourth in a series about wild
life on the Trail by SFTA memb~r

Phyllis Morgan, Albuquerque. It lS

noteworthy that Zebulon Montgom
ery Pike is included in this art~c~e

and that his description of the prame
dog was his main contribution to t~e

world of natural history. Next topw
in this series will be wolves, coyotes,
and roadrunners on the Trail.}

SANTA Fe Trail travelers were
amazed and fascinated by prairie
dogs. These social animals, living ~n

family groups clustered toget~er.m

large colonies, aroused the curIOSIty
of the travelers as they followed the
Trail over the grasslands and along
the Arkansas River. They frequently
recorded observations of prairie dogs
in their journals and diaries i~

greater detail than for any other am
mal with the exception of buffalo.
Tra~elers wrote about prairie dogs'
physical characteristics, behavior,
burrows, and "towns," and about the
name of this animal, which seemed a
misnomer to many. Men wrote about
the difficulty in shooting these
quick-moving animals and that they
must be shot dead, because if only
wounded the prairie dogs would drop
into their burrows, leaving no oppor
tunity to retrieve them. Some .O?
servers were convinced that prame
dogs, rattlesnakes, and burrowing
owls resided together in some sort of
mutual arrangement in the "vil
lages," while others questioned that
opinion and some contended that
snakes and owls probably occupied
holes which had been abandoned by
prairie dogs.

Prairie dogs did not pose the
threat that many travelers felt from
herds of buffalo, packs of wolves, and
rattlesnakes, or cause the agony in
flicted by such pests as mosquitoes
and flies. The prairie dogs' amazing
behavior and humorous antics pro
vided a much-welcome diversion and
some comic relief for the travel
weary sojourners. The travelers
seemed to have a special feeling to
ward these sociable animals, fre
quently describing them in a variety
of human terms. They wrote about
the dogs' "houses" and their "towns"
or "villages" with "streets." They also
wrote about the dogs' neighborli
ness, their caring for each other,
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"
Prairie Dog (photo by Phyllis Morgan).

their apparent conferences described
d '1" ( 1 " f b"as a "gran counCI a so a con a ,

"consultation," or "gossiping"), and
their watchfulness and warnings to
others of approaching danger. The
tight-knit families of prairie dogs
may have caused the travelers to
think of their own families far away
and their longing to be with loved
ones of the warmth and security of, .
hearth and home, and of theIr own
need to be ever vigilant of the many
types of danger about them .on the~r

long journeys over the TraIl. TheIr
comments show a softness of heart
for these grassland squirrels.

Josiah Gregg saw countless prai
rie dogs on his trips over the Santa
Fe Trail from 1831 to 1840. He wrote
several long paragraphs about these
"curious" animals in his book Com
merce ofthe Prairies (1844). The first
paragraph shows that he was also
captivated by them: "But of all th.e
prairie animals, by far the most CUri

ous, and by no means the least cele
brated, is the little prairie dog. This
singular quadruped is but little
larger than a common squirre~, its
body being nearly a foot long, WIth a
tail of three or four inches. The color
ranges from brown to a dirty yellow.
The flesh, though often eaten by
travellers, is not esteemed savory. It
is denominated the 'barking squir
reI' the 'prairie ground-squirrel,'
etc'., by early explorers, with much
more apparent propriety than the
present established name. Its ~elp,

which resembles that of the httle
toy-dog, seems its only canine attrib
ute. It rather appears to occupy a
middle ground betwixt the rabbit
and squirrel-like the former in fee?
ing and burrowing-like the latter m
frisking, flirting, sitting erect, and
somewhat so in its barking."l

Gregg's lively description of the
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little prairie dogs' behavior provides
a good example of observers' incli~a
tion to attribute human characteris
tics to these animals: "Approaching a
'village,' the little dogs may be ob
served frisking about the 'streets'
passing from dwelling to dwelling
apparently on visits-sometimes a
few clustered together as though in
council-here feeding upon the
tender herbage-there cleansing
their 'houses,' or brushing the li~tIe

hillock about the door-yet all qUIet.
Upon seeing a stranger, however,
each streaks to its home, but is apt to
stop at the entrance, and spread the
general alarm by a succession of
shrill yelps, usually sitting erect. Yet
at the report of a gun or the too near
approach of the visitor, they dart
down and are seen no more till the
cause of alarm seems to have disap
peared."2

Lieutenant William Fairholme of
the British army wrote about prairie
dogs along the Trail in his "Journ~.l

of an Expedition to the Grand Prai
ries of the Missouri, 1840." His expe
rience with these animals and a rat
tlesnake occurred near the Pawnee
Fork of the Arkansas River while
pursuing buffalo with two compan·
ions (Jean Baptiste Tabaud and a
servant known only as Pierre): "We
rode on together for some distance
when I perceived, on a bare sandy
spot, some little animals like rabbits
running to & fro, as if in a great bu~
tie and others sitting up on their
hi~d legs. I got off my hor~e, and fol
lowed by Pierre, stole qUIetly up to
get a shot at them, but just as I was
taking aim at 3 of them, altogether a
beautiful shot, I was startled by a
loud cry from Pierre. The prairie
dogs, as they are called, disappeared
instantly, their heels twinkling for a
moment in the air as they dived into
their holes, and I looked round to Pi
erre, who screamed out, 'Le serpent!
Gardez-vous du serpent!" And there,
sure enough, close at my feet was a
large rattlesnake advancing toward
me with his head up in the air, and
his eyes sparkling like diamonds. I
made off immediately, and when a
few paces off, waited to see what he
would do. He came on in the most
graceful undulations till he arrived
at the mouth of one of the prairie dog
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burrows, which he seemed inclined
to enter. But as he had spoiled my
sport, I took advantage of his pause
to take a shot at him. My ball cut his
head clean off, and his body re
mained twisting & writhing for a
long time afterwards.

"I sat down with Pierre to wait till
the little creatures should show
themselves again, and presently one
popped his head out of a hole, then
another, and they seemed to hold a
consultation together for a short
time, when they both came out and
sat up on their hind legs in the most
comical way, opposite each other, till
two or 3 others joined them. It was
really very amusing to watch the
bustling manner they all ran about
from hole to hole, as if paying visits
of congratulation on the danger be
ing past, for they could not see us, we
being concealed behind a thick bush
of grass. I put an end to their gossip
ping after I watched them for a little
time by firing a ball into the middle
of them (having no shot with me). I
was almost sorry to see that I had se
verely wounded one which, just like
a rabbit, managed to scramble into a
hole close to him, and after a fruit
less attempt to get him, we re
mounted our horses and pursued our
route.

"These prairie dogs seem to be a
species of marmot. Their villages are
always in bare spots, & generally on
a slight eminence from which they
can see around them, and it would
seem that the rattlesnakes live with
them, for they are invariably found
together. I have several times seen a
snake enter a hole into which one of
the prairie dogs had gone a short
time before. There is also a very di
minutive species of owl which is sup
posed to live with them also, but we
did not see any. If it is the case, it is a
remarkable fact that a bird, a ser
pent & a quadruped shid inhabit the
same den, more particularly as I
should imagine there can be no
doubt that the rattlesnake feeds on
the prairie dog. ,,3

Lewis H. Garrard was charmed by
the little "dogs" as he rode through
their "villages." He recalled those ex
periences in Wah-to- Yah and the
Taos Trail (1850), including in his
account what he had "ascertained
through inquiry and observation."
The day after reaching "the grand
Arkansas," described as "quite
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broad, with two feet of water, sandy
bottom, and high sand buttes on ei
ther bank, as bare & cheerless as any
misanthrope could wish," Garrard's
party rode through two prairie dog
villages: "These villages are fre
quent; often we came across them
several miles from water, but
whether they abstain from it totally
is a question not solvable by any
mountain men with us. Very little or
no dew falls in this region, so these
strange animals do not depend upon
this source to quench their thirst....
The grass in this region is short,
early, and highly nutritious. It has a
withered, brown appearance even
early in the spring, and is designated
as 'buffalo grass'...."4 In fact, the
grasses, forbs (broad-leafed herba
ceous plants), insects, and grubs
eaten by prairie dogs usually provide
enough water to meet their needs.

Garrard also found the "dogs" en
tertaining: "It is quite amusing to
watch their movements on top of the
cones [the mounds can be as tall as
four feet high]; on our approach, they
barked, their short tails nervously
fluttering, and receiving a new impe
tus from the short, quick, and sharp
tiny yelp which they constantly ut
tered; when they thought them
selves in danger, with an incredibly
quick motion, they threw themselves
back in the holes and immediately
reappeared with an impertinent,
daring bark, as if to say, 'you can't
get me.' Others slowly 'crawfished,'
hiding by their singular way of
crouching the back, until nothing but
their heads and tails could be seen
these latter shaking tremulously.
Succeeding a silence of a few min
utes after scaring in the 'dogs,' we
could see by lying flat on the ground
so as to get the tops of the cones be
tween the sky and our eyes, with the
closest scrutiny, the head, here and
there, of a dog almost imperceptibly
moving, and with a cautious recon
noiter to see if the coast be clear, he
would show himself and with a
knowing yelp apprise his neighbors
of his investigations."5

Some Trail travelers made note of
their first sighting of prairie dogs;
many had already read or heard
about them. One was Philip Gooch
Ferguson, company clerk of the First
Regiment of the Missouri Mounted
Volunteers in General Stephen W.
Kearny's Army of the West. On July
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25, 1847, Ferguson wrote in camp
near the "swift, muddy stream"
called Pawnee Fork: "Today I saw for
the first time a village of prairie
dogs, an animal whose habits have
excited the wonder of man and the
admiration of the lovers of natural
history. The prairie dog is but little
larger than a full-grown fox squirrel,
of a reddish brown color, like a
ground hog-short tail, small ears,
[with] teeth and head like a squir
rel's or rat's, and very compactly
shaped. Their villages are frequently
several miles in area, their houses
being holes running slanting in the
ground, the dirt around the orifice
sometimes rising several feet above
the surface like a chimney. Around
the outskirts of the village, sentinels
are posted, who on the approach of
danger, give the alarm by their pecu
liar bark, from which doubtless they
derive their name of 'dog;' although
it is more like the bark of a squirrel,
there being but little resemblance
between them and the dog. ,,6

Ferguson noted in his diary the
following night, after marching
twenty-two miles and making camp
on the Arkansas: "The men had been
shooting at prairie dogs all day, and
not killing one, they concluded that
the dogs 'dodged the flash,' but I do
not think this can be so. But it is said
they are very hard to kill and unless
struck instantly dead, will tumble
over and get into their holes. It is
also said that when one is killed, his
companions will frequently run out
and drag him into the hole before he
can be secured."?

Susan Shelby Magoffin recorded
seeing her first prairie dog town on
July 2, 1846, in camp on the bank of
the Arkansas River: "Prairie scenes
are rather changing today. We are
coming more into the buffalo regions.
The grass is much shorter and finer.
The plains are cut up by winding
paths and every thing promises a
buffalo dinner on the 4th. We left our
last night's camp [Cow Creek] quite
early this morning. About 9 o'clock
we came upon 'Dog City.' This curi
osity is well worth seeing. The Prai
rie dog, not much larger than a well
grown rat, burrows in the ground.
They generally make a regular town
of it, each one making his house by
digging a hole, and heaping the dirt
around the mouth of this [hole]. Two
are generally built together in a
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neighborly way. They of course visit
as regularly as man. When we got
into this one, on both sides of the
road occupying at least a circle of
some hundred yards, the little fel
lows like people ran to their doors to
see the passing crowd. They could be
seen all around with their heads
poked out, and expressing their opin
ions I supposed from the loud bark
ing I heard."a

Another Missouri Mounted Vol
unteer, Frank Edwards, who
marched the length of the Santa Fe
Trail with Colonel Alexander W.
Doniphan during the Mexican
American War in 1846, described the
"towns" and their inhabitants in his
book, A Campaign in New Mexico
with Colonel Doniphan (1847): "We
passed by and over several prairie
dog towns. One of these was very ex
tensive, being three or four miles in
circumference, and the ground shook
under us as we crossed it, with a hol
low sound, as if we were passing over
a bridge. Although the name of dog is
applied to these little animals, they
bear no possible resemblance to our
dogs, even their cry is most like a
bird's chirp. They are much smaller
than generally represented, being a
trifle less in size than the common
rabbit, and far superior to the latter
in flavor.,,9

In a series of 85 articles written
about his Trail experiences in 1839
for the New Orleans Picayune,
writer-actor Matthew C. (Matt) Field
penned one titled "Dog Towns." He
stated that these "towns" were "one
of the most striking peculiarities
which rivet attention in the buffalo
regions.... These are spots of short
grass, growing exceedingly thick and
fine....,,10 Field explained how the
animals dug out burrows and made
brown earthen mounds around the
entrances, "spangling the darker
green of the prairie in a manner that
would doubtless be exceedingly pic
turesque could it be viewed from a
balloon."11

One of the most detailed descrip
tions of prairie dogs by a Trail trav
eler was provided by W. W. H. Davis
in his book, El Gringo, New Mexico
and Her People (1857), which in
cludes an account of his 1853 trip by
stagecoach to New Mexico Territory
where he served as U.S. attorney.
When his party was in the present
Oklahoma Panhandle on the Cimar-
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ron Route, Davis recalled: "We were
now traveling through the region in
habited by the 'prairie dog,' and the
whole country seemed one continued
village. They are a curious and inter
esting little animal, and deserve a
passing notice. For miles the Plains
are dotted with the piles of dirt be
fore their holes, which resemble
large ant-hills. They dig a deep hole
in the ground, four or six inches in di
ameter, and carry up the dirt and
place it in a heap at the mouth in the
shape of a cone, and about a foot
high. Their holes are unequal dis
tances apart, and are arranged with
out order. It is said by some that they
live on friendly terms with the owl
and the rattlesnake, but, from the
best information I could obtain of
their manners and habits, I do not
think this is the case. It is quite
amusing to see the little canine citi
zens manceuvre when a party of
strangers invade their dominions. In
the first place you will observe some
of the little fellows, in various parts
of the settlement, putting their
heads out of their holes and peeping
over the sand-hills in front to see
what is going on. Next they venture
all the way out, and sit on their hind
legs upon the top of the sand-hills in
order to obtain a better view of mat
ters and things. After having made a
satisfactory reconnaissance, you will
see them running in different direc
tions as though giving intelligence
through the village. They skip from
hole to hole with great agility; soon
the whole population is aroused, and
'heads out' seems to be the order of
the day.

"Those that first discerned your
approach seem to have been senti
nels, stationed to sound the alarm to
the main body. Now the town is
aroused, and every able-bodied citi
zen comes out of his hole to be pre
pared for any emergency that may
arise. As you approach nearer their
activity increases, and frequent com
munication is held between different
quarters of the town. Now you notice
three or four in close conclave, as if
holding council upon the affairs of
the nation, at the end of which they
separate, each one returning to his
own home. Now you observe a single
dog run across to his neighbor, hold a
moment's confab with him, and then
skip back again. In another part of
the village you will see them assem-
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bled in grand council, in considerable
numbers, apparently holding a sol
emn debate upon the state of public
affairs. They are formed in a circle,
each one sitting erect upon his hind
legs, and in the middle is seated a
grave old patriarch, who has the re
quired wisdom to preside over and
direct their deliberations. Appar
ently some important question has
been discussed and decided, for,
when they adjourn, messengers are
seen hastening to all parts of the
town to announce the result. Thus
the little rascals keep up their opera
tions until you draw very near, when
every fellow disappears in his hole,
and you see nothing more of them
while you remain in the village. In
point of size they resemble a common
gray squirrel, and look not unlike
that animal with the ears cut off and
the tail bobbed. They are seldom
caught, and will not even leave their
holes when water is poured in upon
them.'rl2

On his way over the Trail to the
gold fields of Colorado, Samuel D.
Raymond wrote in his diary in May
1859: "Passed a large city of Prairie
Dogs-all were active in sounding the
alarm and scampering to their
homes. We're now encamped near
another small city of them. They ap
pear to like our society very well so
long as we keep a proper distance
from them."13

Joseph Pratt Allyn traveled the
Santa Fe Trail in 1863 on his way to
Arizona Territory to serve as an as
sociate justice. He added his obser
vations about prairie dogs. "Just
imagine miles of level, barren prai
rie, covered with rather large ant
hills without any regularity of ar
rangement, and you have the exter
nal appearance of a prairie-dog
town. Ifyou have good eyes or a good
glass you may see some of the dogs a
long way off. They are about the color
of the ground, and the size of a rab
bit, and somewhat the shape of a
squirrel. Why they are called dogs is
more than I can imagine. The owls
are more easily seen, and once in a
while a rattlesnake drags himself
out and shakes his rattles. We thrust
sabers and fired pistols into the holes
and never startled anything out.
Whether the owl, dog and rattle
snake live in the same hole is, I sus
pect, open to very grave doubt. They
certainly live in the same town, but
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as these are miles long it doesn't nec
essarily imply joint tenancy of the
holes. The dog has a shrill whistle or
bark that resembles the cry of a bird.
He is quick in dodging into his hole.
They say he can dodge a musket ball.
Those I saw concluded to keep out of
range.,,14 Allyn repeated a story, told
him by a soldier, about a prairie dog
that was shot and killed outside the
burrow. Before the soldier could re
trieve the dead animal, "another
came out of the hole, and dragged the
dead body of his mate into the
hole."15

For thousands of years, the prai
rie dog, a rodent belonging to the
squirrel family (Sciuridae), shared
the prairie grasslands with millions
of buffalo, antelope, deer, and other
grassland creatures. These animals
had long-established mutual rela
tionships. Grazing buffalo, for exam
ple, left large areas of closed-cropped
grasses, which prairie dogs prefer so
they can more easily see their nu
merous predators. In turn, prairie
dogs benefited buffalo and other
grazing animals by digging up and
loosening the ground, bringing up
fertile subsoil and minerals, and aer
ating the earth. Rainwater could
soak into the ground more easily.
They also fertilized the soil. All of
this activity encouraged the growth
of stronger, healthier, and more nu
tritious grasses and other plant life.
As prey, prairie dogs also benefited
many other animals living on the
grasslands, while their burrows pro
vided shelter or habitat.

Each prairie dog has its place in
the family, and each family plays a
role in the life of the town, or colony.
Similar to a human city, a colony is
organized. It may be divided up into
smaller sections called wards.
Within each ward, prairie dogs live
in small family groups called cote
ries. A coterie typically consists of
one adult male, several (usually
three or four) close-kin adult fe
males, year-old offspring, and new
young of the season. Each coterie
shares a burrow system that covers
about 0.6 to 1.0 acre. Their burrows
may be as deep as 16 feet and have
tunnels from 12 to 100 feet 10ng.16

Along tunnel walls, holes for rooms,
or chambers, are scooped out and
used for a variety of purposes from
nesting to burying trash.

Of the five species of prairie dogs
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inhabiting western North America
black-tailed, white-tailed, Gunni
son's, Utah, and Mexican-two have
ranges which include the routes of
the Santa Fe Trail. The black-tailed
prairie dog (Cynomys ludouicianus),
the most common and most social of
the five species, lives on dry short
and mixed-grasslands, once stretch
ing the length of the plains from
southern Canada to northern Mex
ico. The tall-grass prairie, where
predators can hide, limits its range
to the east. Black-tailed prairie dogs
ranged along the routes of the Santa
Fe Trail from central Kansas
through southeastern Colorado,
across the Oklahoma Panhandle,
and into northeastern New Mexico.
This is the species that Santa Fe
Trail travelers saw and wrote about
during their journeys across the
prairies along the Arkansas River.

As the plains turn to foothills and
mountains in Colorado and New
Mexico, the range of Gunnison's
prairie dogs (Cynomys gunnisoni)
begins and extends westward
through the Four Corners area. It
also extends south from northern
New Mexico through Santa Fe to the
central part of the state. Biologists
estimate that at the end of the 1800s
as many as 5 billion prairie dogs oc
cupied millions of acres. Today, prai
rie dogs live on only about one per
cent of their former range. 1

?

One of the first Americans to de
scribe the prairie dog in an official
published document was Captain Ze
bulon Montgomery Pike. His de
scription of the black-tailed prairie
dog is considered his main contribu
tion to the world of natural history.18
Pike's account was based on his o\:}.
servations of the prairie dogs and
their towns scattered over the vast
territory of the middle plains
through which the Arkansas River
coursed. These observations were
made in 1806 during Pike's expedi
tion to the Southwest, one with a
long list of objectives, including as
cending the Arkansas to its source,
and an important factor in the open
ing of the Santa Fe Trail.

Pike thought these animals were
more like squirrels than any other
animal he had seen, and preferred
the name "prairie squirrel," which he
considered more appropriate than
"prairie dog." Others agreed with
Pike's view, but the common name
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stuck. W. Eugene Hollon remarked
in his book, The Lost Pathfinder, Ze
bulon Montgomery Pike (1949): "The
contrast between a squirrel that
climbed trees in the East and one
that burrowed in the ground in the
West was too much for most travel
ers who crossed the plains after Pike.
Consequently, the rrairie squirrel
was made a dog!"l Hollon added
that prairie dogs were called petit
chiens [little dogs] by the French
long before the Americans arrived on
the prairies. The Spaniards called
them tuza, a name derived from Na
huatl, the language of the Aztecs.

Pike wrote a lengthy account
about the prairie dog in his journal
on October 24, 1806, a part of which
follows: "We ascended the right
branch [pawnee River] about five
miles, but could not see any sign of
the Spanish trace [the road that led
to Santa Fe]; this is not surprising,
as the river bears southwest, and
they no doubt kept more to the west
from the one branch to another. We
returned and on our way, killed some
prairie squirrels, or wishtonwishes,
and nine large rattle snakes, which
frequent their villages.

"The Wishtonwish of the Indians,
prairie dogs to some travelers, or
squirrel as I should be inclined to de
nominate them, reside on the prai
ries of Louisiana [the Louisiana Ter
ritory purchased from the French in
1803 for $15 million] in towns and
villages, having an evident police es
tablished in their communities....
Their residence, being underground,
is burrowed out and the earth [the
mound] answers the double purpose
of keeping out the water and afford
ing an elevated place in wet seasons
to repose on, and to give them a fur
ther and more distinct view of the
country.

"As you approach their towns, you
are saluted on all sides by the cry of
Wishtonwish, from which they de
rive their name with the Indians, ut
tered in a shrill and piercing man
ner. You then observe them all re
treating to the entrance of their bur
rows, where they post themselves,
and regard every, even the slightest
movement that you make. It re
quires a very nice shot with a rifle to
kill them, as they must be killed
dead, for as long as life exists, they
continue to work into their cells. It is
extremely dangerous to pass
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through their towns, as they abound
with rattle snakes ... and strange as
it may appear, I have seen the Wish
tonwish, the rattle snake and other
animals take refuge in the same
home. I do not pretend to assert that
it was their common place of resort,
but I have witnessed the facts more
than in one instance.'o2O

Physical and other characteristics
of the black-tailed prairie dog were
described by Pike: "They are of dark
brown color, except their bellies,
which are white. Their tails are not
so long as those of our grey squirrels,
but are shaped precisely like theirs;
their teeth, head, nails, and body,
are the perfect squirrel, except that
they are generally fatter than that
animal. Their villages sometimes ex
tend over two and three miles
square, in which there must be innu
merable hosts of them, as there is
generally a burrow every ten steps in
which there are two or more, and you
see new ones [burrows] partly exca
vated on all borders of the town. We
killed great numbers of them with
our rifles and found them excellent
meat, after they were exposed a
night or two to the frost, by which
means the rankness acquired by
their subterraneous dwelling is cor
rected.'f21

Pike thought the prairie dogs' bur
rows descended ina spiral form,
which he surmised was the reason he
could not ascertain their depth. He
wrote: "I once had 140 kettles of wa
ter poured into one of them in order
to drive out the occupant, but with
out effect.'022 Other travelers at
tempted, without success, to flush
prairie dogs out of their tunnels with
water. Tn July 1851 Katie Bowen, ac
companying her husband, Captain
Isaac Bowen, from Fort Leaven
worth to Fort Union via the Santa Fe
Trail, wrote at their camp near Cow
Creek: "For several days we have
been passing through "dog towns."
They cover acres and acres, little
holes a few feet apart and deeper
than anyone knows. We tried this
morning to drown some out and
poured many buckets full of water
into their holes without any success.
While running down the water
sounded 20 or 30 feet below the sur
face.... We frequently see owls sit
ting on their holes and are told that
with the rattlesnake, they form a
charming society in their houses."23
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In 1804, two years before Pike's
experiment, Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark and their Corps of
Discovery had tried to flush prairie
dogs out of their burrows. In fact, on
September 7, 1804, the first day they
encountered prairie dogs, the entire
Corps, except for a guard, halted
their expedition to try to dig some
prairie dogs out of their burrow and
capture one alive to send as a gift to
President Thomas Jefferson. When
that failed, they attempted to flood
one of the animals from its hole. Af
ter great effort, they were able to
catch one prairie dog.

In March 1805, Lewis and Clark
sent President Jefferson a large col
lection of plant and animal speci
mens gathered along their way over
the northern plains. The only live
animals included in the cargo were
the solitary prairie dog, four mag
pies, and one "living hen of the prai
ries."24 The grueling journey left
from Fort Mandan (located in pres
ent North Dakota), headed down the
Missouri River to the Mississippi,
south to the port of New Orleans, by
ship around Florida and up the At
lantic coast, and finally overland to
Washington, D.C., arriving on
August 12, 1805. The prairie dog sur
vived the trip, but of the five birds
only one magpie was still alive. Ac
cording to accounts, President Jef
erson was very pleased with the
prairie dog and sent it to Philadel
phia to be kept on display at the
natural science museum situated in
side Independence Hall. In addition
to being popular at the White House,
the prairie dog aroused the curiosity
and interest of the public. It is possi
ble that a live prairie dog made a trip
in a cage or crate over the Santa Fe
Trail, but no record of such an occur
rence has been found.

Although there were differing
opinions regarding the savoriness of
the meat, prairie dogs would often
become a substitute when other
meat was scarce or not available,
ending up in someone's soup pot or
dressed for roasting over an open
fire. J. W. Chatham of North Caro
lina briefly commented in his Trail
journal in 1849: "Having traveled
about 20 miles, camped tonight on
the bank of the Arkansas, a muddy
and shallow stream. One of the hunt
ers brought in a prairie dog-a sorry
looking puppy-for SOUp.',25
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Such was the fate of a prairie dog
when Hezekiah Brake left Minne
sota and traveled the Trail in 1858 to
take a job as manager of a dairy farm
located west of Fort Union. Brake re
counted in his diary: "We were pass
ing through a prairie-dog village. At
the door of his habitation, a fierce
young dog set up a yelp of remon
strance at our interrupting their
councils, and Mr. A[lexander] si
lenced him with a bullet. Throwing
the dog into the wagon, we went on to
our limit of fifteen miles, and
stopped for breakfast. I had cooked
'possum, 'coon, even terrapin, in my
time, and was not to be deterred by
jeers from preparing fresh meat sim
ply because there was no material at
hand to cook but a prairie dog, and
no fuel for a fire but buffalo chips. So
I made my fire, put a vessel of water
on to boil, and dressed the dog. A sa
vory stew Was soon prepared which
threw fried bacon int<l the shade. All
of us pronounced prairie dog supe
rior to squirrel or rabbit, and de
clared that after this we would often
have fresh meat.',26

Brake's admiration of prairie dog
meat, however, was short-lived, and
his opinion of bacon was restored
when he prepared another dog the
following day. The party rose early
the following morning, cleaned and
greased the wagon axles, and started
out on their day's journey. That
evening in camp near Pawnee Fork,
Brake wrote: "Without breakfasting,
made twenty miles. By this time we
were again hungry for fresh meat.
Mr. A. shot a fat young prairie dog as
before, and I skinned the animal and
prepared him for the pot. Being very
lean myself, I have always been a
great admirer of fat, and I testified to
this admiration now by putting a
piece of the stuff into my mouth. I
had no more than masticated and
swallowed that piece of fat until I
was sicker than words can express.
In disgust, I threw the whole dog
away, and I have never since par
ticularly cared for prairie dog meat.
As to the fat, that mouthful has
lasted me through all of the years
that have since elapsed. It took a
strong cup of coffee to cure the dog fit
from which we all seemed to be suf
fering, and bacon and eggs tasted
like ambrosia."27

Prairie dog meat became a "fast
food" for those who did not have time
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to prepare buffalo or other large ani
mals. James Josiah Webb, a well
known merchant on the Santa Fe
and Chihuahua Trails in the 1840s,
recorded a memorable episode that
happened during his early experi
ences as "an unmitigated green
horn." His group was headed west to
ward the mountains after leaving
Bent's Fort. While in camp early one
afternoon, they saw three men ap
proaching at a brisk gallop. He con
tinued, " in a few minutes they had a
fire kindled, and the coffeepot over
the fire. They were soon recognized
as old mountain men and acquain
tances of several of the party- Kit
Carson, Lucien Maxwell, and Timo
thy Goodale [a trapper and guide].
As soon as they got dinner cooking
(coffee boiling, a prairie dog dressed
and opened out on a stick before the
fire), Carson and Maxwell came to
our camp. This was my first inter
view with these three celebrities. It
was very short, and I can remember
nothing of the interview except that
they left Pueblo that morning and
expected to reach Taos that night.
They soon left [our camp], ate their
dinner, saddled their horses, caught
their led horses, and were Off.'128

Prairie dog meat was also eaten at
festive occasions. In December 1858,
Edward F. Beale and his party were
headed toward winter quarters at
Hatch's Ranch in New Mexico. At
that time, Beale was an important
figure in the American West, but is
primarily remembered today for his
efforts to introduce camels into the
Southwest and for charting a wagon
road almost due west from Fort
Smith (Arkansas), following the
course of the Canadian River. After
entering New Mexico, the party
stopped at a place called Laguna
Colorado to spend Christmas Day
and enjoyed a feast that included
wild turkey, deer, antelofe, raccoon,
grouse, and prairie dog.2

As settlers moved onto the plains,
turning grasslands into croplands,
and as cattle filled the void where
buffalo once roamed, the softness of
heart toward the little prairie dogs
turned to a hardness of heart. No
longer considered a wonder of natu
ral history, they became unwanted,
vilified vermin to be exterminated at
any cost. Decades of poisoning, un
regulated shooting, and habitat loss
have drastically reduced the popula-
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tion and range of prairie dogs. Since
the 1940s, sylvatic plague, a disease
that arrived in North America in
1900, has also become a significant
factor in their decline, because they
have little, or no, immunity to it.

In the latter part of the twentieth
century, scientific research began to
show the contributions of prairie
dogs to a well-balanced prairie eco
system. It was also found that the
long-term programs to eradicate
prairie dogs were taking a toll on
dozens of other species linked to the
prairie dog. The black-footed ferret,
North America's most endangered
mammal, is a prime example of the
more than 100 species, including
mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
birds, and insects, that either de
pend on the prairie dog for food, shel
ter, or habitat, or benefit in one way
or another from the prairie dog and
its activities. In addition to black
footed ferret, other species that are
most tied to prairie dogs for survival
are swift fox, burrowing owl, golden
eagle, mountain plover, ferruginous
hawk, horned lark, ~asshopper

mouse, and deer mouse. Of the spe
cies of mammals benefited by the
black-tailed prairie dog, many are
mainstays of the Great Plains and
icons of the Old West31-the animals
that once awed and delighted the
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail.

In recent years, public and private
entities, alliances, and concerned
citizens have been striving to find "a
middle ground" and come to grips
with issues surrounding prairie
dogs. Their common vision is to work
toward restoration of the prairie dog
ecosystem in focus areas of several
states of the Great Plains. For
example, New Mexico completed a
state management plan in
November 2001 that aims to
increase, over a ten-year period, the
acreage on which black-tailed prairie
dogs live from the current 60,000
acres to 97,000 acres. This plan
involves a mix of public and private
participants and emphasizes the
voluntary cooperation of landown
ers. Several ranches in the state are
now receiving prairie dogs removed
from other areas, in particular from
expanding urban areas, and are
conducting research related to the
management of prairie dogs. These
concerted efforts are an important
key in giving this ecosystem a chance
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at regeneration and in preserving
the prairie dog and other icons of the
American West.
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

John L. Kessell, Spain in the South
west: A Narrative History of Colonial
New Mexico, Arizona, Texas and
California. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2002. Pp. 462.
Maps, illustrations, notes, bibliog
raphy, index. Cloth, $45.00.

John Kessell is something else.
University of New Mexico Professor
of History Emeritus, he is best
known for his work on the history of
Pecos Pueblo, Kiva, Cross and
Crown, and for being the founding
editor of the formidable, six-volume
Vargas project covering the journals'
of Juan Diego de Vargas, the Recon
queror of Spanish colonial New Mex
ico, both excellent but rather pedan
tic pieces of work.

This book's preface starts with
these words: "In the beginning, in
vading Spaniards did possess im
pressive advantages-imperial state
and militant church, long-range sail
ing capability, firearms, horses, im
munity to smallpox and measles,
and more-but they too had to uri
nate."

"In the beginning" might cause
one to think that the next words
would be "God created the earth,"
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but the last few words let you know
that Kessell had his tongue in his
cheek when he wrote those words
and that this book is not going to be
pompous. Rather it is what is im
plied by the "Narrative History" part
of the title: easy-going, easy-reading,
informal writing. That it can be that,
and be scholarly at the same time is
testimony both to Kessell's ability to
write and his remarkable knowledge
of the subject matter covered by this
book.

Kessell has chosen to have indi
viduals carry the history as, floods
and plagues aside, they in fact al
ways do. Throughout, the deeds and
sometimes the words of specific indi
viduals are used to sketch the his
toric events and historic trends that .
make up the history of Spain in the
Southwest. We read of soldiers, Indi
ans, some ordinary and some ex
traordinary men and women, explor
ers, priests, and of the good and the
wicked. All of these populate the
Spanish southwest, which here in
cludes the borderlands (mainly
Texas, northern Mexico, New Mex
ico, Arizona and California, with
some excursions into Louisiana, the
Plains states and even Canada and
Alaska). As one would expect from a
narrative, and from the scope of the
subject, you will not find the kind of
"in-depth" history that is in some
other books with less breadth, but
you will find interesting coverage of
the major aspects of the history of
the Spanish southwest.

Kessell writes wonderfully well.
Even though the author did retire to
Durango, Colorado, I think his heart
must still be in New Mexico. His
prose rises to its highest level and
his humor is the most pithy when he
writes about the events that make
up the colonial history of New Mex
ico (and maybe Arizona which then
was part of New Mexico) and the
men and women who were the actors
in that history.

Careful readers will note that the
author writes that William Becknell
arrived in Santa Fe in November
1821 accompanied by some twenty
companions. That is not what we
read in the November 1992 issue of
Wagon Tracks, in which Harry My
ers and Mike Olsen reported that
Mexican officer Pedro Gallego, in his
diary reported meeting "six Ameri
cans." This probably settles the dis-
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crepancies noted in Larry M.
Beachum's William Becknell, Father
of the Santa Fe Trade and goes to
show that Dr. Kessell should have
read the aforementioned Wagon
Tracks article. I would not mention
this small point in a review for a dif
ferent audience, but here, well....

Kessell is a giant of New Mexico
and Spanish colonial borderlands
history, and this work is the latest
proof of his ability.

-E. Donald Kaye

FORT LEARNED
-TEACHER'S TRADING POST-

Chris Day, Editor
Preparations and meetings are in

progress as Chris Day and Janet
Armstead are gearing up for the 10th
Santa Fe Trail Trip with eleven and
twelve year old students from North
Central Kansas. The ten-day trip
will be June 1-10, 2003, following the
Cimarron Route to Santa Fe and the
Mountain Route back to Kansas.

The students travel in chartered
busses and camp out in national,
state, or private campgrounds. All
students are divided into work
groups and help do the necessary
chores it takes to keep a caravan of
this size traveling down the road.

A trip of this magnitude requires
adult chaperones and with each trip
over the years, many have helped
Chris, Janet, and former educational
leader, Marcia Fox. The SFTA al
ways seeks to reach out to teachers
because they are the link in teaching
children the history of the Trail.

To help the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation reach some of their educa
tional goals, Chris Day and Janet
Armstead announce that they are
making available a few adult chaper
one positions on the 2003 trail trip.

These openings will be for teach
ers who would like to travel with the
modern wagon train and learn the
benefits of taking students on a his
toric trail adventure.

The cost of the trip for the teach
ers will be: (1) traveling expenses to
and from Wamego, Kansas, (2) Santa
Fe Trail Association membership if
not currently a member, and (3) col
lege credit

If interested, call Chris Day (785)
456-8254 or Janet Armstead (785)
456-7737.
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HENRY SKILLMAN-A GRIULY TEXAS MAN
by David M. Seals

[Seals is an avid historian and gene
alogist from Alpine, Texas, where he
resides with his wife, Reba. Recently
retired, his research interests are pri
marily Southwest and Texas history,
plus some research on the Civil War.]

THE year was 1842, and back East
civilization was humming. Charles
Dickens published A Christmas
Carol, and the New York Philhar
monic Society was founded. But the
wild frontier of Texas was rife with
resentful Indians and unmarked,
unknown territory, ready for the ap
pearance of the man who was to
make his mark in the uncivilized
Southwest.

Henry Skillman was a tall, blond,
grizzly bear of a man who wore his
hair and beard long and flowing.
Skillman was born in ew Jersey in
late 1813 or early 1814, according to
the El Paso County census of 1860.
His family moved to Kentucky while
Henry was a child. He came to the
Southwest in 1842 on the Santa Fe
Trail, perhaps as a trader or em
ployee of a trader. By 1846 he was
identified as a trader, carrying sup
plies and sundry merchandise to
Santa Fe and Chihuahua. He appar
ently also sold supplies to U.s. troops
during the war with Mexico, which
began that same year. l Before his ca
reer ended he was a mail contractor,
an Indian fighter, as well as a scout
and a guide for United States troops,
the Confederacy, and for wagon
trains throughout the Southwest.

In February 1847 Skillman was
with a large group of traders and
scouts accompanying Colonel Alex
ander W. Doniphan on his expedition
from El Paso to Chihuahua in the
Mexican War. When Doniphan's
Missouri Volunteers encountered
unexpectedly-strong Mexican resis
tance early on the trail, Colonel
Doniphan mustered into service all
the traders and scouts accompany
ing the soldiers. He divided them
into two groups, and Skillman was
elected Captain of Company B of the
Traders' Battalion, an early demon
stration of his leadership skills?
Skillman led some of the first scouts
from EI Paso del Norte on the Mexi
can road to Chihuahua and served as
a scout for the Battle of Sacramento
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on February 28, 1847, and ended up
fighting in the battle?

Unscathed, and on returning to
Santa Fe, he served as an interpreter
and a guide for Lieutenant Colonel
Richard H. Lane's detachment of
U.S. troops that were ordered to EI
Paso. The detachment reached Fray
Cristobal on October 27,1847, and a
scouting party of 22 men com
manded by Sergeant Smith, with
Skillman as interpreter, marched
ahead to the center of EI Paso. Their
mission was to enter Franklin (EI
Paso), master the resistance, and
capture ex-Governor Manuel Amijo,
if possible. The results of this en
deavor were surprisingly successful,
as they met easy capitulation. Ar
mijo surrendered and was paroled.4

By February 1848 Skillman was
back in Santa Fe, and General Ster
ling Price, of the U.S. army, selected
him to command a group of 15 scouts
on Price's trip to Chihuahua. While
on this trip, Skillman fought in the
Battle of Santa Cruz de Rosales,
which took place in Mexico between
Price's command and a Mexican
army.5 Again the intrepid fighter re
mained safe and unharmed.

By April 1849, the year of the gold
rush to California, the adventurer
was in the small village of Franklin,
present day EI Paso, when Lieuten
ants W. H. C. Whiting and William
F. Smith, of the Whiting-Smith En
gineering Expedition, arrived from
San Antonio on a mapping expedi
tion. As Skillman's reputation was
now well established as a depend
able, daring scout, he was employed
by Whiting for the difficult return
trip to San Antonio. Whiting realized
how fortunate he and his engineer
ing party of 16 people had been to es
cape the "hostile spirit of the
Apache," and wanted additional
backup and another route back to
San Antonio.6

Lieutenant Delos B. Sacket deliv
ered supplies from Dona Ana to
Whiting's party at El Paso in prepa
ration for the hazardous trip back to
San Antonio. Whiting had the idea of
sending Skillman and three others,
including John Spencer and a man
named Gifford, by way of Fort Lea
ton, across from Presidio del Norte,
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on the way back to San Antonio.
Whiting had left some important pa
pers, as well as several animals be
longing to the United States govern
ment, there on his way through on
the original trip. Skillman's little
party would retrieve those items and
join Whiting and the main party on
the Pecos River?

Whiting felt there had to be a
safer, better way back to San Anto
nio, and depended upon Skillman to
help them find it. Skillman went to
Fort Leaton as instructed, with the
plan to meet up with the Whiting
Smith Engineering Expedition at
some predetermined point on the Pe
cos River, probably at Live Oak
Creek, to where Whiting's party pro
ceeded directly from El Paso.8 On
May 10, less than a month later, the
two groups did meet up, although
Skillman was late. His small party,
when near Presidio, had been prom
ised safe passage through Apache
land by Chief Gomez, while Whit
ing's larger group had evaded the
Apaches and reached the Pecos
River on May 8. Skillman helped the
Whiting-Smith party ford the Pecos
River. They then proceeded toward
San Antonio, ever on the lookout for
marauding Apaches.9 Their party re
portedly ate well, as game was plen
tiful, namely deer and bear.

On May 16 Lieutenant Whiting
sent Skillman, his partner Lieuten
ant Smith, and Dick Howard on
ahead to San Antonio to announce
their arrival. They carried a brief
summary of the expedition to Brevet
Major General William Worth. lO

This was probably done to insure
that at least one record of their sur
veying activities reached civilization
in case of an Indian attack. Skillman
and party were set upon by Apaches,
but lost only their horses, not their
lives. They limped into Camp Leona
near present-day Uvalde. By the
time they arrived in San Antonio on
May 21, 1849, General Worth had
died from the cholera ~lague that
was sweeping the town. l

During the remainder of 1849 and
through 1850 Henry Skillman was
one of the first to contract to carry
the mail from San Antonio to EI Paso
by horse. The success of this chal-
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Sketch of Pinery Stage Station at the base of Guadalupe Peak, by Reba Seals.

lenging experience, along with his
reputation for bravery and grit that
he had earned during the war with
Mexico, earned him one of the cov
eted pending mail routes. The San
Antonio to EI Paso mail route was
opened in 1850, and on September
20, 1851, the Postmaster General of
the United States awarded Skillman
a contract from San Antonio to Santa
Fe, by way of EI Paso. This included
the expectation that passenger serv
ice would become available in a short
time. Skillman's first mail run began
November 3, 1851, and since there
was not much demand for passen
gers at that time, Skillman used his
freight wagons for the mail, or some
times traveled the route on horse
back leading pack mules loaded with
the mail and merchandise.12

By 1852 the Postmaster General
was insisting on regular runs being
available for passenger service. This
would require stations at stated in
tervals along the rugged trail, with
provisions being available for food
and minimal comforts. The Postmas
ter General also insisted on comfort
able spring carriages for the passen
gers. This presented a problem for
Skillman who was not financially
able to make such an investment in
the mall/passenger run. As a result
the Postmaster General awarded a
new contract in 1854 to a David Was
son. For a while Skillman drove for
Wasson until George Giddings con
tracted the route. Skillman and Gid
dings formed a good team and
worked hard to keep the route run
ning while enduring the many hard
ships it required, such as deer trails
for roads and aggressive Indians.

During this time, on September
30, 1853, Skillman was asked to
make a drive for the first Butterfield
Overland Mail stage from Horse
head Crossing on the Pecos River to
EI Paso. His reputation of knowing
the country better than any other
man made him the logical choice.
Skillman made history on this trip
by stopping only long enough to
change the mule teams, which was
about every ten miles. He made this
trip in ninety-six hours, or four days,
without stopping to eat or sleep.
Skillman made quite a show when
he arrived in EI Paso wearing buck
skins with Bowie knives and revolv
ers stuck in his belt. He had his long
sandy hair and a flowing beard,
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which some onlookers said made him
resemble a portrait of "The Wander
ingJew."13

At the outbreak of the Civil War in
1861, all the southern mail routes
were discontinued as the Union
Army moved into the southwest
area. Skillman's political leanings
were toward the Union, perhaps be
cause he had been born in New Jer
sey, but he had been reared in Ken
tucky, and he now called Texas his
home. He decided to remain loyal to
his adopted state, which sided with
the Confederacy.14

Skillman then used his scouting
skills as a courier for the Confeder
acy between San Antonio and El
Paso. He kept the Confederate com
mand in San Antonio aware of the lo
cation and activities of the Union
Army, while at the same time telling
the Union Army of the false where
abouts of the Confederates. His re
ported false sightings of the gray sol
diers kept the Union blues on con
stant alert and going on fruitless sor
ties. He would report a rumor that a
large Confederate attack was going
to occur in the Trans-Pecos area,
then one supposedly to occur a hun
dred miles to the south. These kinds
of rumors kept the Union forces on
constant alert for about a year. Un
ion patrols were sent out as far as
Fort Stockton, anticipating Skillman
and the Confederate troops.
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Eventually the Union forces rec
ognized the cat and mouse game and
ordered the capture of Skillman. In
March 1864 the Union army in El
Paso received a message that Skill
man was moving toward Presidio del
Norte on the Rio Grande. Official re
ports show that Captain A. H.
French, with a detachment of 25 Un
ion soldiers, was ordered to Fort
Davis, and then on to Presidio del
Norte to either capture or kill Henry
Skillman. French arrived with his
men at Presidio del Norte on April
13, 1864, to lie in wait for Skillman.

On the same day, Skillman and
his party of Confederate soldiers
made camp on Spencer's Ranch on
the EI Fortin Road near Presidio.
Early on the morning of April 15,
1864, Captain French surprised the
Confederates at Spencer's Ranch.
While the Confederates and Skill
man were sleeping, French led his
men into the dark camp, yelling for
all to surrender. In typical fashion
Skillman came out of his bedroll fir
ing pistols from both hands. Captain
French's first shot was fatal, and
Henry Skillman was dead. His com
panions were allowed to wrap him in
a blanket and bury him where he
fell. 15

Thus ended the diverse career of a
remarkable man who was certainly
instrumental in opening the south
west to Anglo-American civilization.
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Today the rough Texan named
Henry Skillman would probabl~ be
amazed to see in a large grove ofhve
oak trees, high in the Davis Moun
tains near Fort Davis, Texas, a
cowboy-camp meeting site called
Skillman's Grove. This favorite stage
rest stop on the trail from San ~ntc:r

nio to EI Paso is now the locatIOn of
Bloy's Camp Meeting, an in~er

denominational religious gathermg
of cowboys and their families who
travel the trails once followed by
Henry Skillman.

In 1964, on St. Francis Plaza in
Presidio, Texas, a historical marker
commemorating the life of Henry
Skillman was erected. It reads:
"Captain Henry Skillman, C. S. A.
Renowned southwestern mail and
stagecoach man. Born in Kentucky.
Came to Texas before 1846. Served
as a U. S. Army scout in Mexican
War. About 1851 established the
first mail service from San Antonio
to EI Paso. When the first Butterfield
Overland stagecoach in 1858 made
bid to establish fast service to the
west coast, was selected to drive per
ilous Comanche Indian area from
Horsehead Crossing on the Pecos to
EI Paso. Made it in 4 days without
rest or relief, his 6-foot frame draped
with revolvers and Bowie knives. A
Confederate scout in the Civil War.
From July 1862 when Federals
seized EI Paso and the Davis Moun
tains (to make the longest ener:t~ oc
cupation in Texas), served as halson
between regular Confederate troops
and the C. S. A. patriots who plotted
in their refugee colony in Juarez to
recapture west Texas. Knowing
country well, came and went at will.
Spread false rumors of qonfederates
massing in deserts, to divert federal
troops from combat. Came to be most
dreaded scout known to the occupa
tion. Was hunted by special force
commissioned to take him alive. In
showdown at Spencer's Ranch near
here on April 3, 1864, fought to his
death."16
NOTES
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POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

I just finished reading he Febru
ary issue of Wagon Tracks. As al
ways, I was most impresse~with all
the info, the content, the articles, the
professionalism, and so on. I am
awed by the whole publication and
know what a deal we are getting. If
we were to buy all this in book form,
it would be way beyond $29.95.
Thanks,

Barbara Fentiman
83 Verano Loop

Santa Fe NM 87508
Editor:

Thanks so much for reprinting
Don's article (,Zebulon Pike's Damn
ed Rascals") and sending the publi
cation, all of which I read and en
joyed. It's gratifying to have my hus
band's work remembered, read, and
used. He would be proud of that.

Catherine Jackson
SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS MEETING

SANTA FE, NM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 14-15
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SANTA FE TRAIL CROSSINGS
ON THE ARKANSAS RIVER

by David K. Clapsaddle

[SFTA Ambassador Clapsaddle,
Larned, KS, is a frequent contributor
to WT. This is another in his occa
sional series on stream crossings on
the Trail.}
THE Arkansas River has its source
in the Rocky Mountains of central
Colorado near Leadville and flows
southeast to Pueblo before taking an
easterly orientation to the Kansas
line and continuing on to a point
near Ford, Kansas. There, at the so
called south bend, the river makes
an abrupt turn flowing northeast to
Ellinwood, Kansas, the site of the
celebrated big bend where the
stream cuts sharply to the southeast.
Passing through Wichita, Kansas,
and bypassing Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and Little Rock, Arkansas, the river
reaches its confluence with the
mighty Mississippi near the village
of Arkansas Post, Arkansas.

This river was known by various
names among Indian tribes and
European explorers. Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado's expedition
called it Rio San Pedro y San Pablo
(Sts. Peter and Paul River) in 1541.
Later Spanish explorers knew the
river as Rio Grande de San Francisco
(Grand River of St. Francis) and Rio
de Napestle or Napeste (Napeste
River), the latter being a translitera
tion of an Indian name for the
stream. The name for this river to
day came from French explorers,
who gave it the Gallicized name of
Riviere des Arkansa (earliest spell
ings were "Acansa" and "Akansas,"
then "Arkansa"), for the Siouan
speaking Indians who lived near the
river's mouth. "Arkansa" remained
the popular spelling through the
time of the Lewis and Clark expedi
tion in 1804-1806.1

American writers ZebulonM. Pike
and Jacob Fowler in the early nine
teenth century identified the stream
as the "Arkansaw," the pronuncia
tion officially maintained by the
State of Arkansas and the general
choice of ~eople in Colorado and
Oklahoma. Many Kansans misprc:r
nounce the word "Ar-Kansas." Such
a preference may be attributed to
James Mead who opined in 1903 that
Arkansas "is the Indian word Kan-
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sas with the French prefix of ark, a
bow."3 Whatever the designation,
portions of the Santa Fe Trail fol
lowed the river some 272 miles from
the big bend to Bent's Old Fort, with
several crossings between those
points.

There may have been an early
crossing near the mouth of Walnut
Creek, east of present Great Bend.
Most Santa Fe Trail crossings were
west of the south bend, where the
Trail forded the Arkansas River at
several points to traverse a barren,
semiarid region to the southwest.
Therein lies some confusion. Early
writers, such as Joseph Brown, sur
veyor with the party dispatched by
the United States government to
survey the road to Santa Fe in 1825,
referred to such fords as crossings
and the courses taken as routes.4 At
a much later date, writers used
crossing in an indiscriminate man
ner to reference both the fords and
the routes. Especially was this true
with respect to the upper, middle,
and lower crossings, each of which
led to a point near Lower Spring
(later Wagonbed Spring) on the Ci
marron River, 11 miles south of pres
ent Ulysses, Kansas.

The upper crossing as described
by Surveyor Brown was located 20
miles east of Chouteau's Island.
There, the surveying party forded
the Arkansas and continued up the
south bank of the river to the island
located five miles upstream from
present Lakin, Kansas. From that
point, the expedition proceeded in a
southerly orientation on what Brown
called the upper route to the "Sema
ron [Cimarron] Spring."5 By the time
of the 1829 expedition captained by
Charles Bent and accompanied by
the first military escort on the Santa
Fe Road commanded by Brevet Ma
jor Bennet Riley, the crossing had
moved upstream two-three miles be
low Chouteau's Island.6

Downstream from the upper
crossing were two well-documented
fords which, in time, became known
as the middle crossings. The first
ford, called the Arkansas crossing,
about 25 miles upstream from Fort
Atkinson, was the choice of Santa Fe
travelers from the 1830s through the
early 1850s. As described by 2nd
Lieutenant William D. Whipple, it
was the"old and main crossing of the
Arkansas River to take the Cimar-
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ron route." The second ford, noted by
Randolph Marcy in his 1859 Prairie
Traveler, known as the Cimarron
Crossing, located eight and a half
miles downstream from the first,
was used through the balance of the
decade and into the 1860s7

Interestingly, a review of the lit
erature produced only a single
source from the nineteenth century
which referenced a "middle cross
ing." Describing his trip to Santa Fe
in 1853, W. W. H Davis recalled, "We
passed old Fort Atkinson ... we en
camped ... at the middle crossing
among the sand hills.'tB Regardless,
twentieth-century writers repeat
edly referred to the middle cross
ing(s). Perhaps, logic demanded that
if there were lower and upper cross
ings, there must be a middle cross
ing; or perhaps the paradigm was
borrowed from writers of the historic
period who characterized the springs
along the Cimarron River as upper,
middle, and lower.

Corresponding to the advent of
the Cimarron Crossing, Fran<;ois X.
Aubry conducted an unsuccessful at
tempt in the spring of 1851 to pio
neer a new road from near Cold
Spring in the present Oklahoma
panhandle to the Arkansas River. In
the following fall, his second attempt
resulted in "an excellent wagon road,
well supplied with water and grass,
and avoiding the Jornada and the Ci
marron trail altogether." The route
was well documented by William Al
len in 1852. He wrote that his party
struck "the river 12 miles above
Chouteau's Island and 58 above the
point where the Cimarron Road
crosses the Arkansas." In 1866, the
crossing was reported to be 11 miles
above Chouteau's Island, 71 miles
above the Cimarron crossing, and
five miles above Fort Aubrey, the
short-lived army post named in
honor of Fran<;ois Aubry.9

The so-called middle crossing fell
into disfavor in 1861 with the advent
of mail service to Fort Wise in pres
ent Colorado and the use of the
Bent's Fort road by some govern
ment freight contractors during the
Civil War. 1O Eschewing the regular
route to lower Cimarron spring, the
mail coaches and some freight wag
ons pursued the north bank of the
Arkansas to Bent's Old Fort where
they forded the river to follow Tim
pas Creek to the southwest.ll By
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1868, the Union Pacific (changed to
Kansas Pacific in 1869) arrived at
the little railroad town of Phil Sheri
dan in present Logan County, Kan
sas. From that point, mail, passen
gers, and freight were dispatched
down a newly developed road
through Fort Wallace and on to Fort
Lyon near present Las Animas, Colo
rado. Consequently, overland traffic
on the Bent's Fort road east of Fort
Lyon essentially ceased while traffic
to the west continued to use the ford
at Bent's Old Fort. In 1870, the rail
road reached Kit Carson, Colorado.
from which two roads departed. The
first, a stage route, took a southerly
orientation to Fort Lyon. The second,
a freight road developed by George
McBride and Dick Wootton ran due
south from Kit Carson before turn
ing southwest to Bent's Old Fort and
seven miles farther west to the site of
King's Ferry where La Junta, Colo
rado, was later established. There
Messrs. McBride and Wootton con
structed a toll bridge under the aus
pices of the Kit Carson and Fort Un
ion Bridge Company. Regardless of
the imposing title of the company,
according to P. G. Scott, an 1870
traveler, the bridge was "a very com
mon wooden affair."12

The lower crossing was originally
situated five miles west of the
Caches. Such is at odds with many
writers of the twentieth century who
have placed the lower crossing at the
confluence of Mulberry Creek with
the Arkansas River at the western
end of the south bend. These writers
are well represented by Hobart
Stocking who wrote, "Before many
wheels marked the Road, traders
with merchandise on packhorses
sometimes left the Arkansas and the
Lower crossing at Mulberry
Creek."13

It was at Mulberry Creek that the
survey party arrived on September
6, 1825. Of this location, Joseph
Brown, the surveyor, wrote, "It
would be nearer to cross the river
here and ascend Mulberry Creek to
its source and then go directly to the
lower spring on the Semaron, but on
trial of the way travelers have dis
continued it as unsafe. It is incom
modious of water and timber for fuel,
and wants such prominent land
marks as will be a sure guide. On
this route has been much sufferinf,;
in a dry time 'tis dangerous." 4
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George C. Sibley, one of three com
missioners appointed to oversee the
survey, added, "Mulberry Creek
runs from the South West. It is said
to be very short, not over 20 Miles, &
its head branches interlock with
those of the Grand Saline [Branch of
Cimarron] which runs parallel with
the Arkansas about 30 Miles from it
at this point. At least such is the re
port of two of our Men who have been
across there."IS

Brown's report suggests that the
route along the Mulberry experi
enced limited traffic, perhaps a sin
gle expedition, and that the route
was discontinued because of several
factors: the lack of water, fuel, and
landmarks. Sibley's report mentions
two men associated with the survey
who had taken the Mulberry Creek
route previously. Presumably, those
men were members of the expedition
referenced by Brown. Who were
these men? The most likely candi
dates are Stephen Cooper and Joel
Walker, both members of the survey
party and an 1823 trade expedition
to Santa Fe.

Fortunately, both men left a rec
ord of that expedition. Unfortu
nately, both waited until they were
well advanced in years before record
ing their memoirs. At age 81, Walker
dictated his recollections to R. R.
Thompson. By that time, age had
evidently taken its toll on his mem
ory. He reported that the trip was
taken in 1822, that it was the first
such expedition to Santa Fe, and
that his party had followed the Ar
kansas river to the lower Cimarron
spring, all three statements obvi
ously untrue. Regardless, other in
formation in his narrative does con
firm that the trip described was the
"trial of the way" along Mulberry
Creek described by Brown. To wit,
Walker recalled that the party left
the south bend and "traveled due
west a day and a half." Elsewhere, he
referred to: (1) the creek in opposi
tion to the river; (2) suffering from
the lack of water to the point of
drinking buffalo blood; (3) and bein~

disoriented on several occasions. l

Cooper's autobiography, written at
age 91, is consistent with Walker's
account, especially with regard to
the lack of water and the convoluted
route taken to the lower Cimarron
spring. 17 Parenthetically, both men
described the chance meeting with
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the party dispatched from Taos to re
cover trade goods stored on the Ar
kansas in the previous spring. The
party's destination was what became
known as "the Caches," so-called for
the jug-shaped pits in which the
goods had been hidden.

Interestingly enough, neither
Brown or Sibley wrote of the Mul
berry Creek location as the lower
crossing, nor did Walker or Cooper.
However, Brown did locate the lower
crossing about twenty-five miles up
stream from the Mulberry's mouth
near present Howell, Kansas. He
wrote: "Some turn off at a place
known to the Santa Fe travelers by
the name of the 'Cashes,' near to
which is a rocky point of a hill at
some distance from the river, com
posed of cemented pebbles, and
therefore called Gravel Rocks. At
about 3 miles southwest from this
rock is a place of crossing for those
who travel the lower route, or di
rectly to the aforenamed Semaron
Spring, but this (though in a less de
gree) is subject to the same objec
tions as that directly from the south
bend."18

Two miles west of the Caches was
what Brown called Gravel Rocks,
later known as Point of Rocks. Three
miles upstream from that location
was the ford, which Brown noted as
"a place of crossing for those who
travel the lower route." Later, the
ford was relocated five miles down
stream from its original location.
There, near the Caches where the
Charles Bent caravan camped on
July 4, 1829, Brevet Major Riley had
intended to ford the Arkansas, but
Bent and the traders persuaded him
to continue the march westward to
the upper crossing.19 Exactly how
long this ford was used to reach
lower Cimarron spring subsequent
to the 1829 expedition is not known.
However, the ford appears to be the
one used by the 1833 expedition cap
tained by Charles Bent and escorted
by troops under the command of
Captain William N. Wickliffe. Tak
ing the dry route between Pawnee
Fork and the Caches, the caravan be
came lost and finally reached the Ar
kansas on July 6. Pausing to rest, the
caravan arrived at the lower cross
ing on July 10. On the following day,
the traders continued on to Santa Fe
and the escort returned to Fort Leav
enworth.20 The crossing is clearly
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marked on Brown's map, also on Bre
vet Colonel William E. Merrill's map
of 1868.21

In summation, there were at least
eleven crossings of the Arkansas
River on the Santa Fe Trail: the Mul
berry Creek crossing which saw lim
ited traffic, perhaps a single expedi
tion;22 two variants of the lower
crossing, the first located five miles
west of the Caches, the second near
the Caches; two variants of the so
called middle crossings, the Arkan
sas and the Cimarron; two variants
of the upper crossing, the first l0
cated 20 miles east of Chouteau's Is
land, the second two-three miles be
low the island; Aubry's crossing at
two separate locations; the ford at
Bent's Old Fort; and the crossing at
present La Junta where McBride
and Wootton operated a toll bridge.23

Undoubtedly, there were other
points along the Arkansas River
where some parties crossed but
which were either not recorded or
the records have yet to be found.
NOTES
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
remains in the nursing home in
Lakin, KS, and is currently undergo
ing radiation treatments for skin
cancer. He enjoys hearing from
SFTA friends. Address: PO Box 595,
Lakin KS 67860.

SFTA Ambassador Ralph Hatha
way, Chase, KS, had a recent bout of
illness and was hospitalized for
about a month. He is now at home
and doing much better. He also en
joys hearing from SFTA friends. Ad
dress: 422 Ave L, Chase KS 67524.

• • • •
Richard and Shirley Flint are

leading scholars of the Coronado Ex
pedition. Two of their recent books
are now available. Great Cruelties
Have Been Reported: The 1544 Inves
tigation of the Coronado Expedition
is available from SMU Press, call
(800) 826-8911. The Coronado Expe
dition from the Distance of 460
Years: Papers of the 2000 Coronado
Conference is available from Univer
sity of New Mexico Press, call (800)

like a pot from a wheel,

You were template
for apse and buttress
Icon for Adams, O'Keeffe.

When experts embalmed you
in cement to preserve you,
they smothered you instead.
You tried to return to earth.

Mud, dung, and straw revived you,
bricks mixed by the rancher, the bar-

tender,
the weaver of blue and yellow yams,
the swift hand at cards,

the priest in the Guadalupe T-shirt,
the great grandmother with her

spade,
the clerk with his flute,
the chili vendor
who sees Jesus in dreams.

Women daubed on
your final coat of adobe,
as they would shape
a loaf of bread.

Your walls hold the handprints
of hundreds drawn to bathe
in your healing clay.

••••

21. "Field Notes by Brown"; Kansas With Parts
of Neighboring States and Territories
Map compned by Bv!. Col. Wm. E. Merrill,
RG 77, Notional Archives Services, Wash
ington D. c., shows the lower crossing 10 
cated just west of Fort Atkinson one half
mne from the Caches.

22. Even though the Glenn/Fowler frapping
party of 1821 did cross the Arkansas at
the mouth of Mulberry Creek, it did not
pursue a route to the lower Cimarron
spring. Rother it followed the river west 
word to the mountains. Journal of Jacob
Fowler, 29.

23. Not included in this study are the fords
used by William Becknell in his three trips
to Santo Fe. For on interesting treatment
of these fords, see Donald J. Blakeslee,
'The Rattlesnake Creek and Walnut
Creek Crossings of the Arkansas,"
Wagon Tracks, III (Nov. 1988): 4-5.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Janice Warren, a poet from Dur
ham, NH, earned her BA in English
from Earlham College, Richmond,
Indiana, and she continued her
poetry studies at the University of
New Hampshire. Her work has been
published in Flash!point, Diner, and
Concrete Wolf

In the summer she is a Smutty
nose Steward, one of the summer
caretakers of Smuttynose Island at
the Isles of Shoals in Maine. Her
westerly wanderings have taken her
to Taos and Ranchos Church. The
poem below is noteworthy for its
strong alliteration, its use of asso
nance, and its intimate and empa
thetic address to the church, a sight
both familiar to and loved by many a
Santa Fe Trail traveler, past and
present.

Ranchos Church, Taos, NM

by Janice Warren
You kneel like a sphinx in the desert,
breathe the blue air,
cast amber shadows,
catch winter snow.

Spaniards and Natives
pulled you from earth

see Dorothy Morgan, "Bear Creek Pass
and the Santo Fe Trail," Wagon Tracks, XI
(Aug. 1997): 1. 15-19.

6. Otis EYoung. The First Military Escort on
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the middle crossings.

8. W. W. H. Davis, EI Gringo, New Mexico
and Her People (l857; reprint. Lincoln:
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9. Barry, Beginning of the West, 99, 1042
1043, 1089-1090.

10. Barry, "Ranch at Cimarron Crossing," 348
349.

11. Morris Taylor, First Mail West: Stagecoach
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que: University of New Mexico Press,
1971),68.

12. For a complete treatment of the roods
from Sheridan and Kit Carson, see David
K. Clapsaddle, "The Fort Wallace/Kit
Corson-Fort Lyon Roads," Wagon Tracks,
VIII (Feb. 1994): 11-14.

13. Hobart E. Stocking, The Road to Santa Fe
(New York: Hastings House, 1971), 134.

14. "Field Notes by Brown."
15. Kate L. Gregg (ed.), The Road to Santa

Fe: The Journal and Diaries of George
Champlin Sibley and Others Pertaining
to the Surveying and Marking of a Road
from the Missouri Frontier to the Settle
ments of New Mexico, 1825-1827 (Albu
querque: University of NewMexico Press,
1995), 77. Hobart Stocking inferred that
the town of Ford was named for the Mul 
berry Creek ford, an inaccuracy which
continues to be repeated to this day.
Stocking, Road to Santa Fe, 133. The
town of Ford was named for Colonel
James H. Ford, commander of the Sec
and Colorado Cavalry. "Origin of City
Names," Kansas Historical Collections . VII
(1901-1902): 428.

16. Joel P. Walker. A Pioneer of Pioneers:
Narrative of Adventures Thro' Alabama.
Florida. New Mexico, Oregon, Califor
nia, etc. (Los Angeles: Glen Dawson,
1953), 5-11. The south bend referred to
by Walker was a few miles east of Mul 
berry Creek's mouth.

17. Justus H. Rogers (ed.l. "Autobiography of
Stephen Cooper," Colusa County: Its His
tory (Colusa, CA: Colusa PUblic Library,
n.d.). 354-356; "Field Notes by Brown."

18. Ibid.
19. Young, First Military Escort, 84. This is the

ford Barry mistakenly identified as one of
the middle crossings. See note 7.

20. Louise Barry, Beginning of The West, 233
234. At its advent, the Dry Route merged
with the Wet Route at the Caches. At a
later dote, the Dry Route joined the Wet
Route one mile east of the location cho 
sen to establish Fort Dodge. For a fUll
treatment of 1he Dry Route, see David K.
Clapsaddle, ''The Dry Route Revisited,"
Overland Journal, XVIII (Summer 1999):
2-8.
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• • • •
The Council Grove Republican,

newspaper at one ofthe most historic
sites on the Trail, still carries the fol
lowing misnomer on its masthead:
"Birthplace of the Santa Fe Trail."
With all that authentic history, the
community should stop promoting
such a fabrication.

249-7737.
• • • •

Bent's Old Fort NHS Superinten-
dent Don Hill retired April 1. He be
gan his appointment there in 1986.
He has put in 33 years with the NPS.
Hill was coordinator of the 1993
SFI'A symposium at La Junta. We
wish him well in his retirement.

• • • •
The National Frontier Trails Cen

ter in Independence, MO, is chang
ing the name to National Frontier
Trails Museum. The museum re
cently acquired two additional wag
ons, and they are offering wagon
rides to visitors.

The National Frontier Trails Mu
seum recently opened a new exhibit,
"Westward Fever: The Desire to
Move West." Those attending the
September symposium will get a
chance to see this addition.

• • • •
The Trinidad, CO, Chamber of

Commerce, institutional member of
SFI'A, will alter the focus of the an
nual Santa Fe Trail Days from a
carnival-like atmosphere to a more
Trail-oriented event. This year's pro
gram, June 6-8, will concentrate
more on Trail history by the use of
reenactors from Pueblo and with
Trail-related talks, with programs
presented at both the Bloom Man
sion complex and downtown. Mark
L. Gardner and his banjo will add to
the flavor with a bit of Trail-days
music.

• • • •
El Rancho de las Golondrinas, 334

Los Pinos Rd, 15 miles south of
Santa Fe, offers special Josefina
tours. Maria Josefina Montoya, the
American Girl doll from Spanish co
lonial New Mexico, lived on a haci
enda based on Las Golondrinas. The
museum offers tours of sites shown
in her books. Tours are offered in
2003 on June 13, 19, 27, July 11, 18,
24, August 8, 21, and September 6.
Advance registration required, (505)
473-4169.

The Independence City Council
has hired Larry Hackman, former di
rector of the Truman Presidential
Museum & Library, to consult on the
redevelopment of the National Fron
tier Trails Museum.

restore the site for 50% of his initial
bid. It seems his grandfather had
actually gone to school in the
building and is buried just around
the corner in the Wilmington
Cemetery. Work is scheduled to start
Monday, May 12.

The chapter has almost all of the
funds to cover the restoration. We
will have to start passing the hat
very soon to come up with the rest. If
anyone out there has an interest in
seeing this restoration realized, we
will gladly accept any donation you
wish to give. I know you have all
heard this kind of story before, but
we are so excited about this.

Our trail ride, June 13-21, is
developing nicely. The route is
planned and campsites are estab
lished. Hope to see many trail
enthusiasts out there enjoying the
gorgeous scenery. Call with ques
tions: Carol Retzer (785) 828-3739 or
e-mail at <carolandrick@ grapevine.
net>.
End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenaj@cnsp.com>

The chapter met March 22 with
the Salida del Sol Chapter of the Old
Spanish Trail Association and the
Docents of the Palace of the Gover
nors for a program by Harry Myers,
"Mules, Sheep, Shawls and Specta
cles." He discussed trade in the
Southwest, from early Indian routes
to the Santa Fe Trail and other
trails.

The next program was scheduled
for May 10 at Old Fort Marcy in
Santa Fe with a program by John
Bloom. The chapter is looking for
ward to hosting the Six Western
Chapters meeting June 14-15.

Coraz6n de los Caminos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitmore@newmexico.com>
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/co
razon.htm>

A dozen chapter members, aided
by staff members of Fort Union
National Monument, beat the road
sides of State Highway 161 from
Interstate 25 to Fort Union on April
12. A pickup load of trash, bottles,

••••

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The April meeting was in Morton
County, KS, and the July meeting
will be in Clayton, NM.
Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place # 14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.
Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The spring quarterly meeting was
in Hugoton, April 11. A new turnstile
gate has been installed at Lower Ci
marron Spring, making access easier
to the DAR Marker and the Joyce Ice
house. The Historic Adobe Museum
has completed the application for
certification as an interpretive facil
ity on the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th St
Lyndon KS 66451
785) 828-3739
<carolandrick@grapevine.net>

The chapter has wonderful news.
The board of directors had begun to
accept the possibility of having to
dismantle the old Wilmington School
and establish a park on the
premises. Mark Smith heard of these
plans, and because of his intense
interest in the area, offered to

The Friends of Arrow Rock has
been awarded a $100,000 challenge
grant by the National Endowment
for the Humanities. The Friends also
received a $15,000 gift from Wood &
Huston Bank.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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cans, and other debris was bagged
and sent off to the dump. The views
of the countryside and Fort Union
site are much improved. The best
find of the day was a 1957 New
Mexico license plate-a Mora County
treasure. 'Twas a beautiful warm
and windy day-as spring is usually
in our territory. We carefully bagged
our empty pizza boxes after lunch!

Mitzi Frank, the brand new su
perintendent at Fort Union, joined
our working team too. She arrived in
April from Sitka National Historic
Park, Alaska, where the US pur
chased Alaska from Russia in 1867.

We are looking forward to our
May meeting at Hatch's Ranch as a
splendid event- Ii panel comprised of
Marc Simmons, Jean Brittingham,
Diana Dunn, and Leo Oliva.

Our programs for the rest of this
year have been firmed up:

July 20: 10 a.m., presentation by
Bill Gwaltney on the Buffalo Sol
diers at Fort Union. The Daniels
Family fabulous barbecue dinner
will be available for purchase or you
may bring your own picnic. This is
Fort Union's annual weekend of Cul
tural Encounters on the Santa Fe
Trail. The entrance fee is $3 per per
son ifyou don't have an annual pass.
August 17: field trip along SFT ruts
hosted by the Daniels Family will in
clude their barbecue dinner. We will
meet at 10 a.m. at the Kruse' N
Country Cafe in Wagon Mound.
September 21: Henry Ostrander
will give us a special tour of Rayado
on September 21. We will meet at the
Kit Carson Museum in Rayado at 1
p.m.
October 19: Faye Gaines and Dixie
adorn are leading us up Round
Mound. Details TBA.
November 16: our annual business
meeting and election of directors for
2004-2005 will be held at the St.
James Hotel in Cimarron. Details
TBA.

All of our programs are open to
everyone and we hope to see you
along our section of the Trail!

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vemon Dr
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The spring meeting was held

30

April 6, 2003, at Fort Larned
National Historical Site. The upcom
ing May 3, 2003, Seminar was
reviewed and the meal plan for noon
was presented.

President Gardner gave a report
on the chapter presidents' meeting
at Trinidad. The Santa Fe Trail As
sociation has asked the chapters to
support the marking of the Santa Fe
Trail in a uniform manner along the
original survey of the Trail. Each
chapter would have one kiosk and
two smaller markers. Each marker
would include a map of the entire
Trail, with notations of where the re
maining markers can be found as
wen as information about the cur
rent section of the trail. Each chap
ter would decide where the markers
would be placed in their section of
the Trail. The National Park Service
will provide matching funds. This al
lows our chapter to use "sweat eq
uity" toward our part of the en
deavor.

The SFTA also has asked our as
sistance to raise funds by selling
business membership in our area. It
would provide an inexpensive way to
advertise to around 1200 people.
Our chapter would receive $20 of the
$40 cost for a business membership.

There is a pipeline going through
the Stewart Ruts. Rusti Gardner at
tended a meeting with a representa
tive of the gas line company, owner of
the land, an archaeological consult
ant, and a conservationist. At this
time the plan is to bore under the
ruts so as not to disturb them.

David Clapsaddle will be taking a
Landing display to Kansas City for
the fall symposium. Our Chapter
will sponsor this display.

Summer meeting will be July 12,
2003, at the Clapsaddle residence in
Larned. It will be a covered dish pot
luck at 6:30 p.m.

George Elmore gave the program
on the history of Fort Larned from
farm to national historical site.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Bill Bunyan
2207 McCoy
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8203

The chapter met for a noon lunch
eon meeting on March 12, 2003.
Richard Dryden presented the pro
gram on the chapter's participation
in the Trail mapping project.
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For the seventh year, the chapter
will sponsor a living-history program
as part of Fort Dodge Days. The 2:00
p.m. event will be held in Eisen
hower Hall, Fort Dodge, KS.

Missouri River Outfitters
President John Atkinson
1113 Safari Dr
St Joseph MO 64506
(816) 233-3924
<atkin@mwsc.edu>

The chapter met April 27 at the
National Frontier Trails Museum.
Officers elected for the year are
President John Atkinson, Vice
President Mary Conrad, Secretary
Roger Slusher, Treasurer Nancy
Lewis, Historian Bill Wall, and
Board Members Julie Daicoff, Sandy
Slusher, Ross Marshall, and Anne
Mallinson.

Jane Mallinson reported that
plans for developing the Wayne City
overlook are moving forward. NPS
has recently sent text and signage
plans for discussion and comment.
The site should be completed in time
for the symposium. John Atkinson
recently gave a program in Lawrence
on the Bent brothers and the Santa
Fe Trail. MRO members have been
contacting business along the trail
regarding business memberships.
Plans continue for the September
sympOSIUm.
Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

The chapter met April 6 to elect
new officers, select committees, plan
events for the coming year, and or
ganize for hosting the 2005
symposium. No report is available
from this meeting.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 67114
(620) 284-0313

Some 40 members and guests en
joyed dinner and a program at the
Harvey House Museum in Florence,
KS, on March 6 and 13. Due to lim
ited seating there were two evening
seSSIOns.

Museum members were attired in
Harvey House waitress uniforms.
They served the dinner, which was
followed by a historical program
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about Fred Harvey and his restau
rants and other businesses.

A short business meeting was con
ducted by President Michel, who
showed the signs being fabricated to
mark the auto-tour route through
Marion County.

President Michel and two commit
tee members met with the Marion
County road supervisor on March 1.2.
The county highway department ~Ill
help with locating and erectIng
Santa Fe Trail signs, plus they have
provided a paved turnout at the <?ot
tonwood Crossing DAR marker sIte.

The executive committee met on
April 12 to plan future meetings ~nd
activities. The next chapter meetIng
is May 15 at King Fisher Inn at Mar
ion Lake, with SFTA President Hal
Jackson the featured speaker.

Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 w. 2nd St.
La Junto CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

No report.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the .last .iss.ue.
Those received after this prIntmg
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

BUSINESS/INSTITUTIONAL
A. R. Mitchell Museum & Gallery,

150 E Main, Trinidad CO 81082
City of La Junta, PO Bo 489, La

Junta CO 81050
City of Las Vegas, PO Box 160, Las

Vegas NM 87701
Holiday Inn Express, 27994 Hwy 50

Frontage Rd, La Junta CO 81050
Koshare Indian Museum, 115 W

18th St, La Junta CO 81050
Otero Junior College, 1802 Colorado

Ave, La Junta CO 81050
Rancho Arriba Bed & Breakfast, PO

Box 338, Truchas NM 87578

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Dale and Coleen Creed, 2728 Raw

hide, Lawrence KS 66046
Mike & Lois Keith, 1307 W Trail,

Dodge City KS 67801
Wayne & Bonnie McCandless, 825

Juniper Dr, Manhattan KS 66502
Brian & Cindy Murphy, 17 Larch Dr,

Chester NJ 07930

May 2003

Eric & Sara J. Nyman, 856 Bristol
Way, Liberty MO 64068

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Ronald Dulle, 6144 SEaton Ct, Littleton

CO 80123
Suzanne Murray, HC 01 Box 31,

Rolla KS 67954
Rodney D. Penner, 1809 N Oliver Rd,

Newton KS 67114
Joe Pickett, 14017 Parrish Trail,

Montgomery TX 77316
Allen R. Pike, PO Box 696, Carmel

NY 10512
Lisa Rome, 1013 Polk, Hugoton KS

67951
Emilie Sharp, PO Box 28, Beaver OK

73932
Mark Wilson, 1759 Linda Way,

McKinleyville CA 95519

YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS
Taylor Atwood, 15104 Gillaspie Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
Carson Donoho Bayless, 7955 N 73rd

St, Longmont CO 80503
Renee Brockish, 304 Walnut, Wa

mego KS 66547
Brittany Chasser, 13318 Woodlane

Dr, Wamego KS 66547
Nikki Clayton, 4255 Blue Run Rd, St

George KS 66535
Hannah Cockerill, 305 Oakview Ct,

St George KS 66535
Honesty Cohorst, 308 Vine, Wamego

KS 66547
T. J. Collette, 131117th St, Wamego

KS 66547
Jacob & Makenna DeHart, RR1 Box

52A, Olsburg KS 66520
Kasey Delay, 702 Adam Dr, Wamego

KS 66547
Hillary L. Dreher, PO Box 191,

Wamego KS 66457
Brandon Falder, 3777 Pecan Dr, St

George KS 66535
Jessica Fritz, 702 Locust, Wamego

KS 66547
Rachel Hatfield, PO Box 33, Wamego

KS 66547
Jana Havens, 15105 Elm Slough Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
Brittney Hill, 600 Ash, Wamego KS

66547
Chelsea Kay Hosfelt, 800 Bolderson

Blvd, Wamego KS 66547
Catie Huston, 409 Vine St, Wamego

KS 66547
Russell Jackson, 16540 Cameron

Circle, Wamego KS 66547
Drew Jacobson, 409 Redwood Dr,

Wamego KS 66547
Krisa Johnson, 300 Spruce, Wamego

KS 66547
Candace Judd, 1455 Pearl Dr, Junc

tion City KS 66441
Devin Kesl, 6230 Hopkins Creek Rd,

Wagon Tracks

St George KS 66535
Jonathan Lagerquist, 104 Warnow

Circle, Wamego KS 66547
Sydney Lippman, 706 Country Club

Circle, Wamego KS 66547
Sabrina Martin, 3866 Chestnut, St

George KS 66535
Jennifer McFarlin, 14875 Lake

Crossing Rd, Wamego KS 66547
Saige Morris, 105 E Valley St #23,

Wamego KS 66547
Jacob Mueller, 4825 Auburn Dr,

Wamego KS 66547
Marshall Musser, 12335 Woodland

Dr, St George KS 66535
Shamus Neel, 105 Wilson Circle,

Wamego KS 66547
Stephanie Neilsen, 19200 Marten

Rd, Wamego KS 66547
Susan Overstreet, 422 Redbud Dr,

Junction City KS 66441
Jennie Parker, 5770 Prairie View

Rd, Wamego KS 66547
Olivia Parrish, 1703 Lilac Lane,

Wamego KS 66547
Elizabeth Pitts, 3811 Butternut Dr

#53, St George KS 66535
Kendall Poe, 16580 Cameron,

Wamego KS 66547
Callie Price, 4440 Tuttle Creek Blvd

#305, Manhattan KS 66502
Stephen Reavis, 15055 6th St Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
Erica Smith, 206 Second, St George

KS 66535
Melissa Sterrett, 38973 Paxico Rd,

Paxico KS 66526
Lynsi Stutzman, 614 Broadway,

Belve KS 66407
Lucas Swoyer, 13312 Cedarwood Dr,

St George KS 66535
Storm Sebbutt, 4140 Rockenham Rd,

St George KS 66535
Megan Thoman, 1689 Rust Rd, Con

cordia KS 66901
Jordan Umscheid, 1360 Forrester

Rd, Wamego KS 66547
Evan Whetzel, 2309 K St, Belleville

KS 66935
John White, 10850 Onaga Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
Kevin White, 10850 Onaga Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
Cassie Wolf, 4824 Auburn Dr,

Wamego KS 66547
Dallas Wright, 1227 Colorado, Man

hattan KS 66502
Amy Yenze, 3545 Wilson Circle, St

George KS 66535

NOTICE
DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

JULY 1,2003
YOUR COOPERATION APPRECIATED
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TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 1, 2003. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in chapter reports.
June 6, 2003: Santa Fe Trail Daze
tour sponsored by Cimarron Heri
tage Center, Boise City, OK; call
(580) 544-3479 for information and
reservations.
June 6-8, 2003: Celebration of Trail
history by the City of Trinidad, CO,
and the Santa Fe Trail Museum
there.
June 7-8,2003: Prairie Days at the
Maxwell Wildlife Refuge, 6 miles
north or Canton, KS.
June 14, 2003: First Fort Day at
Fort Union, call (505) 425-8025 for
details.
June 14, 2003: Springer, NM, 1:00
p.m., dedication for Santa Fe Trail
Interpretive Center & Museum, a
National Scenic Byway project.
June 14-15, 2003: Six Western
Chapters gathering, Santa Fe, NM.
For information call (505) 473-3124
or (505) 244-7608.
June 20-23, 2003: Old Spanish Trail
Association annual Conference,
Durango, CO.
July 5, 2003: National Frontier
Trails Museum, Independence, MO,
2:00 p.m., special program "Saca
gawea: Images of the Last Frontier"
presented by Dianne Moran.
July 12, 2003: Wet/Dry Routes

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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5eplember 25,26,27,28
Join us for a tour d

The Mahattie Stagecoach Stop
and Fann In Olathe, Kansas

Chapter, 6:30 p.m. at Clapsaddle's in
Larned. Bring a'dish to share.
July 15, 2003: Deadline for mail bal
lots for SFTA officers & board.
July 19, 2003: End of Trail Chapter
field trip to Los Trigos Ranch near
Pecos River.
July 20, 2003: Fort Union's annual
Cultural Encounters on the Santa Fe
Trail, with program by Bill Gwalt
ney on Buffalo Soldiers at Fort Un
IOn.
Aug. 2, 2003: Las Vegas, NM, CCHP
Places with a Past tour, call (505)
425-8803 for tickets.
Aug. 2-3, 2003: Summer festival and
frontier days, EI Rancho de las
Golondrinas, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., featur
ing Peruvian Paso horses, mountain
men, soldiers, and traders.
Aug. 10-16, 2003: aCTA National
Convention, Manhattan, KS.
Aug. 17, 2003: Corazon Chapter
field trip to see Trail ruts, hosted by
Daniels Family; meet at 10:00 a.m.
at the Kruse'N Cafe, Wagon Mound.
Sept. 11-12, 2003: Fort Riley, KS,

Wagon Tracks

Along the Westport Cut-ofl'
1858 to 1870

special program commemorating
150th anniversary of the post.
Sept. 20, 2003: tentative date for
first membership meeting of
CARTA.
Sept. 21, 2003: Corazon Chapter
field trip to Rayado; meet at Kit Car
son Museum in Rayado at 1:00 p.m.
Sept. 24, 2003: SFTA board meet
ing, Kansas City, MO.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SFTA Sympo
sium, Kansas City, MO.

FROM THE EDITOR
Everything is shaping up for a

great symposium in September, and
I hope to see you there. Early copy is
needed for the August issue, so
please have everything here by July
1. Material received after that date
will appear in the November issue.

Because of space (and this is a
large issue), several items are car
ried over for November. Spend some
time this summer on the Trail.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPRom ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMfTNO.2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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SFTA hikers climb down the arroyo at Apache Ridge, June 14.

For symposium reservations,
please note correct phone
number for Days Inn South
East Motel in Kansas City:

(816) 765-4331

SEPTEMBER 7, 2003
DAR MADONNA REDEDICA

TION AT COUNCIL GROVE, KS

SEPTEMBER 24,2003
SFTA BOARD MEETING

KANSAS CITY

SEPTEMBER 24·28, 2003
SFTA SYMPOSIUM

KANSAS CITY AREA

SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS GATHERING AT SANTA FE, JUNE 14-15
by Inez Ross

SU~NY weather promoted a gala gathering for the Six Western Chapters
meetmg, hosted by End of the Trail Chapter. Early arrivals on Friday evening
attended the Ghost Walk Extraordinaire led by Donna Padilla into the
haunted corners around the Santa Fe Plaza. As she told each tale, a "ghost"
appeared attired in its earthly garb.

At Saturday's registration in the Palace of the Governors, New Mexico
authors offered and signed their Trail books. In the patio guests were wel
comed by EoT President Pam Najdowski and Fran Levine, Director of the Pal
ace Museum. Levine and Archaeologist Stephen Post explained the museum
expansion and the continuing digs at the rear of the complex.

Mike Najdowski led a bus group to view the Trail crossings on the south
side of Santa Fe and the new 8FT sculpture which features a wagon drawn by
six mules and includes four life-size human figures.

On the half-mile hike down Apache Ridge toward Canoncito, Mike chose a
rougher arroyo than planned, giving the group some extra exercise and a
chance to tease him about getting lost on the TraiL

The delicious dinner at the Presbyterian Church that evening was graced
(conlinued on page 3)

INDEPENDENCE: QUEEN CITY
OF THE TRAILS

by Jane Mallinson

[SFTA Ambassador Jane Mallinson
is a charter member of SFTA and a
frequent contributor to WT.j

INDEPENDENCE, MO, will be one
of the host cities for the 2003 sympo
sium. While visiting Independence,
noted author David McCullough
said. "I can't think of another piece of
landscape of similar size where so
many things have happened that
have been more significant in the
story of America." He was speaking
ofJackson County, Missouri, and the
integral part it played in westward
expansionism.

Previous to 1775, the entire conti
nent of North America was divided
among France, England, Spain, and
Russia. The area now known as
Jackson County, by earliest records,
was claimed by the French, and then
acquired by Spain in 1763. It was
ceded back to France and became a
part of the territory purchased from
Napoleon by the United States in
1803.

The "Province of Louisiana" con
tained Missouri, which was desig
nated as a territory in June 1812,
and admitted to the Union as a state
in August 1821. ,Jackson County was
named in honor of Andrew Jackson,
the seventh president of the United
States.

Serving as highway for transpor
tation, the Kansas (or Kaw) and Mis
souri rivers exerted a vital influence
on growth and prosperity within the
county. The first settlements were at
Sibley (near Fort Osage), Independ
ence, and Westport. All were located
near timber and within easy travel
ing distance to water. Sibley was on
the Missouri River, and Independ
ence had big springs. Rivers repre
sent an exciting part of the nation's
past. Before the hoof and the rail
road replaced water highways, river

(continued on page 18)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

I am writing my message somewhat
earlier than usual because I'm
headed into Mexico for a few weeks. I
will be researching the Camino Real
for a guidebook that I have been
working on for over a year. The
Camino Real had real importance for
the Santa Fe Trail. Opened in 1598
the Camino Real connected Mexic~
~New Spain) with its distant prov
mce of New Mexico.

It was but a few years after the
opening of the SFT in 1821 that most
trade goods coming over the SFT
were destined for Chihuahua or far
ther south. Josiah Gregg tells us all
about this traffic in his Commerce of
the Prairies. A most important trav
eler on the Camino Real was Zebulon
Pike. Pike, as a "guest" of the Span
ish authorities, was escorted down
the Camino in 1807 with stops in
Santa Fe and Chihuahua Citv. His
account of the Camino and T e";' Mex
ico was the first by an American and
did much to open the SFT in 1821
and eventually the conquest of the
Southwest in 1846-1847.
. I managed to visit three. or maybe
It was four, chapters in the last few
months. The Quivira Chapter in Ly
ons.. KS. invited me over in early
spnng and I attended the Fort
Larned Old GuardlWet-Dry Chapter
meeting in Larned on the same trip.
Later I traveled to Marion, KS, for a
meeting of the Cottonwood Cl'ossing
Chapter. And in June I was asked by
Helen Brown to speak at the Grass
land Heritage celebration in Elk
hart, KS. My visitations tell me that
our Association and chapters are do
ing very well. Folks remain commit
ted to the SFT and it preservation.

The Six Western Chapters meet
ing was held in Santa Fe in June and
had some 100 attendees. Planning
was accomplished by Margaret
Sears. Margaret suffered a fall
hortly before the meeting and was
u~able to attend. Her careful plan
Olng was clearly in evidence how
ever. Pam and Curly Najdowski
were the "visible" hosts and did a
great job.

Pike's biographer called Pike the
"Lost Pathfinder." Curly ajdowski
is Pike reincarnate! He took us on
q.uite a trek over Apache Ridge get
hng lost but once. We all had a great
time wandering around and eventu-
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All matters relatin~ to Wagon
TrQ{'hs should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva. PO Box 31.
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (7 5) 425-6865

E-Mail: <editor@santafetrail.org>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters
Santa Fe Trail Center. RR 3 Bo~
137. Larned KS 67550; Office Man
ager Linda Revello.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

ally made it down safely. Thanks to
Pam, Curly, and the others.

This is the last issue of WT before
the September symposium, and eve
ryone should have received details
and registration forms by now. The
SFTA board will meet September 23,
and all members are invited to at
tend. Results of the election will be
announced at the meeting. We look
forward to a great program in Kan
sas City, and I hope to see you there.
Get those reservations in before Sep
t~mbeT 1 and save the late registra
tIOn fee.

O?r board meeting and chapter
preSIdent workshop in Trinidad in
March was reported in the last issue
of WT. One important issue, you'll
recall, was an attempt to increase
substantially our business member
ships. There has been a modest in
crease in such memberships with
Dub Couch of Bent's Fort Chapter
leading the charge. About half of our
new business memberships are a re
sult of Dub's efforts.

Finally, I can report that we are to
receive funding for three education
workshops. Chris Day and Marcia
Fox wrote the proposal for the assis
tance, and the NPS saw the value of
these training sessions and matched
our money. Planning is scheduled for
this summer with three workshops
to be held in 2004. The tentative lo
cations for the workshops are: La
mar, CO: Council Grove. KS: and
Santa Fe, NM. This. by the way, was
the summer that Chris Day and
Janet Armstead took their students
on the SFT. I don't know how manv
such summer trips they have com"
pleted, but it's a lot. They required
every student to join the SFTA as
well. Bravo!

-Hal Jackson

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
~ss~iation. a nonprofit organiza·
tIon Incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome. but they be
come. the property of WT and may
be edIted or abndged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An·
nual subscriptions are obtained
through member hip in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the trea
surer (address below).

Membership Categories
Lue $885
Benefactor $1.000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/y~ar
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/yeal'
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva. PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341. <editol'@santafetrail.org>
President: Hal Jackson. 45 Calle
del Norte. Placitas l1\187013 (505)

67-1742. <halitojackS@aol. com>
Vice-President: Anne ~1allinson.

964 NW 600, Centerview ~1O

64019 (816) 230·7228. < FTA1fRO
@aol.com>
Secretary: Michael Olsen. 5643
Sonnet Hei~hts. Colorado Sprmgs.
CO 80918 (719) 559-1955. <Olsen
Miguel@aol.com>
Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters
Santa Fe Trail Center. RR 3:
Larned KS 67550 (620) 285-2054.
FAX (316) 285-7491. <trailassn@
larned.net>
2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Anne Mallinson. see above under
VIce-president.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. PiteI. PO Box 31386. Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704. <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>
Directors:
John Atkinson. MO (816) 233·

3924
Helen Brown. KS (620) 697-4,">97
Clint Chambers. TX (806)-791-

3612
Dub Couch. CO (719) 254-3000
Faye Gaines. NM (505) 485-2473
Robert Kincaid. TX (940) 6 4-1531
_'ancy Lewis. MO ( 16) 229-8379
Richard Louden. At-Large (719)

946·5513
Ramon Powers. At-Large (7 5)

47 -9526
Mike Slater. OK (5 0) 327-5249
Joanne VanCoevern. KS (785)

825-8349
Stephen Whitmore. NM (505) 454·

0683
Vacancy. CO
Vacanc)·. OK

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www,santafetrail.org>
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BETTY BRADDOCK

Betty (Cobb) Braddock, retired
director of the Kansas Heritage
Center in Dodge City, died June 11,
2003, following surgery in Rochester,
Minnesota. She was 80 years old.
She wa, a charter member of SITA
and founding member of the Dodge
City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron Chapter.
A native of Dodge City and graduate
of St. Mary of the Plains College
there. Betty was a teacher for many
years in Dodge City elementary
schools and then served as assistant
director of the Kansas Heritage
Center, 1968-1982, and director,
1982-1992. She continued to visit
and volunteer at the Heritage Cen
ter after retirement.

Dave Webb, assistant director at
the Heritage Center. wrote these
words about her: "under Betty' di
rection, the Kansas Heritage Center
broadened its focus from being pri
marilya library and resource center
to become also a retail sales outlet
with learning supplies for schools
and libraries. as well as a publisher
of materials relating to Kansas and
the Old West. Our research files are
crowded with information Bettv
gathered. our bookshelves are full ;f
books she selected, but her enduring
legacy here will surely be 'Betty's
Notes.' ComplIed from thousands of
notations Betty made as she read
copies of Dodge City's newspapers.
this database is often the first source
we check when questions arise about
early Dodge City. Currently, there
are over 6,200 pages in her "Notes,"
covering a time frame from the late
1870 to 1930. As we discover addi
tional pertinent information, we pe
riodically add to her work."

She is fondly remembered by Leo
Oliva, who served as a consultant to
the Kansas Heritage Center for sev
eral publication projects and taught
a number of workshops for teachers
there during Betty's tenure. She
loved history. encouraged its study.
and made the resources of the Heri
tage Center available for teachers.
students, and the general public. She
was an authoritv on the rich history
of Dodge City. . .

Condolences are extended to her
familY and friend . :\lemorials may
be simt to the Kansas Heritag~
Center. PO Box 1207, Dodge City KS
67801.

Allglll,! 2003

DONOR HONOR ROLL
A form for donations to SITA was
included in the last issue and will be
a regular insert in WT. Those who
contribute will be recognized. Spe
cial thanks is extended to the follow
ing for recent donations:

Milton and Bette Dobkin
Beverly Jackson
Laura Jackson
Leone and Robert Moore
Mary Morton

NPS SHARES AWARD WITH
TRAIL ASSOCIATIONS

JERE Krakow, superintendent of
the National Trails System Office in
Santa Fe, recently announced that
his office was awarded this year's In
termountain Region Garrison Gold
Award. This is an internal National
Park System award for the best over
all interpretive program. The nomi
nation was based on the total
program for both the Santa Fe Trail
and Trail of Tears. The award in
cludes a pottery storyteller by Mary
and Leonard Trujillo from Cochiti
Pueblo and $2,000 for the interpre
tive budget.

Supt. Krakow has graciously
shared this award, presenting
$1,000 to the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion and $1,000 to the Trail of Tears
Association. Congratulations and
thanks are extended to Krakow and
hi staff.

PARTICIPANTS SOUGHT FOR
SYMPOSIUM BOOK EXHIBIT

by Dorothy Kroh
(Dorothy Kroh is book exhibit coordi
nator for the symposium.)

You are invited to be a part of the
ever-popular Book Room Sales Dis
play. Reservations for participation
should be placed with Dorothy Kroh,
8812 West 6th St, Shawnee Mission,
KS 66202 or e-mail to kroh@
planetkc.com. Questions. phone 913
722-4241.

Submit name, address, zip code,
phone. e-mail, FAX.. Request the
number of tables you desire and ad
ditional space for ·displays. Reserva
tions are limited to space available,
so reserve early. There will be no
charge for tables: but you are asked
to donate two items to the SITA Auc
tion. proceeds to benefit the SITA
Scholarship Fund.

Wagon Trarhs

Don Alberts explains the confrontation
at Glorieta Pass at the site of the battle
as Curtiss Frank listens.

SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS
(continued from page /J

by the presence of Dona Tules in a
lively retelling of her life, accompa
nied by music, singing, dancing, and
banter with the audience. VanAnn
Moore was the performer.

On Sunday Mike Najdowski led
the car caravan to the Civil War bat
tlefield sites of Apache Canon and
Glorieta, where Don Alberts, histo
rian and author, explained the
events of the battle called "The Get
tysburg of the West." The lecture on
the narrow busy road proved the ne
cessity of continuing our push to re
locate Highway 50 and preserve the
battlefield site.

At Pecos National Historic Park
Superintendent Dennis Ditmanson
and Ranger Lorenzo Vigil showed
the ruts and explained Trail sites.
The day ended with a visit to San
Miguel del Vado. the village where
the wagons crossed the Pecos River.

Everyone declared the weekend a
grand success with seeing old
friends, meeting new ones, and
learning more about the Trail.

VanAnn Moore as Dona Tules.
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WOLVES, COYOTES, AND ROADRUNNERS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Phyllis Morgan

[This is fifth in a series about wildlife
on the Trail by SFTA member Mor
gan. She extends thanks to Wyman
Meinzer for permission to use his coy
ote photograph. Next topic in this se
ries will be mustangs on the Trail.]

GREENHORNS taking their'first
trip with trading caravans on the
Santa Fe Trail may have had little
knowledge of the differences be
tween wolves and coyotes when they
first started out. It would not be long,
however, before they could distin
guish between the two species. Wild
members of the large dog family
Canidae, these canids were found
across the North American prairies,
particularly on the buffalo ranges.

The gray wolf (Canis lupus), or
Mexican lobo, was emblematic of the
open prairies. Like the buffalo, ante
lope, prairie dogs, and other animals
of the plains, wolves were found in
incredible numbers. Also like the
buffalo, they were almost hunted to
extinction. Formidable predators,
they roamed great distances hunting
buffalo and other large mammals
along the Santa Fe Trail. They live
and hunt in family groups, or packs,
in a sodal order called a dominance
hierarchy. Adult males weigh from
75 to 110 pounds, measure 5 to 6Y2
feet long (tail included), and stand
2Y2 feet tall at the shoulder. Adult fe
males are smaller than males.)

The presence of large numbers of
wolves on the prairies indicated to
Trail travelers that buffalo were also
close by. Stanley Vestal described
the scene in the heart of the buffalo
country in his book The Old Santa Fe
Trail (1939). "Far and wide, on every
hand, the sign of those majestic ani
mals was to be seen, and at all sea
sons. Everywhere the short grass
was dotted with dried buffalo chips.
Everywhere the turf was criss
crossed by narrow trails leading to
and from the river. Evervwhere
bleaching bone, broad skulls, and
hoary, flaking horns marked the
sites where savage hunters or more
savage wolves had thrown their prey
to earth. Everywhere the soil had
been scooped into shallow. saucer
like depressions by wallowing bison.
.. in any season, those wallows were
an unfailing sign that buffalo ranged
the country. And now, as gray wolves
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Gray Wolf.

were seen insolently trotting along
the ridges, everyone knew that the
herds could not be far off. Every man
in the caravan felt his blood begin to
heat with buffalo fever."z

The gray wolf, although generally
gray in color, may also be white,
brown, or black. Trail travelers
wrote about seeing both gray and
white wolves and about their large
numbers. James Ross Larkin of St.
Louis, like a number of young men of
his time, took the Trail west to seek a
cure for his ailments. He made a note
in his "memorandum book" on Octo
ber 6. 1856: "Wolves-white & gray
ranging about the prairies in
plenty."3 Almost two years later, on
September 30, 1858, gold-seeker
David Kellogg, on his way to Colo
rado, wrote in his diary at Cow
Creek: "Caught some fish in this
stream. The country well watered
and grass luxuriant. Buffalo and
their attendants, big white wolves,
very plentiful."l Other Trail observ
ers mentioned seeing packs com
posed entirely of white wolves. As
time passed and the Trail became
more and more heavily traveled,
only gray wolves were mentioned in
travelers' journals and diaries. The
white wolves seem to have disap
peared. There is no explanation in
the literature, including biological
literature, for this occurrence.

Travelers on the Trail often wrote

Wagon Trachs

about wolves following their wagons.
They would usually lope along be
hind the caravans at a safe distance,
having learned early to stay out ofri
fle range. In 1850, John James Cle
minson traveled with his wife, Lydia
Ann, and six children in a wagon
train of emigrants headed over the
Trail from Independence, Missouri.
Their final destination, San Diego,
California, was safely reached after
a grueling trip lasting three days
short of a year. Cleminson wrote in
his journal at Lower Cimarron
Spring on August 31, 1850: "There
are on the plains a great number of
wolves. They are around us everv
day more or less, and sometimes
come quite near to our wagons.""

In 1831 Albert Pike, traveling
with a caravan led by Charles Bent,
noted the abundance ofwolves on the
Trail. He wrote, "Our oxen, from
hunger and drought, began to fail.
and we were, every day or two,
obliged to leave one behind us. The
hungry jaws ofthe white wolves soon
caused them to disappear from the
face of the earth, and by thus afford
ing these voracious animals food, we
had a continual train of lean, lank
and gaunt followers, resembling
Hunger-demons, following us steal
thily by day, and howling around us
by night." Pike continued, "Our oxen
were daily decreasing in number,
and our train of wolves enlarging. I
can give the reader some idea oftheir
number and voracity, by informing
him that one night, just at sunset, we
killed six buffaloes, and having time
to butcher and take to camp only
three, we left the other three on the
ground, skinned and in part cut up.
The next morning there was not a
hide, a bone, or a bit of meat, within
fifty yards of the place. ,,6

An earlier Pike, Zebulon Mont
gomery on his 1806 expedition to the
Southwest, said little about wolves.
but he recorded a method his party
tried to prevent wolves from taking
their game. On October 15, 1806,
near Walnut Creek in present Kan·
sas, Pike wrote: "Killed two buffalo
and left part of our clothing with
them to scare away the wolves." The
next day, when they returned to the
buffalo, Pike noted that the human
scent was ineffective: "found a great
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many wolves at them, notwithstand
ing the precaution taken to keep
them off." They dined on what re
mained, "some marrow bones.'"

William . Byers, co-publisher of
the Roclly Mountain News, wrote
from Fort Aubry (established in the
fall of 1865) after arriving in an east
bound stagecoach from Bent's Fort
in January 1866. He described how
the "excessively cold" weather and
deep snow had forced wagon trains
to lay up for the winter along the Au
bry and Cimarron roads to Fort Un
ion and Santa Fe. Some freighters
had lost as many as two-thirds of
their cattle. He added: "Wolves fol
low and hang about the buffalo herds
in incredible numbers."s

Another trail letter was written
by Dr. Michael Steck on December
11, 1852, after reaching Santa Fe.
He had left Independence on October
10, 1852, to assume his post in New
Mexico as agent for the Mescalero
Apaches. His small party of 23 pe~

pIe traveled in mostly inclement
weather in three mule-drawn car
riages wi th three wagons for bag
gage and provisions and several ani
mals for riding. Describing their
progress toward Fort Atkinson (l~

cated on the Arkansas River west of
present Dodge City), Dr. Steck
wrote: "We continued on ... without
anything to interrupt us except an
occasional squall of snow. We killed
several Buffalo and occasionally a
Wolfwhen we thought he showed too
much impudence. They are generally
shy, but we see immense numbers of
them. A common thing to see [is] 50
at a sight and in the region of the
Buffalo. In the daytime, never out of
sight of them, see hundreds in a day.
They live upon the Buffalo, the
[calves] and old ones. They select
[one to run down], surround it and
keep snapping it in the hind leg until
they hamstring it. This accom
plished, they get him down and fre
quently in an hour devour the larg
est Buffalo."9

Lured by the account of John C.
Fremont's tour to the Rockies in
1842 and 1843, 17-year-old Lewis
Garrard, started out as a greenhorn
in 1846. With youthful exuberance,
he quickly took to the life of the fron
tiersman and became a full-fledged
member of the buffalo-hunting par
ty-once he was able to figure out
some essential skills, such as how to
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catch his horse Paint, "an animal
given to all sorts of malicious dodg
ing." Garrard recounted in his classic
account Wah-to- Yah and the Taos
Trail (1850): "... a band of buffalo
ran across our path with two hun
dred or more large wolves, who, with
outstretched necks and uplifted
sharp heads, were in sure, noiseless,
though swift pursuit. It was a mag
nificent sight to watch them dashing
along-the poor buffalo straining
their utmost to elude the sharp fangs
of their persecutors-the wolves gain
ing at every stride. On they went,
now out of sight, now in the river,
where the buffalo had the advan
tage; a cool swim invigorated the
pursuers, who, loping with dripping
hair, howled, as they pressed on to
victory. ,,10

After butchering a buffalo where
it had fallen, Garrard related: "Load
ing our animals with choice pieces of
the tender cow, we left for the Trail,
much to the apparent satisfaction of
some wolves, loping and howling or
sitting on their haunches, seemingly
resolved to bide their time. Looking
back, after we left a short distance,
we saw them fighting, with their
tails whisking about quite lively, in
the struggle for 'spoils.'''11

Frank Edwards, a Missouri
Mounted Volunteer in the Mexican
American War, recounted in his book
A Campaign in New Mexico with
Colonel Doniphan (1847): "Large
gray wolves abound in all parts of
the prairies and in Mexico, but par
ticularly about the buffalo range.
They are generally seen in packs,
and will scent fresh meat or blood at
a great distance (as much as a mile
or more); and being exceedingly cow
ardly they never attack man-and
unless driven by hunger will not kill
any animal, preferring dead car
casses. It was almost impossible to
get any sleep during the night after
we had killed any cattle, as these
animals would assemble around our
camp, and, sitting upon their
haunches, howl in the most mourn
ful manner all night long. Captain
Fisher having been obliged to leave a
sick horse behind one morning, sent
back two men to kill him about an
hour afterwards, his feelings for his
tried steed making him wish to spare
him further suffering. When the two
men reached the spot where he had
been left, a few picked bones, sur-
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rounded by a pack of snarling
wolves, were all they found."}:!

Edwards expressed the belief
held, or observation made, by a
number of Trail travelers that
wolves would not attack human be
ings. Josiah Gregg, for instance,
stated in Commerce on the Prairies
(1844): "I have never known these
animals, rapacious as they are, [to]
extend their attacks to man, though
they probably would if very hungry
and a favorable opportunity pre
sented itself."13 A few men, however,
told of very close encounters with
wolves on the prairies. For example,
Captain James McClure walked
ahead of his supply train, only to be
chased back by wolves. "I will never
forget the terrible ordeal," he later
declared, "and the relief I felt when I
found myself safe from their
fangs."14 Even Gregg had an encoun
ter with a gray wolf, although it was
not as threatening as McClure's, and
he admitted that he had been the one
to make the first challenge.

Richens Lacy "Uncle Dick" Woot
ton detested the wolves who pestered
him, although he did not fear they
would attack him. He recalled,
"When hunting buffalo, I have sat
many a time all night by a blazing
fire, throwing the red-hot brands
every now and then at a pack of
wolves, to keep them from stealing
the game which I had slaughtered."
He noted one incident when "there
must have been hundreds of the vi
cious brutes in the pack that kept me
company all night. They would come
so close that I could see their eyes
shining like balls of fire in the dark
ness, and all the time they kept up a
snapping and snarling which would
have set a man crazy who did not
know what cowardly brutes they
were." Wootton stated he did not
usually waste ammunition to kill
wolves, but that time "I killed three
or four during the night and the dead
wolves were at once torn to pieces
and devoured by the balance of the
dirty gang of cannibals. They
sneaked away just before daylight
came in the morning, but they had
given me a might lively all-night
serenade."l5

The wolfs four fangs at the front
of the mouth may be as long as two
inches from root to tip and are spe
cialized for grabbing, wounding, and
killing prey. The other 38 teeth per-
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form other specific functions, includ
ing sharp side teeth to cut tough
muscle and flat teeth in the back of
the mouth to crush bone so that it
can be swallowed easily.

An incident involving a wolf in the
1860s was told by Theodore Wei
chselbaum in his recollections of ex
periences as a merchant on the
Santa Fe Trail: "In one of my con
tracts out at Fort Larned, I hired
[James M.] Harvey and his ox team.
He was with me thirty days on the
trip. I saved his life near Larned. A
large white wolf frothing at the
mouth had attacked him when I hap
pened to be near. I drew my revolver
and killed the wolf."16 Years later,
Harvey would become governor of
Kansas. The attacking wolf could
possibly have been rabid, and as any
one on the prairie knew, a rabid ani
mal, whether wild or domesticated,
was apt to attack and kill a human
being-or inflict a wound that would
cause the injured person to suffer a
horrible, painful death from hydro
phobia.

That happened at Fort Larned in
August 1868 when a rabid wolf in
vaded the post and attacked several
people, including Corporal Mike
McGuillicuddy, who was a patient in
the post hospital. The other victims
were treated by the post surgeon and
survived, but Corporal McGuilli
cuddy refused to have a torn finger
amputated, and he died from hydro
phobia a month later. A dog at the
post was also bitten by the wolf and
died from hydrophobia.1T

Considering the overwhelming
numbers of wolves, they seldom
threatened the lives of travelers on
the Trail. Nevertheless, wolves could
be very troublesome, adding to the
annoyances faced by travelers along
their routes. An "annoying" situation
was caused by a wolf when Hezekiah
Brake took the Trail in 1858 to the
Fort Union area where he became a
manager of a dairy. Brake wrote
about it in a narrative of his experi
ences: "We crossed the Cimarron
that night and drank a cup of tea on
the opposite bank. Wrapped in our
blankets, we lay down as usual to
sleep, but something kept me awake:
I did not know but what it might be
prairie dog or antelope [his dinner].
Louis [a member of his party] was
the sleepiest headed of mortals.
Once asleep, nothing short of an
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earthquake would have disturbed
him. As I slept lightly and wakened
easily, I always kept my boots and
my only pony bridle under my head,
in order that I might be prepared for
any emergency that might arise. I
had just fallen asleep, when I felt
something move under my head. I
put up my hand: one of the boots and
the bridle were gone. I sprang up in
time to see in the dim light, the out
line ofa large wolf, but the yell I gave
must have disconcerted his wolfship,
for he ran, leaving the boot and bri
dle. My companion knew nothing of
it the next morning, and but for the
condition ofmy property, would have
kept on insisting that it was all 'a
bootless dream.' I had no fancy, how
ever, to ride into Fort Union on a
pony wearing a rope bridle, myself
minus one boot, and I praised the
Fates that I had recovered my confis
cated goods."IS

A young British adventurer,
George Frederick Ruxton, chronicled
his travels from Mexico through EI
Paso, across New Mexico, and into
Colorado in his celebrated book Ad
ventures in Mexico and the Rocky
Mountains (1847). Continually am
azed at the brazen boldness and sa
gacity of wolves and coyotes, he re
called camping along "a stream in a
thickly-timbered bottom that was
soon infested with wolves": n.•. I
could scarcely leave my saddles for a
few minutes on the ground without
finding the straps of raw hide
gnawed to pieces; and one night the
hungry brutes ate up all the ropes
which were tied on the necks of the
animals and trailed along the
ground. [The ropes] were actually
devoured to within a yard of the
mules'throats."19

In Life in the Far West (1849), his
highly-acclaimed account of moun
tain men and the fur trade, Ruxton
observed: "Wolves are so common on
the plains and in the mountains,
that the hunter never cares to throw
away a charge of ammunition upon
them, although the ravenous ani
mals are a constant source of annoy
ance to him, creeping to the camp
fire at night and gnawing his saddles
and apishamores [saddle blankets
made of buffalo-calf skin], eating the
skin ropes which secure the horses
and mules to their pickets, and even
their very hobbles, and not unfre
quently [sic] killing or entirely dis-
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abling the animals themselves."2o
On his way to Colorado, Ruxton

was followed for days by a lone wolf,
"a large grey wolf": "Every evening,
as soon as we got into camp, he made
his appearance, squatting quietly
down at a little distance, and after
we had turned in for the night help
ing himself to anything lying about.
Our first acquaintance commenced
on the prairie where I had killed two
antelope, and the excellent dinner he
then made, on the remains of the two
carcasses, had evidently attached
him to our society. In the morning, as
soon as we left the camp, he took pos
session, and quickly ate up the rem
nants of our supper and some little
extras I always took care to leave for
him. Shortly after he would trot after
us, and, if we halted for a short time
to adjust the mule-packs or water
the animals, he sat down quietly un
til we resumed our march. But when
I killed an antelope, and was in the
act of butchering it, he gravely
looked on, or loped round and round,
licking his jaws, and in a state of evi
dent self-gratulation. I had him
twenty times a day within reach of
my rifle, but he became such an old
friend that I never dreamed of mo
lesting him."21 A century later,
Southwestern folklorist and author
J. Frank Dobie commented on Rux
ton's sympathy toward the lone wolf:
"No American contemporary of Rux
ton's on the frontier would have re
sisted killing that wolf."22

There are few references to hunt
ing wolves in Trail literature, but
their pelts were valuable in the fur
trade. Most of the wolf hunts were
conducted by hunters rather than
Trail travelers, and there were hunt
ers on the Trail. James J. Webb, a
prominent merchant engaged in the
trade with New Mexico who recorded
his recollections, gave the following
description of hunting wolves: "To
give some idea of the numbers of
wolves on the prairie in the buffalo
range, I will give an account of two
men formerly conductors of the mail
from Independence to Santa Fe. I
think it was in 1854 or 1855 they
went to Walnut creek and built a
small mud fort, and in summer they
would sell what few knickknacks
they could to traders and other pass
ing travelers, and in winter their
business was to kill wolves for the
skins. They would kill a buffalo and
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cut the meat in small pieces and
scatter it about in all directions a
half a mile or so from camp, and so
bait the wolves for about two days.
Meantime, all hands were preparing
meat in pieces about two inches
square, cutting a slit in the middle
and opening it and putting a quan
tity of strychnine in the center and
closing the parts upon it. When a suf
ficient amount was prepared, and
the wolves were well baited, they
would put out the poisoned meat.
One morning after putting out the
poison, they picked up sixty-four
wolves, and none of them over a mile
and half from camp. The proceeds
from that winter's hunt were over
four thousand dollars."~3

Countless travelers wrote about
the howling of wolves and coyotes.
Larkin was among the numbers who
recorded their dislike for the noise:
"Wolves howling & crying near our
camp makes a hideous noise. "z·) The
adjective "hideous" seems to be the
word of choice among Trail travelers
in their descriptions of the howling,
which caused many sleepless hours
and nights for travelers along the
Trail, or at least until the fatigue
from the long days' journeys, some
times extending until late after dark,
inured them to the nightly "sere
nades."

Edwards told about an ear
offending incident caused by a wolf
while he was standing as sentinel on
the outer side of his company's
horses at Big Timber on the Arkan
sas: "I was leaning upon my carbine,
with my back to a small ravine along
the edge of which my post extended
and my mind in a quiet reverie,
when, suddenly, from behind a bush,
not three feet from me, a big gray
wolf set up his dismal cry uncon
scious of my presence. It, annoy
ingly, took me by surprise;-snatch
ing up a stone, r hurled it after his
howling wolfship as he dashed pre
cipitately down the ravine. I would
have given something to have been
allowed to shoot him, but as orders
were to shoot nothing of less size
than an Indian, I dared not alarm
the camp by a shot."2ij It was custom
ary for Trail companies to have a
regulation that no one could fire a
gun in or around camp unless one's
life or the safety of the company de
pended on it.

The wolfs howl has a long, mourn-
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ful slide from a high note to one down
an octave or more. The howl of the
coyote, heard particularly at dawn
and dusk, was considered more "me
lodious" by some. Garrard described
their "song": "For the first night or
two after entering the buffalo region,
we were serenaded by the coyote
wolf, a species of music much like a
commingled bark, whine, yelp, and
occasionally a spasmodic laugh, now
tenor, now basso; then one would
take a treble solo, and, after an ear
piercing prelude, all would join in
chorus, making an indescribable dis
cord.":t6

Marion Russell remembered hear
ing the howling of coyotes during her
travels over the Trail in the 1850s
and 1860s, when she was a young
girl in the company of her mother
and brother: "While most of the driv
ers slept under the wagons, the
women and children slept inside the
wagons or in tents. Each night we
pitched the tent close to the wagon
and it spread its dark wings over the
three of us.... I would awaken to
hear the coyote's eerie cry in the
darkness. I would creep close to
mother and shiver. Sometimes one of
the mules would start a great bray
ing, and others would take it up
making the night hideous."z7

Years later in the 1910s when the
federal government and others were
waging a war of extermination
against coyotes on all fronts, the
great naturalist Ernest Thompson
Seton wrote in his Wild Animals at
Home (1917): "I must confess that if
by any means they should succeed in
exterminating the Coyote in the
West, I should feel that I had lost
something of very great value. I
never fail to get that joyful thrill
when the "Medicine Dogs" sing their
"Medicine Song" in the dusk, or the
equally weird and thrilling chorus
with which they greet the dawn; for
they have a large repertoire and a re
markable register."z Researchers
who study coyotes believe they howl
for several reasons: to communicate
with other coyotes; as a warning to
other coyotes; and to announce a
weather change-studies point to a
falling barometer as a cause of howl
ing. Some are convinced that coyotes
also do it for pure enjoyment.

Although able to compete with the
gray wolf in noise-making, the coyote
(Canis latrans, literally meaning
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Coyote howling (photo courtesy of Wy
man Meinzer).

barking dog) is smaller and less pow
erful than his fearsome relative. Fre
quently called the prairie wolfor coy
ote wolf by frontiersmen, the coyote
was also known as the prairie jackal.

Adult males on the plains are
about 4 feet long (includes tail about
14 inches long), stand about 2 feet at
the shoulder, and weigh about 25 to
40 pounds.:w Most live alone or in
pairs, although they may form a
pack of three to eight members. On
the buffalo range during Trail days,
they fed on the remains of carcasses
left by wolves or men. They prey on
smaller mammals, such as prong
horn, goats, sheep, and cattle, in par
ticular the young or infirm, and on
rabbits and rodents, including prai
rie dogs, gophers, mice, and rats.
They also eat a variety of reptiles
and insects. Well-known for their
taste for chicken, other fowl or birds
will do for a meal. They will eat what
is available in their environment or
in season, such as juniper berries,
mesquite beans, watermelons, and
other fruit. J. Frank Dobie once com
mented: "The coyote's favorite food is
anything he can chew; it does not
have to be digestible."30

James Brice, employed as a mail
carrier on the Santa Fe Trail in the
1860s, described in his Trail reminis
cences how a few coyotes brought
down a buffalo: "When I was conduc
tor running with the mail, I saw
three coyotes attack a lone buffalo on
the Arkansas, opposite Fort Mann.
One kept jumping at his head as if
trying to catch his nose and two kept

7



jumping at his hamstrings until they
severed them. Then he became pow
erless, falling down, and they
pounced upon his body and began to
devour him."31

Coyotes were also observed taking
turns running down larger prey. In
his descriptions of '''the cayeute' of
the mountain men, the 'wach
unkamnet' or 'medicine wolf of the
Indians, who hold this animal in rev
erential awe," Ruxton stated: "[The
cayeute], whose fur is of great thick
ness and beauty, although of diminu
tive size, is wonderfully sagacious,
and makes up by cunning what it
wants in physical strength. In bands
of from three to thirty, they will not
unfrequently [sic] station them
selves along the 'run' of the deer and
antelope, extending their line for
many miles-and the quarry being
started, each will follow in pursuit
until tired, when it relinquishes the
chase to another relay, following
slowly after until the animal is fairly
run down, when all hurry to the spot
and speedily consume the carcass."32

Ruxton continued: "The cayeute,
however, is often made a tool of by
his larger brethren, unless, indeed,
he acts from motives of spontaneous
charity. When a hunter has slaugh
tered game, and is in the act of
butchering it, [the cayeute] sits pa
tiently at a short distance from the
scene of operations, while at a more
respectful one the large wolves (the
white or gray), lope hungrily around,
licking their chops in hungry expec
tation. Not unfrequently [sic] the
hunter throws a piece of meat to
wards the smaller one, who seizes it
immediately, and runs off with the
morsel in his mouth. Before he gets
many yards with his prize, the large
wolf pounces with a growl upon him,
and the cayeute, dropping the meat,
returns to his former position and
will continue his charitable act as
long as the hunter pleases to supply
him."33 When meat was available,
the wolf, capable of killing a coyote
with one crush of its jaws, always ate
first.

In his vivid description of Bent's
Fort, visited in the spring of 1847,
Ruxton noted the presence of coyo
tes: "Outside the fort, at any hour of
the day or night, one may safely wa
ger to see a dozen coyotes, or prairie
wolves, loping round, or seated on
their haunches, and looking gravely
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on, waiting patiently for some
chance offal to be cast outside."s.j

According to Vestal, coyotes also
gave "good sport" on the Trail for
"the hunters who would ride a little
ahead of the caravan, with their
hounds at heel": "... in chasing coyo
tes the hunter had to ride hard, that
animal not being given to silly tricks
like waiting on his enemies. He was
gone to cover, and generally quite lit
erally 'gone away,' before the horse
men came near enough to see any
thing of the chase...."3;; Vestal
added that this "sport" was too hard
on their horses during the hot sum
mer.

Once living only on the plains of
western North America, coyotes now
live throughout most of the United
States. Their range, unlike the
ranges of many animals of the
plains, has significantly increased.
Their incredible adaptability has
been an important factor in their
survival and the expansion of their
range under seemingly impossible
odds. They live in many types of
habitat today-deserts, plains, moun
tains, woodlands, suburban and ur
ban areas.

While many travelers loathed
wolves and some were not particu
larly fond of coyotes (although Vestal
opined that "most men on the Trail
had a sneaking fondness for the coy
ote"S6), most were pleased to encoun
ter roadrunners. Considered a sym.
bol of good luck by many in the
Southwest and Mexico, they were
frequently seen on the Trail, espe
cially in New Mexico, where they are
now the state bird. Their range ex
tends across the Southwest from
central Texas to California and in
southern Kansas, southeastern Col
orado, and parts of Oklahoma.

Roadrunners got their name from
racing down trails and roads ahead
of horses and wagons, seeming to
challenge those behind them to a
race, and then darting like a flash
into the brush. Marion Russell re
membered seeing them when she
traveled the Trail: "Birds with long
tails would walk the trail before us;
walk upright and faster than our
mules could walk. The drivers called
them road-runners."s7 Travelers es
pecially enjoyed this colorful bird's
fascinating behavior, hunting antics,
and curiosity about human activity.

The subject of legend and lore for
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centuries, roadrunners (Geococcyx
californianus) are ground-dwelling
birds belonging to the cuckoo family
Cuculidae. They have been given a
variety of names over the years: the
chaparral, or chaparral cock; the
prairie pheasant; the ground cuckoo;
snake killer or lizard killer; paisano
(Spanish for fellow countryman or
compatriot), and corre camino (Span
ish for "runs the road"). Among these
and other names, paisano has been
one of the most popular and is still
com monly used in parts of the South
west and in Mexico.

Measuring about two feet long,
half their length is tail feathers
which assist them in rapid braking.
Unlike their cuckoo cousins, they do
not fly long distances, although they
glide, or volplane, very well. It is on
the ground where they excel. Long,
sturdy legs and a streamlined body
and tail give them the ability to
maintain 15 miles per hour for a run
ning distance of 300 yards.3 Walk
ing stride measures 6 to 8 inches,
lengthening to 20 inches when run
ning, with head, body, and tail
stretched out almost as straight as
an arrow. Like all cuckoos, roadrun
ners' feet are zygodactyl, meaning
two toes point forward and two point
backward. Their strange tracks have
added to the mystique surrounding
them over the centuries.

American Indians, in particular
Pueblo Indians, have long consid
ered the roadrunner a bird of great
magic, a "medicine bird" or "war
bird," symbolizing bravery, strength,
and endurance. Stories have long
been told, first by Indians and Mexi
cans and later by frontiersmen and
settlers, of the roadrunner's courage
and ability to attack and kill rattle
snakes. For years, those stories were
not believed by scientists until they
had witnessed for themselves the
skill used by roadrunners, some
times working in pairs, to kill a rat
tlesnake. The roadrunner crouches
low, circling the snake, and drops his
wings to test the snake's quickness.
When the snake strikes, the road
runner leaps out of the way, and
then immediately leaps forward,
grabbing the rattler by the head. In a
flurry of activity, the snake is killed
and swallowed head first. Usually,
the roadrunner will not attack a
snake over two feet long.

The largest part of a roadrunner's
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kids into a Quonset hut for an hour,
we put everyone ,m the bus and
stayed up for the rest of the night.
The Oklahoma state line was crossed
and onward to Autograph Rock at
Sharp's Ranch. Viewing the names
that had been carved in to the sand
stone by travelers on the trail gave
me goose bumps. The sight made up
for last night's hardships. A visit to
Camp Nichols and an ironic tale told
of Kit Carson. Kit had a tent blow
down on top of him during a storm
and had to be helped out by other sol
diers. That story certainly sounds fa
miliar!

Bad weather must be following us!
Storm warnings are out, so the deci
sion has been made to stay at the
Clayton New Mexico National Guard
Armory. The good news, the facility
has showel's!
June 4th

The long stretch of road has as
many antelope as passing cars (the
bus passengers tallied). The first
stop of the day was Lee Daniel's
ranch. Mr. Daniel owns somewhere
between 20,000 to 30,000 acres. He
explained that it took around thirty
acres to keep a cow/calf pair. I can't
imagine checking the fences! The
wagon ruts can be described as pris
tine. A short stop was made at the
town of Wagon Mound to sing at the
city hall and then a walk through the
Catholic and Protestant cemeteries.
Onward to Fort Union to see the re
mains of the adobe fort and tomor
row, Santa Fe!
June 5th

The ranger at Pecos Ruins ex
plained the history of this area and
the students walked the tour to see
the ruins and the mission church. On
to Santa Fe and the first stop was the
Loretta Chapel, which is the site of
the Miracle Staircase. What a beau
tiful piece of carpentry! The students
were thrilled to shop on the Plaza for
four hours. Silver jewelry, blankets,
T-shirts, and postcards were the
most sought after items. Believe it
not, the students actually spent their
money wisely and were pleased with
their purchases. In the evening, Na
tasha Williams, a re-enactor came to
the Pojoaque Middle School. What a
story from the Civil War Era! Tears
came to my eyes as she told how her
son was killed in the Battle of Glori
eta.
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June 6th
Bandelier National Monument

has to be one ofthe most magnificent
sights I have ever seen. The natural
beauty and the ruins of the "ancient
peoples" are wen protected by rang
ers. If there are a few places that
have not been changed by modern
man then this must be one of them.

A demonstration at the Bradbury
Science Museum taught us about
cryogenic technology and then on to
Santa Fe National Cemetery. One
unique gravestone was of Private
O'Leary. He carved his own stone
before committing suicide on the ex
act date marked on the rock. Buffalo
Soldier re-enactors came to the Po·
joaque Middle School in the evening.
What a tough and determined group
of people!
June 7th

After two days in the Santa Fe
area, we will take the Mountain
Route home. We departed camp and
left for El Rancho de las Golondri
nas, a living-history museum of
Spanish Colonial New Mexico. A fes
tival was taking place inside the
walls. I washed my hands in lye
soap, made a tortilla, and also helped
make a quilt.

Next stop, Las Vegas, New Mex
ico. We drove to the top of a pri·
vately-owned mesa and viewed the
wagon swales coming into Las Ve
gas. The vastness of the land is in·
credible and the thought that men
and women walked the trail along·
side their wagons is mind·boggling.
What difficulties they must have en
countered along the way.
June 8th

After departing camp, we went to
Capulin Volcano National Monu·
ment. We split into tour groups and
walked around the rim of the vol
cano. Some of my girls were fright
ened and didn't want to continue the
hike. We finally made it to the high
est point of the rim, and we were re
warded with a spectacular view. One
could see several states from here.

The next stop was the Mountain
Man Rendezvous located on the Na·
tional Rifle Association grounds near
Raton, New Mexico. Friendly and ac
cepting people dressed in authentic
costumes and staying in period shel·
ters met us. The students were de·
lighted to find blankets, fur skins,
and jewelry to buy.
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June 9th
We proceeded over Raton Pass

and drove the Highway of Legends
Tour. With the mountain range cre
ating a natural barrier, it was evi
dent why the town of Stonewall was
given its name. Bent's Old Fort Na
tional Historic Site was our last
learning activity for the day. The
large trading fort has been recon·
structed and lies on a vast and open
prairie.
June 10th

This is the last day of the trip.
There was stormy weather, glitches
in accommodations, and the bath·
room facilities were not the best.
Was the trip worth the trouble? Ab
solutely! I have never learned or
seen so much in a ten·day period. My
body will catch up on sleep and the
memories will last forever. I felt it a
privilege to be a chaperone on the
2003 Santa Fe Trail Trip. I am proud
to be a survivor!

TEACHERS LEARN HISTORY AT
OJC SUMMER ACADEMY

LA JUNTA - Each year in June,
Otero Junior College hosts a Sum
mer Academy for K-12 teachers from
throughout southeastern Colorado.
The Academy gives teachers the op
portunity to obtain credits for re
certification locally, without having
to travel to larger metro areas.

For the second year, teachers had
the opportunity to take a course ti
tled, "Archaeology and History in
your Own Backyard, The Santa Fe
Trail, Boggsvi1le and Southeastern
Colorado." The course was held at
the Boggsville Historic Site in Bent
County, Colorado, on June 16 and
17. Over a two-day period, teachers
were provided with a detailed per
spective concerning the historical
events that played out in Southeast
ern Colorado beginning in the 17th
century. Instructors for the course
included John Carson, history teach
er, professional historical interpre
ter, and great-grandson' of Kit Car
son; and Richard Carrillo, resident
historical archaeologist and Educa
tional Director at Boggsville, Car
rillo is also president of the Bent's
Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail
Association.

Day one of the course covered the
basics of historical archaeology and
how to incorporate practical involve-
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Mexican War. Arriving at the Paw
nee on July 15, Kearny found 1200
men held up because of high water.
On the following day, the resourceful
colonel ordered that trees be felled
across the river to serve as foot
bridges for the soldiers. I!'; On the
same day, Lieutenant William H.
Emory, topographical engineer, fer
ried his equipment across the swol
len Pawnee by way of a raft. 2nd
Lieutenant J. W. Albert's watercolor
painting of that event shows the
Pawnee Crossing to be situated in a
well-timbered copse.16

Also of note were the high banks of
the Pawnee. In 1825, Sibley de
scribed the Pawnee near its mouth
as "forty yards wide, banks pretty
high, bottom sandy."J7 The steep
banks made the Pawnee Crossing
one of the most treacherous in the
entire length of the Santa Fe Trail,
as the following two examples illus
trate.

On his first trip to Santa Fe in
1844, James Josiah Webb observed,
"The second day after, we arrived at
Pawnee Fork, and, as the crossing
was very difficult, we concluded to
turn out, repair the road, and pre
pare for crossing the next morning.
The east bank must be from twenty
to thirty feet above the water and
very steep - so much so, that we were
compelled to lock both hind wheels,
hitch a yoke of good wheelers to the
hind axle, and all the men that can
be used to advantage to assist in
holding back and prevent the wagon
from turning over. Even with all
these precautions, accidents fre
quently happen, and the descent is
so rapid the teams get doubled up
and oxen run over. The next morning
we began crossing; and when the
wagons were about half across, one
of Wethered's wagons turned over
into the stream. The west bank was
steep but not so high as the east one.
Yet we had to double teams to get out
and make a short and very difficult
turn up the stream; so the wagon fell
into deep water, and bottom up. All
hands took to the water and in two or
three hours succeeded in getting dry
goods and wagon to camp on the op
posite bank. The next two days were
spent in opening the goods, and
spreading them on the ground to dry,

PAWNEE RIVER CROSSINGS ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by David K. Clapsaddle

somewhere along the river in 1847.6
Rufus Sage wrote that Indians called
the river Otter Creek "because of the
great number of those animals found
upon it.'"

By whatever name, the stream, its
confluence with the Arkansas River,
and the crossing at that point com
bined to make a notable landmark on
the Santa Fe Trail. Such repute was
derived, in part, from the timber
which populated the Pawnee. Con
trasted with the nearby Arkansas
and its straggly stand of cotton
woods, the Pawnee had an extensive
growth of several species. Camping
near the confluence on September 1,
1825, George C. Sibley noted the tim
ber as follows, "Elm, Ash, Elder, Cot
ton Tree, Willow, and Grape Vines."
On the same day, Sibley rode to the
top of a ridge overlooking both the
Arkansas and Pawnee valleys. He
wrote, "I could distinctly trace the
course of the Pawnee River for a
great distance by the fringe of trees
along its banks.'08

Such timber did not go unnoticed.
When Fort Atkinson was suffering
through its first winter (1850-1851)
with the nearest tree growth twelve
miles distant, Captain William Hoff.
man, the commanding officer, recom
mended that the post be relocated on
the Pawnee River where timber was
readily available.9 That move did not
take place; but in 1859, Camp on
Pawnee Fork, Fort Larned's prede
cessor, was established about six
miles upstream from the mouth of
the Pawnee. 1O Henry Stanley, a cor
respondent with the Hancock Expe
dition of 1867 observed "patriarchal
trees" near Fort Larned. l

) Lieuten
ant M. R. Brown, the expedition's en
gineer, sketched a line of trees on
both sides of the river as he docu
mented the expeditions itir;erary up
stream along the Pawnee.l~

Other evidence of the timber
along this stream is derived from the
sawmill constructed by Fort Larned
personnel some four miles west of
present Rozel in 186113 and the toll
bridge built of local timber three
miles east of Fort Larned in 1868.14

Additional testimony to the Paw
nee's tree growth is associated with
the march of Colonel Stephen W.
Kearny in 1846 at the onset of the

[SFTA Ambassador David Clapsad
dle, Larned, KS, is a frequent con
tributor to WT. This is another in his
occasional series on stream crossings
on the Trail.}

THE Pawnee River has its source in
northwest Gray County, Kansas,
and flows north into Finney County
and east through Hodgeman County
before veering northeast to the
southeast corner of Ness County.
From that point, the stream returns
southeast to Hodgeman County and
proceeds eastward through Pawnee
County to Larned. There, the
Pawnee completes its 100-mile jour
ney and empties into the Arkansas
River. In the historic period, the
Pawnee's confluence with the Arkan
sas was located near the present US
Hwy 56 bridge at the south edge of
Larned. Later, the fickle Arkansas
changed its course, and today the
rivers merge several hundred yards
east of the nineteenth-century con
fluence. 1

Officially designated the Pawnee
River, early settlers in the region
called the stream Pawnee Creek to
distinguish it from the Arkansas
River. The tradition still persists.
Spaniards knew the river as Rio de
Pananas. 2 Anglos called the stream
Vulture Creek in the early 1800s.3
Later, Pawnee Fork became the com
mon designation. Matt Field wrote,
"The place is called by traders
Pawnee Fork from its being an
abrupt elbow or point of land form
ing a turn in Pawnee Creek.'''· Field
was mistaken about fork. Fork has
reference to the Pawnee's tributarial
relationship to the Arkansas, not to
the configuration of the river chan
nel. Pawnee Fork was the common
designation of this stream during
Trail days.

There were other names. During
the 1852 reconnaissance of the
Pawnee Valley, Lieutenant Israel
Woodruff labeled the stream as the
north branch of the Pawnee River
and named it Heth's branch in honor
of 2nd Lieutenant Henry Heth then
stationed at Fort Atkinson, a little
post near present Dodge City.:; Chey
ennes came to call the stream Red
Arm Creek for the Comanche chief of
that name who was killed during an
attack on a Bent/St. Vrain caravan
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repacking, and loading Up."18
Two years later members of the

Mormon Battalion had a similar ex
perience. Sergeant Daniel Tyler re
corded: "On the evening of the 9th we
camped on a stream known as
Pawnee Fork, the crossing of which
was very difficult, and occupied some
time. Each wagon had to be let down
the bank with ropes, while on the op
posite bank from twenty to thirty
men with ropes aided the teams in
pulling the wagons up. The water
was muddy, very much like that of
the Missouri river."19

The difficulty occasioned by the
Pawnee's steep banks was further
confounded by its periodic raging
floodwaters. Normally the stream
ran three to five feet deep; but during
the flood season, its deep channel
ran full to over flowing.20 Such was
experienced by Colonel Kearny, as
noted above, and by a Bent/St. Vrain
wagon train detained for a full
month in 1844.~J

Regardless, the Pawnee River
crossing was a popular stop as char
acterized by Matt Field in 1840, "a
delightful wood and watering place
at an abrupt turning of the Pawnee
River."22 A similar sentiment was ex
pressed by Henrich Mollhausen in
1848: "The wide prairie with its sub
lime tranquility and its majestic ex
panse certainly has an appeal to re
ceptive and contemplative minds.
But when, after a long trip through
the endless grassy meadows, one
suddenly finds himself in a region
where mighty walnut trees, syca
mores, oak trees and willows of
many kinds crowd the dark masses
oftheir tops together, decorated with
lianas and grapevines-where, in
other words, the earth's inexhausti
ble productive force is revealed in the
luscious vegetation, in the knotted
trunk as well as in the tender twig
then the enjoyment is doubly great.
The smallest wooded strip extends
nature's kind greeting to the won
ders of the prairie."23

As such, the Pawnee River cross
ing was a well-known campsite on
what came to be known as the Wet
Route of the Santa Fe Trail.2~ Com
memorating the crossing are a
bronze marker and an interpretative
sign placed near the US 56 bridge at
Larned by the WetlDry Routes
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation. The chapter has also set
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gravestones at that location to honor
Privates Robert Easley and Arthur
Hughes who died and were buried
near the crossing during the Mexi
can War.

The original Dry Route of the
Santa Fe Trail turned off from the
Wet Route three and one-half miles
southwest of the Pawnee River cross
ing at a place called Forks in Santa
Fe Road (also marked by the
Wet/Dry Routes Chapter). But with
the advent of the Hall-Porter mail
station and the subsequent estab
lishment of the Camp on Pawnee
Fork some six miles west of the
Pawnee River crossing in the fall of
1859, the Dry Route's eastern termi
nus was shifted to a location about
one mile southwest of Ash Creek
crossing.

Departing the regular route of the
Santa Fe Trail which ran south to
the Pawnee River crossing, the new
variant of the Dry Route took a
southwesterly orientation to strike
the Pawnee River three miles east of
the mail station and nearby Camp on
Pawnee Fork. There it crossed the
river and continued up the south
bank to the mail station and the lit
tle outpost. When Camp on Pawnee
Fork, renamed Camp Alert in Febru
ary 1860, and later renamed Fort
Larned and relocated one-fourth
mile southwest of the original site as
a permanent post in early June 1860,
the Dry Route crossin~ began to ex
perience heavy traffic.:'5 The reasons
were three. First, by the time of Fort
Larned's establishment, most of the
American freight plying the Santa
Fe Trail was military in nature.
Commercial freighters under con
tract to the army provisioned Fort
Larned before proceeding on to other
posts southwest. Second, as both the
mail station and later the post office
were located adjacent to the post, the
stagecoaches of a necessity took the
Dry Route. Third, because the Dry
Route was shorter than the Wet
Route, it became the preferred path
of the mail companies?6

Near the Dry Route crossing situ
ated at the west edge of the present
Larned State Hospital campus, a
cut-down of huge proportions re
mains on the north bank of the river.
On the south side, a short distance
from the crossing, is the site of a
trading ranche established by Sam
uel Parker in 1865. Parker also oper-
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ated another ranche just west of the
Wet Route crossing (also marked by
the WetlDry Routes Chapter).
Parker sold the Dry Route ranche
and it changed hands several times
before being operated by a man
known only as Wagginer. Indians
raided the ranche in 1867, and Wag
giner sold the burned out remains to
A. H. Boyd in the following year.

Boyd proved to be a successful en
trepreneur, catering both to civilians
and soldiers from nearby Fort
Larned.27 A bronze marker placed by
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter identi
fies the ranche site. The crossing site
is also memorialized by a bronze
marker and an interpretative sign,
compliments of the chapter. A DAR
Santa Fe Trail marker is also located
at the crossing site.

By 1866 another variant of the
Dry Route was developed due to the
post office being transferred from the
mail station to the sutler's store lo
cated at the southwest corner of Fort
Larned.28 Beginning at the same
point previously discussed, one mile
southeast of the Ash Creek crossing,
the road ran southwest to the north
bank of the Pawnee and followed its
course as it curled south around the
west side of the post. There, a cross
ing adjacent to the sutler's store
came into use.

In June 1866 the Union Pacific
Railroad, Eastern Division, reached
Junction City near Fort Riley. At
once, the little municipality became
the eastern terminus of the Santa Fe
Trail. Merchandise and mail previ
ously dispatched from the Kansas
City area on the original route of the
Santa Fe Trail through Council
Grove were shipped by rail to .Junc
tion City. From there, the freight
and post were transported on an es
tablished mail route to Walnut
Creek and westward on the original
route of the Santa Fe Trail to Fort
Larned. This route came to be called
the Fort Riley-Fort Larned Road. In
the subsequent summer, the Union
Pacific rails reached Fort Harker,
and the little post, superseding Junc
tion City as the eastern terminus of
the Santa Fe Trail, continued to re
lay merchandise and mail to Fort
Larned. In October 1867, rail service
was extended to Hays City, and that
newly-founded town became the
eastern terminus of the Santa Fe
Trail, dispatching freight wagons
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PIKE'S JOURNAL, PART II
This reprint of Pike's journal of the
expedition of 1806-1807 continues,
starting with the July 31, 1806, en
try. They were on the Osage River in
Missouri.

Pike's Journal
31st July, Thursday.-We embarked
early, and passed several rapids
pretty well. Dined with the Indians.
Two of them left us in the morning
for the village, and they all had an
idea of doing the same, but finally
concluded otherwise. One of the
Osage, who had left the party for the
village, returned and reported that
he had seen and heard strange
Indians in the woods. This we
considered as merely a pretext to
come back. I this day lost my dog,
and the misfortune was the greater,
as we had no other dog which would
bring anything out of the water. This
was the dog Fisher had presented to
me at Prairie des Chiens. Killed
three deer and one turkey. Distance
18 miles.
1st August, Friday.-It having rain
ed all night, the river appeared to
have risen about six inches. We
spread out our baggage to dry, but it
continuing to rain, by intervals, all
day, the things were wetter at sun
down than in the morning. We rolled
them up, and left them on the beach.
We sent out two hunters in the
morning, one of whom killed three
deer; all the Indians killed three
more-Total, six.
2d August, Saturday.-The weather
cleared up. The loading being spread
out to dry, Dr. Robinson, myself,
Bradley, Sparks, and Brown went
out to hunt. We killed four deer; the
Indians two. Having reloaded the
boats, we embarked at five o'clock,
and came about two miles. The river
rose, in the last twenty-four hours,
four inches.
3d August, Sunday.-Embarked
early, and wishing to save the fresh,
I pushed hard all day. Sparks was
lost, and did not arrive until night.
We encamped about 25 paces from
the river, on a sand-bar. Near day I
heard the sentry observe that the
boats had better be brought in, when
I got up and found the water within a
rod of our tent, and before we could
get all our things out it had reached
the tent. Killed nine deer, one wild-
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cat, one goose, and one turkey. Dis
tance 18 miles.
4th August, Monday.-We embarked
early and continued on for some
time, not being able to find a suitable
place to dry our things, but at length
stopped on the east shore. Here we
had to ferry the Indians over a small
channel which we did not before ob
serve; all of them, however, not ar
riving, we put off and continued our
route. Finding our progress much
impeded by our mast, I unshipped it
and stripped it of its iron, and, after
lieutenant Wilkinson had carved our
names on it, set it adrift, followed by
the yards. This mast had been cut
and made at Pine creek, Upper Mis
sissippi. Mter proceeding some
miles, we found the Indians on the
west shore, they having rafted the
river. We stopped for them to cook,
after which we proceeded on. The
navigation had become very difficult
from the rapidity of the current, oc
casioned by the rise of the water,
which rose one foot in an hour. Killed
two deer. Distance 10 miles. Rainy.
5th August, Tuesday.-We lay by
this day, in order to give the Indians
an opportunity to dry their baggage.
Dr. Robinson and myself, accompa
nied by Mr. Henry, went out to hunt;
we lost the latter about two miles
from camp. After hunting some time
on the west shore, we concluded to
raft the river, which we effected with
difficulty and danger, and hunted for
some time, but without success. We
then returned to the party and found
Mr. Henry, who had been lost, had
arrived one hour before us: he had
met one of the soldiers, who brought
him in. To-day in our tour I passed
over a remarkably large rattlesnake,
as he lay curled up, and trod so near
him as to touch him with my foot, he
drawing himself up to make room for
my heel.

Dr. Robinson, who followed me,
was on the point of treading on him,
but by a spring avoided it. I then
turned round and touched him with
my ram-rod, but he shewed no dispo
sition to bite, and appeared quite
peaceable. The gratitude which I felt
towards him for not having bitten me
induced me to save his life. Killed
four deer. River rises thirteen
inches. Rain continues.
6th August, Wednesday.-We em
barked at half past eight o'clock, it
having cleared off and had the ap-
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pearance of a fine day. Passed Gravel
river on the west. About three miles
above this river the Indians left us
and informed me, by keeping a little
to the south and west, they would
make in 15 miles what would be at
least 35 miles for us. Dr. Robinson,
Mr. Henry, and serjeant Ballenger
accompanied them. Killed two deer.
Distance 13 miles.
7th August, Thursday.-Not being
detained by Indians, we are for once
enabled to embark at a quarter past
five o'clock. The river having fell,
since yesterday morning, about four
feet, we wish to improve every mo
ment of time previous to its entire
fall. We proceeded extremely well,
passed the Saline river on the east,
and encamped opposite La Belle
Roche on the west shore. This daywe
passed many beautiful cliffs on both
sides of the river; saw a bear and wolf
swimming the river. I employed my
self part of the day in translating
into French a talk of general Wilkin
son to Cheveux Blanche. Distance 21
miles.
8th August, Friday.-We embarked
20 minutes past five o'clock. Found
the river had fallen about two feet
during the night. At the confluence
of the Youngar with the Osage river
we breakfasted. Encamped at night
on a bar. Distance 21 miles.
9th August, Saturday.-We em
barked at five o'clock, and at half
past six o'clock met the Indians and
our gentlemen. They had met with
nothing extraordinary. They had
killed in their excursion seven deer
and three bear. We proceeded to an
old wintering ground, where there
were eight houses, which were occu
pied last winter by __, who had
not been able to proceed any higher
for want of water. Passed the Old
Man's Rapids, below which, on the
west shore, are some beautiful cliffs.
Dined with the Indians, after which
we passed Upper Gravel river on the
west, Pottoe river on the east.
Sparks went out to hunt, and did not
arrive at our encampment, nor did
the Indians. Distance 25 miles.
10th August, Sunday.-Embarked a
quarter past five o'clock, when the
sun shone out very clearly; but in 15
minutes it began to rain, and contin
ued to rain very hard until one
o'clock. Passed the Indians, who
were encamped on the west shore,
about half a mile, and halted for
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Santa Fe Trail, the Pawnee River
was forded near this point by Span
ish expeditions: Francisco Vasquez
Coronado, 1541; Fray Juan de Pa
dilla, 1542; and Lt. Facundo Melga
res, 1806. Within weeks of Melgares
return trip to Mexico, Lt. Zebulon
Pike here crossed the Pawnee and
traced Melgares' route to the
southwest. Pike's 1810 report sub
sequently directed other American
expeditions to the crossing: Robert
McKnight, 1812; Capt. John Bell,
1820; and Hugh Glenn-Jacob
Fowler, 1821.

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter President Rustl
Gardner and new Interpretive marker
at Pawnee River Crossing.

DAR MADONNA REDEDICA
TION AT COUNCIL GROVE

SEPTEMBER 7, 2003
by Shirley Coupal

[SFTA member Coupal is state histo
rian ofKSDAR.j
THE Kansas Society Daughters of
the American Revolution will host a
75th anniversary and rededication
celebration of the Madonna of the
Trail statue in Council Grove, KS,
September 7, 2003. See enclosed
flyer in this issue for program.

There are twelve Madonna of the
Trail statues standing sentry to
national overland trails, from
Maryland to California. Those along
the Santa Fe Trail are found at
Lexington, MO; Council Grove, KS;
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Lamar, CO; and Albuquerque, NM.
The idea of preserving the old trails
grew out of the Kansas Daughters
1903 decision to mark the Santa Fe
Trail. The Missouri Daughters fol
lowed in 1909 with the preservation
of the old wagon trails in that state.
In 1911, the National Society DAR
established the National Old Trails
Road Committee to institute a great
National Memorial Highway with
monuments from coast to coast. A
year later, the National Old Trails
Road Association was organized to
study the old trails and post roads
that were used in the westward
expansion: the National Pike, the
Santa Fe Trail, the Boone's Lick
Road, the Washington or Braddock
Road, the Cumberland Road, the old
trail from Santa Fe to California,
and other westward roads. Their
stated purpose was to help the
Daughters mark the Old Trails and
to promote the construction of a
modern highway along their path.

Following World War I, Mrs. John
Trigg Moss of St. Louis was
appointed NSDAR Chairman of the
National Old Trails Road Committee
and Judge Harry S. Truman of
Independence, MO, was elected
President of the National Old Trails
Road Association.

A plan to erect 5,050 signposts
proved to be too expensive ($30,000).
In 1924, the DAR decided that the
Old Trails Road would be marked
with twelve large statues, one for
each state through which it passes.
The statue of Sacagawea in Port
land, OR, was the inspiration for the
monuments. Mrs. Moss, with her
son's help, presented final sketches
to St. Louis sculptor, August Leim
bach. Leimbach's finished model, de
picting a pioneer woman, was named
The Madonna of the Trail by the Old
Trails Road Committee.

The statues are ten feet high on a
six-foot base with a concrete founda
tion which stands two feet above the
ground. Made of algonite stone (a
poured mass) of which Missouri
granite is the main aggregate, the
monument weighs seventeen to
twenty tons. The twelve monuments
were all poured in the same mold.
They were shipped to their respec
tive sites and erected with local
funds. The statues cost $1,000 each,
the total $12,000 being paid for by
assessments of all DAR Chapters.
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Each Chapter receiving a Madonna
assumed the expenses for the
freight, mounting, and dedication
ceremonies. Today the twelve DAR
State Societies bear the cost of main
tenance and restoration of their Ma
donna. The Kansas Madonna has re
cently undergone restoration and
weather proofing by the Save Our
Statuary Foundation.

The City Selection Committee,
made up of members from both or
ganizations and headed by Judge
Truman, met at the Hotel Muehle
bach in Kansas City, MO, on Thurs
day, September 29, 1927. Nine Kan
sas cities had petitioned the commit
tee, but Council Grove on the Santa
Fe Trail was chosen as the most im
portant and worthy place in Kansas
for the erection of a Madonna.

The old campground, where the
freighters gathered for their last
touch with "civilization," seemed to
be the perfect site. The area now
known as Madonna Park, with the
Post Office Oak at one edge and the
Madonna in the center is a tribute to
enterprising adventurers and mer
chants; a solemn reminder that all
progress in civilization is the result
of the faith and hope of a free people.

A member of the Council Grove
DAR chapter, Lillah Brigham, was
commissioned to make the inscrip
tion of local history that appears on
base. The inscriptions read: "HERE,
EAST MET WEST WHEN THE
OLD SANTA FE TRAIL WAS ES
TABLISHED AUGUST 10, 1825 AT
A COUNCIL BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES COMMISSION
ERS AND OSAGE INDIANS" and
"1825-1866 TRAILSMEN CAMPED
ON THE SPOT. 1847-1873 KAW
INDIANS LIVED HERE. 1847
FIRST WHITE SETTLER SETH
HAYS. 1847-COUNCIL GROVE A
TRADING POST."

The Kansas Madonna was dedi
cated September 7,1928. Thousands
attended the festivities, which
included speakers, a parade, a
picnic, a wild·west show, and much
more. The Kansas Daughters invite
you to join in celebrating our 75
years of recognizing our trail heri
tage and the importance of the Road
to Santa Fe.

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY: PLAN A
BEQUEST TO THE SFrA
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KATIE BOWEN LETTERS, 1851: PART III
edited by Bonita and Leo Oliva

(Katie Bowen Letters (Bowen Family
Papers. U. S. Army Military History
Institute. Carlisle Barracl?s. PAl.
telling of a trip to New Mexico over
the Trail in 1851. continues after a
hiatus of one year caused by lack of
space. She was still at Fort Leaven
worth, awaiting departure for New
Mexico. Her troubles with a servant
girl were typical in the frontier army.
This series will continue in the next
issue.)

Fort Leavenworth, April 28, 1851
My dear Mother,

Your very welcome letter of
March 29 I received on Thursday. It
had been detained in St. Louis. was
advertised and forwarded from
there. So of course it was longer in
reaching me than the next one will
be. I expect to get one tomorrow.
Mails only come and go every
other day so that I have to send my
letters to the office when the man
goes to Weston for the mail, and in
consequence have not time to an
swer until next time. I was much
pleased with the news you write
and am always so glad to know
that you are all well. The lock of hair
will be prized more than any gift
you could have offered. There is no
prospect of our starting for some
days yet as Col. [Edwin V.] Sumner
has not arrived and all the stores
are not up. It is very fortunate that
we came as we did, for the water
has fallen so much that very few
boats are small enough for the
shallow water, consequently are
continually running on sand bars. A
very large command is going out
and we will make quite a show
when we get started. Six hundred
men well be mounted. a nice little
horseback party. The country
about here is very fine. I see some
new beauty every time I go out.
Saturday we took a long drive with
Maj. [James H.] Carleton and lady.
You have seen him I presume. for
he was with the party who were
sent to protect the frontier in the
time of the Aroostook war [1839].
His version of Treat's and Priscilla's
love affair is quite different from
anything I ever heard. He says that
one of his sergeants fell desper
ately in love in with Pris and used to
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go and whistle around the house at
night. and she was very encourag
ing to him. When they went to
Aroostook the poor fellow nearly
died of despair, and as some one
had to come back for provisions he
begged on his bended knees, with
tears in his eyes. to be the one cho
sen, and he was sent. but oh horror!
when he arrived the bird had
flown. in other words, Treat had
sent her to Bangor. Was it not rather
too bad to have a poor fellow so
drastically disappointed. Maj Car
leton confesses to having been
very tender on the subject regard
ing Miss Elizabeth Smith, but says
that when he found out that she
was in debt for a shop full of goods.
it took all the romance from the
thing. and when I told him that she
had six boys (I called the expected
a boy of course) he held up his
hands and thanked his stars that
they were not his. He has a nice
wife and one little daughter a
month older than our little one
[daughter Amelia who died No
vember 26. 1850. at the age of 13
months and 2 days]. and will have
another when this is two years old.
This is his second wife, so you see he
has been pretty busy these past
ten years. not withstanding the
Mexican war. I am glad there is a
prospect of Julia prospering. She
deserves a good fortune and I
hope Hasey may kick the bucket
before he reaches her again. What
do you think Willard is going to do if
not to go to California. Perhaps he
is coming out west. and if he settles
in any of these new states, he will
spend his lifetime before he sees
any of the towns as flourishing or as
easy to live in as Houlton. I would
like to see some of our grumblers
settled on Missouri's bottoms, and if
they would not pray for cold
Maine, with some its good land,
then I won't guess again. The high
land here are fruitful, but the bot
toms are miserable. and the squat
ters look the color of the mud and
dust. This river water is very sweet
and healthy. only it is dreadfully
muddy and needs a great deal of
care to filter it. There are springs of
pure water. but not very healthy.
and so they are not used at all. I
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have commenced today to melt
down my butter. and of all the froth
and curds I, nor anyone else ever
saw. The butter was as sweet and
pure as olive oil after skimming and
pouring gently the oil from the
curds. I know it will keep and al
ways mean to put down my butter
in this way. If I had known this way
when at Fort Mifflin I could have
saved a winters supply. We will
probably have three or four cows in
Santa fe and I shall experiment.
You try the experiment with the
eggs, for Susan Bowen said she
kept them for a year and does not
know but they would have kept for
any length of time. had she
enough to try with. I have not seen
Mrs. Haskin for several days, but
heard a report this morning that
she had a little one. whether true or
not I must find out. I wish we were
on our way. for I am anxious to get
settled so to write you how we look
at housekeeping. Mary [the
Bowens' servant] gets lowspirited
sometimes, but I guess she will stick
fast. Isaac says if she gets married
that he will certainly buy a wench.
and then he can feel secure. If I re
main as well in future as I now am. I
can do my own work and snap my
fingers to any wench. white or
black. You would be astonished to
see how robust I have got since
leaving home. My flesh is as hard as
a bullet and my cheeks are as red
as ever they were. My hair too is
getting thick and looks as it used to.
Every body concurs in giving Santa
fe a good name for health. and an
old gentleman. Maj [Enoch] Steen
who has just come from there says
that he had as fine a vegetable
garden as ever he saw in the
United States. He says that in plant
ing his beans he found seven grains
of oats and put them in a corner of
his garden. and that as they rip-
ened he picked them off and
counted them he came away bef
ore they were all ripe but he had
gathered seven thousand and
three or four. So you may judge of
the yield. his garden was near a
stream and was not irrigated Next
year we will go in for something of
the sort.

Tuesday morning. This morning is
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very dark and the wind is high,
threatening rain and I hope we
may have it for every thing wants it
much, grass in particular. The farm
ers have been burning the grass on
the prairies, and the sight on a
clear evening was fine, to see the
flames rolling over the hills like
clouds. I rode through a field of
long dry grass the last time we were
out and one would suppose that
the sun would never get to the
ground through it sufficiently warm
to bring up the new grass. Report
came up last night that another
boat has run up against a snag at
Independence landing and sunk.
We did not hear particulars, but the
Indian agent was on board just
coming up to payoff the indians,
and we do not know whether any
lives were lost. Two or three days
ago the steamer Cora was sunk
below here on her way to st Louis,
but the passengers were all taken
off by another boat. In low water
these snags seem so numerous that
it is almost impossible to find a clear
channel. I hope the indians will
come in to be paid off before we
go away for it must be a funny sight
to see so many together. They ap
pear very harmless. Isaac is having
a grocery chest filled with tin boxes
to contain everything needed in a
family and then I will have every
thing under control, boxes of differ
ent sizes made to fit perfectly into
the chest, three tiers deep and the
cover of the chest when let back,
makes a table for any purpose. A
thin board fits in over the boxes
which will be a grand bread board,
and so we carry a whole kitchen in
one chest. Candles, soap, flour,
sugar, spices, everything has its
own box, and a nest of milk pans
finish the top. Our cow gives a
good mess of milk and I have no
misgivings with regard to the future.
Day after tomorrow I shall think
much of all for it will be Father's
birthday. I do not forget anything,
but even at night I dream of you all
and dear little pet too [Katie's refer
ence to her lost daughter, Amelia].
One night I put out my hands to
prevent her from rolling out of bed,
but did not find her. Love to alii will
write every thing I can think of and
make as dutiful a daughter as pos
sible.

your Katie
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I am sorry Mrs Hodgdon has had
a mishap. Iwould give all the world
if she could have a baby.

Fort Leavenworth, May 10, 1851
My dear Mother.

Your letter of April 20th has come
safely and I answer today, fearing
that some of my letters have mis
carried. I wrote on Tuesday to Su
san and hope she will answer it
some time. Col. Sumner came yes
terday morning and there is a pros
pect of our going about the 20th.
He is in excellent spirits and says
there are so many ladies going out
that he will have to give them the
command day about. Eight are al
ready here and more expected,
two are young ladies, daughters of
Gen. Green and going to live with
a married sister in Santa fe. The Col
thinks of having his head quarters
this side of the mountains at a point
called Los Begas and about 180
miles nearer home. Every little
helps, beside it is a fine country and
the whole army will be turned into
the farming field instead of fighting.
Uncle Sam is going to try farming on
a grand scale, and I hope he may
succeed. Isaac has purchased 500
cattle and is going to Weston to
day to buy a large quantity of win
ter wheat to experiment upon. You
will be astonished as well as
pleased if we succeed in making a
farm. Among other novelties Mary
has been behaving very badly and
hired herself to another woman, a
camp washer woman before tell
ihg us she had changed her mind.
You know she is very easily influ
enced and this woman was from
same county in auld Ireland so that
accounts in a great measure. Mary
was very impertinent for some days
and grumbled continually, al
though her whole duty was only to
wash for us. I think she tried hard for
us to discharge her for being saucy.
She missed her aim however for I
was very kind to her, and the Capt.
did everything he could to please
her. Beside her fare which was $40,
we bought her shoes, stockings,
cloth for underclothes, and every
thing to make her comfortable but
she never thanked us and said we
gave her no money, altho she had
not been a month from Philadel
phia. She stole away her trunk, and
we told her to go herself. as she
was not doing enough to pay her
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board. She eVidently wanted to
live in clover while we stayed but
she had to take up lodging with her
new friend. She said many hard
things which I never would take
from anyone and two thousand
dollars would not tempt me to
have her in our house, since she has
found her tongue. I do not blame
her entirely because I know she has
been talked into it but she had no
right to change her mind at our ex
pense. I think she has money or she
would not dare to be so independ
ent although she came to me yes
terday and asked for money to
take her to St. Louis. I told her to get
her money from her friend, as she
considered us her enemies. She has
told people that we treated her
badly, and she knew that we in
tended to make a drudge of her
after we got her away. I think she is
bewitched after the man who
wanted her on the boat, but she
will get her reward if she goes to
him, for he is a notorious rake, and
the lady of this house told her he
only wanted a bedfellow when he
asked to marry her. Iam convinced
she has a bad heart and I have
written a long letter to Mrs Irvine,
giving her a faithful account. It was
an expense that we could little af
ford just now, but we have bought
a valuable negro woman of mid
dle age and who is an experi
enced nurse, and Iassure you I feel
rich, not one bad feeling have I on
account of Mary's going. She was
selfish. I am perfectly well and told
Isaac I could do my own work but
he would not listen to it, and as
there is not a white servant in garri
son I am well pleased to have a
slave too. We can always sell for as
much as we paid, and their clothes
are a small item, the way they
dress. Mary got violently angry the
other day because Iwould not buy
a set of false curls and a parrasol.
You know she would spend a for
tune on cotton edgings, and she is
poorly off for clothes. I cannot think
what becomes of her money, un
less she hoards it up or gives it to the
priest for pardoning her sins. A ne
gro woman has just come in to tell
me that Mary went on board with
an old officer who is going to re
sign, that she boasted that he had
given her money and was going to
marry her when he went to live on
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a farm. She has been seen in his
room after tatoo, and now I guess
the murder is out. She has been
coaxed to go off with him and he
will pay all expenses. You cannot
tell how glad I am to get rid of her
and no money will tempt me to
trust a white girl again very soon.

We have everything most com
plete and our journey I think will be
pleasant. Iwill write just as often as I
get a chance to send to you. We
have had rains and vegetation is
looking finely. I rode out several
miles on the plains a few days since
and wish you could see the pretty
scenery. The ladies here are very
agreeable and we have been out
several evenings. Mrs. Haskin has
no baby yet, though every day it is
expected. Give my particular re
gards to all my many friends. I am
glad that all are prospering at
home. I hope Adelaide will not
think it is my fault that she get no
letters from Buffalo. I never opened
my lips, for I did not see enough of
them to say anything. Holman shall
have a letter sometime. I am re
joiced that Father is well again, tell
him not to do anything so foolish
again but live at his ease and drive
his pony. I expect to ride a mule
sometimes, their gait is very pleas
ant, an easy pace. Much love to all
the family & tell Matty I am glad he
is such a good boy.

Ever dear Mother your Katie

Fort Leavenworth, May 17, 1851
My dear Father and Mother.

Your kind letter and pretty lace
came safely on Thursday. I read
over and over all particulars from
home and am very thankful that
letter come so direct. The weather
here has been too warm to take
any comfort and we have had ter
rible thunder storms. One is raging
now and the lightning is one con
tinued blaze. I am glad Shepard
does not live here, for he would
stand in fear of the clouds all the
time. We are gathering up every
thing expecting to be off about the
25th but the Col cannot tell
whether or no it will not be the first
of June before he gets off so many
men drilled to move. Trains are
starting every day, and some of our
goods have gone. Isaac's mules
came a day to two ago but we
have not tried them yet. They are
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warranted to be well broken, and Q

stately appearance we will make
in our big waggon drawn by four
mules. I don't think any persons,
even the commander, will be as
comfortable as we will. Isaac has
fixed up every little convenience
that can be imagined and even if
we have to live in tents, until we
can build an adobe house, we will
be very well off in warm weather. It
is not entirely settled yet where
headquarters will be but at any
rate we will be wherever it is, and at
present you had better direct all
letter to Santa fe, New Mexico, via
Independence, as all mails are
made up there once a month, but
you must write as often as once in
ten days so as be sure of some hit
ting the monthly package. If you
only wrote once a month, it might
be a day to late, and have to lay
over till next time. Even if I knew the
day, which I do not, that the mails
start, you would have to allow
three weeks for it to reach Inde
pendence, so please write often
until we can discover how regular
the carriers start. These frequent
showers are making fine feed for us
and we will go through quite rap
idly after setting out. A lady and
two children with her husband and
a small escort started this morning
for Ft Scott, a journey of 12 days to
the Arkansas. It is such a common
occurrence for ladies to cross the
plains that nobody thinks anything
of it. Maj [Ebenezer S.] Sibley is here
with his third wife, a bride of a few
months, and going with us. She says
she is ignorant as a baby about
housekeeping and hopes to live
near me to learn something. Dont
you think she is to be pitied if she
has to take lessons from me? Mrs.
Haskin has a third daughter, a fair
fat baby of 8V2 pounds. She is smart
as a cricket and will travel in three
weeks. her youngest boy is two
years old today and cannot walk,
some weakness in one leg occa
sioned by teething. I have com
menced a letter to Holman and will
send it off on Tuesday. How I do
want some of his maple sugar just
eat a few pounds for me. Green
gooseberries are being brought in
and Imean to bottle a few to make
pies of in Mexico. Stemmed and
corked tight in bottles and kept in a
cool damp cellar, or stuck into
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holes in the bottom of the cellar,
will keep them fresh a year. A lady
here had a nice pie made from
some she had kept over and one
could not tell the difference from
fresh ones just from the bushes.
They grow wild here and are very
large. Climbing roses and snow
berries grow in the greatest abun
dance all though the woods, and
yet the people here take so little in
terest that they do not transplant
any shrubs into their yards. I am
very glad Lydia Cook is getting on
so well, give my love to her and tell
her I hope you two may take a
good deal of comfort together. I
was not surprised to hear that Mar
garet had left her, after my experi
ence I will never trust a white ser
vant again. Our darky has not
come yet, or ratherwe do not want
her until we are ready to start, as I
have nothing for one to do, and it
costs much less to have our wash
ing done than to pay board for a
girl. Mrs. Smith will feel very lonely
when Louise is gone, but it will be
good for her to see something.
Have you heard from Millard? and
when is Mr Jo. Holton coming
home? I think of everybody but
cannot ask after each one. Always
give my love to whoever remem
bers me. I have received no letter
from Mrs. Hodgdon, but if it went to
Buffalo Dennis will forward it. I will
keep a letter ready to send out at
any opportunity and will tell every
thing that I see. The dragoons are
encamped three miles from here
preparatory to going, and their
tents do look so white and coolon
a sunny day, but must be rather
damp in wet weather. We will prize
our waggon on a rainy night. I wish
you could see it, so big and com
fortable. Null [a friend from Fort Mif
flin whom the Bowens hoped to
have drive their mules to New Mex
ico] has come though I have not
see him to ask any particulars. He
went to Philadelphia for his wife
and she died somehow. I did not
hear what was the matter with her.
he then came on to St. Louis, deter
mined to be with us, and getting
out of money was obliged to enlist
in a company of dragoons coming
up the river. He will not drive our
team, but will be on hand if
wanted. The Col wants all his
mounted men together and would
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not spare him to r:lrive our mules,
but Isaac has an 9xcellent team
ster, used to the road, and camp
ing plans. Some of the stores have
come up this week. The rains we
have had in ten days has risen the
river 8 feet so that most of the sand
bars are covered now. Susan will
get sewed up so tight that she will
have nothing to do after a while. I
am as busy as if I never had a stitch
taken for me. Always something to
do if one is disposed to do it. All of
us ladies will wear calico wrappers
on the march and most of the gen
tlemen wear flannels. Shepards
hint shall be regarded. I will not fail
to send that rattlesnake. I heard a
lady say yesterday that she had
killed a number with twelve rattles
but I suppose Shep would want
twenty at least, a real old one. Our
mess chest is grand. I have every
thing under my thumb and can tell
where things go to. Gen [Henry]
Stanton is here, the old officer who
has commanded at the arsenal
eight years. He is a fine old man
and we had a pleasant talk about
the arsenal and all the people
there. I guess Capt [Edward S.]
Fayssoux will be here before we
leave, and then I can write you all
about the folks. I wish I had some
thing to send in this but there is
nothing here, and you must take
the write for the deed. When Mary
Whitaker comes up you must re
member her from me. I'll write of
ten. Ever affectionately Katie.

Isaac sends his love to Aunt Sally
and says we shall certainly expect
you to tea us. I hope Mrs Whitaker
will have the good sense to stay in
her own house and not go to live
with any of her children. If Henry
gets married let him build for him
self, but she is independent and
happy and had better have her
girls visit her than to go to them. I
admire Miss Linds pudding and
shall try it.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column is on vacation this is

sue. Please submit poems for consid
eration to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.
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SKETCH OF BENT'S OLD FORT
by Mary Stevens Humphreys

rSFTA member Mary Stevens Hum
phreys, Colorado Springs, sent this
story and copy of the sketch. She
states she does not know if the sta
tionery is still available. She wrote
the 50-year history of the Las Animas
Branch of American Association of
University Women before moving
from there in 1985.]
LEROY Boyd, a veteran of WWI
and a graduate ofSimpson College in
Iowa, came to Fort Lyon in 1926 as a
very ill TB patient. At that time, Fort
Lyon, located six miles east of Las
Animas, CO, was a TB hospital for
the Veterans Administration. Good
care, dry air, and rest effected a cure,
and he lived a long, useful life in
Bent County for 50 years. He died
suddenly of a heart attack at age 76,
after having served as a VA chaplain
for 33 years, and as an Arkansas Val
ley correspondent for the Pueblo
Chieftain for 46 years.

In 1931 Rev. Boyd wrote a feature
article about Bent's Fort for the
newspaper, and he needed a picture.
A photograph was not possible-<lnly
piles of adobe ruins could be seen at
the site. An elderly woman in Las
Animas, a Mrs. Macy, gave him per
mission to come to her home to make
a sketch of a picture she would not
let out of her home. The picture was
possibly the watercolor of the fort
done by Lt. J. W. Abert in 1847.

In 1963 Boyd gave the sketch to
the Las Animas Branch of American
Association of University Women to
use on stationery, and it was a fund
raiser for many years. People in the
community were excited to watch
Bent's Old Fort rebuilt for the Na
tional Park Service before their very
eyes in 1976, and there it was-just
like Rev. Boyd's sketch!
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

Lowell M. Schake, La Charrette: Vil
lage: Gateway to the American West.
Lincoln: iUniverse, Inc., 2003. Pp.
xix + 240. Illustrations, appendix, re
ferences. Paper, $19.95 plus $4.48
shipping. Order from <www.iuni
verse.com> or (877) 823-9235.

La Charrette was the western
most settlement in the Louisiana
Purchase, located some 90 miles up
river from St. Louis on the north
bank of the Missouri River. The vil
lage was founded by French and In
dian settlers and later taken over by
Anglo-Americans (including several
members of the Boone family) before
it was superseded by the town of
Marthasville after 1817.

This village was the last settle
ment visited by Lewis and Clark on
their way west in 1804 and the first
place they celebrated on their return
in 1806. Zebulon M. Pike stopped
here, visited with three residents
who had been to Santa Fe, drew a
map with their information, and
wrote a letter from there to General
James Wilkinson in which he men
tions going to Santa Fe.

Schake grew up on a family farm
that included a portion of the village
site, and this is the first book about
this historic settlement. He carries
the story down to the present Katy
Trail that runs nearby. Despite a few
errors of fact (wagons were first used
on the road to Santa Fe in 1822, not
1828) and a number of typographical
errors that should have been caught
by a proofreader, this is an impor
tant book and recommended.
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COTTONWOOD RIVER
CROSSING SWALE

by Dale E. Brooks

HUNDREDS of wagon trains
crossed the Cottonwood River in
present Marion County, KS. and
many of them camped immediately
south of the river where they could
gather wood and contain th~ir live
stock. As they left the campground,
they pulled up a long grade to the
hilltop approximately one-half mile
south of the river, leaving a deep and
wide swale.

Recently the Cottonwood Cross
ing Chapter toured this Trail rem
nant. The swale is four to eight feet
deep and thirty to fifty yards wide.
Property owner Dennis Youk says
the area has always been in native
grass. The photo at right illustrates
this huge Trail swale.

INDEPENDENCE
(continued from page I)

towns were the main points of social
contact and trade. The Santa Fe
Trail became a route of commerce in
1821. when William Becknell left the
Franklin area (on the Missouri
River) for westward trade. Goods
bound for Oregon, Santa Fe, and
California (and points in between)
were unloaded at the Wayne City
Landing and transported by a primi
tive railroad into Independence.
There wagon trains organized for
western destinations. Francis Park
man, in his book The Oregon Trail,
spoke of people in Independence, "a
multitude of healthy children's faces
peeping out from under covers of
wagons ... the men, very sober look
ing country men, stood about their
oxen."

As trade with New Mexico in
creased, a landing was established
downriver (northeasterly) on the
Missouri River at the site of the busy
Blue Mills Ferry. This became
known as "Lower Independence
Landing," or "Blue Mills Landing."
There, many boats unloaded goods
and passengers bound for Santa Fe,
Oregon, or California.

A separate location carrying the
Blue Mills name was the Blue Mills
site where both a flour mill and a
lumber mill were built. Located
barely ten miles from Independence,
the Mills area had been settled since
1820, before Missouri became a
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state. Robert Aull, Sam Owens, and
Isaac Peace built a water-powered
flour mill there in 1835.

Information from the Blue Mills
Daybook reveals that Captain James
Kingsbury, the commissary officer at
Fort Leavenworth, bought all the
flour used at the fort-400 barrels a
month-from the mill at Blue Mills
Landing. Records show that George
Wallis and Company. contractors for
the Little Osage Indians, ordered
600 barrels in April of 1836. Flour
processed at the mills was trans
ported by water on the Little Blue
River for a short distance to the Blue
Mills Landing on the Missouri River.
Then the goods traveled downstream
to the Mississippi River and on to
New Orleans where they were bound
for the markets of Europe

Wayne City Landing (Upper Inde
pendence Landing) later became
popular with the riverboat captains
because a firm rock ledge offered
safer footing for unloading goods. Lo
cated upriver from the Blue Mills

.Landing, supplies and travelers
could easily traverse the two miles
into Independence, away from the
'mosquitoes and moisture of the
rIver.

Founded in 1827, the town of In
dependence became important as
one of the eastern termini for outfit
ting wagons. Early travelers stopped
there. Daniel Morgan Boone trapped
in the area. He followed a well-worn
Indian trail that entered the future
Jackson county southeast of the
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present Levasy area. The path con
tinued northwesterly to Fort Osage,
and followed the Blue Mills and Ath
erton roads to the area of the Salem
Church (established in the 1820s.)
The road, at one point known as the
old Lexington road, continued on to
"Big Spring," the name by which
present-day Independence was
known, for Independence was
blessed with five major springs of
good water which supplied travelers
and settlers.

Long before the white pioneers set
foot in Jackson County, the road was
known as an Indian Trace. Early
travelers found it a path beaten hard
by the feet of the generations of in
habitants and native traders who
had used it as the main route be
tween the villages of east and west.
In 1833, a large group of Kickapoo
and Pottawatomie stopped nearby
on their way to new lands in the In
dian Territory of Kansas. Their path
led directly to the springs of Inde
pendence.

The present location of one of the
remaining springs is on the site of
the National Frontier Trails Mu
seum. It was claimed that once a
wanderer tasted the waters of Inde
pendence, he (or she) would surely
return. Perhaps that is so, for the
Queen City of the Trails continues to
welcome those in quest of riches or
knowledge, regardless of what trail
they follow or what means of trans
port they use. Few come by water,
even fewer by hoof, yet if any eager
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Photos of statues courtesy of Sandra Kuny, Independence, Mo.

traveler wishes to learn of the his
torical legacy of westward expan
sion, a taste of the waters of Inde
pendence makes a fair beginning for
the journey.
Sources:
Barry, Louise, compo The Beginning

of the West, 1540-1854. Topeka:
Kansas State Historical Society,
1972.

Chiles, Susan, "Old Blue Mills
Ground Grain," The Independence
Examiner, February 17, 1947.

De Voto, Bernard. The Course ofEm
pire. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1952.

Flour Mill Daybook for 1838-1839,
Jackson County Historical Soci
ety.

The History of Jackson County, Mis
souri. Kansas City: Union Histori
cal Company, 1881.

Parkman, Francis. The Oregon
Trail. New York: G. P. Putnam,
1849; many editions available.

Partin, John W., ed., A Brief History
of Fort Leavenworth, 1824-1993.
Fort Leavenworth: Combat Stud
ies Institute, 1994.

Schirmer, Sherry L. and Richard D.
McKinzie, At the River's Bend: An
Illustrated History ofKansas City,
Independence and Jackson Coun
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lications, 1982.
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Truman Library records.
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SPRINGS OF INDEPENDENCE
by Jane Mallinson

Two bronze statues, "A Young
American Indian" and "Stella at the
Spring" highlight the importance of
water to early settlers and travelers
in the Independence area. The In
dian boy kneels, gazing upon water
as it trickles from the palm of his
hand into a stream meandering
through a Missouri landscape of
prairie plants. The pioneer girl car
rying a bucket stands back, waiting
respectfully for her turn. She seems
to sense that the young boy has prior
claim to the water.

The artist, Mischell Riley, por
trayed a time when the Osage Na
tion and other American Indian
tribes traveled along a path known
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as the Osage Trace. To memorialize
the era, the Truman Heartland Com
munity Foundation funded the Old
Spring project located at the conflu
ence of Truman and Noland Roads
east of the square in Independence,
Missouri. The message is not of a
clash of cultures, but of a conver
gence of cultures as water was one of
the common bonds of need.

The Independence area, known as
"Big Spring," attracted a myriad of
travelers and was recognized as a
crossroads and a meeting place.
Kachenga, a Raw Indian Chief,
brought his band to Big Spring an
nually to camp and to gather persim
mons and paw-paws. The tribe made
a type of persimmon bread, called
staninca, by mashing the pulp of the
fruit and mixing it with powdered
corn. Staninca was used for winter
food. During a bitterly cold winter in
the 1850s, the old chief Kachenga
took pneumonia and died while
camping near the spring.

Four-legged wild animals made
our first trails. They knew the easi
est route and the best places to find
food and water. Later, two-legged
travelers followed the trace, making
their own way as suited their needs.
Today we follow those same paths,
except in a different medium. In
stead of the pointed toes of deer or
the imprint of moccasin or boot, we
observe yellow painted lines and re
flective signs on the roadways. Many
Independence routes follow a similar
path, as did the deer, the natives, the
settlers, and the traders. All the ma
jor Independence roads-Lexington
Street, 24 Highway, Noland Road,
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Maple Avenue, Liberty Road, and
River Road-be- gan as native corri
dors which led to some early spring
or to the Missouri River.

On March 29, 1827, local settlers
seated themselves on a fallen tree
west of the Big Spring site and re
corded that the "southwest quarter
of section 3, Township 49, Range 32"
would legally be named Independ
ence. In June 1827 the county court
reserved lot #143 (an area along the
Santa Fe Trail) for a public spring.
This site is north of the National
Frontier Trails Museum just south of
Independence Square. Wagons head
ing for Santa Fe, California, Oregon,
or other points westward gathered at
the spring to fill water kegs before
starting. Today, deep ruts may be
seen on the Bingham-Waggoner es
tate south of the museum.

In the 1850s John Overfelt used
water from the spring south of town
to operate his steam-powered flour
mill. Peter Waggoner later pur
chased the mill. It then became
known as the Waggoner-Gates Mill
ing Company. (George Gates was the
grandfather of Bess Truman.) The
Waggoner family resided across the
street south of the mill, where at one
time noted Missouri artist George
Caleb Bingham lived and painted.
From the grounds he could see cara
vans passing on their way west.
Bingham's paintings reflected the
political and social events ofhis day.

There were sixteen springs in the
240 acres that became Independ
ence. One was at the site of Maple
and Noland. It flowed from a rock
bluff into a trough, which overflowed
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SFTA charter member Mel Cot
tom, Manhattan, KS, recently had
five-way bypass heart surgery. He is
home and recovering. We wish him
well.

SFTA Board member Helen
Brown, Elkhart, KS, was featured in
a recent article in the Hutchinson
News (and other papers), including
her work as director of the Morton
County Historical Museum.

• • • •
Former SFTA member Stanley

Kimball, 76, died May 15 at St.
George, Utah, after a lengthy illness.
He was a charter member of SFTA
and an authority on the Mormon
Trail. Sympathy is extended to his
family and friends.

• • • •
El Camino Real Association

(CARTA) has published the first
newsletter (available via e-mail) and
announced the first membership
meeting at Socorro, NM, on Septem
ber 20. Charter memberships are·
still available; see insert in this i&
sue.

FORT LEARNED
-TEACHER'S TRADING POST

Chris Day, Editor

Mary Thoman Trail Diary, 2003

Mary Thoman teaches fourth
grade at Concordia, Kansas, and her
husband Lowell farms. She has two
children, a son named David and a
daughter named Megan.

Mary was a chaperone on the 2003
Santa Fe Trail trip along with 52
fifth- and sixth-grade students (in
cluding Megan) from north central
Kansas. Mary teaches westward ex
pansion and took this trip to learn
more about the Santa Fe Trail. The
following entries are excerpts from
her diary:
June 1st, 2003

This is just the first day and I
have a hard time believing we have
already done so much. Our first stop
was a tour of Council Grove. Chris
Day, co-director of the tour, in
structed students in the process of
"running for office" at the DAR Ma
donna of the Trail Statue. The stu
dents voted for the work-crew lead
ers by running and lining up behind
their choice. The next stop was the
Coronado-Quivira Museum in Ly
ons. I learned the importance of Co
ronado in first using the trail as
Spanish influence was spread.
Ralph's Ruts show evidence that the
wagons traveled through the area.
Ralph Hathaway is a gracious man
and he wants to preserve the past for
future generations.
June 2nd

What a way to spend our first
evening! The tents had been set up at
Camp Aldrich and then a warning of
threatening weather prompted the
taking down of all the tents. We slept
inside, but at least everyone had
practice in setting up and taking
down the tents. After leaving Camp
Aldrich we visited Pawnee Rock, the
Santa Fe Trail Center, and Fort
Larned. Traveling to Elkhart was a
treat since the Morton County His
torical Society donated wagon rides
and a delicious spaghetti dinner. We
are camping at the Morton County
Fairgrounds.
June 3rd

What a night! The tents were
blown down in a windstorm at 2:00
in the morning. After herding the
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water as the key to survival and to
success-the Indian boy and the pio
neer girl, pilgrims at the water.
Sources:
"Glimpses ofthe Past," Missouri His

torical Review, XXIII, 7.
Hickman, William Z. The History of

Jackson County Missouri. Green
ville: Southern Historical Press,
1912.

The History of Jackson County, Mis
souri. Kansas City: Union Histori
cal Company, 1881.

Jackson County Historical Journal,
Spring 1969.

Jackson County Historical Society
Archives, Boxes 3 and 26.

Jackson Examiner, September 14,
1906; January 23, 1908.

Kansas City Journal Post, Septem
ber 8, 1925.

Kansas City Star, September 24,
1916; August 27, 2000.

Missouri Republican, October 12,
1849.

Wilcox, Pearl. Jackson County Pio
neers. Independence: Pearl Wil
cox, 1975.
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and formed what became known as
Spring Branch Creek. This continu
ous stream was once used to supply a
nearby distillery. In 1846 it supplied
the Robinson and Crook Foundry.
Local lore claims that the Robinson
and Crook Foundry manufactured a
wind wagon for William Thomas. In
1884 blasting in the area disrupted
the water flow at this spring and the
water retreated underground. In
1971, the Independence Study Club
funded the relocation of the Brady
Log Cabin to the site. Today a simu
lated spring symbolizes the earlier
water source.

Another large spring was located
on what is now East Linden Street
near Woodlawn Cemetery on South
Noland Road. Samuel Gregg utilized
water from this source for his
slaughterhouse, which supplied
meat for townsfolk and travelers.

Forbis Spring was located at River
Road just south ofTruman Road (for
merly Blue Avenue). Sources docu
mented the spring as running a hun
dred and fifty gallons per hour. Some
claimed the waters held medicinal
value. The Independence Bottling
Company later used this spring wa
ter in its production process. Many
Independence natives remember
looking forward to a cold bottle of
Polly's Soda Pop on a hot day.

McCoy Lake was at the south end
of Main Street. This spring-fed lake
was a popular source of entertain
ment for the town's young people.
Later the lake was renamed Doutt's
Lake, but it eventually succumbed to
developers and is now a paved area.

Springs supplied Mill Creek, a
source of clean water for travelers
who camped nearby. The camp
ground was between Mill Street and
Spring Street, opposite the Truman
Library on 24 Highway. Mill Creek
flowed into Sugar Creek, so named
because ofthe numerous maple trees
growing along its banks. Springs
also supplied nearby Rock Creek, an
other ready source of water for trav
elers on the Trail.

Water is the life force of civiliza
tion. Whether the water is in the
form of a clear spring or a flowing
river, it supplies all according to
need. The two bronze statues at Big
Spring remind us that water is as vi
tal today as it was when the inhabi
tants of a fledgling nation recognized
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diet is composed of a variety of in
sects, in particular grasshoppers and
crickets. It also eats lizards and
smaller rodents, such as mice and
rats, which are beaten on a rock or
hard surface to make them easier to
swallow whole. They have been
found to be good mousers; Josiah
Gregg mentioned this in his descrip
tions of wild birds: "There is to be
found in Chihuahua and other
southern districts a very beautiful
bird calledpaisano (literally 'countr
yman'), which when domesticated,
performs all the offices of a cat in rid
ding the dwelling-houses of mice and
other vermin.":l9

In the early 1900s, a bounty was
placed on roadrunners because they
were thought to prey on quail. Shot
on sight, many were killed before re
search proved that roadrunners do
not prey on them. Today, they are
protected by state and federal laws.

The roadrunner and coyote have
become linked in the minds of many
people today. In one ofhis syndicated
history columns, Marc Simmons
stated: "Strangers to the Southwest
are nearly always amazed to learn
that there really is such a feathered
creature as the roadrunner. Appar
ently, the movie cartoons about a
running bird that outwits the coyote
have led many people to believe that
the whole thing is a joke invented by
the filmmaker.,,·10 Simmons, of
course, is referring to Wile E. Coyote
(Eatimus Anythingus) and the Road
Runner (Accelerati Incrpdibulus) of
"silver screen" fame. Created by the
late Director Chuck Jones and writer
Michael Maltese, their first fast
paced adventure, "Fast and Furry
ous," appeared in 1949. It set the
pace for over twenty years of epi
sodes, followed by years of television
reruns and video-tape replays. Each
adventure faithfully held to the
same formula-a classic ritual, as
popular today as the old tales told
around campfires for centuries, of
the most determined predator in
pursuit of the fastest prey. Award
winning photographer and author,
Wyman Meinzer, connects the tales
of long ago with the modern in his
outstanding book Coyote: "The coy
ote in legend is portrayed as a trick
ster, often changing identity in order
to achieve a less than honorable end.
The butt of jokes, the coyote falls vic
tim to his own ploys, similar to the
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Roadrunner.

central plot of the popularized car
toon series...."41

Whether or not it is because of the
widespread appeal of Wile E. Coyote
and the Road Runner, a tour guide at
the Arizona-Sonoran Desert Mu
seum outside of Tucson was recently
queried regarding which animals
foreign visitors ask about most fre
quently. Mter a moment's thought,
the guide answered "the coyote, the
roadrunner, and the rattlesnake."
The response makes one wonder
what the travelers on the Santa Fe
Trail might have thought of their
far-reaching fame.
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Wagon Mound, looking southeast. with village at lower right and State Highway 120
shown through town and across the center of picture. The Trail was to the left of this
photo.

PIKE'S COLUMN

[This special column will continue as
a series in Wagon Tracks until the
close of the Zebulon Montgomery
Pike Southwestern Expedition Bicen
tennial activities in 2007. It features
documents, articles, bibliography,
and notes which tell the story ofPike,
his expeditions, and related topics.
Submissions are solicited for this col
umn, and suggestions are welcome.

There are three Pike items in this
issue: (1) a brief item and photo re
garding Pike family settlers in
Larned, KS, (2) a story and photos of
a new Pike monument in Pueblo, CO,
and (3) the second installment of
Pike's journal. Keep informed with
Pike Bicentennial plans at <www.
pikebicentennial.org>.}

ZEBULON M. PIKE'S NIECE
HONORED AT LARNED

by Alice Clapsaddle

WITH the upcoming bicentennial
anniversary of Zebulon M. Pike's Ex
pedition to the Southwest, the First
Presbyterian Church of Larned
sponsored the marking of the graves
of his family in the Larned Ceme
tery. Pike's niece Sarah Wardell
Sturdevant and husband Rev. Char
les Sturdevant, and some of their
children, were instrumental in the
early development of Larned and
particularly the founding of the

ment with students in the classroom.
The group then took a look at the his
torical overview of Southeastern
Colorado, including periods from the
Pre-European, Spanish, Mexican,
Fur Trade, Trans-Mississippi Trade,
and Southern Rockies Fur Trade.

Day two expanded the historical
overview to cover the Santa Fe Trail
era, including the physical trail) life
on the trail, and Bent's Fort. The
course concluded with an overview of
the development of Boggsville and a
historical archaeology tour of the
site.

The historic Boggsville site is lo
cated on the Purgatoire River, two
miles south of present-day Las Ani
mas on Colorado Highway 101. The
settlement was founded on a branch
of the Santa Fe Trail about 1862 by
Thomas O. Boggs, his wife Rumalda
Luna Bent (a stepdaughter of Char
les Bent), L. A. Allen, and Charles
Ritc. The site is open daily and group
tours are offered by reservation. For
more information on the historic
Boggsville site, contact Richard Car
rillo at 719-384-8113 or the Las Ani
mas Chamber of Commerce at 719
456-0453. The website for the site is:
<www.secolo.orgfbusiness/boggsvil.
htm}>.

AERIAL PHOTOS OF THE TRAIL
INEZ Ross, Los Alamos, NM, re
cently had an opportunity to fly over
portions of the Santa Fe Trail, and
she shared these two photographs.

San Miguel del Vado, with village church at lower left and Pecos River center left to
lower right. The line of trees matches map designation of Trail locale.
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Presbyterian Churroh in 1873. In
their honor the ch~lrch has placed
new stones at the family cemetery
plot near the east entrance of the
cemetery. Pictured below are Pastor
Jim Hawthorne and Alice Clapsad
dle at the dedication of the grave
stones on May 25, 2003.

PUEBLO'S NEW MONUMENT
TO ZEBULON M. PIKE

by Peyton Abbott

/SFTA member Abbott, Pueblo, CO,
is working on the Pike expedition
route through his area.}
STANDING alongside the water
way in Pueblo's Historic Arkansas
River Project (HARP) are two monu
ments commemorating the visit to
the area of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike's party in the late autumn of
1806. The older of the two is a river
cobble pillar holding a brass plaque
placed by the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), which
tells of the event. This monument
was moved from a nearby location
when HARP was completed. There is
no indication when it was first
placed. The new monument, by
Pueblo sculptor Ken Williams, is an
interpretive monument with a cen
tral stand holding a brass bust of
Pike circled by a ring bearing his
name and a quotation from Pike's di
ary. Pike is peering through a tele-

Bronze plaque on the DAR monument.
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Sculptor Ken Williams by the central
stand of his memorial to Pike's visit to
Colorado.

scope toward the mountain that
bears his name. A silhouette of the
Front Range tops the central stand.

Imbedded in the sidewalk on ei
ther side of the central stand is a
schematic of the Arkansas River.
Pike's route up the Arkansas and
into the mountains is shown by a line
of small round porcelain medallions
that copy the ring on the central
stand. Off to the side are boulders
representing "The Grand Peak"
(Pikes Peak) and the "Blue Moun
tains" (Pike's name for the Front
Range and the Wet Mountains).

At a number of spots along Wil
liams's sidewalk river are larger me
dallions illustrating quotations from
Pike's diary and located at or near
the place on the Arkansas where the
diary entry was made. For example,
near the confluence with the "First
Fork" or Purgatoire River, is a large
medallion with a turkey and cotton
wood leaves. In the ring around the
medallion are quotations from the
November 13, 1806, diary entry:
"The river banks began to be entirely
covered with woods on both sides,
but no other species than cotton
wood." And "Discovered signs of war·
parties ascending the river" and
"Killed one turkey."

The river and riverbanks are
decorated with representations of
wildlife: fish, buffalo, deer, bird
tracks, and the like. The schematic
covers Pike's entire route through
what is now Colorado, including his
visit to the South Platte in South
Park and the Rio Grande in the San
Luis Valley.

Ken Williams is the sculptor who
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Another view of the central stand of
Williams's monument; note schematic
of the Arkansas River In the pavement
beneath the stand.

designed and worked to create the
monument, but he will quickly name
a large number of other individuals
within his studio and in the commu
nity who aided in its concept and de
velopment. Ken is well known in
Pueblo. With his wife Judith, also an
artist, his daughters Gwyn and Ali·
son, and studio assistant Steve Jar·
rett, he works out of The Williams
Studio at Thirteenth and Erie
Streets in Pueblo. Williams works in
anumber of media; the sound barrier
along the south side of State High·
way 47 near the University in Pueblo
is Williams's work. The ceramic·
covered wall separating Interstate
25 from the railroad and Fountain
Creek near Thirteenth Street in
Pueblo was designed by Judith Wil
liams. The studio also makes beauti·
ful pottery, but their specialty is
sculptured brick. Williams's deep·
relief brick structures can be found
throughout the United States and in
Mexico on or in churches, civic build·
ings, shopping malls, and private
residences. Visitors to Pueblo can see
examples of his brick sculpture on
the facade of the School District 60
administration building and on the
Pueblo Transportation, Center. He
enjoys working with historical
themes.

The new monument is an attrac·
tive addition to the HARP area and
an appropriate commemoration of
the upcoming bicentennial of the
Pike Expedition, 1806-1807. Every·
one traveling in the Pueblo area is
urged to stop and look at this new
memorial.
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and stagecoaches on the 75-mile Fort
Hays-Fort Dodge Road to Fort Dodge
and on to Santa Fe. Thus, overland
traffic on the Santa Fe Trail east of
Fort Dodge through Fort Larned
ceased, and the Pawnee River cross
ing at the fort was used only for local
traffic.29 East of Fort Larned Na
tional Historic Site one mile is a
bronze marker and an interpretative
sign placed by the WetIDry Routes
Chapter which explains the Dry
Route variant which crossed the
Pawnee River at Fort Larned.

The westward push of the railroad
to Hays City and the initiation of the
Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road led to a
fourth Pawnee River crossing. Run
ning southwest from Hays City, the
road crossed Big Creek, the Smoky
Hill River, Big Timber Creek, and
Walnut Creek before reaching the
Pawnee River in present Hodgeman
County. There a modern bridge
spans the stream where Santa Fe
bound freight wagons and stage
coaches once forded. Overland traffic
on the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Road
came to a halt when the railroad ex
tended its tracks to Phil Sheridan,
an end-of-the-tracks town in present
Logan County. From there, a new
road was developed running west to
Fort Wallace before turning south
west to strike the so-called Mountain
Route of the Santa Fe Trail at Fort
Lyon. Thus, after a brief eight
month tenure, Santa Fe travel
stopped on the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road and traffic at this Pawnee
River crossing became limited to lo
cal citizens and the transport of mili
tary personnel and supplies, which
continued until the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Railway reached
Dodge City in 1872.30 At the crossing
site, a profound cut-down remains on
the north bank of the river. To the
south, several faint ruts can yet be
detected. The WetIDry Routes Chap
ter has placed a bronze marker at
this location to commemorate the
crossing.

From the early 1820s through
1868, when the westward expansion
of the railroad rung the death knell
for the Santa Fe Trail east of Fort
Lyon, the four separate crossings of
the Pawnee River witnessed multi
ple tons of freight and mail deliveries
numbering in the thousands. Yet,
physical evidence is limited to the
Dry Route crossing east of Fort
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Larned and the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road ford in Hodgeman
County, slight tribute to the cross
ings which served the Santa Fe trade
for nearly five decades.
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NEW INTERPRETIVE MARKER
AT PAWNEE CROSSING

THE WetlDry Routes Chapter re
cently placed a new marker at the
Santa Fe Trail Wet Route Crossing
of the Pawnee River near Larned to
commemorate the ford's usage by
Spanish and American travelers
prior to the opening of the Santa Fe
Trail. Following is the text of the
marker:

EXPEDITIONS ATTHE PAWNEE RIVER
CROSSING PRIOR TO THE ADVENT

OF THE SANTA FE TRAIL
Previous to the opening of the
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them. They all forded the river but
Sans Oreille, who hrought his wife
up to the boats, and informed me
that Sparks had encamped with
them, but left them early to return in
search of us. We proceeded after
breakfast. Sparks arrived just at the
moment we were embarking. The In
dians traversing the country on the
east had sent Sparks with Sans Or
eille. About two o'clock A. M. split a
plank in the bottom of the batteaux.
Unloaded and turned her up, re
paired the breach, and continued on
the route: by four o'clock found the
Indians behind a large island: we
made no stop, and they followed us.
We encamped together on a bar,
where we proposed halting to dry our
corn, &c., on Monday. Killed four
deer. Distance 18 1-2 miles.
11th August, Monday.-We contin
ued here to dry our corn and bag
gage. This morning we had a match
at shooting: the prize offered to the
successful person was a jacket and a
twist of tobacco, which I myself was
so fortunate as to win; I made the ar
ticles, however, a present to the
young fellow who waited on me. Af
ter this, taking Huddleston with me,
I went out to hunt: after travelling
about twelve miles we arrived at the
river, almost exhausted with thirst. I
here indulged myself by drinking
plentifully of the water, and was ren
dered so extremely unwell by it, that
I was scarce capable of pursuing my
route to the camp. On arriving oppo
site it, I swam the river, from which I
experienced considerable relief. The
party informed me they had found
the heat very oppressive, and the
mercury, at sun-down, was at 25°
Reaumer. This day, for the first time,
I saw trout west of the Allegheny
mountains. Reloaded our boats, and
finished two new oars, which were
requisite.
12th August, Tuesday.-Previously
to our embarkation, which took place
at half past five o'clock, I was obliged
to convince my red brethren that, if!
protected them, I would not suffer
them to plunder my men with impu
nity, for the chief had got one of my
lads' tin cups attached to his bag
gage, and notwithstanding it was
marked with the initials of the sol
dier's name, he refused to give it up.
On which I requested the interpreter
to tell him, "that I had no idea that
he had purloined the cup, but sup-
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posed some other person had at
tached it to his baggage; but that,
knowing it to be my soldier's, I re
quested him to deliver it up, or I
should be obliged to take other meas
ures to obtain it." This had the de
sired effect; for I certainly should
have put my threats into execution
from this principle, formed from my
experience during my intercourse
with Indians, that if you have justice
on your side, and do not enforce it,
they universally despise you. When
we stopped for dinner, one of men
took his gun and went out; not hav
ing returned when we were ready to
re embark, I left him. Passed the In
dians twice when they were crossing
the river. Passed some very beautiful
cliffs on the west shore; also Vermil
lion and Grand rivers, the latter of
which is a large stream, and en
camped at the __ .

Immediately after our encamp
ment a thunder storm came on,
which blew overboard my flag-staff
and a number of articles of my cloth
ing, which were on top of the cabin,
and sunk them immediately. Being
much fatigued and the bank difficult
of ascent, lay down in the cabin,
without supper and slept all night. It
continued to rain. The man I left on
shore arrived on the opposite bank in
the night, having killed two deer; but
was obliged to leave the largest be
hind. Finding he was not to be sent
for, he concealed his gun and deer,
and swam the river. Distance 24
miles.
18th August, Wednesday.-It contin
ued to rain. In the morning sent a
boat over for Sparks's gun and deer.
Embarked at half past 9 o'clock.
Stopped to dine at two o'clock. Dur
ing the time we halted, the river rose
over the flat bar, on which we were:
this, if we had no other proof, would
convince us we were near the head of
the river, as the rain must have
reached it. We made almost a perfect
circle, so that I do not believe we
were, at night, three miles from
where we encamped last night. This
day, for the first time, we have prai
rie hills. Distance 13 miles.
14th August, Thursday.-Embarked
at half past five o'clock. Passed the
Park, which is ten miles round, and
not more than three quarters of a
mile across, bearing from S. 5° E. to
due N. At its head we breakfasted,
and just as we were about to put off
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we saw and brought to a canoe
manned with three engagees of Mr.
__, who informed us that the Lit
tle Osage had marched a war party
against the Kans, and the Grand Os
age a party against our citizens on
the Arkansaw river. Wrote by them
to the general and all friends. Gave
the poor fellows some whiskey and
eight quarts of corn, they having had
only two turkies for four days. We
left them and proceeded, passing on
our east some of the largest cedars I
ever saw. Came on very well in the
afternoon, and encamped on an is
land above Turkey island. Distance
28 miles.
15th August, Friday.-We embarked
at five o'clock, and at eight o'clock
met the Indians and the gentlemen
who accompanied them. Found all
well. They had been joined by their
friends and relatives from the vil
lage, with horses to transport their
baggage. Lieutenant Wilkinson in
formed me that their meeting was
very tender and affection
ate-"Wives throwing themselves
into the arms of their husbands, par
ents embracing their children, and
children their parents, brothers and
sisters meeting, one from captivity,
the other from the towns-they, at the
same time, returning thanks to the
Good God for having brought them
once more together;"-in short, the
toute ensemble was such as to make
polished society blush, when com
pared with those savages, in whom
the passions of the mind, whether
joy, grief, fear, anger, or revenge,
have their full scope: why can we not
correct the baneful passions, without
weakening the good? Sans Oreille
made them a speech, in which he re
marked, "Osage, you now see your
wives, your brothers, your daugh
ters, your sons, redeemed from cap
tivity. Who did this'? was it the Span
iards? No. The French? No. Had ei
ther of those people been governors
of the country, your relatives might
have rotted in captivity, and you
never would have seen them; but the
Americans stretched forth their
hands, and they are returned to you!!
What can you do in return for all this
goodness? Nothing: all your lives
would not suffice to repay their good
ness." This man had children in cap
tivity, not one of whom we were able
to obtain for him.

The chief then requested that lieu-
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tenant Wilkinson and Dr. Robinson
might be permitted to accompany
them by land, which I consented to.
Wrote a letter to Cheveux Blanche,
by lieutenant Wilkinson. When we
parted (after delivering the Indians
their baggage) Sans Oreille put an
Indian on board, to hunt, or obey any
other commands I might have for
him. We stopped at eleven o'clock to
dry our baggage. Found our biscuit
and crackers almost all ruined. Put
off at half past four o'clock, and en
camped at three quarters past five
o'clock. Distance 1512 miles.
16th August, Saturday.-We em
barked at five o'clock and came on
extremely well in the barge to a
French hunting camp (evacuated),
twelve miles to breakfast, the ba
teaux coming up late: we exchanged
hands. About twelve o'clock passed
the grand fork, which is equal in size
to the one on which we pursued our
route. Waited to dine at the rocks
called the Swallow's Nest, on the
west shore above the forks. The ba
teaux having gained nearly half an
hour, the crews are convinced that it
is not the boat, but men who make
the difference: each take their own
boat, after which we proceeded very
well, the water being good and men
in spirits. Saw an elk on the shore,
also met an old man alone hunting,
from whom we obtained no informa
tion of consequence. Encamped on
the west shore at Mine river. Passed
the place where the chief, called the
Belle Oiseau, and others were killed
[by Sac Indians in 1804]. Distance 37
miles.
17th August, Sllnday.-We em
barked at five o'clock and came
twelve miles to breakfast. At four
o'clock arrived at ten French houses
on the east shore, where was then re
siding a Sac, who was married to an
Osage femme and spoke French only.
We afterwards passed the position
where Mr. Chouteau formerly had
his fort, not a vestige of which was
remaining, the spot being only
marked by the superior growth of
vegetation. Here the river bank is
one solid bed of stone-coal, just below
which is a very shoal and rapid rip
ple; from whence to the village of the
Grand Osage is nine miles across a
large prairie. We came about two
miles above, and encamped on the
west shore. This day the river has
been generally bounded by prairies
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on both sides. Distance 411-2 miles.
18thAllgust, Monday.-We put off at
half past five o'clock. Stopped at nine
o'clock to breakfast. Passed the sec
ond fork of the river at twelve o'clock,
the right hand fork bearing N. about
30 yards wide, the left (the one we
pursued) N. 60° W. and not more
than 50 or 60 feet in width, very full
of old trees, &c. but plenty of water.
Observed the road where the chiefs
and lieutenant Wilkinson crossed.
We proceeded until one o'clock, when
we were halted by a large drift quite
across the river. Dispatched Baroney
to the village of the Grand Osage, to
procure horses to take our baggage
nearer to the towns; unloaded our
boats, and in about two hours lieu
tenant Wilkinson, with Tuttasuggy,
arrived at our camp, the former of
whom presented me an express from
the general, and letters from my
friends. The chiefs remained at our
camp all night. I was attacked by a
violent head-ache. It commenced
raining, and continued with great
force until day. Distance 19 1-4
miles.
19th August, Tuesday.-We com
menced very early to arrange our
baggage, but had not finished at one
o'clock, when the chief of the Grand
Osage, and 40 or 50 men of his vil
lage, arrived with horses. We loaded
and took our departure for the place
where Manuel de Liza had his estab
lishment, at which we arrived about
four o'clock, and commenced pitch
ing our encampment near the edge of
the prairie, when I was informed
that three men had arrived from St.
Louis, sent by Manuel de Liza. I dis
patched lieutenant Wilkinson to the
village, with Baroney, who brought
to camp the man who had charge of
the others from St. Louis: he having
no passport, I detained him until fur
ther consideration. Our reception by
the Osage was flattering, and par
ticularly by the White Hair and our
fellow-travellers. This evening there
arrived in the village of the Grand
Usage an express from the Arkan
saw, who brought the news that a
boat, ascending that river, had been
fired on, and had two white men
killed and two wounded, and that
the brother-in-law of the Cheveux
Blanche, who happened to be on
board, was also killed. This put the
whole village in mourning.
20th August, Wednesday.-About
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twelve o'clock I dispatched Baroney
for the chiefs of the Grand village, in
order to give the general's parole to
the Cheveux Blanche, also a young
man to the village of the Little Os
age. The Cheveux Blanche and his
people arrived about three o'clock,
and after waiting some time for the
Wind and his people, I just informed
the chiefs that I had merely assem
bled them to deliver the parole of the
general, and present the marks of
distinction indeed for the Cheveux
Blanche and his son, hanging a
grand medal round the neck of the
latter. The packets committed to my
charge for the relations of the de
ceased Osages, were then delivered
to them, the widow making the dis
tribution. It must be remarked that I
had merely requested the Cheveux
Blanche to come with his son, and re
ceive the general's message; but in
stead of coming with a few chiefs, he
was accompanied by 186 men, to all
of whom we were obliged to give
something to drink. When the coun
cil was over we mounted our horses
and rode to the village, and halted at
the quarters of the chief, where we
were regaled with boiled pumpkins:
then we went to two different
houses, and were invited to many
others, but declined, promising that
I would pay them a visit, previous to
my departure, and spend the whole
day. We then returned to camp. After
enquiring of White Hair if the men of
Manuel de Liza had anv ostensible
object in view, he infor~ed me that
they had only said to him that they
expected Manuel would be up to
trade in the autumn. I concluded to
take the deposition of Babtiste
Larme as to the manner in which he
was employed by Manuel de Liza,
and forward the same to Dr. Brown
and the attorney-general of Louisi
ana, and permit the men to return to
St. Louis, as it was impossible for me
to detach a party with them as pris
oners.
21st August, Thursday.-In the
morning White Hair paid us a visit,
and brought us a present of corn,
meat, and grease, and we invited
him, his son, and son-in-law to
breakfast with us, and gave his com
panions something to eat. I then
wrote anum ber of letters to send by
express, and enclosed the deposition
of Larme. In the afternoon we rode to
the village of the Little Osage, and
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were received b· our fellow
travellers with trm hospitality. Re
turned in the evemng, when a tre
mendous storm of rain, thunder and
lightning commenced, and continued
with extraordinary violence until
half past nine o'clock. It was with
great difficulty we were enabled to
keep our tents from blowing down.
The place prepared for an observa
tory was carried away.
22d August, Friday.-Preparing in
the morning for the council, and com
mitting to paper the heads of the
subject on which I intended to speak.
The chiefs ofthe Little Osage arrived
about one o'clock, also the inter
preter of the Grand Osage, who pre
tended to say that the Grand Osage
had expected us at their village with
the Little Osage. The Cheveux
Blanche arrives with his chiefs. The
ceremony of the council being ar
ranged, I delivered them the gen
eral's parole forwarded by express.
My reason for not delivering it until
this time was, in order to have the
two villages together, as it was
equally interesting to both. After
this I explained at large the will,
wishes, and advice of their Great Fa
ther, and the mode which I conceived
most applicable to carry them into ef
fect. The Cheveux Blanche replied in
a few words, and promised to give me
a full reply to-morrow. The Wind re
plied to the same amount; after
which the Cheveux Blanche ad
dressed himself to the Wind as fol
lows;-"I am shocked at your conduct,
Tuttasuggy, you who have lately
come from the States, and should
have been wise; but you led the re
deemed captives, with an officer of
the United States, to your village, in
stead of bringing them through my
town in the first instance." To this
the Wind made no reply, but left his
seat shortly after under pretence of
giving some orders to his young men.
I conceived this reprimand intended
barely to shew us the superiority of
the one and inferiority of the other,
and originated, in my- opinion, from
an altercation of lieutenant Wilkin
son and the Cheveux Blanche, in
which allusions were made by the
former, on the friendly conduct of the
Little Chief, (alias the Wind) when
compared to that of the latter. I must
here observe that when the chiefs
and prisoners left me, accompanied
by lieutenant Wilkinson, I did not

August 2003

know the geographical location of
the two villages, but conceived that,
in going to the Little Village, they
would passed by the Grand Village,
and of course that lieutenant Wilkin
son and the chief would arrange the
affair properly.
23d August, Saturday.-I expected
to have received from the chiefs their
answers to my demands; but re
ceived an express from both villages,
informing me that they wished to put
them off until to-morrow. I then ad
justed my instruments. Took equal
altitudes and a merdional altitude of
the sun, but, owing to flying clouds,
missed the immersions of Jupiter's
satellites.
24th August, Sunday.-Was nearly
half the day in adjusting the line of
collimation in the telescopic sights of
my theodolite. It began to cloud bef
ore evening, and althought the sky
was not entirely covered, I was so un
fortunate as to miss the time of an
immersion and (although clear in the
intermediate period) an emersion
also. I was informed by Baroney that
the Little Village had made up
eleven horses for us. In the evening,
however, the interpreter, accompa
nied by the Son-in-law and son ofthe
Cheveux Blanche, came to camp, and
informed me that there were no
horses to be got in the village of the
Big Osage.
25th August, Monday.-In the morn
ing we were visited by the Cheveux
Blanche and three or four of his
chiefs, who were pleased to accord to
my demands. He found much diffi
culty in informing me that, in all his
village, he could only raise four
horses, but that we should be accom
panied by his son and son-in-law. I
then expressed to him the difference
of our expectations from the reality.
He remained until after twelve
o'clock, when I went to the Little Os
age village, and was received with
great friendship by the chief. Re
mained all night at the house of Tut
tasuggy. Took the census.
26th August, Tuesday.-Rose early
and found my friends in council,
which was merely relative to our
horses. The chief then declared their
determination to me, and that he
himself gave me one horse, and lent
me eight more to carry our baggage
to the Pawnees. Sold the old bateaux
for 100 dollars, in merchandise,
which I conceived infinitely prefer-
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able to leaving her to the uncertain
safe-guard of the Indians. About this
time we received news that the party
of Potowatomies were discovered to
be near the towns. I gave them the
best advice I was capable of giving,
and then returned to our camp.
27th August, Wednesday.-Spent in
arranging our baggage for the
horses. Received four horses from
the Little Village and two from the
Big Village. In the evening lieuten
ant Wilkinson rode to the Grand Vil
lage. I observed two immersions of
Jupiter's satellites.
28th August, Thursday.-Writing to
the secretary at war and the general,
making arrangements for our depar
ture. Visited by the Wind and Sans
Oreille.
29th August, Friday.-Forenoon
writing letters. In the afternoon Dr.
Robinson and myself went to the
Grand Village, at which we saw the
medicine dance. Remained at the viI·
lage all night.
30th August, Saturday.-Returned
to the camp after settling all my af
fairs at the town. Sealed up our dis
patches and sent off the general's ex
press. In the afternoon we were vis
ited by the principal men at the Lit
tle Village and the chief, to whom I
presented a flag, and made the dona
tions which I conceived requisite to
the different Indians, on account of
horses, &c.
31st August, Sunday.-Arranging
our packs and loading our horses, in
order to fit our loads, as we expected
to march on the morrow. Up late
writing letters.
1st September, Monday.-Struck our
tents early in the morning, and com
menced loading our horses. We now
discovered that an Indian had stolen
a large black horse, which the
Cheveux Blanche had presented to
lieutenant Wilkinson. I mounted a
horse to pursue him; but the inter
preter sent to town, and the chiefs
wife sent another in its place. We left
the place about twelve' o'clock with
fifteen loaded horses, our party con
sisting of two lieutenants, one doc
tor, two sergeants, one corporal, fif
teen privates, two interpreters, three
Pawnees, and four chiefs of the
Grand Osage, amounting in all to 30
warriors and one woman. We crossed
the Grand Osage fork and a prairie
N. 80° W. five miles to the fork of the
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Little Osage. Joined by Sans Oreille
and seven Little Osage, all of whom I
equipped for the march. Distance 8
miles.
2d September, Tuesday.-Marched
at six o'clock. Halted at ten o'clock,
and two o'clock on the side of the
creek, our route having been all the
time on its borders. Whilst there I
was informed by a young Indian that
Mr. C. Chouteau had arrived at the
towns. I conceived it proper for me to
return, which I did, accompanied by
Baroney, first to the Little Village;
from whence we were accompanied
by the Wind to the Big Village, where
we remained all night at the lodge of
Cheveux Blanche. Mr. Chouteau
gave us the news; after which I
scrawled a letter to the general and
my friends.
3d September, Wednesday.-Rose
early, and went to the Little Village
to breakfast. After giving my letters
to Mr. Henry, and arranging my af
fairs, we proceeded, and overtook our
party at two o'clock. They had left
their first camp about four miles.
Our horses being much fatigued, we
concluded to remain all night. Sent
out our red and white hunters, all of
whom only killed two turkies. Dis
tance 4 miles.
4th September, Thursday.-When
about to march in the morning, one
of our horses was missing, and we
left Sans Oreille, with the two Pawn
ees, to search for him, and proceeded
till about nine o'clock; then stopped
until twelve o'clock, and then
marched. In about half an hour was
overtaken and informed that Sans
Oreille had not been able to find our
horse; on which we encamped, and
sent two horses back for the load.
One of the Indians, being jealous of
his wife, sent her back to the village.
After making the necessary notes,
Dr. Robinson and myself took our
horses and followed the course of the
little stream, until we arrived at the
Grand river, which was distant
about six miles. We here found a
most delightful basin of clear water,
of 25 paces diameter and about 100
in circumference, in which we
bathed; found it deep and delight
fully pleasant. Nature scarcely ever
formed a more beautiful place for a
farm. We returned to camp about
dusk, when I was informed that
some of the Indians had been dream
ing and wished to return. Killed one
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deer, one turkey, one raccoon. Dis
tance 13 miles.
5th September, Friday.-In the
morning our Little Osage all came to
a determination to return, and,
much to my surprise, Sans Oreille
amongst the rest! I had given an or
der on the chiefs for the lost horse to
be delivered to Sans Oreille's wife,
previously to my knowing that he
was going back, but took from him
his gun, and the guns from all the
others also. In about five miles we
struck a beautiful hill, which bears
south on the prairie: its elevation I
suppose to be 100 feet. From its sum
mit the view is sublime to the east
and south-east. We waited on this
hill to breakfast, and had to send two
miles for water. Killed a deer on the
rise, which was soon roasting before
the fire. Here another Indian wished
to return and take his horse with
him, which, as we had so few, I could
not allow, for he had already re
ceived a gun for the use ofhis horse. I
told him he might return, but his
horse would go to the Pawnees. We
marched, leaving the Osage trace,
which we had hitherto followed, and
crossed the hills to a creek which was
almost dry. Descended it to the main
river, where we dined. The discon
tented Indian came up, and put on
an air of satisfaction and content. We
again marched about six miles fur
ther, and encamped at the head of a
small creek, about half a mile from
water. Distance 19 miles.
6th September, Saturday.-We
marched at half past six o'clock, and
arrived at a large fork of the little Os
age river, where we breakfasted. In
the holes in the creek we discovered
many fish, which, from the stripes on
their bellies, and their spots, I sup
posed to be trout and bass: they were
twelve inches long. This brought to
mind the necessity of a net, which
would have frequently afforded sub
.sistence to the whole party. We
halted at one o'clock and remained
until four o'clock. Being told that we
could not arrive at any water, we
here filled our vessels. At five o'clock
arrived at the dividing ridge, be
tween the waters of the Osage and
Arkansaw (alias White river), the
dry branches of which interlock
within 20 yards of each other. The
prospect from the dividing ridge to
the east and south-east is sublime.
The prairie rising and falling in
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regular swells, as far as the sight can
extend, produces a very beautiful ap
pearance. We left our course, and
struck down to the south-west on a
small creek, or rather a puddle of wa
ter. Killed one deer. Distance 20
miles.
7th September, Sunday.-We left
this at half past six o'clock, before
which we had a difficulty with the
son of the chief, which was accommo
dated. At nine o'clock we came on a
large fork and stopped for breakfast.
Proceeded on and encamped on a fine
stream, where we swam our horses
and bathed ourselves. Killed four
deer. Distance 15 miles.
8th September, Monday.-Marched
early, and arrived at a grand fork of
the White river. The Indians were all
discontented: we had taken the
wrong ford; but, as they were dis
persed through the woods, we could
not be governed by their movements.
Previously to our leaving the camp,
the son of the Cheveux Blanche pro
posed returning, and offered no other
reason that that he felt too lazy to
perform the route. The reason I of
fered to prevent his going was inef
fectual, and he departed with his
hunter, who deprived us of one
horse. His return left us without any
chief or man of consideration, except
the son of the Belle Oiseau, who was
but a lad. The former appeared to be
a discontented young fellow, and
filled with self pride: he certainly
should have considered it as an
honor to be sent on so respectable an
embassy as he was. Another Indian,
who owned one of our horses, wished
to return with him, which was posi
tively refused him; but fearing he
might steal him, I contented him
with a present. We marched, and
made the second branch, crossing
one prairie twelve miles, in which we
suffered much with drought. Dis
tance 22 miles.
9th September, Tuesday.-Marched
at seven o'clock, and struck a large
creek at eleven miles distance. On
holding a council, it was determined
to ascend this creek to the highest
point ofwater, and then strike across
to a large river of the Arkansaw. We
ascended four miles and a half, and
encamped. Killed one cabrie, two
deer, two turkies. Distance 12 miles.
10th September, Wednesday.-Mar
ched early. Struck and passed the di
vide between the Grand river and
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the Verdegris riv"r. Stopped to
breakfast on a smtIH stream of the
latter; after which we marched and
encamped on the fourth small
stream. Killed one elk, one deer. Dis
tance 21 miles.
11th September, Thursday.-Passed
four branches and over high hilly
prairies. Encamped at night on a
large branch of Grand river. Killed
one cabrie, one deer. Distance 17
miles.
12th September, Friday.-Com
menced our march at seven o'clock.
Passed very ruff flint hills. My feet
blistered and very sore. I stood on a
hill, and in one view below me saw
buffalo, elk, deer, cabrie, and pan
thers. Encamped on the main branch
of Grand river, which had very steep
banks and was deep. Dr. Robinson,
Bradley, and Baroney arrived after
dusk, having killed three buffalo,
which, with one I killed, and two by
the Indians, made six; the Indians
alledging it was the Kans' hunting
ground, therefore they would destroy
all the game they possibly could. Dis
tance 18 miles.
13th September, Saturday.-Late in
marching, it having every appear
ance of rain. Halted to dine on a
branch of Grand river. Marched
again at half past two o'clock, and
halted at five, intending to dispatch
Dr. Robinson and one ofour Pawnees
to the village to-morrow. Killed six
buffalo, one elk, and three deer. Dis
tance 9 miles.
14th September, Sunday.-The doc
tor and Frank (a young Pawnee)
marched for the village at day-light;
we at half past six o'clock. Halted at
one o'clock. On the march we were
continually passing through large
herds of buffalo, elk, and cabrie; and
I have no doubt but one hunter could
support 200 men. I prevented the
men shooting at the game, not
merely because of the scarcity of am
munition, but, as I conceived, the
laws of morality forbid it also. En
camped at sun-set on the main
branch of White river hitherto called
Grand river. Killed one buffalo and
one cabrie. Distance 21 miles.
15th September, Monday.-Marched
at seven o'clock passed a very large
Kans encampment, evacuated,
which had been occupied last sum
mer. Proceeded on to the dividing
ridge, between the waters of the
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White river and the Kans. This ridge
was covered with a layer of stone,
which was strongly impregnated
with iron ore, and on the west side of
said ridge we found spa springs.
Halted at one o'clock, very much
against the inclination of the Osage,
who, from the running of the buffalo,
conceived a party of the Kans to be
near. Killed two buffalo. Distance 18
miles.
16th September, Tuesday.-Mar
ched late, and in about four miles
and a half distance, came to a very
handsome branch of water, at which
we stopped and remained until after
two o'clock, when we marched and
crossed two branches. Encamped on
the third. At the second creek a horse
was discovered on the prairie, when
Baroney went in pursuit of him on a
horse of lieutenant Wilkinson, but
arrived at our camp without success.
Distance 13 miles.
17th September, Wednesday.-Mar
ched early and struck the. main
south-east branch of the Kans river:
at nine o'clock it appeared to be 25 or
30 yards wide, and is navigable in
the flood seasons. We passed it six
miles to a small branch to breakfast.
Game getting scarce, our provision
began to run low. Marched about two
o'clock, and encamped at sun-down
on a large branch. Killed one buffalo.
Distance 21 miles.
18th September, Thursday.-March
ed at our usual hour, and at twelve
0'clock halted at a large branch of the
Kans, which was strongly impreg
nated with salt. This day we ex
pected the people of the village to
meet us. We marched again at four
o'clock. Our route being over a con
tinued series of hills and hollows, we
were until eight at night before we
arrived at a small dry branch. It was
nearly ten o'clock before we found
any water. Commenced raining a lit
tle before day. Distance 25 miles.
19th September, Friday.-It having
commenced raining early, we se
cured our baggage and pitched our
tents. The rain continued without
any intermission the whole day, dur
ing which we employed ourselves in
reading the Bible, Pope's Essays,
and in pricking on our arms with In
dia ink some characters, which will
frequently bring to mind our forlorn
and dreary situation, as well as the
happiest days of our life. In the rear
of our encampment was a hill, on
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which there was a large rock, where
the Indians kept a continual senti
nel, as I imagine, to apprise them of
the approach of any party, friends or
foes, as well as to see if they could
discover any game on the prairies.
20th September, Saturday.-It ap
pearing as if we possibly might have
a clear day, I ordered our baggage
spread abroad to dry; but it shortly
after clouded up and commenced
raining. The Osage sentinel discov
ered a buffalo on the prairies; upon
which we dispatched a hunter on
horseback in pursuit 'of him, also
some hunters out on foot, and before
night they killed three buffalo, some
of the best of which we brought in
and jerked or dried by the fire. It con
tinued showery until afternoon,
when we put our baggage again in
position to dry, and remained en
camped. The detention of the doctor
and our Pawnee ambassador began
to be a serious matter of considera
tion.
21st September, Sunday.-We mar
ched at eight o'clook [sic], although
every appearance of rain, and at
eleven o'clock passed a large creek
remarkably salt. Stopped at one
o'clock on a fresh branch of the salt
creek. Our interpreter having killed
an elk, we sent out for some meat,
which detained us so late that I con
cluded it best to encamp where we
were, in preference to running the
risk of finding no water. Lieutenant
Wilkinson was attacked with a se
vere head head-ache and slight fe
ver. One of my men had been at
tacked with a touch of the pleurisy
on the 18th, and was still ill. We
were informed by an Osage woman
that two of the Indians were conspir
ing to desert us in the night and steal
some of our horses, one of whom was
her husband. We engaged her as our
spy. Thus were we obliged to keep
ourselves on our guard against our
own companions and fellow
travellers, men of a nation highly fa
vored by the United. States, but
whom I believe to be a faithless set of
poltrons, incapable of a great and
generous action. Among them, in
deed, there may be some exceptions.

In the evening, finding that the
two Indians above mentioned had
made all preparations to depart, I
sent for one of them, who owned a
horse and received a gun and other
property for his hire, and told him, "I
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knew his plans, and that if he was
disposed to desert, I should take care
to retain his horse; that as for him
self, he might leave me if he pleased,
as I only wanted men with us." He re
plied. "that he was a man, that he al
ways performed his promises, that
he had never said he would return,
but that he would follow me to the
Pawnee village, which he intended to
do." He then brought his baggage
and put it under charge of the senti
neL and slept by my fire; but not
withstanding I had him well watch·
ed. Killed one elk. Distance 10 miles.
22d September, Monday.-We did
not march until eight o'clock, owing
to the indisposition of lieutenant
Wilkinson. At eleven waited to dine.
Light mists of rain, with flying
clouds. We marched again at three
o'clock, and continued our route
twelve miles to the first branch of the
republican fork. Met a Pawnee
hunter, who informed us that the
chief had left the village the day af·
tel' the doctor arrived, with 50 or 60
horses and many people, and had
taken his course to the north of our
route; consequently we had missed
each other. He likewise informed
that the Tetaus had recently killed
six Pawnees, the Kans had stolen
some horses, and that a party of 300
Spaniards had lately been as far as
the Sabine; but for what purpose un
known. Distance 11 miles.

(contmued next issue)

UPPER INDEPENDENCE
(WAYNE CITY) LANDING
WHERE FOUR NATIONAL

TRAILS CONVERGE
by Jane Mallinson

THE National Park Service an
nounced in the February 2002 issue
of Santa Fe Trail News. "This is the
first time we have completed a certi
fication agreement at one site for
four national historic trails." The
four are Lewis and Clark, Santa Fe,
Oregon, and California trails.

Wayne City was the threshold of
the westward trails for thousands of
settlers streaming toward open
spaces. The Santa Fe Trail began at
Franklin, Missouri, and roughly fol
lowed the Missouri River to the area,
where it was later joined by other
trails. Wayne City Landing was used
by many Santa Fe Trail merchants
to unload commodities from steam-
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boats and load the wagons for the
trip to "ew Mexico. Independence is
located two miles south of Wayne
City Landing, and it grew rapidly be
cause of the trails.

In January 1983 the Sugar Creek
Board of Aldermen passed a resolu
tion recognizing the historical sig
nificance of Wayne City and Wayne
City Landing, and in February the
Independence City Council did the
same.

On August 9. 1983, delegates to
the first Oregon-California Trails
Association (aCTA) were present at
the dedication of a commemorative
marker on the Wayne City Overlook
above the landing site. This was
placed by the Independence Pioneers
DAR and the Sugar Creek Business
and Civic Club. The Wayne City
Landing became a National Park
Service certified historic ite in 200l.

This site will be visited during the
Santa Fe Trail Symposium, Septem
ber 25-28, 2003.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

[Editor's note: Many chapter reports
are not available for this issue be
cause the meetings occurred after the
early deadline date for submissions.]

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
r505) 374-2555

No report.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place # 14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

No report.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245fh Sf
Lyndon KS 66451
785) 828-3739
<carolandrick@grapevine.net>

No report.

Wagon Tra('ll.~

End of the Trail
President Pam Najdowski
1810 Paseo de La Conquistadora
Santa Fe NM 87501
(505) 982-1172
<mikenajic!'cnsp.com>

No report.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Mary Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Route
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683
<whitmare@newmexico.com>
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/co
razon.htm>

We extend our accolades to
President Pam Najdowski, her hus
band Mike, and all the members of
the End ofthf> Trail Chapter for their
many months of hard work in
putting together the excellent Six
Western Chapters program over a
wonderful ,June weekend for us.

Here are the details for our last
two chapter events of the yeal":
Oct. 19: Field trip up Round Mound
with Faye Gaines and Dixie adorn.
Bring your picnic lunch and meet at
10 a.m. at Faye's home, Point of
Rocks Ranch. (If you are starting
from Springer, go east on Hwy 56 to
ward Clayton 23.5 miles, between
mile markers 23 and 24, go north 7
miles, east 2 miles, north 1 mile.) Af
ter lunch and a program. we will fol·
low the SFT to Round Mound. We
have permission to climb the Mound
for those who want to; it is a strenu
ous hike up uneven ground. The site
is open, no trees. Could be hot or cold
so come prepared. Josiah Gregg, in
his Commerce of the Prairies, de
scribes Round Mound as "a beautiful
round-topped cone, rising nearly a
thousand feet above the level of the
plain by which it is for the most part
surrounded." It is thought that
Gregg's famous sketch of the "March
of the Caravan" was done from this
high vantage.
Nov. 16: Meet at 11 a.m. at the St.
James Hotel in Cimarron. There will
be a short business meeting to elect
directors for 2004-2005, followed by
a dinner buffet ($12) of green chile
chicken enchiladas. tacos, and all the
trimmings plus dessert. After dinner
we will tour the historic Aztec Mill.
Please let Tibor Remenyik know by
October 25 if you are having dinner,
as he must notify the hotel. Tibor's
phone number is (505) 454-1307; e
mail is <jtrem@newmexico.com>;

August 2003



and mailing addres; is PO Box 928,
Las Vegas NM 877t 1.

You are welcome to join us!

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801Vernon Dr
Lamed KS 67550
(620) 285-3433
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The summer meeting was sched
uled for July 12, 2003, at the Clap
saddle residence in Larned.

See report on new marker erected
by the chapter on p. 13.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Bill Bunyan
2207 McCoy
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8203

The chapter sponsored, for the
seventh year, a living-history pro
gram as part of Fort Dodge Days on
July 5. The event was held in Eisen
hower Hall at Fort Dodge. Joyce
Thierer, with the Kansas Humani
ties Council, presented a most enjoy
able program as Calamity Jane. A
large attendance of Kansas Soldiers
Home and Dodge City residents were
treated to a lively visit with Calam
ity Jane.

The chapter and the Ford County
Historical Society hosted a reception
for Robert Haywood in May. Dr.
Haywood, a historian, retired profes
sor, and western Kansas author, has
presented his private library to the
Historical Society. The collection is
housed at the Kansas Heritage Cen
ter in Dodge City and available to
the public for use there.
Missouri River Outfitters
President John Atkinson
1113 Safari Dr
St Joseph MO 64506
(816) 233-3924
<atkin@mwsc.edu>

The next chapter meeting is Sun
day, July 27, 2:00 p.m., at the Na
tional Frontier Trails Museum in In
dependence. MRO Vice-President
Mary Conrad will present a slide
program on the recent June 2003 ex
cavations at the Multnomah man
sion site, a house completed in 1855
on the Liberty to Fort Leavenworth
Road.

John Dougherty, who had been
both a fur trader and an Indian
agent in the 1800s, took up residence
along the Liberty to Fort Leaven
worth Road, where he managed busi-
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ness enterprises in both the Liberty
and St. Louis areas. Dougherty built
a "commodious" house before build
ing the mansion he named Multno
mah after the falls on the Columbia
River in Oregon country.

The proposed alignment of the
new Shoal Creek Parkway would cut
through the mansion site. Archaeolo
gists Mark Kelly and Bert Wetherill
organized recent excavations to
document that substantial struc
tural features still exist beneath the
ground surface. Also some swales
are present in the pasture surround
ing the mansion site. Archaeologists
hope the recent documentation will
convince the Kansas City Missouri
Parks and Recreation Department to
add Multnomah to the city park sys
tem. If this happens, the remnants of
one more trail-era site would be pre
served.

Jane Mallinson reports that land
scaping work on the Wayne City site
has begun. Steve Kidwell of Lafarge
and Sharon Brown (NPS) have been
working with the sign committee to
complete interpretive panels. MRO
has applied to SFTA for a grant to
help defray expenses for other sign
projects in progress. The work will be
completed by September.

The chapter will host the Septem
ber symposium and looks forward to
you being there.
Quivira
President Janel Cook
815 SSt John
Lyons KS 67554
(620) 257-2918
<cqmuseum@hotmail.com>

The chapter met April 6 at the Co
ronado Quivira Museum in Lyons to
election officers and plan future pro
grams. Officers are President Janel
Cook, Secretary Carol Near, Treas
urer Nancy Marteney, and Program
Chair Pat HalL A possible program
discussed is a tour to the west, in
cluding Fort Wallace and the Sand
Creek Massacre site if there is
enough interest. The chapter is set
ting up committees and working on
arrangements for the 2005 sympo
sium, which the chapter will host.

On May 1 the chapter hosted a
dinner for SFTA President Hal J ack
son. He presented a program about
the Zebulon M. Pike Expedition and
plans being made to celebrate the bi
centennial of that important event.

Wagon Tracks

Cottonwood Crossing
President Gil Michel
605 Park Place
Newton KS 67114
(620) 284-0313

With leadership by President Gil
Michel, the chapter has made prog
ress on the auto tour route in Marion
County. Former President Dale
Brooks developed the concept of the
tour route. Numerous unused signs
were acquired from the local high
way department. Brooks and Michel
sawed them to the desired shape and
size, and they were painted and let
tered by Michel. The highway de
partment also donated good used
4"x4" posts for the signs.

On May 6 some of the signs were
erected west of Durham. The work
ers (Michel, Brooks, Bill Siver
strand, and John E. Wiebe) were
rained out near Tampa and waited
out the storm in Lost Springs. The
county highway department dug the
holes at the planned locations.

A second work day was on May 14
when signs were erected starting at
Highway 77 east of Lost Springs and
working west toward Tampa. George
Schute was an additional helper.
The project is not quite complete,
and a few more signs remain to be
erected.

On May 15 approximately 40
members and guests met at the
Kingfisher Inn at Marion County
Lake. Following dinner and a short
business meeting, SFTA President
Hal Jackson presented a program on
the Zebulon M. Pike Expedition and
connections of that trip to the Santa
Fe Trail.

On June 3 President Michel called
a special meeting of the executive
committee to discuss submitting an
application to the National Park
Service for preparation of a wayside
exhibit at the Cottonwood River
Crossing site. Design ideas were dis
cussed.

The next chapter meeting is
planned for September with a tour of
Trial ruts on the Scully land west of
Durham.
Bent's Fort
President Richard Carrillo
718 W. 2nd St.
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-8054
<cuartelejo@centurytel.net>

No report.
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FROM THE EDITOR
The offices for Wagon Tracks and

the Last Chance Store will be closed
until August 20, 2003. The ~ema.nd

for membership rosters at thIS POInt
(two so far) certainly co~fir~s ~he

board's decision to stop dIstnbutmg
rosters to the entire membership.

We hope to see you at the sympo
sium in September. Visit the Last
Chance Store booth at the book ex
hibit.

Happy Trails!

Sept. 21, 2003: Corazon C~apter

field trip to Rayado; meet at Kit Car
son Museum in Rayado at 1:00 p.m.
Sept. 24, 2003: SFTA board meet
ing, Kansas City, MO.
Sept. 25-28, 2003: SFTA Sympo
sium, Kansas City, MO.
Oct. 19,2003: Corazon Chapter field
trip to Round Mound; meet at Point
of Rocks Ranch at 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 16, 2003: Corazon Chapter
meeting at S1. James Hotel in Ci
marron, NM, 11:00 a.m.

-Leo E. Oliva

GPS Chair - John SChumacher

TRAIL CALENDAR I

Symposium 2003
Independence/Kansas City MO
':ft J[ighway CBetweell 1.fations"

MUM.1URJ Jl\:kN 01.;1 ... ll'.lt~

september 25,26,27,28
Join us for a tour of lexington, Missouri
And the santa Fe Trail west of Independence

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue s~ould

appear in November, so send lOfor
mation for December and later to ar
rive by October 20, 2003. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in chapter reports.
Aug. 17, 2003: Corazon Chapter
field trip to see Trail ruts, hosted by
Daniels Family: meet at 10:00 a.m.
at the Kruse'N Cafe, Wagon Mound.
Sept. 7, 2003: KSDAR rededication
of Madonna statue, Council Grove.
KS.
Sept. 11-12, 2003: Fort Riley. ~S.

special program commemoratmg
150th anniversary of the post.
Sept. 13-0ct. 3, 2003: Santa Fe
Trail Bike Trek.
Sept. 20, 2003: El Camino Real A~

sociation (CARTA) first membershIp
meeting at Rancher Steakhouse.
Socorro, NM, 1:00-5:00 p.m.

This list includes new member
ships received since the .last .iss:ue.
Those received after thIs pnntmg
will appear in the next issue. If t~ere
is an error in this informatiOn,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

BUSINESS/INSTITUTIONAL
Bel Air Motel, 2000 E Wyatt Earp,

Dodge City KS 67801
Days Inn/Super 8, MHS Hospitality

Group. 6101 E 7th St, Kansas
City MO 64138

Dodge City Convention & Visitor Bu
reau, 400 W Wyatt Earp, Dodge
City KS 67801

Econo Lodge/Inn Pancake House,
1610 W Wyatt Earp, Dodge City
KS 67801

Edwards Economic Development
Corp., PO Box 161. Kinsley KS
67547

First National Bank of Las Animas,
535 Bent Ave, Las Animas CO
81054

La Fonda Hotel, 100 E San Francisco
St, Santa Fe NM 87501

Plaza Hotel, Wid Slick, 230 Plaza,
Las Vegas NM 87701

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Carl & Beatrice Putman, 11096
Havendale Ave, Sparta WI 54656

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Jean Brittingham, PO Box 199, An
ton Chico NM 87711

James Howk, 9849 Shepherds Dr,
Kansas City MO 64131

Jimmie Mitchell, 1408 Meadow
Lane, Midlothian TX 76065

l__..:.N.:,:E:.:,;W;..,;:S;,;.FT,;,;,A,;.;M..;";";;,;,EM,;,,;,,B;,,,,;E_R_S_1

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
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